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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with O.B. Yancey III, 

conducted by Whitney Dow on January  28, 2018 This interview is part of the Study on White 

People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



 

 

Q: So, anyway, can you tell me your name, where you’re from, and just a little about yourself? 

 

Yancey: [08:59:50] My name is O.B. Yancey III. I was born and raised in Richmond, Virginia. I 

own my own custom cabinet shop. I’ve been self-employed—oh, my goodness—the better part 

of the last thirty years. Worked for my Dad, his construction business, for many years before 

that. Graduated high school, went to University of Richmond [Virginia] for one semester, and 

realized that college wasn’t exactly my path. So, I went back to work. 

 

Q: So, what was it like growing up here in Richmond? I’m guessing it was probably in the ’50s? 

 

Yancey: [09:00:24] I was born in ’52. And Richmond is the biggest small town I’ve ever seen in 

my life, but I can’t imagine being raised anywhere else. I’ve always really liked Richmond, love 

the fact that this was where I was born and raised. 

 

Q: And what was the community like in Richmond when you grew up? What part of Richmond 

did you grow up in? Was it—? 

 

Yancey: [09:00:47] I grew up in what now they refer to as the Near West End. I was born next 

door to Joe’s Inn, on I think, Strawberry Street they call it now. We moved to the 3200 block of 
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West Grace Street when I was two years old and did all the rest of my growing up there. Back 

then, the community was a lot more close-knit than it is now. I work in Richmond still. I live in 

Montpelier, a little town about thirty miles northwest of Richmond. But back in the day, we had 

little truck farmers that came around, and my grandparents, you know, bought bushels of 

tomatoes for canning and that sort of thing from them. 

 

I’ve seen an awful lot of changes in Richmond. When I was growing up, we didn’t lock doors. 

Although we do now. That’s everywhere. It’s not just Richmond, I think. When I first moved out 

to Montpelier, we didn’t lock our doors up there, but we do now. You get not necessarily 

victimized yourself, but you see things going on around you and you kind of want to protect a 

little bit more. 

 

Q: And what are some of the other changes that you’ve seen from your childhood to now in 

Richmond? 

 

Yancey: [09:01:56] Obviously the growth expansion. Richmond’s footprint’s gotten a lot bigger. 

Certainly, a lot more folks of other—come from other places. Immigrants, whether they are legal 

or not. Certainly, the transportation, moving around downtown. Here especially, downtown has 

become a nightmare. There’ve been a lot of changes. I think that economically, back in the day 

we had the couple of little areas that were the FFVs as we called them, the first families of 

Virginia, where the majority of the upper-crust money was. That has expanded considerably. I 

think economically, Richmond could be doing a lot better than it’s doing if the local government 

would spend their time and money in wiser ways. 
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Q: And what about this project on race? What were race relations like when you were growing 

up? 

 

Yancey: [09:03:06] Race relations were pretty calm. I went to high school at Thomas Jefferson 

High School, which is a very mixed-race high school. They were—I say mixed. It was probably 

twenty percent non-white. Let’s say twenty percent black, maybe another five or ten percent of 

other ethnicities. You know, born here, but possibly Spanish or Italian or whatever. First 

generations. Let’s put it that way. 

 

And we had absolutely no problems that I can recall. Certainly, some of my, you know, best 

friends in school were non-white. And they made up a large part of the theater groups, the ROTC 

[Reserve Officer Training Corps], things like that. 

 

Q: And do you think—has race relations gotten better or worse since when you were a kid? 

 

Yancey: [09:04:09] Honestly, I believe they’ve gotten a little bit worse. 

 

Q: Can you put my question into your answer a little bit? 

 

Yancey: [09:04:12] Sure. As far as whether race relations have gotten better or worse, I feel like 

race relations—not just in Richmond, but all parts of the country—have gotten a little bit worse 

in certain ways. And I attribute that honestly to a few, what we call—what I prefer to call—pot 
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stirrers and to way too much media time spent on things that we really don’t need to be talking 

about. 

 

Q: What sort of things don’t we need to be talking about that the media focuses on? 

 

Yancey: [09:04:49] I think the media paints—things that we don’t need to be talking about are 

more things that the media puts too much hype on, gives too much attention to. Certain things 

need to be addressed. Crime, for instance. Black-on-black crime is way higher than black-on-

white, or white-on-black crime as far as the statistics that I know. The media doesn’t give enough 

attention to that, but when there is an issue with, for instance, a white police officer having an 

incident, whether it’s just an arrest, or a shooting, or a killing of a minority, that becomes the big 

story of not just the day. It just lingers on, and on, and on, and on. I think when minorities find 

themselves in a pickle, it gets a lot more attention than if they—a Caucasian finds themselves in 

a pickle. 

 

Q: And what do you attribute that to? Why do you think the news media reports things that way? 

Why do you think that it gets more attention? 

 

Yancey: [09:05:59] That’s a really good question. I wish I had the answer to that. I have no idea 

why the media chooses to approach things that way. I wish they wouldn’t. I don’t know. That’s 

the $64,000-dollar question. I wish I could come up with an answer for that, but I can’t. 

 

Q: Let’s talk a little bit about yourself. What was your family like that you grew up in? 
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Yancey: [09:06:24] Pretty tight-knit. I grew up in a household with actually three generations of 

my family. There was myself, my two sisters, my parents, my Dad’s parents, and one of my 

Dad’s brothers, and two of my Dad’s sisters. The brother never left home. [laughs] The sisters 

eventually got married and moved out, but up until—oh, gosh—I guess up until I was in my 

early twenties, that was the living situation. I had moved out by then. I left home when I was like 

seventeen. But my grandparents still lived with my parents, and my uncle still lived with them up 

until they parted ways, probably in, oh, I don’t know. That would have been the late ’70s 

probably. 

 

Q: Do you remember when you first—a time when you, you know, how old you were and what 

happened when you first became aware of your own race? 

 

Yancey: [09:07:37] You know, I would have to say that I’ve always been aware of my own race. 

I’ve never been in an exclusively white neighborhood or white school. I’ve always known that 

there’s diversity out there. 

 

Q: Was there any time when you were growing up where you became like, acutely aware of your 

own race and sort of the difference it meant being white, or being black, or Latino, or Asian? 

 

Yancey: [09:08:18] I suppose I first became aware of the many differences in the races when I 

got out into the working world. And I would expect that would be the case for a lot of people, not 
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just myself. Because you have so many more different types of interactions with folks of 

different cultures and that sort of thing. 

 

Q: When you say that you’re white—and I know this is kind of a weird question. What does it 

mean to be white? What makes someone white? 

 

Yancey: [09:09:02] I guess scientifically speaking, it means to be white because you are—the 

scientific word’s Caucasian. Exactly what that means [gestures confusion] I’m not a hundred 

percent sure. I know a lot of forms that you fill, you know, ask your race. And some of them ask 

are you white, black, Hispanic, whatever. Some use the phrase Caucasian. I don’t know that 

there is such a thing as pure white. I traced my ancestry back to where I know I’m part Scotch, 

Irish, French, German, and just a teeny bit of Polish. So, some of those may be considered 

something other than just pure white. I know what Hitler’s concept was and that sucked. 

 

Q: When you say you traced it back, did you do like a DNA test or—? 

 

Yancey: [09:10:00] No, no. I just kind of you know, followed back with the old-timers in my 

family and asked questions of where were your parents born? Where did you come from? And 

all this, that, and the other. And just learning by just asking the family questions. 

 

Q: Why did you want to do that? Why was it interesting—? 
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Yancey: [09:10:20] Pure curiosity is the only reason I really did that. I guess having grown up in 

a school system where there was diversity. I’m a curious individual. So, I just wanted to know 

how come—where’d I come from? I know where they supposedly came from. I know the phrase 

African American, Hispanic American. I wish those terms wouldn’t be used. We’re Americans. 

If you’re born here, you’re an American. I don’t say I’m Scotch-Irish-French-German-Polish-

American. It’s kind of a mouthful, but you know. 

 

Q: And I wonder why people do that. Like why do you think people put labels on themselves? I 

know people who say I’m a Polish American, a German American, or I’m Italian American. 

 

Yancey: [09:11:09] I’m not sure why people put these [gestures air quotes] mixed labels on 

themselves. I honestly believe that there are some individuals who expect to be treated 

differently because they say they are Latin American, or Spanish American, or African 

American. I honestly—you might hate me for saying this, but I honestly believe they expect 

certain, more considerations or a little give-me-a-break, easy-street kind of thing because they 

feel downtrodden, or underprivileged, or whatever because of where [gestures air quotes] 

“supposedly” they came from. They didn’t come from anywhere. They were born here with the 

same opportunities as I had. 

 

Q: And so, where do you think that comes from? Why do you think that they expect to be treated 

differently? 
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Yancey: [09:12:06] That’s a complicated question. Don’t know that I can address that 

completely on all of its little facets, but slavery was not the greatest thing that we ever involved 

ourselves in, but two hundred years later, why is that an issue? A lot of Orientals were probably, 

worked harder and paid less than American or a white counterpart when they were building the 

railroads back in the day. What happened back in the day, as far as I’m concerned, should have 

absolutely nothing to do with what’s going on today. 

 

Potentially—and I don’t know whether if this is a proper answer to any part of that question, but 

I think the government entitlement programs today are one of the biggest things that are hurting 

progress. Affirmative action was one of the dumbest things I’ve ever seen in my life. Some of 

the most intelligent, most educated black folks that I’ve ever had the privilege to know, or to 

listen to, or to talk to, or to read about, have said that affirmative action was a horrible thing. It 

needs to go away. Entitlements make people I think lazy and expect more entitlements. And I 

wasn’t handed anything, given anything because I was white. 

 

I think it’s—whether the statistics bear this out completely or not right now, we’re headed to 

where the Caucasian community probably is, if it’s not already, is going to be a minority in this 

country, which is not necessarily a bad thing. Lord knows, everybody got here from somewhere 

else. You know, we’re not Native Americans. That’s for sure. So, like I said, it’s a very 

complicated question, a lot of facets to it. And I don’t know that I’m intelligent enough to answer 

them, you know, all those facets in one sitting, but that’s kind of where my head’s at right now. 

 

Q: We were kind of hoping that you would have the answers to these problems and we could— 
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Yancey: [09:14:42] [laughs] It would be really nice. Yeah. 

 

Q: It would be really nice. The same— 

 

Yancey: [09:14:44] I can retire if I had all these answers to all these questions. 

 

Q: You said nobody handed anything. Do you think you’ve received any benefits in your life 

from being white? Or I should say are there are any benefits, have you seen for yourself? Are 

there any benefits to being white? 

 

Yancey: [09:15:15] That again is a very complicated question. 

 

Q: That’s what we specialize in. 

 

Yancey: [09:15:23] Yeah. I don’t know that there are necessarily a lot of “benefits”, [gestures air 

quotes] quote unquote to being born and raised white. I think possibly a better way to look at it is 

there are—there could be fewer adversities maybe to being white. Although in my particular 

case, I have overcome certain adversities. Are they as complicated and serious as other folks’ 

adversities? I don’t know. Some are, maybe some probably not. But I don’t care who you are, 

where you come from, or what color you are, what your religious beliefs are. I think this country 

offers everybody an opportunity. If an individual will take advantage of the opportunities that are 

afforded to them, buckle down and work hard, get an education. Public education is not perfect. 
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That’s for sure. But it’s out there if—you can pull yourself up by your bootstraps. I don’t care 

who you are. 

 

Q: Are you happy that you’re white? 

 

Yancey: [09:16:44] [laughs] I’m not unhappy that I’m white. I don’t know any other way to be. 

So that’s a complicated thing to look at, to ask. I’m not sure why that question’s even asked. I’m 

not unhappy. Honestly, yeah. I guess I would have to say that I am happy that I’m white, but for 

no particular reason. 

 

Q: No. I ask that question because a lot of times people talk about, you know, I’m proud to be 

black. I’m proud to be like, you know, but you can’t even say I’m proud to be white, right? Like 

that’s something that doesn’t—it reads a little differently when you say you’re proud to be white. 

And so that’s sort of way of, well, are you proud that you—are you happy that you’re white? We 

have a culture. We have a history of everything that we’re connected to, just like everybody else. 

And part of this project is trying to figure out what that relationship is. 

 

Yancey: [09:17:37] The question, am I happy to be white? I would probably have to say, bottom 

line, is yes. I’m happy to be white. I feel like there are at this point in time disadvantages to 

being white. I find it very prejudiced that there’s Black Entertainment Television. There are 

Hispanic entertainment television stations. But if we were to say this is white entertainment 

television, we would be labeled as a racist. And that whole mentality is totally out of whack, off 

base, and wrong in my opinion. White people are almost afraid to say they’re proud to be white 
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because that puts a stigma—that automatically seems, in some people’s eyes, make us racist. 

And that ain’t necessarily so. 

 

Q: And what are some of the other disadvantages about being white do you think? 

 

Yancey: [09:18:36] Actually, I don’t know that there are, but you know, many disadvantages to 

being white. Just like they’re not necessarily that many advantages to being white. Like I said 

before, the opportunity’s there. Anybody that wants to take advantage of them, take advantage of 

them. And if you’re too trifling to do that, then you make your own bed, you lay in it. Kind of 

old school thinking, I know, but it’s just the way it is, the way I feel. 

 

Q: Do you consider yourself a Southerner? 

 

Yancey: [09:19:07] [laughs] Yeah. Yeah. I do. 

 

Q: And what does that—? 

 

Yancey: [09:19:14] I do consider myself to be a Southerner. And proud of it. 

 

Q: So, what does it mean to be a Southerner and what about it makes you proud? 

 

Yancey: [09:19:24] [laughs] Getting right down to what I fondly refer to as the War Against 

Northern Aggression. The South started off, the entire thing was fighting for states’ rights, our 
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right to govern ourselves. Had we won the day, I feel like the federal government would not be 

too big for its britches like it is now. Who knows what would have happened? That’s pure 

conjecture. But I think being a Southerner makes us much more God and country oriented, 

family oriented. We got some of the best hunting and fishing in the world. We are called 

rednecks and crackers and all kinds of other things, but it’s sort of a way of life, as much as it is a 

philosophy, to be honest with you. 

 

Southern cooking, you know? I have some friends that were born and raised up in Pennsylvania, 

this, that, and the other. Got no idea what [unclear] greens and grits are all about. Shame on 

them. It’s their loss. There are a lot of things about, you know, being Southern that are attributes, 

that are good things. And there are stigmas that come along with it, too. Because I’m Southern, a 

lot of people automatically look at me as I’m a racist or that my great-great-great-great-

grandpappy owned slaves, which makes me just as horrible as he was. Not so. 

 

Q: Obviously one of the reasons we’re here is because it’s the seat of the Confederacy and it’s a 

very Southern town, and that part of the thing, what you’re talking about, about the stigma is 

there’s been a lot of talk about the monuments in this city. 

 

Yancey: [09:21:34] Correct. 

 

Q: What’s your opinion on the monument debate? 
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Yancey: [09:21:42] My opinion on the debate over the monuments along Monument Avenue, 

and actually a few that are at State Capitol and all that, and other places in Charlottesville, is that 

the whole thing is being blown out of proportion. It is history. The Confederacy is history. It’s 

not hate. There are groups, grant you. These white supremacists have no place in our society. 

The right to whatever it was rally they had up in Charlottesville was ridiculously out of hand. 

There should be no supremacy—no room for supremacy of any race or any color in this country, 

in this society. 

 

However, I think to deny history is totally wrong. It is a fact of life. Are we going to deny 

Auschwitz? No. We can’t deny Auschwitz. It happened. And there are museums, and there are 

memorials, and there are this, that, and the other to it. It’s a lot ado about nothing. I think it’s a 

ridiculous concept to spend the money to number one, argue over it. It’s a waste of our 

legislators’ time. They got a lot of other things they could be doing that make a lot more sense. 

Any effort to move them, take them down, relocate them, whatever, is money that certainly 

could be much better spent in other areas. Education, law enforcement, you know, things like 

that on a local level. 

 

If you’re going to take down the Confederate monuments, then take down the monuments to 

Arthur Ashe, Bojangles Bill Roberts [phonetic] that’s downtown. No monuments at all. But my 

opinion is those who are harping the loudest about it, if it comes to fruition, then they’re the ones 

that ought to pay for it. Not our tax dollars and that sort of thing. The whole argument is 

ridiculous in my mind. 
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Q: You said a little bit about how whites are—do you feel that how people think about white 

people, how they talk about white people, that in a sense like we’re all under attack? Not like 

physically— 

 

Yancey: [09:24:30] I understand the concept of physical or emotional attack. Yes, I do feel in 

certain circumstances that whiteness is being attacked. Unjustifiably so, I think. Here again, I 

think it would much better serve the cause to instead of attacking, belittling, saying how wrong 

this, that, and the other is, let’s put our efforts towards you know, our energies, money, effort 

toward making sure that the opportunities for everyone are there. 

 

Is there room for improvement in public education? Sure, there is. Is there some disparity 

potentially in the quality of the buildings or, you know, from the east end of Henrico to the west 

end of Henrico? Or downtown Richmond to west end of Richmond? Sure. There probably are. Is 

there room for improvement? There’s always room for improvement in absolutely everything. 

Our government, my personal life. There’s certainly always room for improvement. I think the 

whole concept of attacking is just crazy. 

 

Q: One of the things that I’m always interested about and one of the reasons why I’m interested 

in the monuments discussion and this whole discussion is how—you talk about the relationship 

to your family and growing up with three generations. And you have a real sense of history about 

being from Richmond, and born and raised here, and you have a sense of history. And it’s kind 

of—you talk as if it’s one of the things that makes you who you are. Like, you’re Southerner. 

You’re multi-generational, Richmondite, all these things. And I’m always interested in how 
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history sort of exists in the present, like the way the monuments do. And I’m just wondering, do 

you think that acknowledging that there was slavery, acknowledging that there—government-

sanctioned discrimination before the civil rights era, and that was terrible, do we in 2018, you 

and me as members of the white community, have some sort of collective obligation to black 

Americans? 

 

Yancey: [09:27:13] As far as I’m concerned, the only obligation that white America, America in 

general, has to any group, minority, ethnicity, religious affiliation, whatever, is to afford them an 

equal opportunity. Affirmative action is anything but equal opportunity. Everyone should have 

an equal opportunity. There’s no question in my mind about that. Those who choose to take 

advantage of those opportunities and make the best of themselves that they can possibly be 

deserve all the kudos in the world. Those who want to sit back on their laurels and let somebody 

else do it for them, got no use for them at all. I don’t care what color you are. And you probably 

will edit this out, but there’s poor white trash just like there are you know, worthless members of 

just any race, or ethnicity, or whatever. There are plenty of white folks out there that sit on their 

duff and you know, the give-me mentality. I have no use for them. Absolutely none whatsoever. 

And yes, there are people of all races who have some bad breaks. I mean, look at the street 

people out here. They’re every color you can imagine. 

 

The only group I feel like deserves any special treatment are military veterans. Whether they are 

killed in action, their families deserve, you know, special things. If they came back crippled, 

wounded, whatever, yeah. We got to take care of those folks. Those who came through it 

unscathed, although I don’t think anybody comes through a combat situation completely 
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unscathed. I mean, there’s always the mental aspects and that sort of thing. But anyone who has 

honorably served this country deserves the utmost respect. And if they have special needs, then 

they’re the ones we need to take care of. 

 

And also, you can throw in there the elderly and infirm who just simply can’t. But as far as a 

large everyday group, the veterans deserve more than any other you know, group out there in my 

opinion. 

 

Q: You’ve talked a bit about having—that everybody in this country has equal opportunity if 

they want to take it. But we’ve also acknowledged that there was a time in this country where 

there wasn’t equal opportunity. At what point in history did it become – that everybody had the 

same opportunity? Because after they passed the civil rights legislation, still you have George 

Wallace saying, “Segregation now, segregation forever after.” Brown v Board of Education. The 

schools weren’t desegregated. So even though there were laws, it didn’t change the fact that 

there was discrimination. So, at what point did we cross that threshold where everybody has 

equal opportunity? 

 

Yancey: [09:30:37] There’s no way I can put—can tell you historically a date where I feel like 

the discrimination ended. The equality education, this, that, and the other. I don’t know what that 

year was. Honestly, there is still some discrimination going on out there. I don’t know that we 

will ever live in a society that is totally discrimination free. Somebody’s always going to be 

pissed off at somebody for something. What I would consider when discrimination is over and 
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done with, which it should already be there, but is when we can just stop talking about—stop 

talking about it. Stop acting like idiots. 

 

Discrimination goes—it’s a two-way street, four-way street. It goes every direction. There’s 

discrimination against absolutely ev—some degree of discrimination against every group, party. 

There’s discrimination in politics. There’s discrimination in race. Those who scream the loudest 

about it probably are doing the least to help fix it. 

 

And you didn’t ask me this question, but I will use it as an example. Colin Kaepernick is an idiot. 

He’s a jerk. To disrespect this country, the flag, the national anthem, and the men and women 

who have fought and died to give him the opportunities that he had, out here making twenty-

seven bazillion dollars a year. If he is so concerned about inequality, and oppression, and this, 

that, and the other, then don’t act like a jerk on national TV. Take part of your twenty-seven 

bazillion dollars and go out here and start a mentoring program, or an after-school tutoring 

program for groups that you consider to be at risk, or underprivileged, or whatever. Don’t make a 

spectacle of yourself and think that’s going to fix the problem. Get out and do something about 

it. 

 

That, to me, is a type of discrimination, or reverse discrimination, to just sit and you know, beat 

your drum, and raise all this Cain about it, and then just go home and enjoy your big mansion, 

and your fast cars, and your wild women and parties and stuff, and do nothing about it. That’s—

not only is it discrimination. It’s hypocritical. And it’s happening so many—I mean, I just take 
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him as one example because it’s fairly fresh in our minds. But that’s been going on for a long 

and probably will continue to go on for a while. But it needs to stop. 

 

Q: Do you think that a project like this that talks about whiteness has value? Is it a valid 

undertaking with what we’re doing? 

 

Yancey: [09:34:01] I’m quite sure that it has—will show some benefit to some degree, that a 

study like this will have a benefit to some degree in creating meaningful conversations about 

certain issues. But it could also have the opposite effect. Like I’ve spoken about the media hype 

over different things. It can be misused. I mean, this whole conversation is a very delicate 

situation. Our country is in a very delicate position. People just need to keep their wits about 

them, keep their head. 

 

Here’s a biggie. Think before you speak. Think before you act. There’s not enough of that. I 

think too many people have kneejerk reactions to things, and they say and do things without, 

number one, thinking about it first, or number two, without considering what the consequences, 

positive or negative, of their voice and their actions. So, yeah. There’s plenty of room for good to 

come out of a survey, a study like this if it’s handled properly. After this is all over with, when 

the study’s done, if you want me to give you my opinion on how to handle it, then I’ll be more 

than happy to do that. 

 

Q: It’s interesting. I mean, it’s funny you say that it’s delicate, because I feel like there’s so many 

conversations about black Americans, Latino Americans, Asian Americans. And that was sort of 
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like, led to this thing. Well, what about white Americans, talking about white—like why can’t 

we talk about our race? Why can’t we talk about how we think about ourselves and feel a—why 

aren’t we allowed to have this conversation? 

 

Yancey: [09:35:56] I think us having a conversation about being white, if viewed out of context, 

will certainly lead to Latinos, and blacks, and whatever, whoever else that wants to jump on the 

bandwagon, throw—play that race card. The race card is played way too often. We need to burn 

the race card, just do away with it. Judge everyone on their merits, on their efforts, on what they 

can contribute to society, how hard they work, or are they, you know, do they treat their spouse 

right? Do they treat their kids right? 

 

And it goes back to if we had a white entertainment television network, it would be racist. Why 

isn’t Black Entertainment Television network racist? You know, why is one one way and one the 

other? There is—yeah. There’s disparity in all of this, and we, like I said, made a comment 

earlier, if we’re not there now, the way it’s going, the white Caucasian community will be a 

minority. So once we become a minority, does that entitle us to special consideration? Not in my 

opinion. 

 

It just—we take advantage of the opportunities that are here. I don’t care what color you are, 

where you came from. As long as you’re here—as long as you’re here legally, and don’t mind 

working, and paying your taxes, and this, that, and the other, pfew. More power to you. Go for it. 

Be all you can be. Don’t sit on your duff and expect somebody to be something for you or to 

give you something. Doesn’t fly in my book. 
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Q: Are you politically active? 

 

Yancey: [09:37:51] I vote in absolutely every election. One of the questions on the first 

questionnaire was do I identify as a Republican. Majority of the time I do. I have crossed party 

lines on certain elections. I have voted for Democratic candidates, more in local and state 

elections than federal ones. I have voted Independent in certain situations. I try to be as educated 

as I can be. I don’t like the idea of voting for the lesser of two evils. I’ve got to have some sort of 

a reason to either vote for someone or vote against the other one. So I’m not a, you know, drum-

thumping, Republican national committee member, and all this. I don’t go out and pass out 

flyers. 

 

I live in a house divided, as a matter of fact. My wife and I have very differing views on politics 

quite often. So, we have agreed—number one, we’ve agreed to disagree and not talk about it too 

much and piss each other off. But number two, we’ve agreed not to put the little signs in the 

front yard, and all this, that, and the other. Just let that lay, you know. Get your—study your 

candidates. Get your information however you can. And make as informed a decision as you 

possibly can. There have been times where I have voted on single-issue grounds. I don’t like 

doing it that way. And in that case, it’s more of voting for a single-issue candidate as much as it 

is voting against the other one because I just totally disagree with the other one’s position on 

different things. So, I don’t know if that answered your question or not. 

 

Q: Did you have a reason to vote for or against somebody in the last presidential election? 
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Yancey: [09:39:55] Yes. Mm-hmm. I voted against Hillary Clinton. Actually, I voted—that’s not 

totally true. I voted as much against her as I voted for Donald Trump. I, for a long, long time, felt 

like we needed a businessman at the helm to give us—to give the economy, to give the nation, to 

give the public an opportunity to see what good fiscal management is all about. Donald Trump 

didn’t get rich by being frivolous, by being stupid. He’s got a good business head on his 

shoulders. He needs to listen to his more learned advisors as far as, you know, international 

politics, this, that, and the other. He needs to stop tweeting, period. End of discussion. [laughs] 

But in my opinion, and from what I’ve studied and read, and this, that, and the other, Hillary 

Clinton ought to be in prison. Her husband certainly should be. 

 

I was flabbergasted that he was impeached but allowed to continue his presidency. Lying to 

Congress, there’s no room for that. What kind of example does that set for the youth of our 

country when they see the President of the United States lie to the—not only Congress, but to the 

American people, and get away with it. And with barely a hand slap. 

 

That goes even beyond politics. These athletes that are getting into all this trouble. The kids look 

up to these professional athletes. And they’re getting into all this kind of trouble and they, you 

know, they’re not setting any kind of example. Here you’ve got people in the public eye who 

have got every opportunity, have taken advantage of every opportunity. They are at the top of 

their game, per se. And they’re screwing up. I have no tolerance for that sort of thing. So, yeah. I 

voted for Trump for a lot of what I consider good reasons. And I voted against Hillary Clinton 

for just as many what I consider valid reasons. 



  Yancey –1 – 24 
 

 

Q: You talk about that example, what some on the left would say is that Trump with his 

tweeting, which it sounds like you don’t like, and how he goes after people and says things is 

also not setting a good example for people when he says—and you know, he’s—I’m wondering 

if that is also an issue for you with how he represents—it sounds like you, you know, you’re a 

very patriotic American. You care about the military. You care about your country. And that how 

you feel that he’s representing the country in that way. 

 

Yancey: [09:43:00] [sighs] Let’s see. As far as how Trump is representing our country with some 

of the toe-stumping things, I think is a way to put it, things he tweets, and this, that, and the 

other, he needs to, in my opinion, back off on some of these kneejerk reaction tweets that he 

does. Certainly, there’s room for improvement. It’s also a situation where I think the media goes 

after him so much that any little thing that he says or does that somebody would consider 

stumping his toe, or a stumbling, or whatever, they won’t let it go. I mean, it doesn’t just get a 

quick little blurb. It’s harped on day, after day, after day, after day, and hour after hour, 

newscast, after newscast, after newscast. The media’s out to get him, I think. They need to back 

off of that, just like he needs to back off of some of the things that he says without, you know, or 

does without thinking it through completely. 

 

Is he perfect? Absolutely not. There’s only been one person—perfect person that’s ever walked 

the face of this earth. And he’s been dead for 2018 years. So, our job here is to strive to be as 

close to him as we can possibly be. None of us are ever going to be perfect. That’s just a fact of 

life. It’s the way it is. 
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No one has to be a criminal. That’s a mentality that I just don’t get. There are always ways to 

survive to get what you need without being a criminal. Like I said, there’s only been one perfect 

carpenter that’s ever lived. I’m the next best thing, but. There’s room for improvement with 

Trump. Absolutely. I’m real curious to see how history, when it’s all over with, will view him, 

what the history books are going to say. And it depends on which side, whether the Liberals or 

the Conservatives write the books. So, you know. That’s with any historical figure. 

 

Q: So, it sounds to me like his fiscal policies were really important to you as a small 

businessman and everything, that that was one of the reasons that you were attracted to him, 

because you thought that he would be fiscally much more responsible on a lot of— 

 

Yancey: [09:45:48] I certainly was attracted to Trump because of what I considered would be his 

fiscal policies. He promised tax reform, which we are starting to see some of. Is there certainly 

room for improvement? Absolutely. For many years, I have been an advocate of a flat tax, flat 

percentage on everybody. Will we ever get there? I don’t know. I think Donald Trump is 

probably working harder at getting as close to some really major tax reforms than any president 

we’ve had in a long time. 

 

Ideally, we need to reincarnate Ronald Reagan and just make him, you know, permanent 

president, but. Because you talk about bipartisan. Now that dude right there, he had the entire 

country pretty much together. And ah, I miss him. 
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Q: And was there anything part of his sort of social message that resonated with you when he 

was running his campaign? 

 

Yancey: [09:47:06] As cliché-ish as it is, and every campaign has their little cliché, the Make 

America Great Again theme resonated with me a lot. I don’t know whether that’s a social 

commentary or not. It’s up for debate. Certainly, I would consider a social comment is 

immigration reform. This country is nothing but a country of diversity, of immigrants. We all 

came here from somewhere else at some point in time. I think his objective is to make it 

absolutely mandatory, no way to get around, but you got to come here legally to get the 

opportunities that we have to offer. 

 

Coming to this country illegally, and hiding from the law, and hiding from taxes, and this, that, 

and the other, that does us no good whatsoever. So, if you consider immigration reform a social 

issue, then yeah. I’m behind that one hundred percent. How sincere he is about bipartisanship, 

it’s a little too early to make a judgment call on that, I think. How sincere he is about trying hard 

for social justice for every race, it’s too early to tell how sincere he is about that. I haven’t seen 

him do anything to tell me that he’s, you know, not sincere about it. So that’s kind of where that 

is. The jury’s still out on all that. 

 

Q: How are we on time? 

 

Crew: We’re about fifteen minutes in, and it’s 9:50. 
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Q: A couple more things. We have to wrap up soon. Do you feel like you get a fair break? 

 

Yancey: [09:49:24] [sighs] Do I get a fair break? That, again, is a complicated concept. Breaks in 

life, aside from health issues, breaks in life, in my opinion, are a lot about what you make your 

own breaks. You get breaks if you take advantage of the opportunities that are afforded to you, 

like education and that sort of thing. The first job I had was pretty much a minimum-wage job. 

Minimum wage today was unheard of back then, but I was working while I was still in school. I 

learned the value of a dollar, the value of working for what you want. I didn’t like the kind of 

clothes my parents bought for me, so I went to work and earned my own money and bought my 

own clothes. So, yeah. I made my own break in that situation. I don’t feel like that life in general, 

certainly not the government, or society, or anybody else has handed me anything on a silver 

platter. They’ve not made breaks for me. 

 

I’ve seen an opportunity and I’ve done my best to take advantage of that. Have I done it all 

perfectly? No. If I were a better businessman, my business would be more successful than it is. 

Although, I’ve managed to make a decent living for myself and my family. And at sixty-five 

years of age, my business is now starting to boom. And I’ve been doing this for a long time. And 

this is starting to be—to look like the—going to be one of the best years I’ve ever had in my 

business. And, which hopefully, if it can hang on for a couple more years like that, will make my 

business that much more of a saleable commodity to someone, which is basically what I’d like to 

do, is sell it and retire with my wife, and go down to the lake, and just have fun. But, anyway. 

Yeah. Best I can answer that question. 
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Q: We’ve covered a lot of things. Do you have any questions? 

 

Crew: No, I don’t actually. 

 

Q: Is there anything that you think it’s important that we say in the context of a conversation 

about this, about raised whiteness, and that you think it’s important, that you really would like to 

say? 

 

Yancey: [09:52:07] [sighs] You may think this goes against everything that I’ve said before now, 

but one problem that I have with race in general is interracial marriage. And you may or may not 

edit this out, but I’m not a Hitler-type white supremacist at all. But I do feel like sort of the 

divine plan, for lack of a better way to put it, is races keeping to some point their ethnic identity, 

their singular ethnic identity. If you look at the grand design of life in general, the Bible says the 

lambs shall lay down with the lambs, and the lions lay down with the lions. If you look at all of 

the different species on earth, they’re very species-specific. Although dogs mongrelize within 

their own breeds, and cats mongrelize within their own breeds. Dogs don’t mongrelize with cats. 

Sparrows don’t mongrelize with cardinals. You know, white-tailed deer don’t mongrelize with 

coyotes. It’s kind of a double-edged sword, honestly. 

 

A lot of what I’m saying comes from what I consider to be religious belief. Some of it comes 

from—with experiences that I have had during the course of my life. And like I say, I don’t abide 

with any hate group, like the white supremacists, and the skinheads, and all that. They’re 

carrying way too many chips on their shoulders and trying—they’re going out there trying to 
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create problems. But I do honestly feel like, you know, marriage should be nationality or race 

specific. So that’s that. 

 

Q: Do you think that there—because I think the Loving case, was that in Virginia? 

 

Yancey: [09:54:59] Yes. 

 

Q: So, do you think that there should be laws against it? 

 

Yancey: [09:55:03] Hmm. [sighs] I don’t know that there should be written laws against it. 

There’s nothing you, I, nor anybody else is going to do at this point to prevent it. I don’t—should 

there be laws to prevent gay marriage? I don’t know. Do I agree with gay marriage? Absolutely 

not. I think that’s just totally, pfew, out there in some other universe. There again, because of my 

religious beliefs, marriage is between a man and a woman. There’s a reason for having opposite 

sexes. Right, wrong, or indifferent, that’s just the way I feel. 

 

I think at this point, where our heads are in modern society, I don’t think there can be laws 

against interracial marriage any more than there can be laws against gay marriage. We’ve gotten 

beyond that now. Whether I agree with it or not, I couldn’t stop it. I have actually voted against 

some candidates who have been at the forefront for battling for gay rights, and this, that, and the 

other, because I don’t believe in it. I can’t make it right or wrong. Not by myself. I’ll say I wish 

it weren’t a certain way, but it does not change anything. I don’t have to participate. 
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Along the same vein of thinking, I do believe there should be laws to protect my right—let’s say 

I’m a baker, own a bakery. And a gay couple or interracial couple comes in and wants me to 

make their cake. If I don’t believe in what they’re doing, I don’t have the right to say nothing. 

Just like if I own a bar and you come in and I think you’re intoxicated, I got a right to say, “No. 

I’m not going to serve you anymore.” If I own a business, I have a right to work for whoever I 

want to. If I’m not protected, then why should they be protected? 

 

Q: Do you— 

 

Yancey: [09:57:55] It’s complicated, but you know. 

 

Q: —do you have black customers in your business? 

 

Yancey: [09:58:01] Yes. I do. 

 

Q: And— 

 

Yancey: [09:58:04] In my business I have black customers. I have Hispanic customers. My 

business philosophy—and I will carry this to my grave because it was the way I was raised—

anything I do for one of my customers, I ask myself one question before I deliver it, or before I 

build it for them. Is this good enough to go in my home? If not, then that’s not going to go in 

yours. I don’t care what color you are, where you came from. If it’s not good enough for me, it’s 

not good enough for you. 
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Q: And in that same vein of religious belief, would you make something for an interracial 

couple? Would you make something for a gay couple? 

 

Yancey: [09:58:46] I already have. I have. Many, many years ago, one of the first times I 

worked, sort of worked for myself—I was more in the construction, contracting, rather than just 

cabinet work. I did a huge amount of work for an interracial couple right over on the Lakeside 

area. I have done several kitchens here in town for gay couples. Like I said, it should be my 

choice. If there can’t be laws to prevent gay marriage, interracial marriage, then there can’t be 

laws to demand that I have to. It’s my choice. I use the wedding cake example. I said if I were a 

baker. I’m not, but that has come up. That very situation has come up. And that’s just getting to 

be too much government. You know, the government puts their nose in way too many places that 

it doesn’t belong. So, I should have the right to choose. If they have the right to choose, I have 

the right to choose. So, there. 

 

Q: [coughs] Sorry about that cough. 

 

Yancey: [10:00:07] Don’t you be dying on me in the middle of this interview, now. 

 

Q: When you say you have experience, do you have experience with interracial marriage in your 

family? 
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Yancey: [10:00:19] Not interracial marriage. No. My daughter dated a black guy for a while. 

One of the finest people I’ve ever known in my life. I was not happy about it. I’m glad it didn’t 

run its course and they got married. Although I will tell you that in 2000, I was in hospital with 

pneumonia for almost two weeks, and flat on my back for four weeks at home. And had it not 

been for this young man, my hunting dogs probably would have starved to death because I was 

in no condition to take care of them. And without—I guess my daughter asked him. I didn’t. He 

volunteered. He came over to my house every day and fed and watered my dogs, cleaned the 

pens, everything. And I will forever be grateful for that. 

 

As you may or may not know, my daughter-in-law has an interracial child. We try very, very 

hard to not treat him any differently than we do with the rest of their kids. One of my brother-in-

laws was married to a Filipino girl. She was crazy as eight snakes, but [laughs] they’re not 

together any more. But they had three of the most gorgeous daughters you’ve ever seen in your 

life. And all three of them are, you know, successful, and either married with children, or 

working on it. So, yeah. I have some experience in my life with interracial and inter-nationality 

relationships. 

 

Q: So I guess, I wonder, seeing those examples in your life, it still makes you uncomfortable, 

though. And do you have— 

 

Yancey: [10:02:19] Well, let’s— 

 

Q: Go ahead. 



  Yancey –1 – 33 
 

 

Yancey: [10:02:21] Uncomfortable to a point. But I will say this. It has—not that anybody had to 

twist my arm necessarily. But it has—instead of using the word forced, I’ll use the word taught 

me to be a little more tolerant. Am I really gung-ho about it? Not really. Do I recommend it to 

everybody? Absolutely not, but we’re dealing here with my faith, my opinions, and that sort of 

thing. So just like I can’t force you to abide by my religious beliefs, I can’t force you or anybody 

else to abide by any other belief that I have. 

 

Like I say, do I wish things were different? Absolutely. But like my friend of mine says, “Wish 

in this hand and poop in that one and see which one fills up the fastest.” I cope with it. I deal 

with it. Things are going, in a lot of different ways, going really awry in this country. And in a 

way I’m glad I won’t be around that much longer to see it get any much worse, because I see it 

getting worse before it gets better. I really do. Unfortunately, I do see it potentially getting worse. 

Doesn’t have to—actually have to be that way. 

 

People need to get their head out of their butts and at least find a way to peacefully co-exist. 

Whether you agree with me or not. That don’t mean you got to come in here and hate me. 

Whether I agree with you or not. I don’t have to go in here and hate you. Let’s find some way to 

get along, you know? If you’re an honest straight shooter with me, I’ll be an honest straight 

shooter with you. I don’t care who you are. I try to judge people on their performance, you know. 

And just like any employee I’ve ever had, whether they keep their job, whether they get a raise, 

whatever, is performance-based. And that’s the way I think everything in life ought to be, should 

be performance-based. 
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People who are on the government dole—that’s not the right word to use, but any public 

assistance program, okay? If you’re going to get public assistance, then you need to take a drug 

test before you get your check every month. You need to—what I’d love to see is anyone who is 

on any sort of public assistance, if they are physically able to do it. I know there are the elder and 

the infirmed and all that who cannot. 

 

But if you are able-bodied, then you should absolutely have to work at something, whether it’s a 

minimum-wage job digging a ditch, flipping burgers at McDonald’s, or whatever. Whatever 

amount of money that you can make, that will supplement you if that’s the best you can do if you 

need a little bit more. I don’t know what the numbers are. Let’s say the average welfare payment 

is a, $1,000 dollars a month, okay? If you can go out and get a job and make $500 dollars a 

month, okay, then we’ll give you the other five. You’re showing an effort. Everything in my 

opinion is performance-based, effort-based. If you’re not going to put forth any effort, then you 

don’t deserve anything from us, from me, from the government. As long as you’re putting forth 

the effort and you’re doing the best you can do, yeah, you need a hand? Fine. I’ll give you a 

hand. 

 

Some of the people, the street people out here, I’ve got a pretty good eye on knowing which ones 

are really needing and which ones are out here for the easy buck. I know that there are several 

that I’ve watched. And they’re on the corner with their little sign. 
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One guy in particular is drawing a military pension, and he’s also drawing a retirement from the 

city police department. And he’s out here on the corner with a little sign, Vietnam veteran. 

Please help. Well, you got to be kidding me, dude. You are making these other people who really 

need help, putting them all in a bad light. Will I help you? No. There are several street people, 

homeless people, in the area where my shop is. And sometimes I’ll go out of my way to go 

across the street and help them out a little bit. 

 

One old guy that goes around with a shopping cart. Every once in a while, he comes right down 

my street where my shop is. And more than once I've stopped him and asked him, you know, 

“Have you had anything to eat today?” And, “Ah, a little bit slack today.” And I’ll give him five 

or ten bucks, you know? This dude is—circumstances put him where he is. But I’ve also had 

people with little signs, “Will work for food.” And okay. I’ll take them over to my shop and have 

them, you know, rake up the trash behind the building. And then pay them. If you’re going to 

hold a sign that says, “I will work for food,” prove it, you know, and I’ll take care of you. So. 

That was complicated and long-winded, wasn’t it? 

 

Q: No. 

 

Yancey: [10:07:43] Didn’t mean it to be long-winded. Sorry. 

 

Q: You’re a great storyteller. I can see why, you know, it’s like—it’s funny. Your daughter-in-

law who was here, too, is also a good talker. So, I— 
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Yancey: [10:07:52] Oh, yes. Yes, she is. 

 

Q: I’d like to see you two together because you both can talk. So— Both you and Melanie were 

like some of the better interviews. You were two of the better interviews we’ve done in the two 

weekends we’ve been here. So, it’s interesting that both you came—that they’re both from the 

same family. There’s something in the water. 

 

Yancey: [10:10:57] Well, actually, I was pretty surprised that she recommended me for this 

survey, knowing that we are—in a lot of ways, polar opposites on a lot of different things. I 

would certainly consider her a Liberal, politically speaking. And I’m a Conservative. I’m real 

surprised that she wanted me involved in this. So, I’m kind of tickled actually. I’m impressed 

that she thought it a good idea to get, you know, opposite views. Because I know she knows I 

have a lot of opposite views from her, but. 

 

Q: Well, we talked to her a little bit. And one of the things that’s been challenging for the project 

is sometimes getting people who were more Conservative, because they think they’re – you said; 

it’s a delicate conversation. And they’re afraid they misunderstood. And they think, oh, 

Columbia University. You got a bunch of Liberal loonies from New York. I don’t want to talk to 

them. And really the goal is to hear a lot of different—get a lot of different viewpoints that—if 

we don’t have a lot of different viewpoints, we’re not doing our job. 
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And this is not about like an agenda or a judgment, as to trying to like sort of understand how 

different white people live in the world. So, what we’re going to do now is take a few stills of 

you. So, you just—this is the hardest part. You just sit still. 

 

Yancey: [10:12:18] Sit still. Mug shot. 

 

Q: Mug shot. There you are. I’m sure there’s plenty of those. 

 

Crew: Could you bring your chin down just a tad? 

 

Q: Now you can smile. 

 

Yancey: [10:12:40] Nope. 

 

Q: No. Okay. 

 

Yancey: [10:12:42] I don’t smile for photos. 

 

Q: Okay. Good. 

 

Yancey: [10:12:44] Not very much anyway. 

 

Q: Okay. No smile. Just relax your face. 
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Yancey: [10:12:49] Kind of crappy grin. 

 

Q: Mmm. Great. Thank you very very— 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 


