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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Interviewee Carmen 

Weatherbee conducted by Whitney Dow on September 24th, 2017. This interview is part of the 

Columbia University Study on White People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that s/he/they is/are reading a verbatim transcript of 

the spoken word, rather than written prose. 



 

 

Q: Can you tell me your name, where you’re from, what you do, and a little bit about yourself, a 

bit of background.  

 

Weatherbee: [12:26:36] Sure. My name is Carmen [Weatherbee]. I am thirty-seven years old. 

I’ve been born and raised in Lansing, Michigan. I own a shop in Marshall [Michigan]. It’s a mid-

century, modern resale shop. I have two children, both boys, ages seven and eleven. Yeah. 

[Laughs] 

 

Q: Tell me, if you’re from Lansing, why Marshall?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:27:01] There is a long story behind it that involves a stupid boy, but my 

diplomatic term is that the rent out there is way cheaper.  

 

Q: [Interruption] Tell me a little bit about where you grew up, what was your childhood like, the 

neighborhood you grew up in and uh, yeah?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:28:11] So the area I grew up in is called Holt [Michigan], which is a suburb of 

Lansing. Basic suburban hell that you imagine when you think of suburbia—the nice lawns with 

the white picket fence. I think that my childhood was reasonably normal. I feel my childhood 
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was pretty normal. I had my two parents. They were divorced, but everybody else’s were. We 

had our hardships, but I don’t feel like anything was overly crazy, bad or anything. I feel just like 

your basic suburban hell, I call it.  

 

Q: What was the community like that you grew up in? Was it segregated, diverse, white, black, 

Latino? What was the neighborhood like that you grew up in?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:29:06] I think predominantly white. At the time that I grew up in Holt, it was 

really basically white with a few minorities. I grew up with a racist dad who wouldn’t allow us to 

live in a neighborhood that would involve any diversity.  

 

Q: Tell me a little about your father. When you say he was a racist dad, in what way was that 

evident?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:29:32] My dad, how I see him as a racist—I love my dad dearly, but he’s old. 

He’s eighty years old and any time we get around family gatherings he would always talk about 

how black people were the problem and everything like that. It’s never anything I ever really 

bought into, thankfully. I know that I still try to change my dad’s views because he’ll always 

ask—in my current neighborhood I have a pretty diverse neighborhood, I suppose. He’s always 

asking who the problem is, and I don’t have any problems, and I think that kind of messes with 

his ideology about race and everything like that.  
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Q: What sort of impact did it have on you growing up and how you saw yourself, saw your own 

race, saw other peoples’ race having a father that spoke so openly about his dislike for people of 

other colors and races?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:30:33] Growing up with that kind of influence in my life, I never really 

understood it. I didn’t understand why he had issues with anybody of other races, religion, or 

lifestyle choices, he would say. I don’t feel that, but that’s what he would call it. I never 

understood it and I would question him about it and he’d always say, “Well, you’re just too 

young to understand. You don’t know anything because you’re too young.” Whenever I would 

question why he would think that – he’s been around longer. He’s seen more than me, so clearly, 

he knew more than me. As I grew up I never really bought into that, thankfully. I am thankful 

that I didn’t have to learn the hard way, I suppose, to love. I suppose that’s what I would say.  

 

Q: What motivated you to participate in this project?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:31:28] It was interesting. Honestly, the content made me slightly 

uncomfortable, which means there’s room for growth. When you take part in something that 

questions race, and especially a race that, quite honestly, I’m a little ashamed to be white, 

especially the way things are now. I feel really sad for a lot of people and I feel sad for the way a 

lot of my race makes other people feel. It makes me feel uncomfortable, so I feel like there’s 

room for growth for me and for other people, hopefully.  

 



  Weatherbee – Session 1 – 6 
 

Q: Can you talk a little about being ashamed of your race? What makes you ashamed of your 

race? Why does it make you ashamed? Do you feel implicated by your color, or what is it that 

makes you ashamed for other people’s behavior?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:32:20] I feel like the way that a lot of people who group people into classes in 

different groups, I’m also grouped in with those people; the people who are waving the 

Confederate flags, the people who are doing the white nationalist stuff. I feel like I’m 

automatically grouped in them, and it’s embarrassing. I’m sad when I hear my friends of color 

talk about how much this hurts them. It hurts me, because I don’t know what I can do.  

 

Q: Somehow, I see you have a lot of tattoos and piercing. You told me a little earlier, you’ve got 

a lot more tattoos. Is there any relationship between the tattoos you’re getting and how you feel 

about your race?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:33:11] I don’t know about that. Normally, with my tattoos, I don’t feel like they 

associate with me wanting to separate myself from them. I think that my tattoos just make me 

feel less insecure in areas that I would feel insecure about otherwise. Like I didn’t like my arms, 

so I got tattoos on my arms, and they made me feel pretty, so that’s what I liked. Also, a lot of 

the white supremacist neo-Nazi guys had a lot tattoos, so if anything, I probably want to avoid 

looking more like them, if I could. [Laughs] These are all just fun for me and make me feel good 

about me.  
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Q: The reason I ask is, I’ve interviewed a few people who had a lot of tattoos and piercings and 

various things, and some of the people have said that, they basically do it to separate themselves 

from mainstream white people, or they don’t want to look like mainstream white people. They 

want to look like individuals.  

 

Weatherbee: [12:34:07] There is some validation in that. In fact, I was just speaking to 

somebody recently about it. It’s not that I want to be different. It’s just that I don’t want to be 

like them. I feel like there’s a difference. I’m not going to go out and try to set myself apart, but I 

definitely am not going to just sit there and follow what they’re going to do. I’m going to do my 

own thing. I’m not trying to be different. It’s just that I don’t want to be like them.  

 

Q: You say, them. Who do you mean?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:34:35] Mainstream. I have this philosophy with how the mainstream is. It’s 

almost like cattle going into this slaughterhouse, single-file line, and that’s what everyone’s just 

doing. I’m like the cow over in the corner, I’m not going in that line. That’s how I feel. I just 

don’t want to get into that line off to the slaughterhouse.  

 

Q: Let’s talk a little bit about your relation to your own race. You said you were white. What is it 

that makes you white?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:35:09] I’m told that, I suppose. [Interruption] The reason why I feel that I’m 

white or say that I’m white is because that’s what I’m told. My heritage that I am aware of comes 
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from Europe. I think everything within that class leads me to be white. I guess I really never even 

thought about that question before, of why I associate myself with white. That’s just what I’ve 

been told. Yikes [laughs].   

 

Q: People have told you, but you don’t think of yourself as white?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:35:39] I don’t really think of myself in any. I don’t know. I’m just Carmen. 

That’s who I am. I don’t really associate myself as white or not white, or gay, not gay. I’m just 

me.  

 

Q: How often do you think about your own race?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:35:56] I think about it when I watch the news. [Interruption] The times that I 

think about my own race would be when I’m watching the news, and I’m watching the police 

shootings on African Americans. The times that it’s really like, this is what the world is right 

now, where you have to identify, I suppose. I don’t know if you have to, but it seems like media 

really makes you feel like you have to.  

 

Q: What about in your personal life, the experiences you would have: are there times in your 

own life on a day-to-day basis that aren’t related to watching something, but just how you’re 

treated or how the things you see make you think about your own race.  
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Weatherbee: [12:36:42] Thankfully, and this is going to sound so awful. I don’t feel that my 

normal day-to-day, without watching news, that I feel that I’m having to realize that my race is 

white. I don’t think about it, other than when I watch the news, honestly, unless I’m being asked 

questions, obviously. Usually I don’t think about it.  

 

Q: Why do you think you don’t think about your own race?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:37:11] I don’t know. That’s a good question. I don’t know why I don’t think 

about my own race. Maybe I’m too busy in my day-to-day stuff. I’m carpooling kids around. I’m 

running a business. I don’t know if that’s why it doesn’t come to my mind, but I can’t think of a 

time in my life where I did think about it, other than when it’s brought to my attention. It’s not 

something that I think about on my own, I suppose. I’m sure if my dad brings something up I 

think about it then. But I think for the most part, I don’t think about it.  

 

Q: Can you tell me about Marshall, Texas and the community that you have your shop in?  

 

Weatherbee: Marshall, Michigan?  

 

Q: Yeah.  

 

Weatherbee: No, that’s fine.  
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Q: There’s a movie called Marshall, Texas. Marshall, Michigan and the place where you have 

your shop. What’s it like? Is it a diverse community? What’s its history like? Yeah, just a little 

about the community.  

 

Weatherbee: [12:38:09] So, I’m pretty new to Marshall. I’ve only had my shop for six months 

now and I don’t live there, so I don’t really know a ton about Marshall. What I do know and 

what I’ve heard, it’s a really small community. Everybody knows everybody, and I have learned 

that. I can’t go to a bar now without seeing somebody I know, which is crazy, because I don’t get 

that at home. So yeah, I don’t really know. Everything that I know about Marshall is from what I 

heard, because I don’t actually sit and interact with people from Marshall too much, because I’m 

working, or I’m home. I don’t have a ton of time to interact, other than when I’m at the store.  

 

Q: What have you heard about Marshall, Texas?  

 

Weatherbee: Um, what I’ve heard about –  

 

Q: [unclear] [laughter] 

 

Weatherbee: [12:38:47] It’s all right, we’ll just keep it going, it’s all right. As far as what I’ve 

heard about Marshall, I’ve heard a lot of things. It’s just a really small community. I know that 

they want to grow. As far as, I’ve talked to the Chamber and everything like that, they’re trying 

to attract a younger group, more people coming in. Honestly, all I’ve heard is, everybody knows 

everybody’s business. It’s just a small town. There was a lot of debate when the Albion and 
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Marshall schools combined, which I didn’t understand. I’d never been to Albion. So I went to 

Albion, and it’s pretty far away, so I don’t know if that was the problem. Logistically speaking, it 

seems like a crazy amount. But I’ve heard stories that it wasn’t about that, but I don’t know 

firsthand anything.  

 

Q: What have you heard that it was about?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:39:46] The fact that there was like lower income people coming in to Marshall. 

I don’t know if that’s true or not, so I hate to say anything. I’m, by no means, an expert or 

anything. I haven’t seen anything firsthand saying otherwise. It’s just what I hear from people in 

Albion that come into my shop and talk to me about it. That’s how they feel. That it was more an 

economic thing that Marshall didn’t want from Albion. Honestly, the people that I’ve interacted 

with from Marshall, I don’t get that feel. There’s a lot of ways that I feel Marshall is diverse. I 

don’t know. I think it’s just how people perceive things and that’s how I’m getting things is 

through their perceptions, so it’s hard to say.  

 

Q: How would you describe yourself? What are some of the key pieces of your identity?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:40:47] Key pieces of my identity would be mom, obviously. The fact that I 

played roller derby for three-and-a-half years. I feel like that is a big thing. Mom and derby girl, 

and somehow a blend of that with a little punk rock. That’s me, with a love of vintage, of course. 

That’s kind of me in a handbag.  
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Q: Why do you think that you don’t think that, when you talk about the things that really make 

you, you and your identity, that you don’t talk about being white? 

 

Weatherbee: [12:41:23] The reason why I don’t identify necessarily as white—I just don’t think 

about it. A lot of places that I frequent now in my life, it’s not like I’m, “oh, that person’s this, 

that person’s that.” I just walk in and do what I need to do. Sometimes I interact with people. I 

like to talk to people. I don’t like, “oh, I’m interacting with a such-and-such person.” I’m just 

talking to a person. I don’t identify other people necessarily as something, so I wouldn’t identify 

myself. If that makes sense.  

 

Q: Do you think that in your life that you’ve gotten any benefits from being white?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:42:03] I don’t doubt me being white has helped me out in life. As I was reading 

through the questionnaire for the interview, there was a lot of things. “What role do you play in 

your neighborhood?” I’m like, I don’t have any. I know that as a white person, I’m lucky to have 

that view because I know some of my friends don’t have that opportunity. They have to worry 

about being the black person in the community. They have to worry about that stuff. So I know, 

as a white person, that I am aware that me being white has helped me in getting jobs, I’m sure. 

Lots of things that I’m unaware of, but I do know as the culture is kind of erupting into this that 

I, most likely, have had it at some point in my life, if not every day, and I’m just unaware.  

 

Q: Are there any drawbacks to being white?  
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Weatherbee: [12:43:00] Hm, I suppose being classified with a neo Nazi. That’s pretty crappy. I 

don’t like that. [Interruption] Oh, I’m sorry, yes. Can you repeat the question?  

 

Q: Are there any drawbacks to being white?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:43:14] I think the one drawback, or there’s probably many, but the major 

drawback that I see of being white is being associated with KKK and neo Nazi and these crazy 

Christians that are like, this is how it has to be because this is my religion. I would say that’s a 

pretty big drawback.  

 

Q: Think about history. Do you feel any relationship to – when you think about the history of 

America and the fact that there was slavery, and government-mandated segregation, do you feel 

now in 2017 as a white person, do we have any relationship to that past, that racist past?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:44:02] I think as far as the history goes and with slavery and segregation—most 

definitely with segregation. There’s people who still remember that who are living with us today. 

There’s no doubt that that impacts everything.  

 

As far as slavery goes, we know that generations later we’re still feeling that. People are still 

feeling the effects of slavery as it’s passed down through the generations, and it makes me so, so 

sad. It doesn’t sound like enough. When I say it, it’s not enough to just be sorry. It’s not enough 

to say that it’s sad, and I don’t know what to do with that feeling. That feeling that’s carried 
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over; the people who had to suffer through segregation and the people who had to suffer through 

slavery; I don’t know what I can do that would be enough to express my sorrow for them.  

 

Q: It seems that what you’re saying is that you think that because of that, there’s some sort of 

obligation. Do we as white people have an obligation to black Americans?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:45:12] I think as a white person, I feel especially when it comes to segregation, 

these ideas that are manifested with segregation and slavery are impacted on white people. Look 

at my dad. My dad lived through segregation and he still feels that it should be segregated. So I 

think, yes, as white people we have an obligation to help change that culture, to help people who 

have been through there.  

 

The black people around my dad’s age didn’t get the education opportunity that he did. So yeah, 

I think definitely. They’re starting out from a lower base because they didn’t have the structure 

that my dad was offered. Even though he was a poor white family, he still had more opportunity 

than a black family at that time. You’re kind of starting off with an empty reservoir and you’re 

trying to fill it, and it’s so hard. Yeah, I do feel that there’s an obligation from the white 

community to help.  

 

Q: Do you think that you dad would agree with you that you had a benefit to being white?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:46:30] I’m not sure if my dad would agree with me if he had benefits being 

white. It’s almost like he sees black people like second, like not even people, which is just 
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disgusting for it to come out of my mouth. It’s just terrible. He doesn’t see that there’s benefit. I 

don’t even want to say what he has said because it’s just so disturbing to me. Having it leave my 

lips and going on film makes me feel like it spreads hate, but he doesn’t see most black people as 

human. He doesn’t see him being white as being a state of privilege, or anything like that, 

because they’re lower than human. Sorry. Oh, I hate saying that. It’s an awful thing to say, even 

if it’s not my belief, it’s something I know that’s out there.  

 

Q: People always say racism is hereditary. What is it about you or your experience that you can 

grow up in a household that was filled with overt racism, and still have a relationship where you 

love your father and all that stuff? What made you change your views, or what made you not 

develop those views and eventually develop your own set of views of the world?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:47:58] Growing up, obviously, I was inundated with this mindset. I think very, 

very young I was always slightly rebellious. Thankfully, that is the thing that I took away; I don’t 

want to be like my dad. I didn’t want to be like my mom. I didn’t want to be like my dad, so that 

led me to no drugs, no smoking and luckily, not being a racist. Yay! [laughs] I think that my 

rebellion attitude has always carried me into something a little bit better than – I said better—

that’s not good. I mean, I definitely feel like I have a better attitude about the world than thinking 

everybody’s going to kill me. I think the rebellion is the biggest part of the reason why I didn’t 

carry that belief with me.  

 

Q: I like that rebellion manifested itself with not doing drugs or smoking. [Laughter] You went 

the other way and you rebelled by not doing drugs and smoking.  
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Weatherbee: [12:49:03] Well, for me, personal history. My mom wasn’t very active due to her 

drugs lifestyle of her partners who did drugs. I grew up with a lot of hard drugs around me and 

seeing that lifestyle firsthand. I think that was the way I was rebellious against that. I don’t even 

know how to bring this up. A big part of my stuff— like I drink. I’m not even going to lie that I 

used to drink. I still do on occasion, but my biggest thing is losing control of my body. I was 

raped when I was eighteen and I feel that my drinking had parts to do with that and me not being 

able to control what happened to me. I feel like that’s been a big role for me, to not want to be 

heavy in substance abuses, in general.  

 

Q: It’s interesting because I think that there’s – one of the reasons we came to Michigan is 

there’s a lot of talk with people like white people who are working class white people who have 

more economic [unclear] are the ones that move towards a conservative and anti-immigrant 

position that allowed them that led to voting for Donald Trump who made race one of the pieces 

of his campaign. It’s interesting that you didn’t see where you had a lot of advantages growing 

up. You didn’t seem like you had a lot of overt head start on a lot of people, yet you talk really 

about having privileges. It’s interesting. How do those two things fit together?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:50:48] I think as I talked about earlier, even though I might not have had 

everything growing up, I know that I started off with a whole lot better base than a lot of other 

people. My dad was given opportunities that maybe my friend’s dad of the same age wouldn’t 

have had because of his age and his color. I feel that’s where the reservoir is already fuller on our 

end, just because we are fortunate enough to have that base. Where, it’s harder to fill over there. I 
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feel like I might not have had everything, but I definitely had enough, and I never felt that I 

was—I don’t know what the word is. I never felt that—I don’t know what the word is. Sorry. I 

lost my train of thought.  

 

Q: You said some really wonderful things. [Interruption] Tell me a little about where you live 

now. You live in Lansing?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:51:53] I live in Lansing.  

 

Q: How did you get connected to this project which is based in the Battle Creek area? How did 

you find out about this? 

 

Weatherbee: [12:52:03] I had a researcher come into my store in Marshall. Ironically, on the day 

after the Memorial Day parade. We were getting stuff set up for the next week. It was a day off. I 

was down there with my kids and a researcher came in and talked to me. I was like, all right. 

This sounds all right. I’ll check it out. I did the online survey. Like I said, it made me 

uncomfortable, so anything that came from it, I definitely feel that there could be growth 

involved in it. That’s the biggest thing that attracted me to the project.  

 

Q: Why did the survey make you feel uncomfortable?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:52:38] Any time we talk about race, in general. Specifically, me being white or 

my role as a white person, it makes me feel guilty. I don’t know necessarily how to address that. 
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Hopefully, this project will help address that more openly to other people, too, and hopefully I 

learn from something from it, as well.  

 

Q: Why do you feel guilty?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:53:04] I feel guilty mostly because of how things are manifesting out there. 

People protesting. The people who are going out protesting like these Confederate soldier statues 

coming down. That’s how I feel that, as a white person, I am perceived, and I don’t want to be 

perceived that way because that’s totally not my game there at all.  

 

Q: When you talk about white, why do you think a lot of white people feel so uncomfortable 

talking about whiteness and their own race?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:53:42] I think white people, in general, would feel uncomfortable because we 

have been the bad people for so long. Trying to change that, it seems like it’s an uphill battle. 

Even my dad, I’m just the next generation. I know that there’s people in my generation that feel 

this way, that white people are superior or whatever that mindset is. I don’t know. It seems like 

an uphill battle to just embrace humanity as opposed to segregation and placing people into 

groups.  

 

Q: When you talk about your experience as a woman, do you think—and I’ve had this 

conversation with a lot of women during the course of these interviews. Do you think that you’ve 

gotten more benefits as a white person, or offset by more challenges as being a woman? Which is 
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the dominant area of your life? Is it overcoming the difficulties of being a woman in American 

culture, or is it enjoying the privileges of being a white American?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:54:51] I think, as far as gender versus race thing goes, I feel as a white 

American I’ve experienced more privilege than any setbacks as a woman would be, because at 

least I’m a white woman. I think a woman of color would have more challenges than me. I think 

that I experience more privilege for being white versus me being a woman.  

 

Q: Are you religious? Do you have a set of religious beliefs? Do you go to church?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:55:17] I do not. I do not attend church. I don’t have a faith that I attach to or 

anything.  

 

Q: How familiar are you with Battle Creek?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:55:28] I’m not very familiar with Battle Creek at all.  

 

Q: What about Michigan, in general? Actually, where have you lived in Michigan other than 

Lansing?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:55:43] Lansing. [laughter] Lansing and the surrounding areas. I have had longer 

stays in the Detroit and Jackson area, as well, but I never lived there. It was just extended stays 

for a couple months or something.  
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Q: What about your personal life? You’re clearly someone who thinks about this stuff. You’re 

someone who’s changed, very actively engages their parents. On your social circle, how diverse 

is your personal social circle? Your good friends that you spend time with.   

 

Weatherbee: [12:56:22] I think my good friends that I spend the most time with, they’re mostly 

female. Most of us have tattoos. I do have one guy friend in there that’s heavily tattooed, head 

and everything. For the most part, if we were going to speak race, I would say they’re probably 

mostly white. There’s like that super inner circle of three or four people. Then once you get out 

to the outer ring, then it gets a lot more diverse.  

 

Q: That’s something that I hear a lot from people who—just thinking about people who care 

about social justice and living in a more just community and stuff. Is that in general, that our 

inner circles tend to look a lot like us. Why do you think that is?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:57:20] I’ve never – that’s interesting. I had never thought about how my inner-

inner circle reflected as someone like me, that they looked like me until the question was asked. 

That is a good question. My really close friend right now I’ve only just met since I’ve had my 

store in Marshall, and she’s from Marshall. Grew up in Windsor, so she’s not totally Marshall. 

Her and I clicked right away. We were wearing the same shoes and clearly, you have to be 

besties after that. Yeah, she’s got the piercings, tattoos, and everything like that. I never really 

put anything together on that, other than the same shoes. Clearly, then we’re obviously going for 

the same thing. We even did the shoe cling and everything. That sealed the deal. We’re best 
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friends. [laughter] Other than that, I’ve never thought of that. I’m not really sure. I don’t know if 

I can answer that question.  

 

Q: I think that’s something that I think is common with people, that they feel comfortable with 

people that are like them and that’s kind of human. The next question would be, is that bad? Is 

self-segregation necessarily bad? If we say that diversity is good, and you talked about having 

this outer ring that’s very diverse as a positive thing. Is segregation, if it’s voluntarily, always a 

bad thing?  

 

Weatherbee: [12:58:53] If it’s voluntary? That’s a good question. I think that if it’s involuntary it 

would be better. Mine just happened. I feel like most friendships and if our inner circles are the 

same, it just kind of happens. It’s not like I’m going out and, you can’t be my best friend because 

you’re this. You can’t be my best friend because of this. You can’t be part of my circle because 

of whatever. I think that’s when it gets to that sticky situation, that once you start labeling 

somebody or once you start excluding people because of differences, I think that’s when it 

becomes an issue. Because by any stretch of the means, I have not done that purposely. That’s 

just kind of how it happened. So I don’t know. That’s a good question too.  

 

Q: Doing well with the good questions. [laughter] Was there anything particular that you wanted 

to talk about when you came into this interview? Like, “oh, I wanted to talk about this. There’s a 

few things on my mind that I wanted to say.”  
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Weatherbee: [13:00:03] I don’t think want was necessarily—I knew that I was going to be kind 

of at the mercy of your questions, so I came in knowing that. I’m really excited about the 

questions that you’ve asked, because it’s going to be rolling in my head for a while now. Helping 

me observe my life a little bit differently, which is what I really wanted to come here for, just to 

get a different perspective. Obviously, you guys are big city folk. [laughs] It’s a little bit different 

than what I’m used to. It’s kind of interesting to hear your perspective on things. Obviously, the 

questions that are generated are coming from that, so it’s interesting to me.  

 

Q: How attached are you to your whiteness?  

 

Weatherbee: [13:00:49] God. I don’t know if I’m necessarily attached. I don’t know. Clearly, my 

skin’s attached to me. I suppose at that point, it’s pretty attached. As far as my identification, it’s 

not like I feel like I have to stay within this square of a white thing. I can expand on that if I ever 

wanted to. I don’t have to keep my friends white. I don’t have to, I don’t know. 

 

Q: The other question is, let’s say you were given a choice to walk through a door and there’s a 

50/50 chance that, after you walk through that door, you’ll be black. Or you could go through 

this other door and you’ll just stay how you are. Would you hesitate or would you change? 

Would that make a difference to you?  

 

Weatherbee: [13:01:37] Wooh, that’s a loaded question. You see, I feel like there is a right or 

wrong answer. That’s what’s sad, but I do feel that. Obviously, I’m aware of my white privilege. 

That goes back to, would I want to go through a door that I know that’s going to be harder for me 
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and that I’m going to have to work harder for things. I feel like a horrible person because I would 

say, I’d walk through the white door, you know, the white person door. I feel bad for that 

because I know that I have that privilege. I, oh, that makes me a little sad to think about though. I 

don’t know why. I feel like at that point, I’m just like, eh. I don’t know, if I had the choice. I 

don’t know why this is so hard for me, but it is. That’s a tough one. That’s a tough one to answer 

because I feel guilty for my answer. That’s the problem, I think. It’s the same guilt that’s 

associated with being white, but I would still choose it because it’s easier.  

 

Q: Has there ever been a moment when you’ve consciously taken advantage of your race?  

 

Weatherbee: [13:02:57] No, but there’s times that I’ve taken advantage of me being a woman. 

I’m not going to like about that, but not my race. No. [laughs] I’m not going to lie, if a cop pulls 

me over, this shirt goes a little lower [laughs], but not necessarily my race.  

 

Q: Do you feel like you interact differently with people of color than you do with white people?  

 

Weatherbee: [13:03:17] I hope not. I think in roller derby, you interact with all sorts of people; 

gender, race, everything. They just become teammates or friends. I don’t feel that I have treated 

them differently. I hope not. I haven’t consciously seen that, where I treat anyone different.  

 

Q: I think that’s pretty much it. [Interruption] I think that was great. You were really a great 

interviewee because you answer really clearly and directly. I really appreciate that.  
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Weatherbee: [13:03:58] Thank you. I hope I don’t sound like a raving craziness.  

 

Q: No. You sound like a raving, logical person.  

 

Weatherbee: [13:04:07] Wooh. [laughs] That’s good. I was really concerned with the content of 

the film, or the documentary, that I would come off as a white privileged piece of crap. That’s 

what my worry was. I don’t want to be like this stupid—“oh, I’m white and I know it, it’s okay.” 

I do know that there’s suffering in the world. I’m not oblivious to that and I hope I don’t come 

off as somebody who doesn’t see it.  

 

Q: What we’ll do now is we’ll take some stills of you.   

 

END OF INTERVIEW 


