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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Dan Salerno 

conducted by Whitney Dow on October 1, 2017. This interview is part of the Study on White 

People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



 

 

 

 

Crew: [00:45:42] OK. Is someone coming?  

 

Q: [00:45:48] No, [unclear] upstairs.  

 

Crew: [00:45:51] All right. Can you count to ten, please, just in your normal speaking voice? 

 

Salerno: [00:45:55] Say “ten”? 

 

Crew: [00:45:56] Just count to ten. 

 

Salerno: [00:45:57] Oh. One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten.  

 

Crew: [00:46:04] Great. All right, and we are good to go. Camera speeding. 

 

Q: [00:46:11] Good. OK, so, first of all, can you tell me your name, where you’re from, what 

you do, and a little about yourself? 

 

3PM Session #1 (video) 

Interviewee: Dan Salerno Location: Battle Creek, MI 

Interviewer: Whitney Dow Date: October 1, 2017 
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Salerno: [00:46:19] My name is Dan Salerno. I was born and raised in Battle Creek, and I 

currently live in Kalamazoo, which is fairly close to Battle Creek. I’m retired. I worked most 

recently, twenty-eight years, for a nonprofit that was actually based out of Battle Creek. 

 

Q: [00:46:39] And what was it like growing up here? You told me a little bit about it when we 

met the other day, but can you tell me a little about your childhood, what it was like to grow up 

in Battle Creek, and how you felt about the experience? 

 

Salerno: [00:46:52] Growing up in Battle Creek, well, I didn’t really—in my mind, there was 

nothing unusual about growing up in Battle Creek. I felt it was in many ways like a typical 

small-town kind of existence, especially—wherever I went, for the most part, I walked. We 

didn’t have a car in our family until I was in middle school, so, in terms of growing up, that and 

then maybe the religious factor of growing up as well. I happened to have gone to a parochial 

school, a Catholic school, in the city of Battle Creek. 

 

Q: [00:47:40] And talk a little bit about the neighborhood that you grew up in, the part of the 

[unclear] you grew up in. What was it like? Was it diverse? Was it homogenized, and what was 

your relationship to the community, you know, your own racial background, [unclear]? 

 

Salerno: [00:48:00] Well, growing up, the neighborhood, our family stayed, actually, in the same 

house, the same neighborhood, for about seventeen years, and the neighbors—from the best that 

I can remember of it, it was pretty stable. There wasn’t a lot of coming and going. This was in 

the [19]50s, and it was, mostly in terms of racial or an ethnic kind of thing, mostly white, but 
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different nationalities represented in that broad scope of whiteness. I remember the folks that 

lived right across from us. They were Polish and actually had been involved in the underground 

movement during World War II. To me, that was interesting. And there were folks from 

Tennessee or Appalachia, and as a kid it was just—that’s the way it was. I didn’t really think a 

whole lot about it. But then, you know, years later, of course, thinking back on it, that’s about—

those are the things that stick out to me. 

 

Q: [00:49:13] And what about your own family? What was—how did you sort of think of 

yourself racially, growing up in the community that you grew up in? 

 

Salerno: [00:49:24] Growing up as a kid, I don’t remember thinking about, “Hey, Dan, you’re a 

white guy.” I just didn’t really think about it. I played in the summertime with almost all the kids 

my age in the neighborhood, and at the time, playing with them, I was more involved in what we 

were doing and having fun than, rather, “Who am I playing with, and why am I playing with 

them?” So, really, as far as I can remember at the time, as a kid growing up and even within my 

own family, I wasn’t super conscious of being white. Of being Sicilian or German, yes, but that’s 

a little different.  

 

Q: [00:50:18] When we met the other day at Starbucks, you talked a lot about that experience of 

growing up feeling Sicilian and feeling that kind of made you other in your community. Can you 

talk a little bit about that? 
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Salerno: [00:50:31] The aspect of life that gave me a sense of being different really was the 

religious aspect of it or growing up in a Catholic household. Most of my neighbors except for the 

next-door—our neighbor across the street was also Catholic—they weren’t Catholic, which 

meant we didn’t go to the same church. And especially as a kid, going to school, grade school 

opens the door to your social experience, so to speak. Well, other than kindergarten, which I 

spent in the local public neighborhood elementary school, I didn’t spend the school day with my 

neighbors. So when I came home—and, again, remembering what I do of it—I came home, did 

my homework, had supper, and then, especially in the fall, non-summertime, during the school 

season there wasn’t time to play during the week with the kids in the neighborhood. That 

happened on the weekend. So there was—the part of really not sensing that I fit in had to do with 

the religious aspect of life or being a Catholic. 

 

Q: [00:51:56] And what about the part of you being Sicilian? You talked about that also. How 

did that make—did you see yourself differently because you were Sicilian? Did you see yourself 

as someone different because you were Sicilian? 

 

Salerno: [00:52:08] Well, it was—the difference in terms of the ethnicity for me, as a kid, had to 

do with being able to feel comfortable outside of my home environment. And playing, I felt 

totally OK, but I really don’t recall sitting down with other kids in the neighborhood and asking 

them, “So what’s your ethnic makeup?” or even at school. I didn’t ask kids that I went to school 

with, “Gee, what’s your ethnic makeup?” I don’t know as a kid in general whether you do that 

sort of thing or not, but as a kid, at the time, I just didn’t talk about those things, but I had a 

response nevertheless of feeling, “You know, I don’t really fit in here.” At school, especially, 
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there was that feeling, “I don’t know that I fit in with the—I really don’t emotionally fit in with 

this group.” I really don’t know how much of it had to do with family background, with 

ethnicity. I don’t know about being white because most of the kids that I went to school with in 

the parochial school, they were white, so we shared that in common. 

 

Q: [00: 53:36] So when you think back on it now, what do you think was driving these feelings 

of not fitting in? 

 

Salerno: [00:53:43] Wow. What if you can’t answer the question? 

 

Q: [00:53:46] Then, you say, “I don’t know.” 

 

Salerno: [00:53:47] I really don’t know. 

 

Q: [00:53:49] There’s no—yes, there’s no— 

 

Salerno: [00:53:51] Yes, I don’t know. 

 

Q: [00:53:53] —right or wrong answer. If you don’t know the answer, then you don’t know. 

It’s— 

 

Salerno: [00:53:57] Yes, I don’t. And also, too, which you probably—you guys probably know 

some of these questions I either never really thought about or no one has ever asked me, so the 



  Salerno – Session 1 – 8 
 

answer is, you know, “I don’t know.” Unless you have five hours, I really can’t tell you. [laughs] 

That’s the short answer to it. 

 

Q: [00:54:15] Well, I mean, that’s part of what, I think, we’re trying to do in this project is 

asking questions of white people about their identity that they haven’t thought about before in 

order to try to understand how white people construct identities for themselves, because, you 

know, you’ve talked about your religion. You’ve talked about your ethnicity— 

 

Salerno: [00:54:33] Yes. 

 

Q: [00:54:34]  —as being things that were sort of defining for you and things that sort of 

impacted your arc through life. But, in general, you probably haven’t talked about how your 

whiteness has impacted your arc through life. 

 

Salerno: [00:54:49] No. No. Can I— 

 

Q: [00:54:51] Yes. 

 

Salerno: [00:54:52] —here’s something. I was thinking of this recently. When I was a little kid, 

this is the way that it went for me in terms of thinking about this whole issue of race or ethnicity 

or how people perceive themselves. One day—I don’t even think I had started kindergarten yet, 

but it was close to that time—my father asked me, “Come here, Dan. I want to talk to you for a 

minute.” And growing up in a family with eight siblings, it was not very often that either my 
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mom or my dad had an opportunity in all of that to say to any one of us, “I’d like to talk to you,” 

while the other seven are running around. It just didn’t happen, so it stood out in my mind. “Hey, 

my dad wants to talk to me,” so I said sure. So he kind of drew me aside, and he said, “You 

know, Dan, you’re short.” And I’m five-foot-one, [laughs] so when he said that my immediate 

response was, “You know, I don’t feel like I’m—” I didn’t say this, but I'm thinking, “I don’t 

feel like I’m short. I don’t think like I’m short. I’m not living like I'm short.” I’m thinking this 

stuff, and then my dad—it was only, like, a ten-, fifteen-second kind of a deal. And then, he said, 

“You know, you just have to expect that people are going to respond to that, Dan, and just don’t 

pay a whole lot of attention to it.” And that was—we were done. That was it. [laughs] I walked 

away being very self-conscious of the fact that, all of a sudden, people are going to expect me 

somehow to be short.  

 

Q: [00:56:39] That’s—I guess that’s—I don’t know if your dad is still alive. [unclear] interesting 

critique of his parenting whether that was the right thing to say or the wrong thing to say, 

because it sounds like it—I mean, the fact that now, all of these years later, it’s something that 

you still remember as being sort of a transformational moment is pretty significant. 

 

Salerno: [00:56:59] Yes. Yes, it was kind of triggered from what—the question before about—I 

forget even what the question was, but I said I couldn’t answer it, or, “I don’t know.” Yes, that is 

the way that I could answer, you know, this whole business of thinking about who you are.  

 

Q: [00:57:16] Now, as you move through life, how often on a daily basis do you think about your 

own race and, if so, in what contexts [unclear]? 
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Salerno: [00:57:29] As an adult, I don’t consciously think about my race very often. That’s 

consciously. Having said that, I have no idea what’s going on in the back of my head, and I’m 

sure there’s stuff there that I’m not in touch with, and I know that, being human, I’m responding 

to people and situations from different points of view and not always, probably ninety-nine 

percent of the time, not consciously. 

 

Q: [00:58:04] So can you remember a situation or an experience where you were conscious of 

your race? 

 

Salerno: [00:58:13] Oh, yes. Yes. One time where I was very much aware that I was a white 

person or that I had white skin was—I was living in New York and working for an organization 

that did advocacy for homeless people. A mom who was homeless had a baby. The baby died 

and had, I think, some—it doesn’t really matter how she died, but our organization wanted to pay 

for the burial costs of the little kid. The mom was hanging out in Harlem, so my boss asked me 

to take the money, to take it to the funeral home, which was in Harlem, to pay for the child’s 

funeral. So I got on the subway, and I got—I went on the subway every day, you know, to get 

back and forth to work, but I had never stopped in Harlem before. So this was the first time that 

here, I’m an adult, and I’m going uptown, getting off at, whatever, 110th Street, wherever it was. 

And I got off, walked up the platform, got into the street, and almost immediately, as I’m looking 

around—because I also wanted to know which direction I was supposed to go to find the funeral 

home. But even after that thought of make sure I’m walking—headed down the right direction, I 

was overwhelmed by the fact that it seemed to me or felt to me, my perception of that 
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experience, was that I was the only white person on that block. And I very much just had that 

feeling. It was like being in a tsunami, and then you get hit by the force of the waves, you know, 

that forceful, and it was an emotional experience for me. That was a time when I was very much 

aware in the moment, “I’m not like the people that I’m around, that I’m surrounded [by] here. 

I’m different.”  

 

Q: [01:00:41] And what were the emotions that you felt in that moment? 

 

Salerno: [01:00:46] The emotional impression that hit me in that experience of being in Harlem 

for the first time, part of it was feeling like an outsider. Part of it was fear, you know, fear of the 

unknown, “I don’t know how to relate to these folks,” and fear of a new experience. Instead of—

I guess I could have felt anything, but what I felt was fear, a new experience, I don’t know 

what—in the sense of, “I don’t know what to think, and it’s making me nervous.”  

 

Q: [01:01:23] And that's sort of interesting, because you were working at this nonprofit, 

involved, obviously, with all kinds of people— 

 

Salerno: [01:01:28] Oh, yes. 

 

Q: [00:01:29] —and you had experience with a lot of those people. Was it that you were—that 

the context was so different for how you were interacting with them that was—because I’m 

guessing that you interacted with a lot of people of color in the context of your job all the time. 
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Salerno: [01:01:44] Yes. 

 

Q: [01:01:47] Did that change how you felt when you went back? Did that experience—clearly, 

it stayed with you, because now this is years later, and we’re talking about it, but did it change 

how you interacted with people and how you felt about yourself after you left that space? 

 

Salerno: [01:02:01] Well, after that experience in Harlem of dropping off the money to pay for 

the child’s funeral, I have to mention—I have to say that part of that experience involved going 

into that funeral home, meeting the gentleman that ran—that was the funeral director, who was 

black, and this guy was so welcoming, was so welcoming to me, it did a lot. His attitude and the 

staff’s attitude, their response towards me did a lot to bring down that feeling of apprehension. 

When I gave them the money, I thought, “OK, here’s—we’re paying, you know, to bury a child, 

and I’m—” I just thought, “OK, so you’re ready to go.” Someone—as far as I remember, it 

wasn’t the director, but someone on staff said, “Would you like to see the child?” And I didn’t 

really think about it. I said, “Sure,” so, you know, I went behind the front office area, went to 

where they were keeping—where the child was in the coffin, and it was—this was a baby, and 

the coffin was not, what—not even a foot. I mean, it was small. And seeing that little baby, that 

really affected me. And at that point, I wasn’t—I mean, the color thing or the race thing was 

gone. What I was seeing was a little human baby that was dead, and that stayed with me. And 

when I got—retraced my steps and got back on the subway, I wasn’t thinking like, “I’m the only 

white person around here.” My thought was, in a very small way, maybe I helped that child’s 

mom deal with something that was beyond her ability at the time, to pay a bill so that she could 

bury her baby. 
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Q: [01:04:30] That’s an amazing story. That’s a really amazing story. When you think now 

about—you said before that you don’t often think about your race. That’s interesting, because 

I’m guessing that in your work at the food pantry, in your work at this organization, you come 

into contact with all kinds of people all the time, right? Is this—can you talk to me a little about 

the job you just retired from? You said it was how many years you were there, eighteen years or 

thirty-five? 

 

Salerno: [01:05:06] Twenty-eight. 

 

Q: [01:05:07] Twenty-eight years. I knew there was an eight in there. The twenty-eight years, 

can you tell me a little about what you did at the food pantry and sort of both the makeup of the 

workplace and the makeup of the people that you served? 

 

Salerno: [01:05:22] I worked at a food bank for twenty-eight years, and during that course of 

time the organization itself grew. I was, like, the third or fourth person that they hired. It was that 

basic or fundamental, and we grew, and the scope of counties that we served, winding up serving 

eight counties with about 200 different types of organizations, mainly food pantries, soup 

kitchens, those sorts of emergency food providers. That served all sorts of people. My job grew 

as well from being a person that wrote press releases, pamphlets, annual reports, that sort of 

thing, to raising money, which meant writing grants, and also going to those different 

organizations and sitting down with the folks that ran them just to make sure that the food was 

getting to folks in a nonjudgmental way. The main thing we tried to do was get as much food as 
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we could—it was really basic, just to get as much food as we could and get it to organizations 

that were feeding people and, the best that we could, make sure that the folks that got the food 

were treated with respect. I mean, that was the bottom line, and maybe that’s why I stayed there 

for twenty-eight years. I’m not sure, but it was really easy. It was easy for me to understand. I’m 

not a brainiac, so it made sense. It was like a basic human need, and I liked that. That was the 

cause to do something about an issue that seemed to me a very, very simple thing to correct.  

 

Q: [01:07:13] Do you feel like there’s a white culture that you’re connected to that you can 

describe? 

 

Salerno: [01:07:24] Wow. In terms of my connectedness to the human race or how do I connect 

with other human beings, for one thing, I mean, just in my nature—if I’m talking about me and 

how I relate to people, then I guess I have to start with myself. I’m very much an introvert, so I 

don’t by nature just go up and talk to people unless I have a reason. So outside of work, when I 

was working, there was a period of time, too, when I was a journalist, a freelance journalist, and 

actually worked for the local newspaper in town, and it was easy, you know, to talk to somebody 

and engage if I had a reason. In work-type situations, I did, but outside of work, by nature, I’m 

not one to see someone if I don’t know them already and just go up there and say, “Hi, how are 

you doing?” and introduce myself and then get a conversation going. There has to be—for me, 

there has to be a reason to overcome that introversion, so for me, actually—and I don’t know if 

this sounds weird or not, but the introversion supersedes whatever color or ethnicity would be 

there. I guess I have a tendency to see myself through a personality that—the race thing either is 

very, very under the radar or subconscious, and more it’s like the—how do I relate to people in 
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general. And I don’t know that—but I don’t know if I’m blindsided to the fact that, “Hey, I’m 

white.” I don’t know. I mean, of course, I know. I’m aware of the color of my skin, but I don’t 

spend a whole lot of conscious thought about it, so I’m not sure I’m answering your question. 

[laughs] 

 

Q: [01:09:57] No, you’re totally answering my question. First of all, I’m not surprised that you 

were both a grant writer and a journalist in your past because you’re a good storyteller. You have 

to be a good storyteller to write grants, and you have to be a good storyteller to be a journalist, 

right? 

 

Salerno: [01:10:13] I don’t know, because stories don’t—stories happen to you. You can choose 

to—you know, I didn’t make this stuff up. It just—but anyway— 

 

Q: [01:10:20] No, but you’re talking—but in your grant writing you have to tell the story of your 

organization. 

 

Salerno: [01:10:24] Yes. 

 

Q: [01:10:25] You have to create a narrative around your organization. When you’re a journalist, 

you create a narrative around the events, because people understand the world through story, I 

think, through narratives. I guess what I’m saying is that we talk about black culture. We talk 

about Latino culture, about Asian culture. Is there an identifiable white culture? 
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Salerno: [01:10:51] Do I think that there’s an identifiable white culture? I’m sure that there is, 

and I’m sure even because I’m—just for the fact that I’m white that I play a part in it. I’m also 

pretty sure, given what I just said, that I'm responding to it, but that doesn't mean that I’m always 

conscious of it. I was going to say this is something that I can remember as a kid. I don’t know, 

this whole aspect of culture and where you fit in—both my mom and dad were not from 

Michigan. They had no business in the general course of things winding up in Battle Creek. It 

was only because of World War II. So they meet, and then they get married and then have kids. 

Then, I show up. I mean, I'm born, and I’m in my neighborhood. And one day—this is the 

summertime—a relative of the person that, I guess, was the equivalent of a landlord to the house 

next door to ours, his nephew, probably, was coming over for the summer. And I’m excited 

because I used to collect baseball cards, so I’m thinking—and we used to have all-day-long 

baseball card trading sessions. That’s what I'm looking forward to, even from the time—and I’m 

young, and this kid is young too. So I’m looking forward to this. My mom looks out one 

morning, and she sees this kid, who is not a friend outside of the baseball card thing. He’s on the 

street, and he’s filthy. He’s dirty. I could see it from our upstairs window, and my mom goes 

downstairs and says, “Hey, come inside.” I’m following my mom because I'm curious to see 

what she’s going to do. She tells him to come inside, brings him upstairs, and brings him into our 

bathroom. The door is open, and there’s a tub, but because there are so many kids this was not a 

private moment. So she says to him, and she explains—she said whatever—I can’t even 

remember what his name was, but she said, “I’m going to have you take off your clothes, OK, 

and we’re going to get you clean.” And I’m watching this, and I’m thinking, “Mom, what are 

you doing? This is our tub. We take baths in here. What are you doing?” So she does—it didn’t 

take that long. She washes the kid off, gets him—shakes out his clothes, gives him his clothes, 
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and he’s on his way. Then, I turned to my mom, and I said, [laughs] “Mom, why did you do that? 

Why did you give that kid a bath?” And she just looked at me, and she said, “Because he needed 

one.” So that kind of a thing taught me or showed me a way, you know, to relate to people. And 

when he was getting a bath, when my mom was giving this kid a bath, this wasn’t a white kid or 

whatever color the kid was. It was a kid, a kid who was playing in the street and was dirty, and 

my mom felt he needed, “Hey, somebody has got to give this kid a bath.” That was it.  

 

Q: [01:14:46] That’s a nice story as well. Do you remember what color the kid was? 

 

Salerno: [01:14:51] The kid who received the benefit of a bath from my mom happened to be 

white. 

 

Q: [01:15:05] Getting back to this idea of culture, you think of yourself as Sicilian. You think of 

yourself as a southwest Michigander, right, so you have sort of an identity that you sort of 

constructed for yourself. Is that a white identity? 

 

Salerno: [01:15:34] The identity that I have for myself that I’m conscious of is that I'm a human 

being, and that could sound unbelievable, or it could sound corny or pretty stupid or naïve. I 

don’t know, but I’m sixty-five years old, so a lot of this thought process, a lot of which was not 

very conscious, you know, a conscious effort, things happened, of course, along those sixty-five 

years. But now, being sixty-five years of age, I’m consciously aware that my belief system, 

spiritual development, religion, and choices there have a lot to do with who I am and how I 

respond to situations. My upbringing as a kid in a Sicilian-German home had a lot to do—going 
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to a parochial school had a lot to do with it, but I don’t—I’m not able to say. I’m really not able 

to say to what extent being white, how did that shape me. Having said that, I’m aware that I had, 

maybe, choices possibly because of my color. I had advantages possibly just because of my 

color, and the state of society or the society in the United States—I have opinions about that, and 

some of them are very strong opinions, but that’s not having to do with who I am as a white 

person. Those are opinions. It’s not my—opinions are different from experience. I’m not 

answering your question really. 

 

Q: [01:18:00] You’re totally answering my question. Why do you think you’re not answering the 

question? 

 

Salerno: [01:18:03] I don’t know, or maybe I think I’m not doing a good job.  

 

Crew: [01:18:13] Sorry. This is just coming a little bit loose there. I think you’re answering the 

questions. 

 

Salerno: [01:18:23] Thanks. [laughs]  

 

Crew: [01:18:31] Thank you.  

 

Q: [01:18:34] Do you want to talk—you said your faith is very important. Do you want to talk to 

me a little about your religious beliefs and your faith and how they shaped your view of yourself 

and the world? 
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Salerno: [01:18:50] I grew up in a family that—the religion that we had was Catholic, and I went 

to a Catholic school. From the time that I was a kid, I can tell you in first grade I was so shy that 

we had—when you’re that young, you had scheduled—the teachers have scheduled times when 

you can have bathroom breaks. So, anyway, it’s after lunch, and it’s a natural time to have a 

bathroom break, so I’m in the bathroom, the guys’ bathroom, in a stall, a toilet. And I was so 

overwhelmed by having to go back into the classroom, and I think there were maybe twenty 

other kids in the class, that I just didn’t want to. I was stuck sitting on the toilet, and I remember 

praying—not out loud, but by that time all of the other—the guys that had had to go to the 

bathroom had come and gone, but I’m still sitting there. And I remember praying, “God, if you 

don’t help me get off this toilet, I'm just going to sit here.” So I prayed that, not out loud, and 

then you could say I had an answered—I would say I had an answered prayer. I physically felt a 

lot better, pulled up my pants, washed my hands, and went back in the classroom. Everything 

was OK. That was my first experience—you could say, like, a real encounter with an answered 

prayer. That was the first time, and it really impacted me. So, fast-forward, because of that 

experience combined with—I mean, we had religion class in a Catholic school back then every 

day, and you started the day as a Catholic kid going to a Catholic school — their form of liturgy 

was called a mass, so we would go to church, in essence, for about forty minutes before we even 

had our first class. All of that stuff, it impressed itself upon me. So, by the time I’m ready to 

graduate high school, I’m feeling and sensing and really believing that, “Wow, it’s an important 

thing to have some sort of relationship with God, have something going on with God. Whoever 

God is, have a relationship with God.” And that just kind of stayed with me pretty much up until 

now. I’m not a practicing Catholic anymore. I don’t go to a Catholic church, but I very strongly 
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believe that God exists, and I try to have a relationship just like I would have a relationship with 

a person. I try to have a relationship, as muddled and confusing and up-and-down it can be. I try, 

and because of that spiritual connection I would say that it drives what I do and how I respond. 

I’m not saying—I’m human, so I’m not saying that I always hit the mark, and I don’t. I often 

fail, but what I’m saying is that it motivates me.  

 

Q: [01:22:54] Do you feel that being white or being male has had a bigger impact on your life? 

 

Salerno: [01:23:00] What’s the second part? 

 

Q: [01:23:01] Do you feel like being white or being male has had a bigger impact on your life? 

 

Salerno: [01:23:07] Oh, which one? 

 

Q: [01:23:08] Yes. 

 

Salerno: [01:23:09] [laughs] Sorry. I am so sorry. That’s very funny. [laughs] Sorry. I don’t 

mean any disrespect. Being white or being male, in my experience of it, it’s probably part of who 

I am, but it’s sort of like—you know, there’s this old joke that you wouldn’t want to belong to a 

club that had somebody like you as a member. And when I first heard that, I didn’t even think it 

was all that funny. I thought it was sophisticated because I saw it as part of a prologue to a 

movie, really. But now, being sixty-five, I realize the impact of that, the part of me that’s always 

wanting—I guess, wanting to do the right thing or to be moral about life, you know, as I kind of 
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stumble through it. So the part about being—which has more influence, the fact that I’m white or 

the fact that I’m—I’m forgetting the other thing. 

 

Q: [01:24:31] Male. 

 

Salerno: [01:24:32] OK. The fact that I’m white or I’m male, which is the deciding factor, for me 

I’d have to—there are some folks, when you ask them, “Do you have a religious preference?” 

and they say, “None.” If you were to ask me that, I’d say none. I really don’t have a 

denominational preference. I really don’t have a racial preference. I really don’t. We’re all in this 

boat together. 

 

Q: [01:25:00] But not that—I’m just talking about in your opinion of how— 

 

Salerno: [01:25:02] Which is more important? 

 

Q: [01:25:03] —your experience in life. Which has impacted your life more, the fact that you 

were born white or the fact you were born a man? 

 

Salerno: [01:25:10] Wow. 

 

Q: [01:25:11] Which has had a bigger impact on your experience in the world? 
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Salerno: [01:25:15] Wow. I’m not really sure which has had the bigger impact on how I view the 

world, whether I’m white or male. I don’t know.  

 

Q: [01:25:34] It’s an interesting question. I ask this to almost everybody we speak to, and women 

are really clear, and they say, “Well, being a woman has been a big negative compared to being a 

man, and being white has been this positive.” And some feel that being a woman has outweighed 

being white, [unclear] being white—they’re very, very clear. They think a lot about their gender, 

and I think what’s interesting is that when I ask the same question of men, men—I think 

maleness is a lot like whiteness. You don’t think a lot about it because you’re not impacted 

negatively by it most of the time. 

 

Salerno: [01:26:11] Oh, wow. Yes. 

 

Q: [01:26:12] Where I think that you’re—you think about things that impact you negatively. You 

don’t think about the things that impact you positively so much. So, as sort of a follow-up 

question [unclear], can you think of ways—you say that you don’t think about race, and you say 

that you don’t have a preference—that being white has benefited you during your life? 

 

Salerno: [01:26:33] Benefited me? I’m not— 

 

Q: [01:26:36] Yes, or maybe it hasn’t, but [unclear]. 
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Salerno: [01:26:38] Yes. Just looking back on my life, I’m not sure that being white has 

benefited me. At least, I don’t—looking back on my life, I’m not consciously aware that being 

white has been a benefit or a distraction. I’m sure, having said that, that there is such a thing as 

white privilege or just doors being opened because of the color of my skin and me not even being 

aware of it, or how people treat me because of the color of my skin and not even being aware of 

it. On the other hand, that whole idea of being impacted negatively or positively, either way, it’s 

very interesting, and I think my introverted nature, really, has been—my inability to go up to 

somebody and just say, “How are you doing? How is it going?” or not being so comfortable in 

asking a question, as a kid, as a student, even almost up until college level, being comfortable in 

raising my hand and saying, “Hey, wait, I’m not so sure about this. Can you explain that concept 

one more time?” that impacted me more. In terms of—here’s something that has impacted me. 

I’m not so sure, though, if it has to do with the color of my skin or male or female, but spiritually 

speaking, which to me is one of the biggest drivers of how I respond to things, just in the little 

church that I go to, it’s mostly white, like ninety-something percent white. And it never—I was 

aware of it. I was aware of it, but it didn’t really impact me that much. But just recently, with 

things that have just happened overall in the United States, one thing that has happened is it has 

caused me to be more sensitive to being white. And I’m not even sure that I would label myself 

as an evangelical, but even if I’m leaning in that direction or even—I guess another term might 

be a “fundamentalist,” which I don’t think that I am. But even leaning in that direction, I’m very 

aware. Then, I’m very aware that I'm white. I’m very aware that I’m a male, and I’m very aware, 

most importantly, that I have this strong religious conviction, and I’m so burdened by—I guess 

you could say—now the stereotype that might be out there that, well, if you’re white and you’re 

an evangelical or a fundamentalist-type person, then you must have voted for fill-in-the-blank, 
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and you must have a more conservative or even to the right of conservative kind of view, not just 

politically but socially, I guess, which I don’t. I don’t share that.  

 

Q: [01:30:34] And you feel burdened by it? [Salerno nods, yes] Do you think that your life 

would have been different if you had been born black? 

 

Salerno: [01:30:47] Oh, I’m sure my life would have been different if I had been born black. I’m 

sure my life would have been way different if I would have grown up to be six-foot-five and 

could dunk a basketball or could hit a—or if I had more of a brain, if I was a member of Mensa. 

Yes, I’m sure that my life would have been different, but I can’t tell you how because I'm not 

black. I’m not [unclear]. I’m not a member of Mensa, and I’m not six-foot-five. I don’t know. I 

don’t know hat it’s like to walk into a room—say, when I was younger, I don’t know what it 

would have been like to walk into a room and have a woman turn and look at me in the sense of, 

“Well, at least you’re, like, a semi-interesting person.” I don’t know if that’s sexist to say that. I 

don’t know, but, as a guy, that's why I’m not so sure, being a male or female. I don’t know. I was 

not that socially with it. I didn’t date in high school, and I’m sure part of it was because I was 

physically under the radar. I was much shorter by the time that I got into high school than other 

males at the school, at my school, so what do I know? If I was a woman, if you can’t see the 

person, how do you even know to engage him? I’m not trying to evade your answer. 

 

Q: [01:32:13] No, no, no. These are the answers I'm looking for. You’re answering the 

questions— 
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Salerno: [01:32:17] OK. 

 

Q: [01:32:18] —exactly corr—if there was a correct way to answer the question, this would be it. 

You’re doing—this is—we’re trying to, as I said, understand how you experience and see the 

world. 

 

Salerno: [01:32:28] Sure. OK. 

 

Q: [01:32:34] Do you feel any relationship to history, the history of America and the history—

you seem to be very, very, very sensitive to other people and other people’s suffering, and that 

seems to be something that sort of, like—from what I’ve gotten to know of you over the last 

couple of days. How do you feel—what is your relationship—as we sit here in 2017, I’m a little 

younger than you, but I’m a middle-aged white man like you. Do we have a relationship to 

history and the past and the way this country has treated people who aren’t white, and does that 

relationship give us any kind of an obligation or not? 

 

Salerno: [01:33:19] Wow. As a white person relating to history, I’m sure that I’m relating to the 

history of the United States in ways that—I am making an effort to try to engage and then, in 

many, many unconscious or subconscious ways, too. So, consciously, I’m aware—it would be 

like looking back over sixty-five years of living, and, “Wow, this happened, and this happened, 

and this happened, and this other thing happened.” An example would be that I was very 

engaged, say, politically. I don’t know as a white person, but I was very engaged politically 

during the time of the Vietnam War. I used to write—I had the audacity or the stupidity to write 
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articles. In this town, they had a youth—they called it a “Youth Today” page, so if you were a 

kid you could write stuff and get paid for it. Looking back on it, I’m amazed, the stuff I wrote, in 

terms of the strong opinion that I had and not really caring. Now, I would care, but back then I 

was like, “I don’t really care. This is how I feel, and I feel about this very strongly.” So I had 

strong opinions about what our country was engaging in, in what I thought was immoral 

behavior, which led me to at one point burn my draft card. During that time, I was also aware, 

because I read—I would think, like anybody that read the daily newspaper, and this town had 

one, not just—or watching the news back then, which—back then, it was like three major 

television networks, I mean, my remembrance of it. So reading and watching the news pretty 

much everyday and just absorbing that stuff, after a while it started to dawn on me. Part of—I 

guess, first, it went for me—you know, we’re engaged in a war that—I don’t believe in this. I 

don’t think it’s correct. Then, the second realization came that, “Well, then, look who’s out—

who’s fighting this thing, who’s going over there.” And there were—I don’t know the exact 

percentage, but just what I saw and what I read and what was reported at the time, my 

remembrance of it, you know, there’s an awful lot, a high percentage of minorities and black 

kids that are doing this fighting. And that was coming from a realization that I’m white, and I 

want to go to college, and I have—maybe I have choices that—looking back on it, wondering 

how many of those kids when they—for the main part were drafted, and then some for whatever 

reason signing up, what choices did they think that they had. Sometimes, your actions are 

predicated from a lack of choices.  

 So there was that happening, and then, even before the war, the Civil Rights Movement, I 

guess, from the [19]60s, from Martin Luther King—and I knew about the Freedom Riders. I was 

a kid, but, again, I was still reading. And even at one point, I was a teenager, probably a 
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freshman—well, I would have had to have been a freshman in high school because I remember 

very clearly at the end of the day there was an announcement that one of the nuns made on the 

PA system to the effect, “Kids, go straight home after school.” This was the day of the Detroit—

or the beginning of the Detroit Riots right after Martin Luther King was assassinated. So that 

announcement came over the PA, and then my response was—I worked downtown. I had a very 

part-time job downtown, and not only that, but to get home I had to walk through downtown. It’s 

not like I had a choice. What was I going to do? I’m thinking, “OK,” so it made me nervous. I 

was nervous when school let out. So I’m walking downtown, didn’t see anything, went into 

work, still a little nervous, but didn’t think anything about it.  

 But shortly after I came into work, a kid from the major public high school in town, 

which was not too far from downtown, came running, pushed the door open, came running in, 

and then yelled at the store manager, “Lock this door. They’re after me.” She immediately didn’t 

even question him. She went to the door, locked it just in time, and there were kids pounding on 

the door, trying to get at this kid. The kids that were trying to get in were black. The kid that had 

yelled, “Lock this door. They’re after me,” he was white. When that happened, what I remember 

feeling was just fear. I had been a little apprehensive anyway walking from school to downtown. 

“Oh, I wonder if anything is going to happen.” And then, when the guy said what he said, it was 

like, “Whoa.” Then, my anxiety level went up, so I was responding out of the situation out of 

fear. Somebody could get hurt. And, as best as I could remember, that was the extent of it. There 

wasn’t any—much more to it than that. It was a real gut-level, visceral thing, which—I imagine 

it probably prompts a lot of behavior in people, and sometimes they’re aware of it, and 

sometimes they’re not. Just to be able to say, “I don’t know what’s going on,” or, “I’m afraid,” 

or, “I’m afraid of you.”  
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Q: [01:40:30] When you talk about your identity and say that being a male is not that important 

to you, being white is not that important to you, that your introverted nature is sort of—when you 

think about the hierarchy of your identity, that’s sort of at the top. That sort of is the thing that 

defines most of your experience of the world, this feeling of being introverted and uncomfortable 

in social situations. So I guess the question I would have, then, is, if they’re not that important to 

you, how attached are you to your whiteness? Would you—let me ask—if there was a—when 

you’re leaving here, there are two doors. One door, if you walk through, you emerge just as you 

are, a sixty-five-year-old white man, and another door, if you walk through it, there’s a fifty-fifty 

chance that you’ll come out as a black man and fifty as a white man. Would you choose to walk 

through which door? Would you make a conscious choice? Would you choose one or the other 

and why or why not? 

 

Salerno: [01:41:43] [laughs] I’m not sure. I mean, part of it, the choice of—if I had a choice 

between walking through a door that said “Whites Only”? 

 

Q: [01:41:54] No, not that said “Whites Only” but that would—you would remain as you are. If 

you walked through the other door, there’s a fifty-fifty chance that you would emerge as— 

 

Salerno: [01:42:02] That I would be somebody— 

 

Q: [01:42:03] —a black man. 
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Salerno: [01:42:04] Oh, OK. OK, if the— 

 

Q: [01:42:09] But it’s not guaranteed. It’s just—there’s a chance. 

 

Salerno: [01:42:13] But the other one is a sure thing. 

 

Q: [01:42:14] The other one is a sure thing. You stay white. 

 

Salerno: [01:42:17] [laughs] I’m not much of a gambler. OK, if the situation were that I had a 

choice to walk through a door and I could stay who I am or go through this other door, and 

maybe I’m not going to be who I am—maybe I’ll be a different skin color, or maybe I won’t 

even be a guy anymore. I’ll be something different, right? I’m not sure that that choice even 

makes sense to me because the fact of the matter is—it just dawned on me that that choice has 

already been made. I mean, if I’m understanding this, I’m white. I’m a guy. I can’t—at this point 

in my life, I can’t change, pretty much. I can’t change that, so the other situation where, “OK, 

you can walk through this other door, and maybe—who knows what’s going to happen to you,” 

my immediate or gut response to that is, “I think I’m going to stick with what I know based on 

what I’ve been.” I’m not two years old. I’m not as flex—not that I ever was, but I’m not that 

flexible, so maybe my own uptightness enters into the equation. And it’s like, “Whoa, I don’t 

know.”  

 I remember somebody—I was working in a hospital, and this was after I finished college, 

so I’m, like, twenty-three, twenty-two, something like that. I was in the emergency room, and it 

was a slow day, so the doctor—what I remember is he brought up the conversation of life, and 
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then he starts talking about dating. Evidently, he saw himself as being, say, like a ladies’—what 

you call a ladies’ man, OK, which I—I mean, look. I’m not. That’s just the way it is. [laughs] 

I’m white, and I’m not a ladies’ man. I’m five-foot-one. So he’s talking about this stuff, and then 

he said, “So can you relate to that, Dan?” And I said, “No.” Maybe that’s, like, a 1980s way of 

saying, “Can you relate to being a guy? Come on. You know. You’re a guy. You’re supposed to 

enjoy being a guy or something.” I don’t know. I said, “No, I can’t,” and then he laughed, and he 

said, “You mean if I gave you a choice that you could—today, after work, you could meet a 

really good-looking woman, you wouldn’t want to do that?” And I remember saying to him, 

“Well, if I had a choice between a woman either—” and the door was like, “OK, you can have 

some kind of a physical experience, whatever that would be, or you can sit down and talk and 

have a conversation,” I remember saying to him, “You know, what I’d rather do is just sit down 

and talk to the person.” And he just laughed. It was outside of his—I don’t know why he 

laughed. It could have been, looking back on it, that he thought, “Boy, you’re just a stupid idiot, 

or you just never have had this sort of experience. You don’t even know what you’re talking 

about, so your answer is not valid.” I don’t know, but I remember that. You know, it’s like—no, 

I’d rather talk to the person.  

 So the whole thing about—to a certain extent, the male thing, it must not have been too 

high. Not having dated in high school, in the last week of high school feeling pretty good that I 

had never dated, a girl in back of me had been kind of nudging me during the class that we had 

together, and it got to the point where I turned around, and I asked her to stop it. And then, she 

said something like, “Well, I will if you’ll go out on a date with me,” and I said, “No.” And then, 

she said, “If you don’t go out on a date, I’m going to go—I know where you live, and I’m going 

to go to your house with my car,” her car, “and honk on the horn.” I got so frightened because I 
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thought, “How is my dad going to react? He’s going to flip out.” So I said, “Please don’t do that. 

OK.” And that’s how I had my first date. You know, it was kind of like a threat, and I wasn’t the 

one doing the—what do you call it—initiating, which is—I guess the male of the species is 

supposed to be like—whatever. I don’t get it, truthfully, but evidently they’re supposed to be 

able to, “Will you go out on a date?” or something. Well, I just never did that. It just— 

 

Q: [01:47:35] Just a couple more questions. How has the experience been of participating in this 

project? What initially attracted you to this project? Why did you get involved, and how has the 

experience been for you? 

 

Salerno: [01:47:58] Wow. What motivated me or what was the—what motivated— 

 

Q: [01:48:04] What was the motivation for you to get involved in the project, and then how has 

the experience been? 

 

Salerno: [01:48:07] The motivation for getting involved in the project was that I really do like to 

speak my mind. I do have opinions. I don’t always express them, but I do have them, and I think 

they’re valid. So when the opportunity came up, I saw it as, “OK, I’m going to step up, and I’ll 

see this as an opportunity just to speak my mind.” So I saw it—I saw this engagement as an 

opportunity to speak my mind.  
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Q: [01:48:47] And how has the experience been for you participating in the project? Has it been 

interesting, nerve-wracking, mind-opening, silly? How has the—both doing the surveys and 

doing the interview?  

 

Salerno: [01:49:04] The experience of actually being involved in the project, the initial survey, 

honestly, I don’t remember it. I really don’t. I know there were a bunch of questions. I told you 

I’m not a really deep person, so I just—I really didn’t retain a whole lot of that process. We had 

an opportunity to speak with the group a couple of days ago, so that actually was fun, because I 

wasn’t being filmed. I mean, there was no cameraperson here. I was just sitting here, talking with 

a couple of guys at Starbucks, so that was—there is a part of me that really is very much 

interested in what other people think. So that was just really interesting. It’s not very often that 

somebody from the East Coast sends out a survey targeted to Battle—I mean, my understanding 

of it—targeted partially to Battle Creek, Michigan. It’s like, “Holy—I mean, wow,” so it was 

interesting. It kind of piqued my interest.  

 And then the experience itself, initially, when I sat down today—actually, I was aware of 

it when I walked in the door before coming into this studio. I began to get nervous because I’ve 

been interviewed before by reporters, newspeople, which is really—it’s not in-depth like this. It’s 

really—it’s a very controlled kind of thing, and it was for one specific—usually having to do 

with, “What do you think about hunger? What’s the state of hunger now?” And I was—I had the 

facts. I had the experience, and I knew pretty much—I was familiar with it. After the first 

interview, anyway, I was familiar with it. It was fine. But this was very unknown. I didn’t know 

really what questions were going to be asked or how the process would go, and part of me was 

thinking, “Hey, you know, Dan, you could be made to look like a fool. I mean, they could edit 
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you out somehow to have you come across very different than what you might be.” So then, 

there’s an element of trust that has to be there, but— 

 

Q: [01:51:25] [unclear] is that when you go forward in this process, the one thing that’s really 

important to us is that element of trust. And if, for any reason, you come out of it and don’t feel 

that, then you should not, you know, approve the transcript. 

 

Salerno: [01:51:38] Yes. 

 

Q: [01:51:39] We’re not interested in making anybody look like a fool. That’s not our agenda. If 

you don’t feel comfortable, then you should really feel comfortable not participating any further. 

 

Salerno: [01:51:52] Yes. Well, I don’t—I’m not uncomfortable now. I’m just saying initially 

there was the stuff to work through. Now, it’s fine. The difficult part, though, is that some of the 

questions are so thoughtful, are so thought provoking, and are so specific. There’s a lot of very—

I would call it intellectual ambiguity or even intellectual illiteracy happening now—well, I would 

say in the United States or my experience. And some of it, you let it go by. Does it really matter? 

Some of it, I’m appalled by it, but I’m aware of that. So I guess that kind of heightened my self-

consciousness, which is there anyway, to want to be able to be as honest as I can, and then, if I 

don’t know, to say, “Man, there’s a lot that I don’t know,” because these questions are the 

opposite of that. They’re really on-the-money or on-the-mark kind of questions, so much so that 

it makes me want to be able to do a good job in answering them. But also, at the same time, it’s 

like, “Crap, I can’t answer that.” You’re asking me—you know, the questions, especially the—I 
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knew I wanted to be part of the process, or I wouldn’t have been here, right? But then, the 

flipside is like, yes, when you really sit down and you think about it, wow, you’re asking me 

some pretty deep—this process involves some pretty deep stuff, and a lot of—can I just say this? 

 Some of the stuff, especially what is my experience being white, well, in the United 

States—I’m not sure about the rest of the world, but in the United States some of it comes down 

to racism. How do you handle racism or that part of the black-white or black-white-brown or 

black-white-brown-yellow? It’s race, so how do you deal with the ism part of it? And that’s 

really hard, and it’s very, very—it can be very, very painful, and a lot of that pain can be hidden 

and can be under the surface. And it’s almost like—I had said earlier that my spiritual side—I 

really try to make an effort to pay attention to that. So in a certain sense, in a way, with racism 

it’s like—you could really make a point and say, “You know, if racism is a sin,” if that’s the 

premise, “if racism is a sin spiritually speaking, if it’s not addressed, it festers, and it doesn’t get 

taken care of.” I’m sixty-five years old, and that, to me, is like—wow. As painful as that could 

be, as painful as that process could be, I want to face—I’m going to be dead soon. I mean, not to 

be morbid, but I’m going to be gone from this earth pretty soon, right? Before I leave, I want to 

address that. I want to be as open and as free a person as I can, and part of that involves what 

does it mean to be white, and part of it involves what does it mean to be a racist, and part of it 

involves what does it mean to be a short male Sicilian German. That’s part of being human, so I 

want to address it. I’m going to be dead anyway. I want to address it before I leave.  

 

Q: [01:56:06] That’s an incredibly nice thought. That’s a really nice thought. The last question I 

have—the last two questions I have are, one, do you think that a conversation on whiteness 



  Salerno – Session 1 – 35 
 

would benefit Battle Creek, and is Battle Creek, do you think, prepared to have that 

conversation?  

 

Salerno: [01:56:30] I’m not sure if Battle Creek, the community of Battle Creek, is ready or not 

ready to engage and have a conversation about race or what does it mean to be white. Having 

said that, I haven’t lived in Battle Creek for at least thirty years, so I don’t even—I don’t know 

that I’m qualified. I don’t know. I do come back and forth every once in a while to Battle Creek, 

but in terms of where is the city now, in terms of racial issues or being—how does Battle Creek 

handle its whiteness, I don’t know. There were times growing up or as an adult, even, or even in 

the work that I did at the food bank where I could see—for instance, I said earlier, for example, 

that part of my job was to make sure that the people who got the food from us through the 

agencies, the nonprofit organizations, the shelters, the missions, the soup kitchens, the pantries 

that gave food away did it in an equitable way and did it in a respectful way. There were times 

when things would come up, when conversations would come up having to do with, I guess you 

could say, the “worthiness” of a person. Say they’ve got a really nice car. “Their car is better 

than mine. Why are they here getting food?” And the way that I handled those conversations 

would be, “They’re here because they need it, and we’re not here to judge them, so we make 

sure—our job is to make sure that they get the food and that they’re treated with respect.” That 

was the bottom line of it. 

 

Q: [01:58:41] Is there anything that we didn’t talk about, that I didn’t ask about, that you think is 

important to mention? 
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Salerno: [01:58:49] I just thought of—yes, I just thought of one thing. To me—sorry—to me, 

this is—I’m a little nervous, because this is really personal to me, that I can look back on my life, 

and oftentimes I either did or didn’t do things because of fear, sometimes even more so, I mean, 

consciously even more so than whatever my color happened to be or whether I was a male or a 

female. Oftentimes, it was fear. I wouldn’t go up to someone because I was afraid or 

apprehensive. I didn’t apply for a certain job because I was afraid or apprehensive. I didn’t 

pursue something because I was—fill in the bank, because I was apprehensive or fearful. So, to 

me, it is surprising, although it probably shouldn’t be at the age that I am, to look at my life and 

see it sometimes in terms of, “Dan, what were you—” at the end of the day, what was I afraid of 

doing or not doing, and how did fear enter into the equation. That was enormous, and therefore, 

at the same time—I mean, that’s really personal and specific to me, but then, at the same time, I 

figure I’m human, the last time I checked. I’m a human being, so if I feel that way I just wonder 

if every person’s story at certain points is flavored by that, and it’s just a matter of degree.  

 And the last—I remember as a kid, in the wintertime, sometimes, when the weather was 

really cold we had a nickel to take the bus home instead of walking all the way. I remember one 

time it was pretty cold, wintertime. I paid my nickel and got on the bus, and I sat down, and I 

remember the bus driver. That guy was so friendly, “Hi,” you know, to people who got on the 

bus. “Hi, how’s it going?” So I don’t know if that set it up that, “Hey, this is a friendly bus,” or 

that day my anxiety level was down, but I remember sitting down, and the thought that came to 

me as I’m going toward the back of the bus—so I had a chance to see the folks that were on the 

bus, and there were a lot of people, because this was the equivalent of after-school rush hour. 

Kids that were taking a bus were going home. I remember thinking, “Everybody on this bus has 



  Salerno – Session 1 – 37 
 

got a story.” Where that thought came from I have no idea, but it’s like, “Wow.” It was like this 

revelation almost, like, “Everybody on this bus has got a story,” and that was it.  

 

Q: [02:01:57] Thank you so much for coming and speaking to us. It was really wonderful to hear 

you, and you’re so open and honest, and that’s really a privilege for us to hear, so I really 

appreciate [unclear]. 

 

Salerno: [02:02:10] Yes, sure. Thanks. 

 

Q: [02:02:12] I’m glad that you also worked with our scheduling mishaps, and we finally made 

it. What we’re going to do now is take a few stills of you, so you just need to sit in the same 

position and look [unclear]. 

 

Salerno: [02:02:23] Sure. [pause]  

 

Q: [02:02:43] And give me a little smile. 

 

Salerno: [02:02:44] A what? 

 

Q: [02:02:45] A little smile. 

 

Salerno: [02:02:46] Oh. [laughs] 
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Q: [02:02:47] You’re a very friendly, smiley guy, so [unclear] smile. This is the hardest part of 

the whole project, just to look at the camera and smile. OK. 

 

Crew: [02:03:12] Great. Thank you so much.  

 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 


