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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Duncan Philp 

conducted by [Interviewer Full Name] on [Month Day, Year]. This interview is part of the Study 

on White People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 
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Q: [Unclear] So first of all, can you tell me your name, where you’re from, and just a little about 

yourself? 

 

Philp: [01:00:16] My name is Duncan Philp. I live in Carpenter, Wyoming, southeast corner of 

the state. Currently retired, unemployed. Suffer from a variety of diseases, disabilities. A local 

political activist – I get  involved in the First [Amendment to the United States Constitution] and 

Second Amendment [to the United States Constitution] issues. And politically, I’m a libertarian. 

 

Q: And what are some of the things that animate your political activism? 

 

Philp: [01:00:47] What have I done in the past? 

 

Q: Yes, what are the things that really—that you really focus on and why? 

 

Philp: [01:00:53] Well, recently, I attended a gun rally downtown. I feel the Second Amendment 

is very important. In the past I’ve dealt with free speech issues. And I’ve been on both sides of 

the fence defending the rights of individuals to speak freely. And whatever their position is, I’ve 

worked in the past to defend the First Amendment. Recently I—I do have a problem with so-

called authority figures, people who work for the federal government or any kind of government 

ATC Session #1  

Interviewee:  Duncan Philp Location: Cheyenne, WY 

Interviewer: Full Name Date: Month Date, Year 



  Philp – 1 – 4 
 

agency, be it city, county, state. These people seem to be under the illusion that they’re authority 

figures. And they’re supposed to be public servants. And I don’t like being treated like a second-

class citizen or like I’m some sort of ignoramus. And it trips my trigger when these government 

employees will talk down to me or others and lie about what they’re doing or what they’re 

purporting to be doing. And it can get ugly. 

 

Q: And you talked—you said that the Second Amendment is important to you. What is it that’s 

so important to you about the Second Amendment? Why is that such an important right that 

you—that that’s something that you work towards to protect? 

 

Philp: [01:02:21] I’m not real sure why. I was just raised around guns. My father was a life 

member of the NRA [National Rifle Association]. I’ve had a rifle in my hand since I was six 

years old. To me, it’s like—that’s my right. Don’t take it away from me. Who are you to tell me 

what I can and can’t own? If you have an individual or a group that says, “You don’t need that 

gun,” who are you to decide what I need and don’t need? I mean, as far as I’m concerned, we’re 

on an equal plane. You’re no better than me, and you’re no worse than me. You’re not going to 

tell me what I can and can’t own. If you’re suggesting that I can’t be trusted with a handgun, you 

don’t even know me. I can’t trust you. 

 

And that’s kind of my position. It’s really none of your business. Mind your own business. I’m 

not doing anything with my guns. I don’t need Hillary Clinton telling me what I can and can’t 

own. And I definitely don’t trust the woman or any of that—lately I use the term just in reference 

to all of them, be they communists, Marxists, socialists, or Democrats. To me these people are 
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left-wing fascists. They want control. They want something I own. It’s like, why? I’m not doing 

anything to you people. I think that’s kind of what it boils down to is just power and control. I 

want control over my life. I don’t want you people controlling my life, and my actions, and what 

I own. 

 

Q: And—sorry, your dog’s behind the white screen [unclear] [laughs].   

 

Philp: [01:04:03] He’s right here. 

 

Q: There we go. 

 

Philp: [01:04:07] Oh, is he on TV? Oh. 

 

Q: He was just behind the backdrop and started to move. 

 

Philp: [01:04:13] Well, you can interview him if [laughs]— 

 

Q: So can you tell me a little about your childhood, where you grew up, what it was like? Did 

you grow up in a rural neighborhood? A city? What was the world that you grew up in? What 

was it like? 

 

Philp: [01:04:28:05:] I was actually born in Palo Alto, California. My father was in the [United 

States] Navy. He was an aircraft machinist mate. He was working out at Moffett [Federal] 
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Airfield. And when he finished his four years in the Navy, we returned to Colorado. Father grew 

up near Hereford, Colorado, which is in the northeast corner of the state. His grandfather had a 

homestead there in 1909. He wanted to go to school at Colorado State [University] in Ft. Collins, 

[Colorado]. And my grandfather had a heart condition. And we went—the family, just three of 

us—went back to the original homestead to help my grandfather out. And then when he 

recovered, dad went back to Ft. Collins, majored in mechanical engineering at Colorado State. 

And he graduated in ’64. 

 

When he graduated, we moved to Los Angeles. So as a child I grew up in East Hollywood, [Los 

Angeles, California], East LA [Los Angeles, California] during the time of the Watts, [Los 

Angeles] riots. I was living there as a kid while that happened. And I remember driving through 

Compton, [Los Angeles] and Watts. Dad just wanted to see the aftermath. And it kind of looked 

like Beirut, [Lebanon]. You know, just—as a kid, I didn’t know the background or understand 

what was going on. But I think it developed dad’s attitudes towards black people. And it was 

negative. Watts looked like a war zone when they got through with it. But at the time—I don’t 

think dad knew it, but the cops—the white cops had beaten the hell out of a black guy. And I 

guess those folks had taken about all they could handle. And they retaliated. And of course, 

thirty years later they did the same thing to Rodney King. I think the LA riots were a lot more 

intense. 

 

I don’t know if I—I think to a degree that that kind of—that level of violence has had an effect 

on how blacks have been—are being treated today. But things are a lot differently now than they 

were back in the ’60s. But that kind of conditioned my attitude, I think, towards blacks. We 
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were—we lived there for about three years. And then we moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Which is 

—dad is moving up in his profession. You’d say we were middle class at this point. Spent three 

years in Cedar Rapids, short time in Emporia, Kansas. And then we moved back to Denver, 

[Colorado]. And I attended high school in Lakewood, Colorado. Green Mountain [High School], 

which is not far from the infamous Columbine High School. 

 

I would think at that stage of my life, you’d say we’re middle class, the upper strata of middle 

class; dad still working as a mechanical engineer. I left home when I was seventeen, ran away 

and joined the [United States] Coast Guard. Spent four years in the coast guard, did eighteen 

months in Alaska. And then I was transferred back to California. I was stationed in Newport 

Beach, [California] or Corona del Mar [Newport Beach, California]. So they’re part of Orange 

County, [California]. So California wasn’t new to me. I can’t stand the place. There’s too many 

people, too many laws. And it’s even worse now than it was, I think, forty years ago. 

 

But when I got out of the Coast Guard in 1980, I returned back to Ft. Collins. And just bounced 

around without any kind of goal or objective, working labor jobs. For a while I was a 

construction worker. I had bounced around from Colorado to Wyoming, New Mexico. For a time 

I was out in Santa Barbara, [California] near Gaviota, [California] or Buellton, [California] up in 

central California. Back to Ft. Collins. 

 

And over the years, Ft. Collins’s dynamics of the government, politics, and the kind of people 

that life in Ft. Collins has changed dramatically. It’s gone way left of center. And I had left Ft. 

Collins in about 1995. In 1992, I had contracted cancer. And I had to undergo two surgeries. And 
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it put me out of commission for about a year. I was unable to work. And in ’93, I decided I’ll go 

to university. Even though I was a high school dropout, I picked up a GED [General Equivalency 

Diploma] while I was in the service. And I was admitted to Colorado State. 

 

And I spent about six and a half years there. I got a BA [Bachelor of the Arts] in political 

science, minor in history, a certificate in criminal justice. Even prior to going to school, I had run 

a police watchdog group in Ft. Collins, which in the long run would get me in a lot of riff with 

the law enforcement, including the FBI [Federal Bureau of Investigation]. The FBI’s sole 

function, it seems, is to destroy any form of political dissent, be it left or right. Doesn’t really 

seem to matter. They’re more focused on the right. They lump libertarians in with the right. And 

my beef has been with groups like the Anti-Defamation League and the Southern Poverty Law 

Center lying about me and other people like me by claiming that we’re racist anti-Semites. I’m 

neither. Being a libertarian, those two things are in direct conflict with libertarian principles and 

philosophies of basically just wanting to be left alone. 

 

But I don’t see other human beings as being any better or any worse than me. Not based on the 

color of their skin. I just take people on one-on-one as individuals. And I try and eliminate any of 

my past encounters or what I believe. I support Taylor Haynes for governor. He’s a black guy. 

Taylor, very intelligent guy. I’m very impressed with the guy. But he’s a constitutionalist. And 

he want—like me, he wants less government and more independence. And over the years, I’ve 

had a lot of interaction with minorities in the libertarian movement. I’ve noticed that a lot of 

libertarians are Jewish. Most of them atheist. But you get a mix of people from different ethnic 

backgrounds. But yes, I would admit that most libertarians are white guys. But you’ll run into a 
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black libertarian every now and again. And you just accept people on an individual basis, 

because people do think differently. You can’t lump everybody into one category. Because it just 

doesn’t work. 

 

When I got out of Colorado State, I became involved with a group called the Tyranny Response 

Team, which is mostly focused on Second Amendment issues. And I was on their board of 

directors for about two years. Our focus was the Million Mom March, Hillary Clinton, gun 

control. Basically it was just a street protest organization where we would wear a shirt that said 

Tyranny Response Team, parody off of FBI shirts. Navy blue with bright yellow letters. It 

showed a solidarity, and it showed that we had numbers. And we’d just go to these public events 

held by gun control advocates and disrupt their meetings. And it was pretty effective. 

 

And we had no compunctions against protesting the NRA and their compromise of our Second 

Amendment rights or protesting phony Republicans or what they call now RINOs [Republicans 

in name only], who would compromise away our rights after Columbine. The governor 

Colorado, Bill Owens, was all too ready to compromise our rights away. And Tom Mauser was 

the poster child of the decade for handgun controlling, because he had a lost a child in 

Columbine. And we would take on Tom Mauser. None of these guys were taboo. It’s like, I’m 

sorry you lost your son at Columbine. But, gee, I didn’t do it. We didn’t have anything to do with 

it. 

 

In 1998, while I was attending CSU, I discovered I had type 2 diabetes. And then in ’99, I had 

two heart attacks like a day apart. And they had to put stents in my heart. Somehow I managed to 
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graduate from Colorado State. And then I joined this Tyranny Response Team and went to bat 

for— 

 

Q: Say it again? It’s Terry Response Team? 

 

Philp: [01:13:48] Tyranny, yes. 

 

Q: Oh, Tyranny Response Team. 

 

Philp: [01:13:50] Tyranny Response Team. Sorry, I have a hard time with speech sometimes. As 

far as my health goes, in 2004 I underwent a stomach surgery. In—I’m kind of getting off topic, 

so you may have to edit. In 2012, I had a stroke. It was pretty severe. Put me out of commission 

for quite a while. And then in 2014, I had a blood infection. And it’s had an impact on my brain 

function. And a lot of times I will have a hard time talking. Sometimes I end up talking at a 

whisper, and people can’t hear me. Or I may slur my speech. And it’s become a problem. 

 

After the stroke I haven’t been quite as politically active as I used to here in the state of 

Wyoming. I took on the state revenue collector at a gun show where I was promoting our 

Tyranny Response Team. I wasn’t selling anything. He was there to collect revenue from people 

selling product. And it could be Uncle Joe selling his gun collection, and that doesn’t apply to 

state law. And this bogus revenue agent was trying to convince us that we need to collect 

revenue. In essence, he was saying that if you have a garage sale, you must collect sales tax 
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revenue. And the guy was full of shit. And it made front page news in the Casper, [Wyoming] 

paper three times in a two-week span. And I got a pretty fair shake from the Casper Star-Tribune. 

 

And the governor back then was actually a Democrat, Freudenthal. And he supported—I think he 

supports gun rights. And I think certain people at the Wyoming revenue department got their 

butts chewed out by the governor. We committed that action and then during the time this fellow 

[Terry] Jones was burning Qurans in Florida, I noticed that [Barack] Obama had sent the FBI to 

instruct this fellow that he couldn’t do that. And I felt like they were having a chilling effect on 

his right to free speech. And although I may not support Jones’s religion, I support his right. 

 

I mean, the Supreme Court [of the United States] had already decided many years ago back in 

the ’80s that it was okay for a communist to burn a flag at the Texas State Capitol. And I support 

that right. That was that guy’s right. He’s got a right to be communist. He just hasn’t got a right 

to run the government and have government put his communism—or shove his beliefs down my 

throat. That’s where I draw the line. And I drew that line with Obama. And we were committed 

to burning a Holy Quran on the capitol steps. And I had to work it out with the highway patrol 

where they—I wasn’t allowed to burn anything on state property in front of the governor’s 

office. And so I worked it out so that we would smear bacon grease on the book. And we placed 

it in a thing we called the Quran can. It was just a trash can. 

 

And one Muslim, local Muslim cleric showed up in opposition. I think he’s an instructor at 

Elterposee [phonetic]. He teaches Eastern religion, philosophy. Didn’t have a problem with 

Salim [phonetic]. He had his preconceived notions about me and found out that what he thought 
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was not true. And whatever I may have thought about his religion was not true. And I told him, I 

said, “I have no animosity for you.” I said, “We’re just here defending the First Amendment 

from Barack Obama. That if it’s okay to burn a flag and it’s okay to burn a bible, surely you 

leftists shouldn’t have a problem with me burning a Holy Quran.” 

 

And I didn’t see the Muslims riot. A guy posing as a rabbi from the local synagogue, Bloomberg 

[phonetic], showed up. And he was crying. And I thought he was going to do the stereotypical 

Jewish thing of ripping apart his clothes and crying to the god. And I told him, I said, “We’re not 

going to burn the Quran. We’re going to put bacon grease on it.” I said, “But whatever I do here 

means nothing.” I said, “Because there’s going to be other people out there burning this thing, 

whether you like it or not. And you’re not going to stop them.” And you go to YouTube now and 

just Google “Quran burn.” And you can see all these people exercising their right to free speech, 

because they were so incensed by Obama’s one-sided way of operating. 

 

And come to find out later that Bloomberg is, in fact, not a rabbi at all. He lied. And I don’t—to 

me, he’s the kind of guy that gives all Jews a bad name. But I don’t blame the entire synagogue; 

I doubt [the synagogue] supported what he did. Another fellow showed up with him that’s the 

president of the synagogue, a guy named Marv Wolf [phonetic], who also owns a gun store here 

in town. And Marv had explicitly stated, “I support your right to free speech. So he had a 

different attitude and take on what we were doing.” 

 

Q: [Unclear] The dog’s chewing a bottle. [Unclear] put the leash on and just hold him? 

 



  Philp – 1 – 13 
 

M1: Yes, okay. Come here. You don’t want to put this on, I know. I know; you’re trying not to 

put it on. 

 

Q: The leash is right behind you, Connor. [phonetic] 

 

M1: Yes, I know, but we’ve got to get the collar on first. 

 

Q: It’s right here. It’s right here. [Unclear] water bottle, Kleenex. [Unclear] with dogs. 

 

M1: Some dogs, you know. It’s just a personality difference.  

 

Q: [Unclear]. I want to go back to something a little earlier in your narrative about your 

childhood in LA and how these riots formed your view of race and seeing that thing. Can you 

talk a little bit more about that? What did you see? How did your dad respond to it? How did—

you said those kind of made you—gave you some foundational beliefs. Can you talk a little 

about it? 

 

Philp: [01:20:27] Just recalling the television images were exciting. I was seven, eight years old. 

It was scary to see. I didn’t necessarily fear for my life. My father did. He broke out the shotgun 

and put it next to the door. You know, “The first sumbitch goes through this door, I’m going to 

blow him away.” But he didn’t go out. I mean, nobody went out and committed any aggressive 

act. We just sort of watched the thing unfold. I can remember vividly the television shots where 
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the helicopters were flying over with video camera. I can imagine those things probably weighed 

a ton back then. They were showing the rioting, the looting. 

 

The one thing that never left my mind was these two black guys breaking into a furniture store 

and stealing a couch. And the couch is pretty big. And they managed to get about two blocks 

down the road. And they just sat the couch down and then laid down on it. I think they just left 

the thing there. And back then I think the media probably tended to be more right of center. I 

don’t think they—they didn’t seem to delve into why these people were rioting. And when I 

found out later, it’s like, yes, I think they’re kind of justified in what they were doing. If you’re 

beating the crap out of some defenseless black guy just because he’s a black guy, then I can’t 

really blame them for doing it. 

 

And I can’t really blame these—there’s all these shootings of blacks by cops where these blacks 

are unarmed. They’re not committing any violent acts. Just the cop thought the cell phone was a 

gun. I think there was a recent situation where the cop shot this black guy in the back eleven 

times. Well, [if] the guy’s retreating, how is that a threat to you? And I don’t really support 

Black Lives Matter. I can’t. I mean, I’m not going to—I can’t support walking up behind a cop 

and just blowing his brains out. Because, frankly, you’re no better than the cop who blows away 

the black guy because you thought his cell phone was a gun or whatever [the] excuse is. 

 

But once again, I think you’ve got to take each case on an individual basis. Like, what Brown 

[phonetic] did in Florida was wrong. He deserved to get blown away, because he was beating the 

crap out of this guy and tried to kill him. But I don’t blame these guys, these black guys, for 



  Philp – 1 – 15 
 

rising up and saying, “I’ve had enough. You’re shooting innocent blacks. That’s not right.” And 

I kind of—I’ve got to look at it from both sides. Sometimes I agree with them, and sometimes I 

don’t. It’s just not—it’s not cut and dry. It never is. 

 

Q: Do you remember the first time you became aware of your own race and started thinking of 

yourself as a white person? 

 

Philp: [01:23:25] Not really. As I was growing up, Dad would talk about our heritage. And my 

aunt, my dad’s younger sister, has done a lot of genealogical research on the family. And I know 

that the Philp name—our family came from Falmouth, [England], a little town near Falmouth in 

Cornwall, England called Mylor. And they came here in 1825. They came by way of Canada, 

two brothers. One stayed in Canada. The other one just went down the Ohio River until he ended 

up in southern Illinois. And it was my great-grandfather that left southern Illinois. He ended up 

in Denver. I’m a history buff, and genealogy has always been an interest, especially my own 

family. At a younger age, you think, well, my ancestors are European. But when you get into the 

history—you go over to Ireland and you ask some Irishman, “Are you a European, ”he’s going to 

tell you no. 

 

I’ve learned a lot over the years doing research and reading. I never thought of myself as white. I 

never thought of myself as being superior because I’m white. And when I was going to Colorado 

State, I would argue with these black students. They would walk over to me on the plaza in front 

of the student center. And they’d say, “You have white privilege.” It’s like, well, I didn’t start 

school until I was thirty-four. And I got out when I was forty-one. And I would explain, I said, 
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“I’m having to do student loans.” I said, “You’re the guy they’re giving money to for free. You 

don’t have student loans. And you’re going to school here for free based on the color of your 

skin. So who’s more privileged, me or you?” 

 

And I don’t suffer from white guilt. I didn’t own slaves. I wasn’t around when it happened. Dad 

didn’t own slaves; Granddad didn’t own slaves. And since I am into history and my own 

genealogy, I’m real familiar with my great-great-grandfathers who both fought for the Union and 

helped free the slaves. And they didn’t own slaves, obviously. One of them was in the 76th New 

York Infantry. He was injured at the Battle of Gainesville in Maryland. His name was Albert 

Peck [phonetic]. He moved to Denver in the 1880s. He’s buried in Fairmount Cemetery in 

Denver. He was crippled for the rest of his life. He underwent surgery with a group they called 

the Iron Brigade, which were a group of surgeons consisting of Confederate and Union doctors. 

And I use the term loosely. These guys did not go to—they didn’t have medical schools back 

then. They were apprenticed into their trade. And they were really nothing more than butchers. 

 

They removed the bullet from his hip. And he was crippled. He couldn’t walk. He was basically 

paralyzed from the waist down. And I’m asking myself, do I really owe you black folks 

anything? I don’t think so. You look at it from my point of view, maybe you guys owe me and 

my family reparations. But I’m willing to let it go, bygones be bygones. I mean, it’s ancient 

history. Slavery wasn’t invented in the United States. Slavery can find its roots in Africa. You’ve 

got to read a history book. You’ve got to crack a history book. You don’t necessarily have to go 

to college. Having a BA in poli sci and history doesn’t really mean anything, especially if you’re 

thinking you’re going to make a lot of money with that kind of a degree. 
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I’ve changed my views over the years, reading, and studying, and listening to people, and doing 

a lot of research. I don’t—I don’t think of whiteness. It’s like, I’m a white guy. And I would 

agree that there is a—with the existing court system, judicial system, a lot of times blacks are 

treated differently. I mean, the black population percentage-wise has a higher number of people 

in prison than does the white population. And is that based on black or white, or is that based on 

their social status in the country? Because if you’ve got a lawyer, if you paid a lawyer, I 

guarantee you’re going to get a plea bargain down to a much lesser charge. But these guys get 

caught up in the system. And the government is really down on—recently really down on heroin, 

meth. And these guys are—that’s how a lot of them make their money, selling meth or cooking 

it. 

 

Q: Have you gotten any—do you think you’ve gotten any benefits from being white? 

 

Philp: [01:28:33] No, no. Because I’m unemployed. 

 

Q: And do you think that you—there’s any drawbacks to being white in this country? 

 

Philp: [01:26:42] I think there’s a drawback to being a white, male, heterosexual with an attitude 

problem that voices his opinion in public. And people don’t want to hear it. I just—sorry, I don’t 

suffer from white guilt. You can’t blame me for the Holocaust. I wasn’t there. My family did not 

support Adolf Hitler. Most of them supported [Franklin Delano] Roosevelt. My great-

grandfather was what they call a Silver Democrat. He supported William Jennings Bryan. He 
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might have been—back then he would have been called a progressive Democrat. Things change. 

There’s a lot of history on that. Progressive Democrat in 1900 ain’t the same thing as a 

progressive Democrat of 2010. Just not the same thing. But I— 

 

Q: But what would a white person have to feel guilty about? 

 

Philp: [01:29:37] Nothing. Who founded the Ku Klux Klan? The Democrats. I don’t. 

 

Q: Wait, you just conflated Democrats with [unclear]— 

 

Philp: [01:29:46] Oh, I’m sorry. I’m picking on the Dem— 

 

Q: I know you’re picking on Democrats. But that’s okay. But that wasn’t the question. What 

possibly could a white—why would a white person in 2018 feel guilty? You said, “I don’t have 

white guilt.” Well, what is white guilt? Why would a white person— 

 

Philp: [01:30:01] Well, it would appear that the blacks want me to feel guilty about something 

that happened 150 years ago because I’m white. And I will be approached by—if I’m at a 

campus—it seems to be the only instance where I’m approached is when I’m on campus, and 

I’m vocal, and I’m doing my political thing, I will be approached by black students that say, 

“Well, you’re white. You’re privileged.” And I’m supposed to feel guilty about that. It’s like, 

why? “Well, because you’re white. It’s all your fault. You’re European. It’s the fault of your 

forefathers as to who oppressed my forefathers.” And I say, “Okay, why don’t you treat me like 
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an individual?’ Because that’s the way you want to be treated. You want me to take you as an 

individual and treat you as an equal human being. And that I can do. I don’t have a problem with 

that. But you’re going to have to do the same thing for me. 

 

You can’t have any preconceived notions about me because of the color of my skin. You have 

no—you don’t know who I am. You don’t know what my background is. You don’t know who 

my family is or what they’ve been through. I can use the same argument and make the English 

feel guilty over the Irish. Oh, my people have been persecuted. And there are Irish in the family 

tree. And I mean, the Cornish, and the Welsh, and Scottish were treated in a very similar fashion 

to the Irish. They got hit first. And the English had a pecking order. 

 

Q: Well, are you happy you’re white? 

 

Philp: [01:31:34] Well, I’m not unhappy. [Laughs] It’s not—I don’t wake up every morning—

God, I’m happy I’m white! I don’t think about it. As a kid growing up at the dinner table, we 

didn’t sit around having discussions about Jewish folks, and Hispanic folks, and black folks. We 

weren’t plotting and scheming at the dinner table to oppress these people and put them down. I 

just—it wasn’t part of the family makeup, I guess. It was a nothing. It wasn’t an issue. [Unclear] 

 

Q: Do you think your life would have been different if you weren’t born white, if you were born 

black or Hispanic in this country? 

 

Philp: [01:32:09] Oh, I think so, yes. 
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Q: And how would you think your life would have been different? 

 

Philp: [01:32:13] I think it would have been different in ways of obtaining education. I’m 

familiar enough with the public education system that they claim they treat all social status and 

minorities equal. But if you go to Denver, you can see that’s not the case. Where the kids that are 

attending public school in Cherry Creek High School—oh, they get a vastly superior education 

to the kids that are attending public school in Denver in the Five Points area. I definitely agree 

with the blacks that they’re not getting equal treatment. And what percentage of their income is 

taken in taxes opposed to what percentage of the millionaires’ income. And in that sense, I agree 

with them. I don’t think they’re getting fair treatment in education. 

 

I don’t doubt there are employers that are racist and there’s ways to get around those racial issues 

by simply saying, “You’re not qualified for the job. You don’t have the degree or you don’t have 

this.” In a lot of places in the country, I believe there is a case to be made for hidden racism, 

institutional racism. And that’s exactly why I think these Black Lives Matters exist. But I would 

appreciate if these people wouldn’t lump all of us white devils in as a one lump, that we all feel 

the same. 

 

Q: I don’t think they do. And I think that in some ways—and I think it’s interesting, because I 

don’t—I think that the same way there’s a lot of different types of libertarians and originalists—

and there’s a lot of different types of people. I would say that Black Lives Matter’s a pretty 

diverse group. There’s a whole range of people in Black Lives Matter that I’ve come in 
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contact—some are a lot more militant than others. Some are protesting. Some are trying to work 

in the schools. Some aren’t. 

 

Philp: [01:34:09] Well, yes. Well, you’re right. And the stratas of libertarianism, you have the 

Libertarian Party, which is kind of a weak knockoff of the Republican Party. I call them 

Republican wannabees. Where the other extreme is anarchists or anarcho-capitalists. And I tend 

to fall into that category of being an anarcho-capitalist where we don’t need government. 

Everything can be done privately. And government over and over builds my argument in favor of 

no government. I mean, a lot of my heroes are guys like [Ludwig] von Mises, Ayn Rand, Murray 

Rothbard. And oddly enough, all these guys have one thing in common, they’re Jewish. And 

they seem to be the most intelligent of philosophy. 

 

At least it’s philosophy I can relate to. I can read von Mises, and he’s written it for the ordinary 

guy like me. And I can clearly understand where he’s coming from and what he’s talking about. 

It’s the only thing that makes sense to me. But you’re right, yes. 

 

Q: What about sort of The Turner Diaries and that whole movement. Is that something that fits 

into that belief system as well? 

 

Philp: [01:35:19] Libertarian? No, no. I’ve read the book. 

 

Q: That’s more—that’s Christian Identity. 
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Philp: [01:35:25] Yes, it is. And I’m familiar with Christian Identity. I’ve been accused of being 

a member of a Christian Identity church in Laporte, Colorado. Pastored by Peter J. Peters. He’s 

been dead for six, seven years now. In fact, a lot of those guys are dead. Moore [phonetic], 

Butler [phonetic]. When I ran into these folks, they were in their seventies. But they’re pretty 

lame. Their whole idea of the Jewish conspiracy—theory of Jewish conspiracies consists of one 

book called The Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion. And they hand that to people that know 

absolutely nothing. And they read that and they go, oh, it’s a Jewish conspiracy! 

 

Well, you go to college. They teach you to look at the foreword. Look for the publisher. Look for 

the author. Do some research. Who are these people? Well, who wrote The Turner Diaries? 

William Pierce. He’s a revisionist. He runs a historical—or he did. He’s dead now. But he ran a 

historical revisionist group in, I think, California, where they were Holocaust deniers. It’s like, 

you can’t deny this shit. [Dwight David] Eisenhower filmed it when he went into the 

concentration camps. And it’s all documented. I mean, it was because of what happened to the 

Jews in Germany that we had a thing called the Nuremberg Trials. What kind of crap are these 

people about? I have no idea where they originate these ideas. These people were murdered 

simply for their ethnicity [phonetic]. 

 

And even Hitler admitted that he was using the Jews as an excuse. His idea was to focus people 

on one thing and get them to hate and focus and don’t pay attention to what’s going on over here. 

You’re focused. We’re going to pick on the Jews. It just didn’t fly with me. They handed me that 

book. And I looked at it. It was a foreword written by a guy named Victor Marsden. He claims 

that he acquired the book by a maid who used to work for the Rothschilds. Maid, unnamed. And 
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it involved—the book came out during the Russian Revolution. And the book was issued by a 

Russian Orthodox priest named Sergei Nilus. And the priest was, at the time, the right-hand man 

of the Tsar [Nicholas II]. 

 

And very similar to what Hitler did: we need to build this conspiracy, get people focused on this 

group; use them as the scapegoat while we’re doing this shit over here. And very similar, I think, 

to what Hitler did. And the book is bogus. Even the ADL [Anti-Defamation League] refers to it 

as a forgery. I don’t think it’s a forgery. I think they just—I think it was based—I was told it was 

based on some play. And nobody really seems to know the origin of the book. But they can’t 

prove to me that there’s a Jewish conspiracy. It’s totally bogus. And I go back to falling on—I 

accept people as individuals. The founder of JPFO, Jews for the Preservation of Firearms 

Ownership – Jewish,  Orthodox Jew; and he’s since passed away, Aaron Zelman. The founder of 

the Second Amendment Foundation – Alan Gottlieb, jewish. 

 

And these guys are ardent defenders of the Second Amendment. And they fall back to what 

happened to their people in Germany. The JPFO has a book called, [Gun Control:] Gateway to 

Tyranny. And it’s a very short book. But it talks about the Warsaw, [Poland] ghetto where a 

handful of Jews got a hold of a handgun and managed to whack quite a few Nazis before they 

exterminated every Jew in the Warsaw ghetto. 

 

Q: What about American Renaissance and Jared Taylor? Do you have any relationship with him? 

 

Philp: [01:39:32] Who? 
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Q: American—you know American Renaissance? 

 

Philp: [01:39:34] No. 

 

Q: Okay. [Unclear] One of the things that’s interesting, do—this idea of your sort of political 

beliefs of being—wanting to be left alone. One of the things that always is interesting to me is 

that—you talk about the rights, the First, Second—the First Amendment, the right to free speech, 

the right to carry a gun. Where do rights come from? Do rights follow obligation? Or do 

obligations follow—do you get rights from obligations? Or do your rights give you obligations to 

anything? What I mean by that is that—you pay taxes, you get a stoplight. If you vote, you get a 

representational government. It used to be if you served in the military, you get a gun. Is there a 

connection between being part—having an obligation to get your rights? Or where do these 

rights come from? 

 

Philp: [01:40:37] Well, libertarians say these rights come from nature, natural rights. Whereas 

the Christian right say, well, these rights come from God. I could live with that. I guess the credo 

of every Libertarian is no man is fit to govern another. It’s like, who are you? It was [David] 

Hume that says, “All men are inherently evil and must be ruled.” Well, okay, they’re going to be 

ruled by other inherently evil men? Doesn’t make sense. That’s bullshit. And [John] Locke’s 

position was, well, men are inherently good. They’re not going to go out and just randomly 

commit crimes. There’s no rationale for doing that unless you’re starving—okay, I’m going to 

steal. But there’s no rational reason to go out there. 
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And I believe rights are something—a part of nature we’re inherently born with. I need to be able 

to do this, go out and work. Keep what I earn from the fruits of my labor in order that I can exist. 

And I can feed myself and provide myself with housing. Wyoming is—they claim it’s a state 

made up of individual rugged cowboys. Bullshit. Those guys are all receiving farm and ranch 

subsidies, which is socialism. And it’s a good old boy system in this state where a lot of these 

legislators are ranchers. And they make laws that protect them and their wealth. And they use the 

government to extract wealth from working class people. And taxes exploit the working people 

by stealing a portion of our wealth. Who’s exploiting labor now? It’s not the capitalists. It’s the 

socialists. And that’s my issue. 

 

If you’re doing stuff by means of force and coercion, as far as I’m concerned you’re a fascist. I 

don’t care if you’re on the left end or the right end. Doesn’t matter. If you’re using force, 

coercion, violence, you’re a fascist. And that’s what the state is. The bottom line is the state uses 

coercion. 

 

Q: Let’s circle back to race again. What would you say that—one of the reasons we came to 

Wyoming, I think I told you when we met, is that we’ve been in Richmond, [Virginia]. We’ve 

been in Dallas, [Texas]. We’ve been in Michigan, Milwaukee, [Wisconsin]. And we wanted to 

come to a place that was really historically—a majority white, a big majority white. And it sort 

of stayed that way despite the fact that the demographics of the country are shifting pretty 

rapidly. I think by 2042 we’re going to be a white minority country. And yet, Wyoming isn’t 

following that trend. It’s staying—it’s actually becoming a little more white. And wondering 
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what you see about this community. Do you feel—do you see in this community either 

discrimination or racism? You seem pretty attuned to that stuff. 

 

Philp: Yes. 

 

Q: Yes, if anybody’s being treated unfairly. Do you see any of that here based on the fact that it’s 

a really majority white community? 

 

Philp: [01:43:52] Well, being a white guy you would think that I’d have some sort of privy to 

other white guys talking about how they hate black people. It’s just not happening. A lot of it’s 

historically based. New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, Montana were not slave states. So you 

never had that influx of black people. And most of us have never been exposed to lots and lots of 

black people. So we don’t have preconceived notions, a lot of us, about black folks. 

 

And so I—it’s possible. I think black folks are not moving here because they have no connection 

to the place. Maybe they do feel uncomfortable about living here. Because it’s all whitey, lots of 

whiteness here. I’ve heard that at CSU [Colorado State University], dealing with a black student 

organization. They felt uncomfortable because there’s too many white people here. Well, the 

reason there’s so many white people here is because we didn’t have slavery in Colorado. 

 

And they did import blacks and attempted to use slaves to work the mines. And it didn’t work 

out. They did use blacks on building the railroad. But when you have slave labor and you’re 

treating people like crap, they’re not going to work for you. And I think it builds that false notion 
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that black people are lazy. Well, if you weren’t paying me and you took a whip to me or a gun to 

my head, and you told me to go to work, I wouldn’t do it. I’d rather die than work, and be a 

slave, and have you whip me. I don’t blame them for not working. I wouldn’t do it either. It’s 

just a slave’s way of going on strike. And even after the Civil War they were indentured 

servants. They weren’t paid anything to do—where are they going to go? They were going to 

stay on the cotton farm and keep picking cotton. Because where else are they going to go? And 

yes, it took years for the black community in the South to be able to vote on certain issues. 

 

But I don’t know that the state’s going to get any whiter. We actually lost population because oil 

field production went down. And when you talk to people around the state, I don’t think you’re 

going to get the sense that they hate blacks or have any notions about blacks being lesser than 

they are. I mean, that’s been my experience in Wyoming. Even different parts of Wyoming 

aren’t Cheyenne. The rest of the state does not like this city. Like I told you earlier, a lot of us 

think that Ft. Collins is going to annex Cheyenne into Ft. Collins. And we’d be all too happy if 

they did and they just left it at that. 

 

But there is a lot of Colorado politics being influenced in this town, because it is at the very top 

of what—if you look at a map, Cheyenne is the very top of the Front Range going all the way 

down to Pueblo, [Colorado]. And the people here—real estate agents, developers, and bond 

daddies [phonetic] all see an opportunity to make a quick buck. Let’s create a problem. And then 

we’ll develop—we’ll get our people in government. And we’ll fix the problem. In the meantime, 

we get to make lots of money peddling you people bullshit. 
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But I don’t—living here, I just don’t see it. And I agree, once you get out of Cheyenne, you’re 

going to be really hard-pressed to find any kind of blacks or black community. If you Google 

Cheyenne or Wyoming, you can see the demographics of the percentage of the population in this 

state. I’d say we have more blacks in Cheyenne than they do in Ft. Collins and Greeley, 

[Colorado] combined. And it’s all due to the Air Force base. These guys—and I think it’s a 

testimony to the town. When these Air Force guys retire, they say, “I’m going to stay here.” Why 

would they do that? Well, because they don’t sense that they’re being treated any better—or 

they’re being treated worse or being treated badly for being black. They aren’t. 

 

I imagine you’re going to dig up a racist somewhere in this town somewhere. I hang out at 

Phoenix Books across the street from this building. And Don sees a lot of different people 

coming in his store. He’s got a lot of good deals on books. And he gets mostly government 

employees. But he told me yesterday—and you may have to edit this because Don’s real private. 

But he had said he had black customers in here. He gets the whole mix. And he said, “There’s a 

couple guys that really hate whitey. And yes, there’s a couple white guys that really hate black 

folks.” But he said, “They’re so few and far between.” I just don’t—I don’t see it. I would have 

to ask—and I have never done this. I would have to ask some of the black folks in town, “How 

do you feel? Do you feel like you’re being oppressed?” 

 

I’ve never talked to Taylor Haynes and asked him. His wife is white. And he’s from Louisiana. 

And I’ve never been to Louisiana, but I get the sense that Baton Rouge, [Louisiana] and coastal 

cities are a whole lot different world than the rest of the South. I get a feeling there’s a lot of 
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interracial marriage going on in that part of Louisiana. So those people have a different view of 

blacks down there. 

 

Q: How do you feel about interracial marriage? 

 

Philp: [01:49:45] I don’t have a problem with it. It’s a personal issue. In fact, I’d send you to 

the—there’s a church—if you go down Pershing [phonetic] and head east, it’s right across the 

street from Jimmy John’s. And it’s called the New Testament Church. And I’ve been in there 

quite a bit. I had a friend that was a pastor there. And he used to be a talk show host on KGAB 

AM. But a lot of the couples in there are interracial couples. And then they both bring in their 

own families, black and white. And I thought, well, this is interesting. I had never seen this 

before. And there might be an issue there. Maybe they go to church there because they find 

refuge. Nobody’s giving them a hard time about being an interracial couple. Maybe they catch 

flak from other churches and other people in town. Because I know some denominations don’t 

accept interracial marriage. Personally, I don’t—that’s your business. 

 

Q: How attached to your whiteness are you? 

 

Philp: [01:50:50] I’m not attached to it, no. 

 

Q: So let’s say—what I mean by that, lets say if you left this room and you walked through one 

door, you’d emerge as you are. And if you walked through the other door, there’s a fifty-fifty 

chance you’d emerge either as your are or as a Jew. Would you choose one of those doors with 
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care? Would you mind? Would you consciously choose a door? You’d just leave, you wouldn’t 

care if you came out as yourself or as a Jew? 

 

Philp: [01:51:16] I don’t guess it’d matter. If I came out as a Jew, I’d still be a white guy. 

[Laughs] And I could lie my ass off. I don’t— 

 

Q: That was going to be my next question. Do you think Jews are white? 

 

Philp: [01:51:31] Not all of them, no. I mean, aren’t there Ethiopian— 

 

Q: Jews. Yes, okay, that’s—I’ve talked to a lot—I’ve interviewed a lot of Jewish people on this 

project. And some Jews say to me, oh, yes, we’re—I’m saying very, very specifically I’m not 

white. There’s so much—I doubt that—I don’t get to live in the world because there’s so much 

anti-Semitism. And some say, absolutely I’m white. It’s just sort of—I’ve had—but there’s 

usually a very, very specific take on it. 

 

Philp: [01:51:56] Well, Argentina has a pretty large population of Jews. Are they Hispanic Jews? 

 

Q: Yes, there’s a bit—I had an editor for a long time who was an Argentinean. And he was 

also—his parents were Zionists. He lived in Israel. And he lived in Argentina. Big population, 

yes. 
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Philp: [01:52:11] It’s like I’m a little bit familiar with the Jewish diaspora. And it’s like, Jewish 

people are all over the planet, basically. And I’m aware of the fact that there are different sects 

within Judaism, like Hasidic Jews and—like this synagogue [gestures in a direction] is open. I 

can walk in there, and they’re not going to kick me out. And I don’t—I mean, if it’s closed, 

that’s fine. That’s their business. That’s part of their religion, for whatever reason. That’s part of 

the First Amendment. If they say, we don’t want Protestants, Catholics coming in there—

whatever. That’s your business. I don’t care. I’m not going to question it. But I know for a fact 

that this synagogue is open. And they also have—in fact, it’s the only synagogue for the entire 

state of Wyoming. They have a—what I call roving rabbi. He maybe comes from Ft. Collins. I 

know they have a synagogue down there. 

 

And they also have a group of people that call themselves Messianic. When I first heard that 

term, I didn’t know what it meant. Basically accept Christ. But I’ve talked to several Messianics 

over the years. And some of them are ethnically Jewish. Most of them think they’re Jewish, and 

they’re not. They want to be Jewish. [Laughs] I don’t know. I don’t understand that. You’re 

either ethnically Jewish, or you’re not. But you can’t be both. And I’ve asked Stewart over here 

on—Stewart Wolf [phonetic] some questions about that. But I haven’t really gotten into depth. 

I’m not by any means an expert on Judaism. I just—my life’s experiences, well—once again, I 

can’t lump everybody into one group. Just because a guy’s white—like your friend says, “I’m 

Jewish.” I don’t have a clue. 

 

But there are people around here that—they’re anti-Semitic. They look for physical features or 

certain mannerisms. Oh, that guy’s a Jew. Well, how do you know he’s a Jew? Did you ask him? 
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[Animates voice] “Oh, the big nose, it’s a giveaway”. Oh, bullshit. I mean, a lot of it—a lot of 

my preconceived ideas or whatever have gone down the toilet, especially after going to college 

and talking to people and asking questions that I’m a—I’ve become a critical thinker. I don’t 

believe what anybody tells me. I’ve got to research it and investigate it. And I don’t hold men in 

any kind of position of, well, I adore this guy, or I worship this guy. We’re all equal in my mind. 

 

Q: When we first met you, you were saying that you thought this project was a joke when it was 

sent to you. Do you think that this is a valid conversation to have, people talk about—to talk 

about whiteness? 

 

Philp: [01:55:06] Oh, I think so. I think any conversation like this, political—you’ve got to have 

dialogue because out of controversy things come out, and things become resolved. And I can 

learn more by not listening to the anti-Semitic. I can learn more by going to the guy who is 

Jewish and say, hey, what’s up with this? Is this true, or is this bullshit? And I’ll take the guy’s 

word for it if he says it’s bullshit unless something proves it’s wrong. 

 

Q: You talk about being a libertarian, a lot of your work. Are you politically involved? Did you 

vote in the last election? 

 

Philp: [01:55:50] I did, yes. 

 

Q: Did you vote for the libertarian candidate? 
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Philp: [01:55:52] No, I didn’t vote for Gary [Johnson]. I did vote for [Donald] Trump. Typically, 

I will vote libertarian. But Gary has—Gary Johnson was the governor of New Mexico. And I’ve 

seen him speak. I went to a libertarian—I call [it] a libertarian convention. But it was Ron Paul’s 

GOP [Grand Old Party - Republican Party] convention in Minneapolis-Saint Paul, [Minnesota]. 

And this has been about almost—God, it’s been fifteen years ago, I think. And a lot of these guys 

spoke. I think a lot of them were—well, like Llewellyn Rockwell is an anarcho-capitalist. 

 

Q: Well, what moved you from libertarianism to Trumpism? That seems like a big leap to 

[unclear] 

 

Philp: [01:56:37] Well, it is. Initially, it’s like there’s no way in hell I’m going to vote for 

Clinton. There is no way in hell. And I kept an open mind. And I didn’t support Trump from the 

get-go. I thought, here’s another nutcake. But I listened to the guy. And when it boiled down to 

going into the voting booth—and it’s even an oxymoron for a libertarian to vote anyway. 

Because you’re supporting the system. And I thought, if I vote for Gary, he’s not going to win. 

And if Hillary wins, we’re in deep shit as far as being a gun rights activist. The ADL [Anti-

Defamation League] has me on their shit list. The Southern Poverty Law Center, the FBI. I’m all 

on their shit list. And if Hillary were in power, I’d be in deep shit right now. I would. And a lot 

of people like me, so-called militia right-wing patriot types. And I’ve been mislabeled, like 

blacks have been mislabeled by certain groups. 

 

And so it boiled down to—I’ve got to vote for Trump. And frankly, since he’s been in office 

there’s not a whole lot that I think he’s done wrong. He’s done a lot of stuff that’s libertarian. 
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Reducing government, eliminating this agency. And I totally ignore the media. I do not watch 

cable. I do not have cable. I do not have satellite. I get my news on the Internet, on talk radio, 

just talking to people like you guys. I can get more news out of you guys of what really goes on 

in LA as opposed to reading the LA paper or anything like that. 

 

Q: How often do you get a liberal commie atheist like me to talk to you about stuff? [Laughter] 

 

Philp: [01:58:26] Yes. I don’t have a problem with it. 

 

Q: No, this is why we met you. And we’ve been having a good time [unclear] 

 

Philp: [01:58:34] Well, for me, I can agree to disagree and have a civil con—I mean, my prof—

I’m sure you guys all went to college, but they appoint you an advisor. And my advisor was Dr. 

Brad McDonald [phonetic]. He still teaches at Colorado State. And he basically—he’s a Marxist. 

The guy’s a flaming Marxist. But the guy got a PhD and I ain’t going to argue with him. He’s 

going to kick my ass. But I like him. I’ve got a lot of respect for Brad. We can sit there and 

discuss things and agree to disagree. He treats me like a human being. I treat him like a human 

being. I don’t degrade him because he’s a Marxist. I just don’t happen to agree with him. 

Contrary to popular belief, most of the profs at CSU are not left-wing hardcore so-called liberals. 

I treat them as individuals as I would anybody else. And it turns out a lot of them are Republican. 

They just don’t wear it on their chest. It’s just this—once again, it’s these myths and these 

stereotypes that people have of college professors. 
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That may be the case at CU [University of Colorado]. That may be the case at Columbia 

University. I don’t know. 

 

Q: I’m a college professor. So—Garrett had a question for you? 

 

M1: Yes. And I know it’s a little weird, but you’ll answer to Whitney [phonetic]. Try to wrap 

this question into your answer somehow. But if a twenty-year-old black kid from Chicago were 

to look at you, what do you think they see? How would they stereotype you? 

 

Philp: [02:00:19] Oh, white devil, yes. They did it at CSU. Here’s this middle-aged white guy. 

He’s privileged. They have their own stereotypes. They’re conditioned. They’ve got a—for 

whatever reason, I’m the bad guy. But they won’t take the opportunity to meet me. And I don’t 

think that’s the case with every twenty-year-old black guy. If you go—oddly enough, if you go 

to this community college, you’d be surprised at the number of inner-city ghetto kids that are 

going to school there. They’re going in and recruiting them. I don’t know why. And I would say 

thirty percent of the student body at this little community college are all foreign national 

students. It’s a mix of—yes. Yes, I think—there’s a lot of them that are from South America, 

China, Eastern Europe. And I think, yes, they’re getting more money for bringing them in. I 

don’t know who’s paying for it. But you’re right, it’s got something to do with money. 

 

I mean, percentage wise, the number of foreign students weren’t that big of a percentage at 

Colorado State. 
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M1: Have you been stereotyped, then, by people? 

 

Philp: [02:01:32] I think so, yes. 

 

Q: Do you feel that people unfairly stereotype you? 

 

Philp: [02:01:39] Yes, yes. 

 

Q: Is there anything—we talked about a lot of things in this conversation. Is there anything—

knowing that the context of the conversation is a conversation about whiteness and white 

identity—that you think is important to be said in the context of a conversation like this? 

 

Philp: [02:02:08] I don’t know. Don’t judge all of us white devils by the actions of the few. I’m 

familiar with Christian Identity. There’s actually a professor at the University of Syracuse. And I 

can’t remember the guy’s name. But he had written an excellent book on Christian Identity. And 

I read parts of it. And I said, “That’s exactly what I’ve experienced with those people.” And I did 

talk to that professor, but it’s been fifteen years ago. And I still have his book. These people are 

so few and far between. I mean, they put on a good show of pretending they’ve got a big 

following. And then the media adds to it. They hype it up because it sells papers. It’s crap. 

 

They did a story on—and this has been years ago. And I kept the articles. They did a story on 

white nationalism in Wyoming. And they focused on that little group up in Riverton, 

[Wyoming]. And I’m not that familiar with them. Why they picked Riverton, I have no idea. 
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With three Indian tribes and the folks that have lived there prior to these idiots showing up all 

getting along pretty good with the Indians. I mean, you have to go there to appreciate what really 

goes on in that town. It ain’t no big deal. Most people don’t see Indians as being lesser human 

beings. And I know, because I have a friend that lives there. And I’ve been to Riverton and spent 

time there. 

 

These Christian Identity guys are—they’re like a nothing. They’re nominal. They might as well 

not even bother to exist. I don’t pay any attention to their bullshit. And they always—they try 

and cover it up. And they pretend like they’re one of [unclear]. But it always boils down to 

talking about the Jewish conspiracy. They always—you can pick up on it. Especially me, 

because I’ve heard the crap before. But at that point, it’s like, I’m done with you. I don’t want to 

hear this shit. It’s not there. It’s non-existent. I’ve researched the Protocols. It’s a bullshit 

document. And you guys won’t go beyond reading that book and investigating it for yourself. 

And they go on about how all these other people are the sheep. They’re the sheep. They believe 

the bullshit, because it’s easier to believe the bullshit. You don’t have to do the research. You 

don’t have to do the thinking. 

 

And it works the same way on the left. They don’t have to think about it. You’re a white guy. 

You’ve got a beard. You look like a skinhead. Blah, blah, blah. I’m tired of it. I’m tired of that 

bullshit. The reason there are so many white people here is because slavery never existed in 

Wyoming. And I would think—if black folks want to move to Riverton or Hulett, [Wyoming], or 

whatever part of Wyoming, I don’t think they’re going to catch any flak. But the problem is, 

good luck finding a job. Because there’s not a lot of work. Outside of Cheyenne, there’s not a lot 
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of opportunity for people. The eastern half of this state—well, Nebraska is to Catholics like Utah 

is to Mormons, where the western half of the state is predominantly Mormon. And a lot of that 

religion is racist. They don’t necessarily hate blacks, but they do believe in segregation. Whereas 

Catholics are the opposite. They accept—there are black Catholics like there are black Jews. 

 

M1: It wasn’t even until the ’70s or something where black people could become part of the 

Mormon faith. Maybe the ’50s. 

 

Philp: [02:06:04] I think—yes. And I’ve heard that there are black Mormons. I haven’t met one 

yet. But— 

 

M1: And Duncan, we have to—our next interview is going to be coming in soon. So we’ve got 

to cut it short. 

 

Philp: [02:06:16] Okay. 

 

Q: We really appreciate you coming and talking to us. I know— 

 

Philp: [02:06:21] Well, I—yes, when I initially heard—I’m pretty sure I heard it on KGAB. And 

I thought, oh, this is just like a questionnaire survey. I blew it off. I didn’t pay attention to it. And 

then Richards [phonetic] emailed me the thing. And he said, “You should answer this.” And I 

thought he was just screwing with me. Because he knows I tend to lean on the right with stuff in 

my opinion of—I have preconceived notions about Columbia University. And then when I met 
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you guys, I thought, wow. These guys went to all the trouble to come out here and thoroughly 

investigate whatever they’re doing. It’s like—I think they’re serious. This isn’t some cheesy kind 

of little survey. I’m hoping they’ll be objective. I think they will—you guys will. 

 

I was impressed. And it was just accident that we met right out front of the building. I hang out at 

the bookstore. A lot of times I go into the coffee shop to buy a water, a donut, or whatever. Then 

I was kind of impressed. I thought, well, these guys must be—I mean, if they’re talking to me, 

they’ve got to be hardcore, man. They’ve got to be hard up for coverage. But no, I thought that—

I was impressed. You guys came all the way here from New York and LA just to get down and 

dirty and do your research. And a lot of times when—you’re going to walk away with a totally 

different opinion of Cheyenne, Wyoming, I think. 

 

Q: Already have. 

 

M1: Believe it or not, you’re one of the most centrist [phonetic] people we— 

 

Q: Sensible people we’ve spoken to. So— 

 

Philp: [02:07:53] Well, the problem with this town—got a lot of problems. But that’s a whole 

other video. 

 

Q: Could we just take a couple pictures of you? So you just look—just stay in the same—just 

look at me. Just relax your face. You are good. [Unclear]  
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[END OF INTERVIEW] 


