
 

 

 

 

STUDY ON WHITE PEOPLE 

The Reminiscences of 

Sabrina Sklute 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INCITE 

Columbia University 

2017



 

 

 

PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Sabrina Sklute 

conducted by Whitney Dow on December 15th, 2017. This interview is part of the Study on 

White People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



 

 

Q: First of all, can you give me your name, your age, where you’re from, and a little about 

yourself? 

 

Sklute: [16:41:40] So when you say from, do you mean, where I was born, where I’ve been? 

Lived the most of my life? 

  

Q: Either one. Both. 

 

Sklute: [16:41:47] Okay, okay. My name is Sabrina Sklute. I’m fifty-eight years old. I was born 

in Pennsylvania and lived up north for a little while. But I moved to Virginia in fourth grade, so I 

consider myself a Virginian. 

 

Q: Where do you live in Virginia? 

 

Sklute: [16:42:06] I live in Chesterfield County, in a little town called Chester where I actually 

went to elementary school and graduated from high school there, moved away and came back 

about a year ago.  

 

ATC Session #1 (video) 

Interviewee: Sabrina Sklute Location: Richmond, VA 

Interviewer: Whitney Dow Date: December 15th, 2017 
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Q: Can you tell me a little bit about where you grew up, what it was like, and what it was like 

growing up there? 

 

Sklute: [16:42:28] Sure. I grew up in a little town called Enon, actually, which people say it’s 

none spelled backwards. [laughs] That’s how small it is. It was very small, and we lived on a 

dead-end road and not quite the country, but definitely not the city, at all. It was, you know, a 

nice place to grow up. I enjoyed my childhood, and all the way up through high school. 

 

Q: And, tell me a little about your family. What was your family like, and what was the 

neighborhood like that you lived in? Who were the other families? Were they rural families; was 

it farming? Was it— 

 

Sklute: [16:43:06] Okay, so where I lived was not really a neighborhood; it was a dead-end road. 

So there were about, four, five houses on that road. At the end of the road, was probably the most 

wealthiest family, and they boarded horses. So we would go up there, and they’d let us ride their 

horses because the horses needed exercise. The top of the road where I caught the bus came up 

the main road, which is Route 10 now. But back then, it was still probably a two-lane highway, 

but nothing like what it is now. It wasn’t a dangerous place; it, you know. We played out in the 

dark all hours of the night. And there were a couple, maybe just, really, one family, and they had 

three kids, and so we, I have two brothers, so we, that was our gang.  

 

Q: And was it diverse? Was it monolithic? What was the community like? 
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Sklute: [16:44:05] We lived in New York before we moved here, Binghamton, Buffalo, my 

brothers were born up there. And when we first came to Virginia, we moved to Petersburg, 

which is very black, heavily black, and I was one of the very few white people in my class. And 

at that point, I really hadn’t—I don’t think I’d even seen a black person. Except for, I have a 

black cousin who was adopted. So, but it really didn’t, I didn’t know any different. You know, I 

didn’t feel weird, or whatever. My mother was Japanese, and my father was American, but his 

parents were Russians.  

 

Got to be good friends with our next-door neighbor, who was kind of bigoted and very, very 

southern. Nice lady, I mean I love her and her husband. They were definitely racist though, as 

they used the N word in everyday conversation, in a derogatory way. So, I think my mother 

learned some discriminatory kind of things there. And I fussed at her, because when she came to 

the [United] States from Japan with my dad, he was in the military, so he had to go to, I believe, 

Texas. And she flew straight to California, Los Angeles. Didn’t really know any English. And 

when he came to meet her, they had a hard time getting housing, because it was in the ‘40s, I 

guess. You know, Japanese people in the ‘40s. And so I fussed at her, like oh gosh, you’ve been 

discriminated against. How can you act that way towards other people? She would kind of listen 

to me, like, well yes, I guess you’re right.  

 

And she also said, this is kind of off topic, but there’s a pecking order with Asian people. Like, I 

can’t remember. I remember asking as a child, Japanese is up here, and then the Chinese, and 

then the Vietnamese, and kind of like a pecking order. And that kind of surprised me. I didn’t 
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know that. She didn’t teach me that, or anything. But it was just interesting that she was kind of 

prejudiced. And she had been prejudiced against. 

 

Q: And so, you grew up, your father was white, and your mother was Chinese. 

 

Sklute: Japanese. 

 

Q: I mean Japanese, I’m sorry. So when you grew up, how did you think of yourself and your 

siblings? Did you think of yourself as half-Japanese, as white, as— 

 

Sklute: [16:46:30] No, I thought of myself as half-Japanese, always. Sometimes even Japanese, 

because I’m just—my mother, she definitely was very Asian, and spoke in very broken English. 

And I’d kind of outgrown the look of half-Asian. As a child I definitely was much more Asian-

looking, and my brothers, one of them especially is very Asian-looking. We considered 

ourselves, I guess, half-Asian, more so than white. My son, he even considered himself a quarter-

Asian. [laughs] Until we just sat and realized that Russia’s part of Asia too, and he’s like, well 

I’m half-Asian too! [laughs] 

 

Q: Did you experience any discrimination or anything from being Asian when you were growing 

up? 

 

Sklute: [16:47:19] I don’t think I did at all. I was very shy growing up. One of them things that I 

can remember, and I really remember it more fondly; I didn’t feel like it was bullying or an 
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insult, that one of my friends would joke that I was hatched from an egg roll. [laughs] But it was 

just kids, not a mean thing at all, because we were friends. But no, I don’t feel like I was 

discriminated against at all, ever, in my life. Well, actually, one part of my life, but that’s later 

on. 

 

Q: And do you feel a connection to your white heritage? 

 

Sklute: [16:48:01] See, I don’t even know what white heritage is, I guess. [laughs] 

 

Q: Well, your father’s white.  

 

Sklute: [16:48:05] Yeah, and I consider his parents were both Russian. So you know, I consider 

myself [phonetic] Russian more than white. White is such a, I don’t know, a hard word. My first 

husband was from Tennessee, and they were definitely white. And his father was very prejudiced 

against me, against my mother, until he knew us, and then he was fine. So, I don’t know. I guess 

I don’t really consider white being a heritage for some reason. [laughs] 

 

Q: You, where you live in Richmond, Virginia, like the seat of the Confederacy, and you know, 

you see a Confederate flag, you don’t consider it a heritage? 

 

Sklute: [16:48:50] Well, that part’s a heritage, yes. White in Richmond as a heritage versus white 

in New York, you’re still white in New York, but what heritage is that if you’re thinking of that, 

I guess that’s more breaking it up into southern and northern white. I don’t really know. I just 
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never really thought of it like that. I mean heritage, I guess, is your background. And my 

background, I don’t consider white because I consider Japanese and Russian. 

 

Q: So, you don’t feel like remotely connected to being a white American at all? 

 

Sklute: [16:49:27] No, I do. I mean, if anybody came up to me and saw me and knew what I did, 

and, upper middle class, or whatever, I definitely am white. A lot of people, they don’t know 

what my ethnicity is, and so they would start there I guess. 

 

Q: So, this is sort of interesting that you think that people—so you think people perceive you as 

white, do you think is how you—  

 

Sklute: [16:49:58] I don’t know. That’s a hard question. Maybe not? Let me tell you something a 

little funny off the side. My second husband was black, and my daughter, she’s adopted, but 

she’s biracial. Her dad was black, and her mom was white. And when she started to understand 

differences of color, she would call me peach, and herself brown. And she wanted to know why 

she wasn’t peach. And so, that’s what I think of, peach. No, I don’t know. White just seems like 

such a nebulous label to me. I guess maybe, and certainly, I wouldn’t call just, if you were white 

in the south, that, being white. Because I feel like you can be white in the northwest, and white in 

the north, or whatever. So, I just really feel like America’s a mixing pot, a melting pot, and I 

don’t know. I guess you’d have to have generations and generations of people that were born 

here to be considered as white. [laughs] 
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Q: But it sounds like you said that you feel that like people treat you as if you’re white. 

 

Sklute: [16:51:16] Yes. Well, whatever that means. [laughs] What does that mean? They don’t 

treat me different— 

 

Q: You said it, I— 

 

Sklute: [16:51:22] They don’t treat me differently, so. When I was dating my second husband, 

and when we got married, I had no idea that there was so much discrimination in the world still. 

Because he was very discriminated against, and then us together being biracial, especially the 

souther we went, if we go to North Carolina or whatever, people will say ugly things. And I was 

oblivious to it, because I just don’t see color, I guess, maybe? I don’t feel like people judge me 

according to what they see, maybe. I don’t know. [laughs] It’s a complicated thing.  

 

Like my youngest son, he definitely looks white, is white. He’s from my first husband, and 

there’d be no question that he was white, rather—even though he’s half or part Asian. And he 

just married a black girl, too. They just got married a couple weeks ago, so. I have a very 

interracial family. [laughs] 

 

Q: What was your interest in getting involved in this project? 

 

Sklute: [16:52:33] I’ve never really been involved in politics and stuff like that a lot, just a little. 

My dad campaigned for George Wallace many years ago, I remember being in his campaign, in 
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this thing putting the buttons out and doing whatever, but I never really paid attention, and then 

he did something for libertarians, and whatever. 

 

But with the state of the world that it is today, I’ve gotten really involved. To the point where I 

feel like I know a lot more than my peers might know, and even my boyfriend that I’m dating. I 

tried to get him involved in a talk, and we don’t have exactly the same things—he just didn’t 

even know what’s going on with some of the stuff. And I feel like, I’m pretty sure where I got 

the survey thing from was, I joined a group online that’s Liberal Women of Chesterfield County. 

Equality for everybody, you know, gender, and race, and there’s everything. And I just really 

believe in that, and that’s why I’m interested in getting involved and seeing what it was all about. 

Maybe had my eyes opened, because I, a while back, I really had no idea it was this much, even 

the way the country is now. I get shocked almost every day. It’s like, oh my gosh, I can’t believe 

people still think like that. 

 

Q: Well, tell me a little what it was like growing up with your father, because he sounds like, if 

he’s campaigning for George Wallace, what were his views on race? 

 

Sklute: [16:54:09] See now, I never knew. We never talked about race. So, my father and my 

aunt, so it was his sister, their parents were Russian. And we had Jewish on our side, and 

Ukrainian, whatever. She used to foster kids, and one of them was black, and they eventually 

adopted him. I thought nothing of it, and I remember my grandmother saying she just had to find 

out how to do his hair, because she didn’t know [laughs] how to do stuff with his hair.  
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And my father, he never really made an opinion, but he’s a very workaholic. I mean, we shared 

time, we shared reading, and we played games, you know, we played chess together and stuff 

like that, but I never really knew what his racial—I never knew him to be—have any issues with 

race. Especially if he married my mother, that you know, I didn’t know. And at that time, I didn’t 

know who George Wallace was. I had no idea what his beliefs, and it’s kind of, you know, 

disheartening to find out as I grew older, it’s like, oh my gosh, my dad? And it boggles my mind. 

And I would have liked to know—he died in ‘97, so he died quite a long time ago. But he was 

very anti-government; he didn’t want the government to control him. And I think around then, 

the drug era, so he was very skeptical of anything that might—he talked about Alice in 

Wonderland. The little connotations that are drug-oriented, and how wrong that was, and stuff 

like that.  

 

I never really talked to him about stuff like that, nor my mother, and just assumed, you know, he 

married a Japanese lady. But interestingly, I read an article a couple of months ago about military 

men that married Japanese people during that time and bring women back and then forcing them 

to be American, and I cried. It was very sad, and I tried to see my father in that kind of role that 

they were really saying these men were so controlling, and whatever. But my mom had, her 

name was Yoriko, and she had a nickname that was called Corky [phonetic]. But in the article, it 

said they gave all these Japanese women nicknames that were not—so they didn’t seem like they 

were Japanese. And one lady said her husband made her curl her hair, so she didn’t look 

Japanese. I don’t know, I guess I really didn’t know my father in that context at all. And he 

certainly didn’t—band who he played for, he played with, or whatever.  
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And we were not wealthy. We lived in a trailer park, and the first house they owned was when 

we moved to Petersburg, so I was in fourth grade. But he was a chemical engineer. Smart man, 

and I don’t know, would have been interesting to talk to him about some of this stuff. 

 

Q: And so, just think about your own self, it’s being—because you have your southern accent, 

and you sound— 

 

Sklute: I know. [laughs] 

 

Q: What do you feel when you see like the different Confederate monuments? Do you feel a 

relationship to that? Let me back up a little bit. Are you proud to be from the south? 

 

Sklute: [16:57:54] Right now, not at all. Not really, not at all. And when I moved here in fourth 

grade, it was so cool to be learning Virginia history. And I wonder if I was in New York, would I 

learn New York history? But I was just really, it was fascinating. But then, as I got older, I didn’t 

like history. History was not a favorite thing of mine, and I’m interested in—as I get older, I’m 

more interested in it, and what happened, and trying to read stuff. It’s just hard because you can 

read good and bad on every account. But like, Monument Avenue, I think it’s really a cool 

avenue to have all the statues, but then when I hear the backstory of some of the things that I can 

agree with, white people are upset with it, and that maybe that’s not the place that it needs to be. 

But I don’t really feel connected to that. I don’t know, maybe because I came here. I wasn’t born 

here, I don’t know. 
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Q: So, you’re not connecting on either pro or con? 

 

Sklute: [16:58:51] So I don’t feel—no, I definitely—pro or con what? 

 

Q: The monuments? 

 

Sklute: [16:58:56] I think the monuments belong in a museum. In the beginning, I thought, well 

maybe they just need to be better narrated, and that other monuments need to go up alongside 

them. But then, I don’t know. Things have changed, and my thoughts have changed, and really a 

lot. Also, I’ve spoken with my son’s now wife, who’s black, and tells me how she feels, and 

she’s a very—you know, they’re both from UVA [University of Virginia] and she’s very 

intelligent. It’s like, okay, I understand, and I think they really do belong in a museum, in the 

correct context. And people can compare them to putting Nazi flags up, or whatever. That might 

be a little extreme, but I can definitely see the comparison there. 

 

Q: What do you predict is going to happen? 

 

Sklute: [16:59:51] I don’t know. I think Richmond is very, very southern. Even like, with 

tobacco, and cancer, and this, like that. Tobacco’s their industry, and I don’t feel like they’re 

going to go away from it very much. Southern is their heritage, and I don’t know. It’s hard to 

say. But being involved in this group, the first time I’ve ever been really involved in anything 

political, and these women, they’ve made a big difference. I went out and worked the polls for 

election, when we had our election, our little election that we had. I saw big change, so it’s hard 
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to say. Maybe in the future, like within a year, I don’t think anything’s going to change. But in 

the future, I think it will. It’s a lot of the older generation that’s stuck with the heritage part, or 

they feel like they’re—I don’t want to say condemned, but I don’t know. But I think it’s a lot of 

older people, even though I’m an older person too. But I don’t really consider myself from here, 

even though I’ve been here since fourth grade [laughs]. So I tell people, well I’m pretty much a 

Virginian, even though I was born in Pennsylvania. 

 

Q: And how do you think that the community feels about the monuments? Are they divided? Are 

they all— 

 

Sklute: [17:01:23] I think it’s pretty divided. I was kind of surprised reading different accounts, 

and I’m on Facebook a lot, and I was very surprised on some of my friends. But nobody can 

really give me a reason good enough to justify what they are. It’s a symbol to some people, but I 

don’t know. I think people are putting more into it than was even intended. Because a lot, even 

with the Robert E. Lee statue, they said that it didn’t even go up until well after the war was done 

and everything. And so, it’s a lot of interpretation, I feel like, individual interpretation. So, I do 

feel it’s definitely divided. Like similar to like gun control, I guess. 

 

Q: Do you feel like because you’re half-white you can access whiteness? 

 

Sklute: [17:02:32] Not sure what you mean by that? 
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Q: What I mean, it’s like, you can both access either a feeling about it, a culture you can access, 

certain privileges? 

 

Sklute: [17:02:39] Yes, I do. I guess I do. Because in the beginning, when you have to check that 

little box, it just baffles. Like what do I put? I don’t know what to put, and then really a majority 

of the time, I put white, because I feel like I’m more white than Asian because I grew up here, 

maybe, I guess? So, maybe. If I was up against a black person, or someone from India or 

whatever, then maybe I feel like people that are prejudiced would zero in on me because I don’t 

look different, or you know, I talk southern. [laughs]   

 

Q: So in your family now, it sounds like a very complex—how does your family sort of relate to 

whiteness? Is it considered something that’s positive, negative? Something to aspire to? 

Something to push away from? It sounds like you have a really complex family. 

 

Sklute: [17:04:20] I’m Asian and then my daughter’s biracial. You know, I have a gay son. So, 

we’re all over the place. And we all love each other, and we don’t really think of each other as 

being different from anyone else. So, I don’t know how to answer that question. [laughs]   

 

Q: Do you think that being a woman, the fact that you’re a woman or your race has impacted 

your life more? 

 

Sklute: Either or, you’re asking, or both? 
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Q: Which has impacted your life more, being a woman, or your race? 

 

Sklute: [17:05:03] Gosh, impacted. That’s a hard word too, because I think that’s my personality, 

not what—not because I’m female, or because I’m half-Japanese. Probably being a woman, 

maybe? I don’t know. And I guess by impacted, you mean— 

 

Q: Not necessarily negative. 

 

Sklute: Negatively or positively? 

 

Q: Negatively or positively, just like, what makes— 

 

Sklute: [17:05:24] So, okay. Negatively, I can think of negative things that happened because 

I’m female, not because I’m half-Asian. Positively, I feel like, that anything positive that’s 

happened is because of me, who I am, not my race or my gender. 

 

Q: Do you ever wish that you were of a different race? 

 

Sklute: [17:05:45] Never crossed my mind. [laughs] I know my brother, you know, my brother 

sometimes, I think my middle brother, he sometimes would kind of lament, that he wished he 

didn’t look so Asian. But maybe he got bullied when he was in the lower school grades, or 

something. But I never, never thought of anything, any reason to want to change race. 
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Q: And it seems you kind of like pass, at times, right? So, you kind of live on both sides of the 

line, right? 

 

Sklute: [17:06:20] I guess so. And my daughter, she had—she’s twelve now, and she would say, 

"Why am I different, or I wish I was peach, or I wish I was not black", she said sometimes. And I 

tried to explain to her that that’s not really—it’s more important on who you are, and how you 

treat people, and things like that, rather than what color your skin is. And so, she’s kind of gotten 

over that. And her school, she’s probably in a more predominantly black school. She has a lot of 

black friends. And she has some white friends too, and she’s fine with it. 

 

Q: How do you define the experience of taking the survey? 

 

Sklute: [17:07:08] It was interesting. The questions were not questions I really ever answered on 

a piece of paper, but a lot of the questions, I definitely knew, slide it this way, or slide it that 

way. So, I definitely had thoughts or ideas of some of the questions that you’ve asked.  

 

Q: Had you ever consciously used your race to impact a situation to get something you want? 

 

Sklute: [17:07:44] I never have. My mother, when she got a speeding ticket, one time she told 

me she said she just spoke in Japanese to the police officer and he let her go. [laughs] Which is 

funny, because my mom was very meek and mild. And my youngest son, when he was trying to 

get into colleges, I did say, you know, you can put that you’re part-Asian because you are, 
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thinking that that would help him. But other than that, myself, not really. When I applied for 

pharmacy school, I didn’t—I don’t even know what I put at that point in time. [laughs] 

 

Q: Do you think there are benefits of being white? 

 

Sklute: [17:08:25] Oh, yes. Benefits compared to not being white, yes, oh definitely. And that’s 

so wrong. 

 

Q: And what are those benefits? 

 

Sklute: [17:08:37] Really just even, the benefit of a doubt, even. My ex-husband, my black 

husband, he was a police officer. And the stories that he could tell me, and even, he would arrest 

black people, and they would say, "Hey man, you know, give a brother a chance", and whatever. 

And he would, my ex would say, You know, you can better yourself also; you don’t have to tag 

onto the race to try to make an excuse for yourself. And so, I agree. 

 

Q: And do you feel like you were treated differently when you were with your second husband 

than when you’re with your current boyfriend? 

 

Sklute: [17:09:19] Yes. Oh, definitely. 

 

Q: Can you talk about that? 
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Sklute: [17:09:23] Well just, we would walk down the street or whatever, and people are not 

very friendly. They might go on the other way of the sidewalk, or anything like that. And we 

were somewhere. We had a sailboat and we were in a marina somewhere, and it was getting late, 

and we were doing some stuff, getting the boat cleaned. And a man came right up to him and 

said something like, Sun’s going down boy, you better get out of here, or something like that. 

And it was like, Whoa, I can’t believe [laughs]—what does that mean? And yes, that was right 

down, the Deltaville area, around that way, just not too far from here. And that was shocking to 

me.  

 

So yes, definitely. Not all the time, and the people that I hung around with or whatever, they 

know me, and they didn’t have a problem with it. But yes, it’s definitely out there, and I really 

wasn’t aware of it as much until we started dating. 

 

Q: And how is it being a parent of a biracial child? Do you feel that you’re treated different when 

you’re out alone versus when you’re with her? 

 

Sklute: [17:10:48] Not really, because she looks very much like me. You could tell she’s got 

some kind of ethnicity in her, but you can’t really tell what, so I don’t really feel like there’s 

anything different. I don’t want her to be discriminated against. When we moved back to my 

home area where I’m at, and she started sixth grade, middle school, and she came home one day, 

and she wasn’t really upset, but she said that somebody called her a bad word. And she said, I 

didn’t know what the word was. So I wrangled it out of her, and it was the N word, and I was 

just appalled. [laughs] On one hand, well I’m glad she’d never heard the word, because I don’t 



  Sklute – 1 – 20 
 

say that word. But on the other that somebody called her that, and it was little black boy that 

called her that, and I talked to some friends, and said should I pursue this, or whatever? And 

they’re like, no, it’s probably just kids talking, and it probably wasn’t in a derogatory way.  

 

Little things like that I didn’t experience with my three boys, who are definitely white from my 

husband that was from Tennessee. So, there’s a difference there. But she doesn’t look, appear, 

any different than me. If she was more—like she was more black, then perhaps people would 

react differently, or treat us, either her or I differently, possibly. 

 

Q: Do we white people, and—or half-white people owe something to black people because of the 

racist past of the country? 

 

Sklute: [17:12:40] I had a hard time with that question on the survey, because I really don’t 

think— 

 

Q: And can you put my question here— 

 

Sklute: [17:12:48] Yes. In terms of white people owing black people anything because of what 

had happened back in the history, and their ancestry, or whatever. It’s very similar to when my 

ex-husband would arrest somebody that was black, and they would say, you know, Hey, we’re—

why are you with the man, whatever, trying to keep us down? And I have the same kind of 

mindset that people—we all have opportunities, and yes, I think white people and myself looking 

white enough do have better opportunities than black people. But sometimes it’s turned around 
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the other way. If there’s a quota somewhere in a school, or in a job, that they have to have so 

many non-white people, and they have two people that have the same qualifications, maybe that 

would affect who gets the job in that case. It’s very upsetting that people were treated like that, 

and slavery, that’s horrible. So, maybe one way to give them—how do I word this—I don’t want 

to say I feel like we don’t—we owe them something, that we don’t owe them anything, because 

that sounds really harsh, and I don’t want to come across like that.  

 

But, I think there are some things that should be done, so that especially black people that have 

lower-income, or just, they’re from, family, and family, and family of, say, drug abusers, or 

whatever, for them to get out of that cycle that, sure it’d be great if the government could help. 

Especially the children, and with education, and even opportunities of, if somebody doesn’t 

know—they’re raised, a kid comes out with two parents that were on drugs, has a lower chance 

of success, and if the government can step in and do anything to help, I think that would be great. 

 

So in that sense, I don’t know whether that’s owing help because they owe, because they were 

oppressed, very little at that time, but I think it would be a good thing. I don’t have any problems 

with that. I wouldn’t say don’t do that; they don’t deserve it or whatever. I just feel like every 

new generation deserves pretty much what any other generation—not—what any other racial 

[gesturing with hands] body of people have, opportunity, that’s the word. [laughs] So, does that 

kind of answer? 

 

Q: Are you happy with your race? 
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Sklute: [17:15:54] Sure. [laughs] It’s me, you know? I can’t get around it. I don’t regret it. Yes, I 

don’t have a problem with it at all. And I’m sure some people are not happy with their race. And 

I don’t want my daughter to be that way. 

 

Q: How attached are you to your race? Would you resist being changed into a hundred percent 

white person? 

 

Sklute: [17:16:31] That’s so funny, hypothetically. [laughs] Hypothetically speaking, if 

somebody wanted to turn me into a hundred percent white person, I guess that’s fine. If they 

wanted to turn me into a hundred percent black person, that’s fine too, or Asian, or whatever. I 

really don’t attach race to who I am. And maybe because I’m older, and I’ve gone through my 

life and done—went to school, and paid my dues and worked, whatever, and just keep on 

plugging. I’m very resilient, I guess. Maybe that’s why I feel like that.  

 

My daughter is biracial, Would I want her to change races? I don't think I would. My daughter 

knows she’s adopted, and she’s met her birth mother. 

 

Q: Oh, really? 

 

Sklute: [17:19:08] Yes, it’s an open adoption, and she hadn’t seen her for years, but when we 

moved last year, she kept—started to ask me. Can I see my mom—Melanie—her name, Melanie. 

Like sure, she lives in Chesapeake. So she came over, and she’s a painter. She paints, so she and 

Riley painted Riley’s bedroom. And I kind of stayed out of it, so they could talk and whatever. 
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And it was great. They got to kind of know each other a little bit, but it satisfied—when she left, 

Riley said, You know, I’m more like you. Because she’s very much like me. [laughs] And it was 

satisfactory to her.  

 

She never really said she wished she could meet her dad, and he wanted no—I don’t even know 

his name or anything. I tried to get medical information, but he didn’t want to give that up. So, 

we know, that’s part of the story, and maybe one day she may.  

 

[INTERRUPTION] 

 

Q: I think we’ve covered a lot. Is there anything that we didn’t talk about that you think would be 

important to say in this context? 

 

Sklute: [17:20:38] Probably not. Because like you said, I have a very diverse family. So, I don’t 

know what the ultimate goal is. I understand that you’re trying to— 

 

Q: Well it’s, I don’t—when I do these conversations, I don’t—everybody is so different that sits 

down— 

 

Sklute: I’m sure. [laughs] 
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Q: —has such like a different relationship to whiteness, and I’m trying to understand how sort of 

the equation of identity, many—much of the time, whiteness is left out of it, and how—or it’s not 

named very specifically. 

 

Sklute: [17:21:17] Maybe that’s why. It’s kind of foreign to me to hear you ask some of these 

questions about, how does whiteness do this or that. It’s like, well I never really thought about it, 

you know? 

 

Q: Yes, so I guess the question, why don’t you think about—like you’re half-white, you have— 

 

Sklute: [17:21:30] Right. And if I think about just my father, he was definitely white. 

 

Q: Yes, so why do you think it is that you don’t think about it? 

 

Sklute: [17:21:37] I don’t know. Now to be, in my mind, I’ve risen above trying to judge a book 

by their cover. And heritage-wise, I guess, I think there’s good things with heritage. It’s very 

neat. I haven’t learned a whole lot about my mother’s side but been to Japan. But ultimately, who 

you are is inside of you, not your heritage, not what you look like, is what you put into it to make 

yourself. What you’ve done for yourself. And people that try to hang on to heritage, to statues, or 

whatever, symbols of things, of oppression. I don’t agree with that. I guess it’s kind of two-sided 

because on one hand, I can see people being proud to be from one place or the other, or proud of 

some accomplishment that—ancestors several years down the line did. But I don’t feel like that 
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should make you decide who you are or what you’re going to do, or how you treat other people 

at all.  

 

My first husband’s father had traced his roots back to somebody in the Civil War. He was very 

big, a Civil War buff. And that’s cool. I think that’s neat to trace back and say, hey, I was related 

to this person, like then, with all the Robert E. Lee stuff that’s come up. People that are even 

descendants of him, just listening to them talk, and some of them were embarrassed about how 

he treated people, or whatever. And it’s like, wow. I think that is like a step forward. And with 

each generation, I think we’re stepping forward. And we’re losing people that are stuck in the 

mindset that anybody owes anybody, the government owes somebody something, or, we’re a 

better-class citizen than this person. So I’m hoping in the future, my daughter’s future, that 

there’ll be more, much more equality, everywhere. Because I have also the sexuality part of my 

family too, that I don’t understand people being bigoted against. That’s a whole ‘nother 

ballgame. [laughs] 

 

Q: But I guess I was trying to figure out, but you also sound like you don’t necessarily believe 

that we need like, reparations, or reconciliation on that. 

 

Sklute: [17:24:25] To me, the reconciliations or the reparations would be more—would be better 

for the people the older people that were there. You know like, during the—in Germany, in the 

Holocaust, and the older Jewish people that are still alive and were abused, but they were 

actually there. Then definitely, I think they need some kind of something to—it’s the same, like 
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the Indians, I suppose, that you know, they were taken advantage of. And I think somebody 

should make some reparations as to that. I don’t really feel like that’s going to happen.  

 

A black person today, my second husband, for instance, has no connection to what happened in 

the Civil War. And in a way, he’s different too, because his roots kind of go back down. He’s a 

very white black person [laughs] if that makes any sense. His grandfather was black and married 

a white woman and was excommunicated from their family. I guess it was great-grandfather 

maybe, and they had made them change their names, so they became Jones. But both of his 

parents are black. But they have white in them, and he’s got tons of biracial cousins and stuff like 

that. So, I don’t feel like anybody owes him something. 

 

Q: But you just said earlier that when you travel around, you got discriminated against. 

 

Sklute: [17:25:53] We did. 

 

Q: I would argue that is the legacy of slavery. 

 

Sklute: Okay, that— 

 

Q: He is feeling the effects of the past. 

 

Sklute: [17:26:14] True. Well, see I don’t really know. Is it the past that makes these effects, or is 

it people—where does bigotry come from? I don’t say bigotry necessarily came from the Civil 
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War, but maybe that’s just my own opinion. I think it comes from closed-minded people that, 

you don’t look like me, or you don’t date the different gender like me, so something’s wrong 

with you. Or you’re a lower-class citizen. I don’t really necessarily equate that to the Civil War, 

for instance, if that makes sense. [Laughs] 

 

Q: No, it all makes sense. I’m just trying to— 

 

Sklute: [17:26:55] So I feel like black people today—and even really people that don’t have a lot 

of money, even like the coal miner people that grew up with not very much education, and very 

poor. It would be nice for things to be available for their children to try to rise above where they 

are. For the free lunches at school even, or anything like that, that’s government-funded, I 

assume it’s government funded. I think that’s a great thing. But I don’t necessarily call that 

reparation for something that happened for slavery. In my mind, slavery was wrong. It shouldn’t 

have gone on as long as it did. It happened a long time ago, and we shouldn’t have monuments 

that say it was a good thing at that time. But it shouldn’t also be the reason—the excuse for some 

people to not be able to achieve more for themselves. 

 

Q: It’s complicated. 

 

Sklute: [17:28:03] It is. It is complicated. [laughs] 

 

Q: I think that you know, we covered a lot of things. I want to just takes some stills of you now, 

so if you just look in the camera, and that’s— 
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Sklute: Okay, cheese. [laughs] 

 

Q: So just relax your face. This is the hardest part. 

 

Sklute: Okay, it is. [laughs] [pause] I have a hard time doing this. 

 

Q: I can see it. 

 

Sklute: I hate getting my driver’s license. It’s like, I can’t— 

 

Q: This is your driver’s license times a hundred. 

 

Sklute: It is. [pause]  

 

Q: That’s, got it. This is just so we get a video still, so we use it for some navigation stuff. Good. 

 

Sklute: Okay. 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 

 
 
 
 
  
 


