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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Leland Schafer 

conducted by Whitney Dow on May 15, 2018. This interview is part of the Study on White 

People. 

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 
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Q: So can you tell me your name, where you’re from, and a little about yourself?  

 

Schafer: [01:00:19] My name is Leland Schafer. I’m originally from the Southeastern part of 

Colorado—a little town called La Junta, Colorado. And I’ll tell you a little interesting thing 

about my birth: I was brought into this world by a veterinarian. Now, the other side of that story 

is he’s a veterinarian turned MD, but I don’t tell people about that [laughs]. 

 

Q: So how long have you been in Cheyenne [Wyoming]? 

 

Schafer: [01:00:49] I’ve been in Cheyenne, I think it’s about twenty-two, twenty-four years—

somewhere along in there. 

 

Q: And what can you tell me about this community? Is it a friendly community? 

 

Schafer: [01:00:57] It’s a very friendly community. People say hello to you. You know, you say 

hello to them, they’ll say hello back to you. People are very nice. 

 

Q: Even if you’re from Colorado? 

ATC Session #1  

Interviewee: Leland Schafer Location: Cheyenne, WY 

Interviewer: Whitney Dow Date: May 18, 2016 



  Schafer – 1 – 4 
 

 

Schafer: [01:01:09] Oh yes. Yes, you know I’ve been here for thirty-seven years, so I’m almost a 

native. 

 

Q: When Sam told you about this project, the idea of doing a project on white people, what was 

your response? You think it was like, good, bad, nuts? 

 

Schafer: [01:01:25] Oh, I don’t know. I guess a lot of things go through your mind. You wonder, 

hmm, is this some kind of deal that some white supremacist group, or something like this? But as 

he explained it to me, why, I thought, hey, this would be kind of interesting to do. 

 

Q: Well, let me ask you a question. How often do you think about your race? 

 

Schafer: [01:01:47] Oh, not too much. 

 

Q: Can you [crosstalk] my question into your answer? 

 

Schafer: Pardon? 

 

Q: People won’t hear my voice, so I want to make sure that people understand what we’re 

talking about, so you need to put my question into your answer a little bit. 
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Schafer: [01:01:57] Oh, okay. I think here in Cheyenne, people don’t think about your whiteness 

or if you’re black or Hispanic or any other type. I think they just—you know, you are what you 

are. 

 

Q: And how often do you think about your own race? 

 

Schafer: [01:02:17] Very seldom. 

 

Q: And do you think that you’ve had any benefits from being white that you can point to over 

your life? 

 

Schafer: [01:02:29] I think there are benefits to it, unfortunately. I think I’ve probably gotten 

some jobs that maybe other people that have applied for that are different ethnicity. Yes, I think 

it’s probably helped. 

 

Q: And have there been any disadvantages that you’ve seen from being white? 

 

Schafer: [01:02:54] Probably not. I would say, unfortunately, if you’re white in America, you’ve 

got it made. 

 

Q: And what do you mean by that? Can you talk about that a little bit? 
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Schafer: [01:03:09] I think that people think that being white, you know, you’re kind of [gestures 

quotation marks] at the top [gestures high location] of the pole, and they think that since there are 

so many of us, that we’re maybe a little bit better than somebody else. 

 

Q: And do you think that because of our past history with black Americans, Native Americans 

that we in 2018 owe black people something? 

 

Schafer: [01:03:52] I think we owe them a little better treatment than what they got. Same way 

with Native Americans. They got a pretty raw deal on some of these treaties that we signed with 

them. 

 

Q: And what about you personally? Do you feel like you have some sort of obligation to other 

people? To black people? 

 

Schafer: [01:04:15] I think so. I think anybody that is a professing [phonetic] (prophesying?) 

Christian should be on the lookout for other people. You know, not so much helping them across 

the street, but just being there for them and helping in any way you can. 

 

Q: Are you Christian? Is that something—is your faith in [crosstalk]— 

 

Schafer: [01:04:38] Yes. Yes. 

 

Q: Can you tell me a little about your faith and which church you belong to, your congregation? 
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Schafer: [01:04:44] I belong to the Evangelical Free Church here in Cheyenne. I’ve been a part 

of that church for quite a number of years. In fact, the wife and I were married in a church in 

Eaton, Colorado thirty-seven years ago. I just feel that one of the things about the Christian faith 

is that, you know, you have the faith of Jesus Christ, and we’re supposed to go and spread that 

throughout the world to let people know who Christ is and what he does. 

 

Q: Why do you think that traditionally that hour between eleven and noon on Sunday is the most 

segregated hour of the week; that churches aren’t more integrated? They tend to be—you know, 

different races at different churches. 

 

Schafer: [01:05:38] I don’t know. I guess I’ve never found it that way. We have some black 

people in our church and I welcome them just as much as I would anybody else. 

 

Q: Now, are you politically active? 

 

Schafer: [01:05:56] Not really. 

 

[INTERRUPTION] 

 

Q: Talk to me a little bit about your politics—how you see the world, how you vote, how you 

think about politicians and politics. 
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Schafer: [01:06:17] Well, in the last election, I did not vote for [President Donald] Trump. I do 

not feel that he is the man that can answer our questions for us. I believe that he is there to only 

do what Trump wants and nothing else. Granted, Hillary Clinton was not probably an ideal 

candidate, but she was probably better equipped than what Mr. Trump was. 

 

Q: Why do you think that so many evangelicals support Trump, despite the fact that, I think you 

were telling me earlier, you don’t think that he actually shares a lot of Christian values with you? 

 

Schafer: [01:07:08] No. I don’t feel that he has any of the fruits of the spirit like you’re supposed 

to have, being a Christian. 

 

Q: But why do you think so many evangelicals support Trump? 

 

Schafer: [01:07:19] I think they probably support him because they thought that they were going 

to get a better deal for themselves. I think he got a lot of them to think that every treaty or 

anything else that we had entered into was a bad thing, and that he was going to go ahead and 

change everything. 

 

Q: And why do you think that Wyoming overwhelmingly supported him? Do you think there 

was any—people have said there’s a racial component of it. Overwhelmingly white state votes 

overwhelmingly for Trump. Trump [unclear] overwhelmingly white people. Do you think there 

was some sort of racial component in why people supported him? 
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Schafer: [01:08:08] No, I don’t know if there was a racial support of him. I think that Wyoming 

has typically been a Republican state, and, you know, all of our representatives and members of 

Congress are that way. Our governor is that way. I think it was just the national trend at that 

time. But no, Wyoming is a very Republican state. 

 

[INTERRUPTION] 

 

Q: So are you attached to the fact that you’re white? Would you give up your whiteness 

voluntarily? Would it matter to you if you weren’t born white? 

 

Schafer: [01:09:07] Yes. I think I could do that. I think sometimes it would be kind of nice to see 

what the other people go through. I don’t think I’m better than anybody else. I just think 

everybody should be given an equal shake. 

 

Q: How old are you now? 

 

Schafer: [01:09:40] [Laughs] You would ask me that. I am sixty-eight. 

 

Q: You’re sixty-eight. 

 

Schafer: Yes. 
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Q: So you lived through a lot of different times. When you grew up, what were the racial 

attitudes in the community that you grew up? Were people open and accepting? Were 

[crosstalk]— 

 

Schafer: [01:09:55] They were. In the town that I grew up in, it was about sixty percent white 

and forty percent Hispanic or Mexican. Now it’s turned around to where it’s sixty percent 

Mexican and forty percent white.  

 

Q: And what were people’s attitudes towards Mexicans when you were growing up? Were they 

accepting? Was there prejudice? Was [crosstalk]— 

 

Schafer: [01:10:20] Oh, I think a lot of it just depended on who you talk to. You know, we used 

to hear all the time, “Well, he’s just a low-down dirty drunk Mexican. He won’t amount to 

anything.” I found that to be very untrue. 

 

Q: And what about your parents’ attitudes towards race? Were they open minded? Were they 

bigoted? How did they talk about [unclear]? 

 

Schafer: [01:10:48] I think my father was pretty bigoted. My mother, I don’t think she was.  

 

Q: And why do you think that you aren’t bigoted? People talk about racism being hereditary. 

Why do you think that it wasn’t for you? 

 



  Schafer – 1 – 11 
 

Schafer: [01:11:06] I think because of the education that I got and some of the things I saw 

happen to Mexicans and Negroes. And [gestures with hands up] I’m not trying to belittle 

Negroes by calling them “Negroes,” it’s just that’s what they were called when I was growing 

up. And I think it was very unfair, some of the things that happened. 

 

Q: And how did that affect you, seeing that unfairness? 

 

Schafer: [01:11:35] It made me want to be a better person and not carry around those prejudices 

that I saw when I was young. 

 

Q: Is there anything that you think people should know about Cheyenne, Wyoming and race? 

We’re here—obviously, that’s one of the whitest states in the union. 

 

Schafer: [01:11:59] I think that people would find Cheyenne very forthcoming. I don’t see the 

race issue being a big deal up here. Pretty much everybody accepts you for who you are. 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 

 


