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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Melanie [K.] Tazza 

conducted by Whitney Dow on December 16th, 2017. This interview is part of the Study on 

White People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



 

 

 

Q: So, the first thing if you could just tell me your name, where you’re from, and just a little 

about yourself. 

 

Tazza: [08:08:46] Okay. My name is Melanie [K.] Tazza. I grew up about twenty minutes south 

of Richmond in Chesterfield County [Virginia], and I am married and have five kids and just 

kind of like life. 

 

Q: What’s Chesterfield County like? What was it like growing up there? What was the 

community like, your family like? Was it, you know, rural, urban, diverse, homogenized? 

 

Tazza: [08:09:12] Where I lived was very homogenized. My parents lived in The Fan [district, 

Richmond, Virginia] until they were pregnant with me and then they moved Southside to raise 

their family because, you know, Richmond wasn’t a place that you could raise a family. Unless 

you had large sums of money and you could afford private school and things of that nature.  

 

So I grew up in Brandermill [Virginia], which was this really cool subdivision that was 

developed in the ‘70s. They left like a ton of trees and things like that, and there was bike paths 

all throughout the community, so I could walk to my school, I could walk to the lake. It was 
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really neat in that we didn’t need any kind of stimulation. There’s no outside stimulation. You 

could just go outside, and hang out, and run for miles and miles and not leave the little 

community that you were in. 

 

Q: And what did that community—you said it wasn’t very diverse. Was that mostly white? Was 

it mixed? What was your relationship to race when you were growing up? 

 

Tazza: [08:10:25] The community that I lived in when I was growing up was mostly white. I 

don’t remember seeing anyone of any other race while I was growing up there. And even in my 

schools, I don’t really remember that many people of another race. It wasn’t until I was in middle 

school and I started participating in some extracurricular sports outside of my school that drew 

people from the county as a whole that I met—that I had to interact with people of another race, 

really. 

 

Q: And do you remember thinking it—like when you first sort of became aware of your race, 

there were other races and then how you thought about that? 

 

Tazza: [08:11:11] I do not specifically remember when I noticed people of another race. I don’t 

know how it became this way. Because you would think that if you are only exposed to people of 

your race and then you’re suddenly exposed to people of another race that you would be taken 

aback. But for some reason, to me, it was never really an issue besides the general like, you 

know, people say they can’t see color, but we all see color. Like even my dad that’s colorblind 

sees color, so—besides just noticing that. Otherwise, I didn’t have any feelings. They were 
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always just people to me. And I was actually kind of excited. I didn’t really have that many 

friends in the community that I lived in, so I was excited to get to meet new people and see how 

they lived. 

 

Q: And why do you think that there were no people of color in your community?  

 

Tazza: [08:12:06] I think that one of the reasons there were no people of color in my community 

is because it was upper-middle-class, and so I think that that is harder to attain sometimes for 

people of color. I think that if I’m a person of color, why would I want to move into a place 

where there’s no one like me? I don’t know. I wouldn’t necessarily want to subject myself and 

my kids to that. I think I’d try to find a place that has a little more diversity. 

 

Q: And where do you live now? 

 

Tazza: [08:12:45] Right now, I live in Henrico County [Virginia], and the neighborhood that we 

live in—I don’t know about the neighborhood as a whole. The neighborhood, as a whole, is 

about twenty years old. We just built a house there, so there’s this one little tract that was just 

finished developing, and it’s pretty diverse. You know, I wouldn’t say we’re a minority, but we 

are pretty equal. There are several families from Nepal. There’s a couple of Muslim families. 

There are some families from Africa and then there are three-to-four white families, so—it’s the 

first time we’ve actually lived in a pretty diverse community.  
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Q: And how has that been? Was that something that you sought out, or was it something that just 

happened because that’s where you found the property, or what was it? What led to the decision 

to move there? 

 

Tazza: [08:13:41] The decision to move there was not based on the diversity. When we put the 

contract on our house, there were only two other homes that were built, and we had no idea, you 

know, who we were going to be living with. We did know that the middle school and elementary 

school that it’s zoned to were pretty evenly mixed. The middle school that my son goes to is 

sixty-five percent African American, and like eighteen percent Hispanic, and I think it’s like 

twenty-three percent white, and then a bunch of other things is mixed in there. And then the 

elementary school that my kids go to, there is like twenty-seven different nationalities that are 

represented there, and they speak ten different languages that are there. And so we knew all of 

that, so we knew that we had a pretty good chance of it being a little bit diverse, so.  

 

Because the neighborhood that we did live in was the—like the schools that were zoned, the 

middle school that my son would have gone to was eighty-percent white. And I don’t know what 

the demographics were of the elementary school, but it was not as diverse as the one that we’re 

in now, so. 

 

Q: And how do you think your children’s childhood in that environment is different from your 

childhood? So you had a very, very different childhood in the type of universe that you lived in.  
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Tazza: [08:15:11] Right. I think that it’s beneficial for my children to grow up differently than I 

grew up, and my husband. My husband was very homogenized as well.  

 

Our oldest son is biracial. I had him before I married my husband, and so because of that—and 

my husband is white—it’s really important that we try to have diversity around our lives because 

we don’t want my oldest son to feel left out. Like we don’t want him to be the only person of 

color in his—he’s already the only person of color in his nuclear family, so we don’t want him to 

be the only person of color amongst the people that we live with. So, I think, it’s great that my 

kids, they won’t ever have to feel like they’re different because they are just already exposed to 

it.  

 

Q: So, was that some of the reasons you then made—you decided to move into a more diverse 

school district? Was that an active decision on your part for your son?  

 

Tazza: [08:16:22] Yes, it was an active decision. We had to move. We were in 1300 square feet, 

and we had four kids and a dog, and we were expecting a fifth, so it was like, where do we go? 

And at first, my husband wanted to go out to western Hanover [County, Virginia] where he 

lived, and we went out there, and I told him, and he agreed. You know, we saw Don’t Tread on 

Me signs, which is the Tea Party, and we saw Confederate flags, and we both were like, “Well, 

we can’t live here,” and, so—and I didn’t necessarily want to live— 

 

 

[INTERRUPTION] 
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Q: Okay, sorry. 

 

Tazza: [08:17:22] That’s okay. So, I had the most concerns about moving to where we were. The 

middle school that we are at has far lower test scores than the one that we were already zoned 

for. And my husband was actually the biggest proponent. He went out and found all of the 

demographic statistics for me and pointed how diverse it was versus the school that we would 

have gone to. He knew that that would have been important to me. So, that was one of the main 

reasons why I agreed to move him to that school.  

 

And then we found out more about the reasons why the test scores are lower. You know, the 

other school that we were hosts an IB [International Baccalaureate] program, an Inter 

[International] Baccalaureate program, so it’s not diverse at all. It pulls from one elementary 

school and then it has 600 of the smartest kids in the county that are there, so no wonder it has 

high test scores. Whereas the school that we’re going to is actually the ESL [English as a Second 

Language] school for the county. So, we have the opposite hub. So, I thought that was pretty neat 

that he can get exposed, that all of our kids will be exposed to people with not only their 

ethnicity but also their socioeconomic standing. I think it’s really important that they don’t ever 

feel like they’re better than other people and that they can just realize that kids are kids and it 

doesn’t matter how much money you have. They all just like to play video games and hang out, 

you know? 
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Q: So when you say your son is biracial, is he African American, is he Latino, Asian? What?  

 

Tazza: [08:19:04] My biracial son is African American.  

 

Q: Were you married to his father when you— 

 

Tazza: [08:19:13] I was not married to his father, no.  

 

Q: And do you have a long-term relationship with his father, or was it just you had the baby and 

then he became part of your life? 

 

Tazza: [08:19:21] Right. There was not a long-term relationship per se. We worked together. It 

was not a goal to have a baby or to have a relationship, but we’re glad that he’s here, so. 

 

Q: And again, don’t—if I’m asking anything too personal, just tell me that you don’t feel— 

 

Tazza: [08:19:40] Yes. I’ve been telling the story for a long time, so I’m good. 

 

Q: Okay. 

 

Tazza: [08:19:44] Yes.  
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Q: Just I’m interested. And how did you feel growing up, you know, in sort of a white enclave? 

And it sounds like—I’m inferring that your parents left Richmond because the schools weren’t 

good, right? Because they were mostly a minority, and they wanted to go to a place—is that 

accurate? Was that part of the equation why they left Richmond originally? 

 

Tazza: [08:20:09] I’ve never gotten the impression from my parents that they left Richmond 

specifically because of the minority aspect. I think it was just known. You know, they lived in a 

crappy apartment in The Fan, and they wanted to have a house, and they wanted to have a yard. 

And the only way that you can afford to do that in Richmond is if you can spend $500,000 on a 

house, and they just couldn’t do that. I don’t know that they spent that much time researching the 

demographics of the schools. Even though we lived in a very homogenized community, I’ve 

never gotten the impression that my parents have any kind of, you know, fear of minorities or 

anything like that.  

 

Once I started dating people that were African American and my friends are African American, I 

was never met with any resistance. They always welcomed them into our family, so I’ve never 

gotten that impression. 

 

Q: When you started dating when you say—how was it that you met people who were not white 

if you grew up in this very homogenized community? Where they outside of your community, or 

from sports, or— 
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Tazza: [08:21:25] The first African American that I dated was someone that was outside of my 

community, but he went to my school because my school had a specialty center. So, that’s why 

he was there. And then when I started in a community sports group and I met people, I met 

people there that were African American. Someone that I dated that was African American was 

someone that I worked with. I worked in a restaurant, so it was someone that worked in the 

kitchen. So that’s how I met people outside of my own race.  

 

Q: Yes. Having a child who is biracial, did that transform the way you saw yourself at all? It 

sounds like that you were a pretty open and accepting person before that. But did having a child 

who was a different race than you change the way you saw yourself or experienced yourself in 

the world? 

 

Tazza: [08:22:32] I don’t think that having a child that’s a different race than me has affected the 

way that I view myself. It’s definitely affected the way that I view others. But I feel like I’m 

pretty grounded in who I am and what I think and believe, and so it hasn’t really changed how I 

view myself—I don’t think. 

 

Q: What do you think made you open to being in interracial relationships at a young age when 

you hadn’t really experienced—hadn’t known a lot of people that were of different races? 

 

Tazza: [08:23:21] I’ve often wondered why I never had any—there was never any hesitation to 

open myself up to experience people of different races because since I did grow up in a such 

homogenized—my husband grew up in a very homogenized state, and he was the exact opposite 
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of I. And so I think it just goes, too, that we’re all humans and that if you aren’t raised with any 

kind of prejudice or bias then you just don’t have it. I mean even though I wasn’t necessarily 

exposed to it, I wasn’t raised with that prejudice or bias, so I just didn’t have it and I just see 

people as people.  

 

Q: Well, it’s funny because I have three daughters, but they all go to white-minority schools and 

they’re surrounded by people [unclear], so the fact that they’ve dated people of different races. 

That’s the milieu they’re in, and it’s not—it was never surprising to me because they grew up 

kind of like the way your kids are growing up now.  

 

Tazza: [08:24:21] Yes. 

 

Q: But it’s just that I’m guessing that you weren’t the rule when you were a teenager to be able 

to cross racial lines and date people of other races in a white community. And was that like a 

complex experience for you? Did people have negative reactions to that, positive reactions? How 

did you experience that? 

 

Tazza: [08:24:46] I never experienced any negative reactions to dating African Americans. It’s 

all very strange to me. Perhaps I was just naïve and wasn’t aware of anything that was going on. 

But even though, you know, I grew up with mostly white people in the schools that I went to, 

there was a small African American community. And I’m sure it’s because I was white, so I 

didn’t notice, but I didn’t notice any kind of racial prejudice necessarily. So, no one thought it 
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was strange that I decided to cross the line. There wasn’t necessarily any line, per se, that I 

noticed and that any of my friends really noticed either. 

 

Q: Let’s talk a little bit more about you. How often do you think about your race? 

 

Tazza: [08:25:46] I, as a white person, don’t really ever think about my race. Unless I have the 

opportunity where I feel like I need to speak about it with another person that’s white. And point 

out to them the privileges that they might not realize that we have because of our race. 

Otherwise, I don’t really feel any kind of strong pull towards it. 

 

Q: I’m trying—so that you don’t think better on a day-to-day basis despite the fact that you have 

someone in your family who’s of a different race? That doesn’t trigger anything? It’s something 

that’s kind of separate and outside you? 

 

Tazza: [08:26:37] Yes. So, even though I have someone that is of a different race within my 

house, I really don’t ever think about it. Sometimes Murphy, my oldest, will mention, you know, 

he feels it because people will say, “Oh, are you adopted?” or “Are you not a member of—you 

know, are you their friend?” or something like that. We just remind him that we all look 

different. I mean our other four biological children, three of them look exactly the same and then 

we have one that looks totally different. Like in pictures, you don’t think that she’s a member of 

our family. So, we just have to remind him that, everyone is different and that’s what makes us 

who we are and that’s really cool. Like how cool is it that, you know, we can be a family, and we 

can still all look different? I don’t really think about it, unless he—honestly, the only time I think 
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about the fact that I’m white is when my biracial son is feeling a little insecure about being 

biracial and he brings it up. Then otherwise, I don’t even think about it. 

 

Q: Do you think that being a woman or being white has had a bigger impact on your life? 

 

Tazza: [08:28:01] I feel like being white is a bigger impact in my life in that it has afforded me 

the chance to live the life that I have. I feel if I had been a person of color, I wouldn’t be in the 

place that I am right now. I’ve been afforded lots of opportunities, and I think probably given the 

benefit of the doubt.  

 

I don’t have a college education, my husband doesn’t have a college education, but we live upper 

middle class and can own our own home and own our cars and have five kids. And I really just 

can’t imagine that a person of color—two people of color without a college education could live 

the lifestyle that we live. So, I feel like being white has impacted us the most but in a good sense. 

 

I feel like being a woman hasn’t necessarily impacted me negatively, per se, because I’ve been 

afforded all these other opportunities because I’m white.  

 

Q: And are you happy that you’re white? 

 

Tazza: [08:29:21] I’m happy that I’m white? That’s the—so am I happy if I’m white? I’m happy 

that I’m here. So, yes, I’m happy that I’m white because if I wasn’t white then I wouldn’t be me 
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and I wouldn’t have my family, you know? But I suppose if I wasn’t white then I’d be someone 

else and hopefully be happy with that life.  

 

Q: You know, you said that you had these opportunities because of you’re white. That you 

wouldn’t be able to live the way you did if you weren’t white. That, I guess, is a reason to 

perhaps be happy that— 

 

Tazza: [08:30:00] Oh, sure, yes. Yes. So, yes. So, yes, obviously, I’m happy that I’m white 

because it has afforded me all these opportunities and much more so than if I wasn’t. 

 

Q: But you said that if you lived, were someone different—so let’s say—[unclear] let’s get a 

sense of how attached you are to it in this that if let’s say if you—you know, I gave you—if you 

walked out this door at the end of the interview and you immersed yourself in exactly what you 

are. You walk out this door, there’s a fifty-fifty chance that you would become a black woman, 

American woman when you walked out, which door would you—would you consciously choose 

a door? 

 

Tazza: [08:30:45] So, it’s hard for me to answer that because my only hesitation is that if I 

choose the other door then I’m giving up my family? And so, obviously, if I chose to walk 

through the door where I walk out as an African American woman— 

 

Q: Well, now, no, that’s—you wouldn’t walk as—it would be a fifty-fifty chance.  
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Tazza: [08:31:08] Oh. 

 

Q: It would be at random. 

 

Tazza: [08:31:09] It would be at random? 

 

Q: Yes. 

 

Tazza: [08:31:10] That sounds kind of fun, but—[laughs] that sounds kind of fun, but I just can’t 

imagine being anyone other than I am, you know? And it’s not because I’m scared of the 

struggle. I know that if I got that fifty-fifty, and I ended up walking out as an African American 

woman, I know that that means that life will be just a little bit more a struggle.  And it’s not that, 

you know, I’m scared of that per se. I just like being me and my family, so. 

 

Q: Are you proud? We all hear about, like, you know, “I’m a proud Southerner, I’m a proud 

Southerner.” Are you proud of your heritage of where you’re from, of your community, of your 

town? Is this something that you feel like, “Oh, I’m a Richmondite [phonetic], I’m from 

Virginia.” Do you have state spirit? [Laughter] 

 

Tazza: [08:32:18] Oh, there is so much American pride and Southern pride, and with Eastern 

pride, and I don’t feel any of that, and sometimes, I feel guilty. I feel like, “oh, I should be 

grateful for this country that we live in. I should be grateful for the state that I live in.” But 

because I don’t feel that much of a connection outside of I feel grateful for the privileges that 
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I’ve been afforded and the lifestyle that I have. But honestly, it’s a little embarrassing and 

shameful sometimes when you think about what other people have to live through. So, I don’t 

really feel that much pride because I don’t feel like I have anything to be prideful for. I haven’t 

really had to face that much adversity in my life. I feel like lots of times the pride comes from the 

struggles that you went through and what you have overcome, you know? But I don’t have that 

much, so I don’t feel like I have that other than living life, and paying my taxes, and raising kids. 

I don’t feel like I’m doing anything special.  

 

Q: I guess because I’m thinking about one of the reasons that we’re here is Richmond is sort of 

the fact that the historical—you know? 

 

Tazza: [08:33:32] Yes. 

 

Q: The history of Richmond as being the seat of Confederacy. You know, we’re driving down 

Monuments [Monument] Avenue the other day that celebrates this particular vision of a white 

America. And wondering what, if any, connection you feel to that, or how you feel about that 

history being from here? 

 

Tazza: [08:33:58] It is very interesting now being an adult and living in Richmond. So, I grew up 

in the suburbs of Richmond, and there’s like Southside and Richmond, and people don’t cross 

the river. Like I live in Richmond now, and I do not cross the river unless I absolutely have to. 

So, I never felt an identity. I didn’t—even growing up and learning about the Confederacy, I 

never felt a connection to it because I didn’t live in Richmond. You know, to me, that was a 



  Tazza – Session number – 18 
 

whole another world. We didn’t go visit Richmond, we didn’t ever come to the city, so I don’t 

feel any kind of connection to it.  

 

And it’s so strange to me that people that seem to feel a connection to Richmond, as far as the 

Confederacy is concerned, don’t live in Richmond, for the most part. I mean it’s the people that 

are in, you know, western Hanover and in Chesterfield. I think it would be very interesting to 

find a whole lot of people that feel this big connection to the Confederate history of Richmond 

that actually live in Richmond now. 

 

Q: Can you explain to me, me not being from here, what it means about like not crossing the 

river? Like what are the two communities?  

 

Tazza: [08:35:21] Crossing the river is a pretty different lifestyle. Even though Richmond is a 

city, for me growing up there crossing the river, it’s more congested, and it’s certainly not as 

diverse, and there’s just no reason to cross the river. You have to pay tolls to cross the river, so 

who wants to pay tolls? There’s nothing over there that’s like you can’t get over here, so it’s just 

kind of. 

 

Q: But can you explain to me a little? What’s on one side of the river and what’s on the other? Is 

one side of the river is like Richmond proper and the other side—I’m totally lost— 

 

Tazza: [08:36:05] Oh, really? [Laughs] 
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Q: —about this. Because I’m not from here. The whole river thing, is it like being in New York, 

you don’t go—you don’t cross? I never go to New Jersey because it’s New Jersey or is it—like 

what’s the landscape?   

 

Tazza: [08:36:20] I think it can be comparable to New Yorkers don’t go to New Jersey because 

it’s New Jersey. It actually is not that much different. Like Chesterfield mirrors Henrico so, you 

know, Henrico is just like a little west and it just happens to not have to cross the river to get 

there. And so, Chesterfield, as far as the landscape is concerned, it definitely mirrors the western 

part of Henrico. And then the original Southside that is just across the river and that is still in the 

city is still very much like the city. So it’s—you know? 

 

Q: But culturally, what’s different? Are there different cultures in these? Or is it just simply like 

a logistical, toll, traffic issue? 

 

Tazza: [08:37:05] To me, it’s simply logistical, and to most of the people that I know that don’t 

cross the river on both sides, it’s logistical.  

 

Q: Okay. I was trying to think it was like “we don’t cross the tracks because, you know, well 

that’s a different part of town.” Okay. 

 

Tazza: [08:37:20] No. I mean, you could say that there’s—you know, Chesterfield County, their 

schools are better than Richmond, but they have their minority pockets, and in those minority 

pockets, they have the same issues. They have crime and everything, so.  
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[08:37:41] I think and everyone that I know—like going back to my parents, they didn’t cross 

the river. It was purely logistical. It’s like, “Why would we spend our money to cross the river 

when we don’t have to?” So— 

 

Q: I think I’m reading too much into the crossing the river. 

 

Tazza: [08:37:56] I think so. [Laughter] 

 

Q: Okay. 

 

Tazza: [08:37:59] It could make a great racial divide story, but I don’t think that it does. 

 

Q: We’d never cross the river. 

 

Tazza: [08:38:04] Yes. [Laughs] 

 

Q: So, talk to me, do you think there’s a white culture? People talk about black culture, you 

know? 

 

Tazza: [08:38:16] Yes. 

 

Q: But is there a white culture? 
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Tazza: [08:38:18] That’s so interesting. I think about is there a white culture sometimes, and the 

only white culture that I can think of is the Southern heritage culture. And I don’t want to be a 

part of that, so I just kind of feel like there’s not a white culture because I don’t think—if they 

could hang on to something other than that damned Confederate flag, then I might want to get on 

board with there being a white culture. But since they insist on hanging on to it, I just don’t want 

to be a part of it. 

 

Q: But, you know, we’re more than two-thirds of the country. We don’t all live in the South. Is 

there like some—you know, people talk about white voters doing this or white women doing 

this, is there something that like—you know, I’m from New England, do we share some sort of 

commonalities, you and I, because we’re both white? Is there a white culture that there are things 

that we recognize about each other or can communicate with the way you might imagine that 

someone who was like an African American—like my partner’s African American [unclear] 

saying, oh, yes, well—like there’s a communication between other African Americans about 

certain ways they think about the world. Is there something that we share? 

 

Tazza: [08:39:41] I can’t think of anything that I just share with another white person. If I was 

just in New York and saw another white person, I can’t think of something that I would share 

with them. I feel like some of the things that people of color and other ethnicities share is 

because they have been so oppressed in, you know, historically. And we have never had that. We 

have never had to come together to overcome anything. After we got the revolution, you know, 

we never had to come together, so— 
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And I think that’s one of the reasons why white people are so divided is because we haven’t had 

to come together. You know, African Americans and people of other races, as a method of 

survival, they have to come together. But we don’t have to do that, you know? We can just go 

about life, and make friends whenever we want, and get jobs most of the time whenever we 

want, and do whatever we want and not have to worry about our color. So, I don’t feel any 

connection with any white person, really.  

 

Q: Obviously, the monument story has been a big story in the country, you know, since 

Charlottesville [Virginia]. What are your thoughts about the monuments that sort of are all 

scattered around Richmond? What are your thoughts about it? 

 

Tazza: [08:41:21] My thoughts about the monuments are kind of all over the place. I think it’s 

really silly that the people that want to hold on to them—you know, I get not wanting to erase 

history. Perhaps, they can be in a museum. We have the Museum of the Confederacy [The 

Museum and White House of the Confederacy, part of the American Civil War Museum, 

Richmond, Virginia], why can’t they be in there? You know, I don’t think that—are there statues 

of [Adolf] Hitler or other oppressive dictators in countries that have now been reformed? Is 

[Benito] Mussolini still up in Italy? I don’t know. I would hope he’s not.  

 

And it’s also really funny to me because the monuments weren’t put up after the Confederate 

war was over. You know, they were put up during Jim Crow era as a way to intimidate people of 

color and intimidate the segregation movement. So, I think, it’s funny that the people that want 
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to hold to them, they’re holding on to them for a reason that they weren’t built. And the reason 

that they were built is the reason that they should go away.  

 

But do I think that, you know, it’s the main thing keeping people of color oppressed? Do I think 

that it’s necessarily the best use of monetary resources to advance people of color? Not 

necessarily. So, I don’t really know what the right thing to do is. I definitely feel the people that 

pay the taxes in whatever place that have the monuments should be the final say on what 

happens to them. And the people that don’t live in those localities should just—you know, if they 

want to care about what the monuments happen then they should move to Richmond and live in 

Richmond and pay Richmond taxes, and then they can have on say what happens, so. 

 

Q: Have you ever had a conversation with your son about any of the monuments since you’re 

driving around and seeing them? 

 

Tazza: [08:43:26] We have not had the opportunity to have a conversation with him about the 

monuments in particular. We don’t live in Richmond, so I don’t know that he’s ever even seen 

them honestly. 

 

Q: You don’t cross the river. 

 

Tazza: [08:43:39] I don’t cross the river, but I’m on this side of the river. 

 

Q: [Laughs] Okay. 
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Tazza: [08:43:43] Honestly, coming into Richmond where the monuments are, unless you live 

where the monuments are, there’s no need for you to go see the monuments. You know, I’m not 

going to take him. I guess, maybe we could go see the monuments, I don’t know. There’s just 

like so much other things to do, I don’t see why we would have to go see them. 

 

Q:  Are you politically active in any way? Are you politically engaged, or do you think about 

politics much? 

 

Tazza: [08:44:14] I often feel guilt about not being politically active. Both my husband and I do, 

you know, because nothing is going to change, so. But just the time that it takes. We both work 

full time, and we have five kids, and they have all their extracurricular activities. So, my little 

way of being politically active is just to try to when I’m in a setting with my peers. If I hear 

people saying things that I just fundamentally disagree with then I just try to give them a little bit 

of education. 

 

I have a coworker—I can’t remember, sometime this year, I don’t know what it was about. They 

were talking. I think it was monuments. They were talking about the monuments, and I had a 

coworker, they were complaining. They feel like the monuments are history, and they should 

stay there. And I had a coworker say, “You know, they get black history month,” and I just shot 

up. And I was like, “Just so you know, it’s always white history month. Every month of the year 

is white history month, so they get black history month and they should get more than that,” and, 



  Tazza – Session number – 25 
 

you know, they just kind of shut up. So that’s like my little way of being politically active is to 

just try to quietly, slowly educate people that are within my circle. 

 

Q: Do you consider yourself a Republican or a Democrat? Do you identify as one or the other? 

 

Tazza: [08:45:53] I don’t identify as either. I value perspectives from both sides. You know, I 

guess you could say like I’m a fiscal conservative and a social Democrat, you know? 

 

Q: Do you vote? 

 

Tazza: [08:46:09] I do vote. 

 

Q: Do you believe in God? 

 

Tazza: [08:46:22] I do believe in God. 

 

Q: Is religion a big part of your life? 

 

Tazza: [08:46:26] Religion is a big part of our life. We are Catholic, and we are—you know, we 

go to mass almost every Sunday if we can, and we raise our family in the sacraments, and so. 

 

Q: How does religion, your views on religion and your views on race intersect? 
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Tazza: [08:46:58] I feel religion is one of the biggest things that allows me to have my open-

minded view on race because if you truly believe in what Jesus said then race doesn’t matter at 

all. We are all one human race, and no one is better than the other. And specifically, he said it’s 

our job to take care of those that cannot and to take care of those are oppressed. And to reach out 

to those, to reach out to the sinners, to reach out to the people that need our help. And so, it’s 

pretty hypocritical, to me, the way that people can use religion to justify any kind of negative 

race relations. 

 

Q: What does the congregation that you attend look like? Is it diverse? Is it integrated? Does it 

reflect your community? Is it— 

 

Tazza: [08:47:59] Even though we live in Henrico, we actually attend a congregation in 

Richmond in an area called Church Hill. I would say, it’s pretty diverse for the size of it and for 

the fact that it’s a Catholic church. It’s definitely mostly white, but there are more African 

Americans that attend my parish now than attended my parish that had 2,000 family members 

when I lived in Chesterfield. So, I don’t remember any African Americans in our church growing 

up, so. 

 

Q: You know you credit that religion is what’s given you, sort of, an open mind to where you’re 

accepting a lot of people and caring a lot of people from different backgrounds. You know, 

there’s that old saying that the hour between eleven and noon on Sunday is the most segregated 

hour of the week. 
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Tazza: [08:48:50] Yes. 

 

Q: Why do you think that despite the fact that the church does preach this idea of caring for your 

name the way you care for yourself, yet it also seems to—there seems to be a lot of segregation, 

racial segregation in different congregations, both black and white. I mean, you go to a black 

church and there are not very many white people. You go to a white church, there are not very 

many black people. 

 

Tazza: [08:49:17] Right. Well, I think that religion is just another thing that people can use to 

come together. And so, it goes back to, perhaps, people just wanting to come together amongst 

people that are like themselves, and not that that’s necessarily good in both aspects, you know? 

And especially, you can’t fault the African American community because they had to come 

together out of survival. I mean, the roots for that go way back to when they were owned by 

white people. So that doesn’t surprise me at all that that has carried on as a way to worship, and 

to come together, and to support one another.  

 

[08:49:58] And a lot of it just has to do with where you live. You know, people attend the 

congregation close to where they live. And so if you live in a place that’s all white then you’re 

going to worship in a place that’s all white.  

 

Q: Do we, as white people, because of the history of our country—we talked a little about the 

monuments, and the civil war, and everything –– do we owe black people, as a whole, 

something? 
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Tazza: [08:50:24] I’m not sure if I, as a white person, owe the black person that is on the street 

anything other than—me personally, anything other than respect and maybe a little bit of 

acknowledgment as that, like my life is easier than theirs. I think that if we all adopted that then 

it would turn into something really big. But since we don’t all adopt that, I feel like that the 

nation as a whole does owe them something. If we, as white people, could all come together and 

acknowledge that we’ve have oppressed this group of people, and it really wasn’t that long of a 

time ago. We’re not talking about Rome. We’re talking about, you know, 200 years ago. I mean 

Jim Crow was 120 years ago? Or no, not even that. So, I feel like since we, as white people, 

can’t do the right thing as a whole then the government needs to come in and just allow certain 

protections for them.  

 

Q: And I mean, do you ever think about the idea of reparations? Is reparations something that as 

a society we make reparations to the black community? Is that something that seems like a good 

idea, a bad idea? 

 

Tazza: [08:51:51] I think reparations—I’m not sure. I’m not sure how to think about that. I 

mean, individually, I think we’ll know, you know, [no?]. I just wish that we could just all do the 

right thing then it wouldn’t be an issue. Like if everyone could just do the right thing and 

acknowledge that this wasn’t that long ago and that the ideology hasn’t changed that much then 

things would be different. But, I guess, that’s like a unicorn and [laughs] very wishful thinking of 

me. 
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Q: Well, you know, the old like—you know, I think, this was a Winston Churchill quote, that the 

Americans can always be counted on to do the right thing after they have exhausted every other 

available option? 

 

Tazza: [08:52:41] Yes. 

 

Q: So I think that Americans, it’s tough for us to do the right thing sometimes.  

 

Tazza: [08:52:47] Yes. 

 

Q: Because one of the things that is really interesting to me is what is our relationship to history? 

As you and I sit here in 2017, almost 2018, recognizing the arc of our history, what is our 

relationship and obligation to that history? And, you know, when I ask about reparations, I don’t 

even know what—I’m just like putting the word out there without attaching any specific 

meaning to it. So, I want to come back to one other question. Would you feel comfortable telling 

me who you voted for?  

 

Tazza: [08:53:35] Sure. I begrudgingly voted for Hillary [Rodham] Clinton, and I have great 

remorse about not voting for Bernie [Bernard] Sanders in the primary. 

 

Q: It’s a funny conversation to talk about politics because it’s so bound up in race and 

economics, and it was interesting you were talking about you’re a business person. You know, it 

sounds like you’re in your family business, so there’s a lot of economic reasons, it would sound 
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like, to vote for Republicans. Why would you choose to vote for Bernie Sanders versus someone 

like Donald [J.] Trump who promises to reduce your taxes and make your business— reduce 

your corporate taxes, all these things? 

 

Tazza: [08:54:28] I really feel like right now, a vote for the Republican Party is not a vote for the 

American people as a whole. And I really want to make sure that—my vote right now is I’m not 

struggling in life and so I feel like it’s my job, you know? And I don’t have the time to go out 

and make a whole bunch of social impact, so in any way that I can, I need to try to lift those up 

that are that are struggling. And I feel right now, a vote for the Republican Party is not a vote to 

lift those up that are struggling. And I know that they say that that’s the exact opposite. That 

they’re looking out for the small American business and whatnot. But I’m not talking about those 

that are struggling. Like we all struggle financially. I mean, I struggle financially. We have five 

kids. You know, we drive really old cars and everything, but I don’t have to—there’s just so 

many things people forget.  

 

You know, if you go to an inner-city school in Richmond, like their school is literally falling 

down. And some people—my father-in-law said—we got into a little bit of a discussion over the 

[Colin] Kaepernick and the kneeling thing. And my father-in-law said, “Well, if they can’t 

become professional athletes, they should just go to school.” And I’m thinking, Why the hell 

would they want to go to school any longer than they already have to if all that they know about 

the school is crumbling down around them, and endangering their health, and not having 

textbooks, and things like that? And so, I feel we really need to work on getting everyone on a 

level playing field. And then once we get everyone on a level playing field then we can worry 
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about what kind of our corporate tax rate we need to have and all of that stuff. But I just really 

feel like we need to make sure that everyone in America has the same opportunities. And I don’t 

think the Republican Party is doing that.  

 

Q: Noamie, where are we on time?  

 

Noamie: Fifty.  

 

Q: Fifty. Yes. So we’ll wrap up then. First of all, I want to know what drugs you’re taking 

because you’re like so cut [Laughter]. You have five kinds. Your relatives are all coming over in 

a couple of hours. And you’re sitting here talking to us and you’re really calm and level-headed. 

I’m very, you really confuse me.  

 

Tazza: Oh gosh, no. Oh, I’m not. I don’t know, I don’t know how I do it honestly. I don’t know 

how. I don’t have another choice I suppose. [Laughter] 

 

Cameraman: What are the other options?  

 

Tazza: There aren’t any other options. I can either live like a crazy person or just accept my life 

as the craziness that it is, and yeah, move on.  

 

Q: So a couple of things, a couple more questions: One, what precipitated your being involved? 

What compelled you to get involved in this project? 
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Tazza: [08:58:01] I saw the survey posted on one of the neighborhood Facebook pages that I’m 

on, and so it interests me because I feel this duty, as a white person, to acknowledge whenever I 

get the chance, like I’ve said, the privilege that I have. And I wish that other white people 

acknowledged the privilege that they had. So anytime I get that chance I like to take it.  

 

Q: Have you learned anything by going through this? Has it been interesting? Has it just been 

something that’s sort of another thing to check off your long list of things to do? What’s it’s been 

like to do the surveys and do the interview? 

 

Tazza: [08:58:44] I think it’s been a little interesting to do the survey and to do the interview. 

The survey asked me questions that I don’t often think about, and so it reminds me that there are 

lots of things that I don’t know about. And you know, I could do—I could be a better American 

citizen. I could take the time to learn more about things that are going on. I don’t think that I will 

but, you know, you just reminded me that I should. [Laughter] 

 

Q: And is there anything that we didn’t talk about that you think is important to be said in the 

context of a conversation like this?  

 

Tazza: [08:59:23] I don’t think so. I think if we’re just talking about race and, you know, and 

that’s the only political thing that we’re talking about, I think we covered a lot of things. And I 

guess that the main reason that I want to do this is because I just want to be like one white person 

on record saying that I get to live the life that I get to live because I’m white. And I think that if 
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we all acknowledge that then maybe we could be like, “yes, maybe they live the way that they 

live because they’re black,” and maybe we should try to change that.  

 

Q: Thank you. This was like a really nice—this was like a great way to start the Saturday 

morning to have a conversation. I feel very Zen now. You’re like a very Zen person. We’re 

going to take some stills of you, so just all you need to do—this is the hardest part of the 

interview. So you just have to, like, just sit there and we’re just going to roll the camera for a 

little bit. 

 

Tazza: [09:00:32] Okay.  

 

Q: And you could smile.  

 

Tazza: [Laughs] [09:00:56] She told me that she was taking the pictures. I’m not— 

 

Q: You’re not a smiler? 

 

Tazza: [09:01:00] I’m not a smiler. 

 

Q: You’re not a smiler?  

 

Tazza: [09:01:01] No. My husband says that I don’t like to have fun. [Laughs] 
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Q: I’m not going to go down that path. [Laughter] 

 

Tazza: [09:01:12] There’s just so many things to do. Who has time for fun?  

 

Q: It sounds like a conversation I have with my wife who is very efficient also. 

 

Tazza: [09:01:20] Yes. 

 

Q: So, I guess—okay. Now just relax your face. [pause] Okay. Thank you very much. 

 

Tazza: [09:01:42] Oh, you’re welcome, thank you. This was fun.  

 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 


