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PREFACE  

  

  The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Irem Peters conducted 

by Sam Lutzker on April 25th, 2018. This interview is part of the Study on White People.   

  The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose.   



Peters – 1 – 3  
  

ATC  Session #1  

Interviewee: Irem Peters  Location: Cheyenne, WY   

Interviewer: Sam Lutzker  Date: April 25th, 2018  
  

Q: Great, we’re rolling. So, we’re just going to literally forget that that’s there probably for the 

next hour, hour and a half. But really quickly, just for the record of who I am and who you are, 

this is Sam Lutzker for Columbia University’s project, Facing Whiteness. I am here in Cheyenne, 

Wyoming at L triple C, Laramie County Community College, in the office of instructor Irem—

did I say it right? Irem Peters, right?  

  

Peters: Yes.  

  

Q: Well, thanks so much for being here with me today, Irem. I really appreciate it and we already 

had a discussion last time where we talked about a lot of stuff so there will be some review and 

stuff, but probably also we’ll get into some more detail and some memories and stuff. So oral 

histories, a lot of times the first question I like to ask is just going back to the beginning. Where 

were you born and tell me about your family and kind of where you grew up.  

  

Peters: [00:01:06] I was born in Turkey in 1985. I was born in Izmir. It’s the third biggest city in 

Turkey. And I was born to a middle-class family. My mother was a nurse. My dad was a 

businessman. I grew up in Izmir, I lived in Izmir till I was 25. I finished my bachelor’s degree in 

Izmir and after that in 2006 I met my husband who happens to be working for U.S. military, and 

then in 2010 I got married and moved to the States.  
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Q: So you went through the whole trajectory there. Now let me take it back then. So growing up 

in Izmir, what was that like in the ‘80s and ‘90s? And I guess the 2000s too.  

  

Peters: [00:01:59] Well, I don’t have much opinion about the ‘80s, but about ‘90s Izmir is a very 

open minded community. It has the highest education level for Turkey, and I would say it has the 

highest employment and educational level for women as well. It’s a community that is very 

friendly to LGBT [Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgendered] people and also, as far as political 

views go, I would say that we are liberals for the most part. And growing up I don’t remember 

facing with any prejudice against the way I look or the way I dress, or the way I do things as a 

woman, as a female. So I had a good life, I can say, growing up. I didn’t meet any obstacles in 

Izmir.  

  

Q: And then you went to college and what did you study in college?  

  

Peters: [00:03:04] I studied teaching of French.  

  

Q: And why did you study teaching of French?  

  

Peters: [00:03:15] My main area of interest was foreign languages. I’ve been able to speak 

English since I’m like eleven, twelve years old. And after that, again in high school that was my 

main branch, English. And after high school, according to the Turkish education system, you 
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have to take a test before you go to college and in that test you have to choose a branch of study 

based on what you studied in high school. So I studied foreign languages and my options were 

limited as a foreign language student. We have one of the biggest universities in Turkey, Dokuz 

Eylul University in Izmir and I didn’t want to go anywhere else because I already had a good life 

in Izmir. So in Dokuz Eylul University there was French, German, and English, and I thought I 

already speak English and for German you had to be able to speak German to get into that major, 

so that’s why I chose French, to learn a new language, and I thought it would be a better idea to 

learn two languages which would possibly bring me more jobs in the future. But, you know, 

plans worked differently.  

  

Q: But I mean more countries to live in in the future, it seems like maybe. In a sense. You know, 

your English in a way.  

  

Peters: [00:04:32] I mean I’m still mainly using my English. The French is kind of like pushed to 

the side. I went to France once so that’s when I tried to use it, ordering my food and stuff, but 

other than that it’s mainly English in my life right now.  

  

Q: How did that go when you were in France ordering your food and stuff?  

  

Peters: [00:04:49] [laughs] Well, there’s a big myth about France. Everybody says that nobody 

likes to speak English with you. Even if they understand you they still try to have you speak 

French. In my experience it was the exact opposite.  
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Q: Really?  
  

Peters: [00:05:09] Yes. Each time I went to a place everybody used to speak to us in English. We 

didn’t have any problems and there had been times I tried to speak French with the people and 

they responded back in English. So it was quite interesting.  

  

Q: Give me one second here. I’m just going to set up another recorder.   

  

[INTERRUPTION]   

  

Q: Now I can just focus on our interview. I wanted to go back a little bit too, to Turkey in the 

‘90s and stuff. Do you have any memories from growing up that really just stuck with you in a 

way? Of like what Izmir was like, of your family.  

  

Peters: [00:06:24] In the ‘90s I would say those were the years that they’re trying to plant seeds 

of political Islam, but being in Izmir each time we see people who were, let’s say, wearing 

burkas, or in English as they call it the hijab, you would feel sort of irritated, to be honest, 

because it was an uncommon thing for Izmir. And seeing those people, the politicians especially, 

who define the idea of political Islam, it was like so far away from us. Especially in schools by 

our teachers we were all taught that this is so dangerous. Our one and only leader is [Mustafa 

Kemal] Ataturk and we have to follow his ideas and his ideology. So we were always taught that 

political Islam brings nothing but danger to a country. You know, Iran is a good example. So I 
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would say in ‘90s I believe we were so naïve. We weren’t really aware of the danger and being 

children and all, but then the way we were raised in Izmir is so different than the rest of the 

Turkey. I mean religion is more emphasized, but in Izmir even on the most religious days like— 

even in Ramadan you would still see people drinking by the seaside and nobody would say 

anything to them because that’s how Izmir is like.   

  

You can go to the mosque one street behind the pub and then out of the mosque on the way to 

your home you will still see people drinking. That’s how Izmir lives. But, not being aware of the 

danger, as years went by, in 2002, 2003 we had an election and we had a leader who is one of the 

people who carries let’s say the flag for political Islam. He was elected, and ever since then they 

are slowly, very slowly, they have dug this hole for years, the people who defend that idea, and 

now they have the power, so things are just going worse in Turkey. And it actually kills me to 

see that, I cannot stand the idea of these people taking over, trying to take us to centuries back, 

trying to defend the ideas that have nothing to do with science or freedom. So, it really bothers 

me, but it was more peaceful in the ‘90s. I mean whoever you ask in Turkey, I’m talking about 

the educated people with a certain life standard, they would tell you that things were much better 

in the ‘90s. People were more open minded.  

  

Q: And were you raised Muslim?  

  

Peters: [00:09:07] I was raised Muslim too, yes.  
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Q: What were your experiences like in the faith and the culture growing up in this environment 

that–– You had political Islam, people are trying to do that, but then also you mentioned 

awareness from early on that this was something that you found and the people around you 

found to be in a way like dangerous or detrimental to society. So how was it like growing up in 

like a Muslim community then with those two forces going on?  

  

Peters: [00:09:42] In Izmir we have this thing one of my professors called Neo-Islam. People say 

that they believe in God and every once in a while they go to mosque, especially on Fridays, 

that’s a holy day for Islam. Like they would go to mosque and on Ramadan they would fast for 

thirty days, but on the first day of the Ramadan feast they would open their bottle of raki, which 

is the traditional alcoholic drink for Turkey. So once my professor in university mentioned this, I 

actually became more aware of how we define the way we live religion; there are people in 

Turkey who say that, “I’m a Muslim, I identify as a Muslim, I believe in God, I do my 

worshipping to God, however I also drink.” Which Islam prohibits you.  Although these are two 

opposite things, people still identify themselves as a Muslim. So, I would say for the most part of 

Izmir this is how we live, the Neo-Islam as he defines it.   

  

My family was no different. I mean still they believed in God and they tried to teach their 

children about religion, about Quran whatsoever, but we also used to drink. I remember when I 

was fifteen I used to drink together with my dad. My dad is the person who gave me my first 

glass of alcohol. So we were a modern family. We didn’t have any pressure on us. I have another 

sister, so for a family with two daughters we didn’t have any pressure on us like, “you can’t have 
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a boyfriend, you can’t go outside like this.” I never remember any pressure like that whatsoever. 

But most of Izmir was like that. I mean my friends, they all had similar experiences.  

I don’t know if this has anything to do with our economical status or the way we were raised, but 

I would say that majority of Izmir, it wasn’t any different. But when you go to east, when you go 

to southeast, it’s a whole different story.   

  

Q: Southeast Izmir or Turkey?  

  

Peters: [00:11:49] No, southeast of Turkey. It’s like one country, but it has several different 

dimensions. I mean I can say that I’m lucky to have grown up in Izmir.  

  

Q: Growing up, did you go to mosque or things like that?  

  

Peters: [00:12:10] No. I’ve only been to mosque once in my entire life and that was a time when 

my grandmother died and after somebody’s dead, forty days later you have to have another 

praying and we didn’t want to do it in the house. We wanted to invite more people so that’s why 

we did it in the mosque and that was the only time I went to a mosque.  

  

Q: You said you didn’t do it in the house because you didn’t want to do what to people?  

  

Peters: [00:12:33] We wanted to have more space for more people. So the whole family and 

friends gather. The house wasn’t big enough to have let’s say fifty, sixty people at a time so 
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that’s why we just did it in a mosque. But I never specifically went to a mosque for like 

worshipping or praying or anything. Like even that day somebody was saying their prayer, we 

were just sitting there listening to her. That was my only experience going to a mosque.  

  

Q: And you talked before about an experience with your dad giving you your first cup of liquor 

at fifteen or whatever.   

 

Peters: [Laughs]  

  

Q: What was your relationship like with him?  

  

Peters: [00:13:10] Me and my dad, we’ve always been very close. My dad was a very 

understanding guy and still to this day I mean he’s the person, [coughs] sorry, that I can trust 

with his opinion.  

  

Q: I’m like coughing over here every second. [Laughter] So really, it’s okay.  

  

Peters: [00:13:29] I mean my dad is—a lot of people define him as a very wise person. He is the 

person that a lot of people would go for advice. So we have always had a very close relationship.  

  

Q: And have there been times in your life when you’ve gone to him for advice that were really 

important to you and that stand out to you in any way?  
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Peters: [00:13:55] We were close, but of course we had our boundaries. When I’m talking about 

advice I’m not talking about, “Hey, Dad, my boyfriend cheated on me, what should I do now?” 

Never like that. We always had our boundaries. I’m talking about advice in life, let’s say career, 

job, what to do in the workplace whatsoever. And also, the way he talked was, he always gave 

me relief because that’s what I had in mind, but am I really thinking the right way and what he 

told me was always supporting my opinion basically. So he’s always been a great support.   

  
I mean, he supported me. You know, every teenager has a phase in their lives where they want to 

be an actor or actress at a theater or in a movie, when you join your first play in high school you 

have this phase, “I want to be on stage” and he even supported that which is very rare among 

Turkish dads. Like their first reaction would be, “So what? You want to starve or something?” 

But my dad even supported that decision. Even though it lasted for a month or so, but he still 

supported me going to university and study to be an actress or whatsoever. He was a very open 

minded person.  

  

Q: And what about your mom?  

  

Peters: [00:15:20] My mom has been the same way, but the thing is in our house my mom was 

more of an authority. She was like more on the field, I would say. If we had to go to some place 

my mom was the person to give permission to us. Dad was the highest authority. You wouldn’t 

ask him for permission to go to a movie. You had to go by mom first in the hierarchy of the 
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house. So she was more like hands-on with the permission and friends, who should you see and 

who should you avoid and that kind of stuff. But still, we had a very good relationship with my 

mom.  

  

Q: And you said you had a sister too, right?  

  

Peters: Yes.  

  

Q: How was your relationship with your sister?  
  

Peters: [00:16:00] She’s seven years younger than me and she got married about two years ago. 

We talk to each other almost every day. You know, you have the classic sibling rivalry when 

you’re younger, but after I moved to the States of course that rivalry immediately disappeared. 

[Laughter] She misses me, I miss her. Each time she has a bumpy ride in her marriage, 

friendships, whatsoever, I’m the first person that she comes to.  

  

Q: That’s great. So kind of moving through life a bit and college and stuff, can you tell me about 

the moment, if you remember it, when you met your husband?  

  

Peters: [00:16:54] I do remember it very vividly. And actually it was my mother’s friend who 

sort of arranged it. She was trying to have me meet with this American guy, but we hated each 

other at first sight. And then he asked if he can call a friend. We were like, “whatever.” And then 

we were sitting at this pub and he texted his friend and his friend showed up about ten minutes 
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later, who happens to be my husband right now. And that night, the way they talked, the two 

guys, I remember my cheeks hurting from laughing so much. I was like, “Just stop, my face hurts 

from laughing.” And that’s how we met.  

  

Q: [laughs] You’re among the club of people who have met their spouses through unsuccessful 

dates or through friends.  

  
Peters: [00:17:53] I still remember there was this absolute silence at the table, like nobody’s 

talking and I didn’t even want to be there that night because I didn’t want to meet that guy. He 

was totally not in my league.  

  

Q: So how did you end up taking that date? It was originally with this other guy and creating 

some sort of second date with the different guy, like did you ask for the number? Did he give 

you his number?  

  

Peters: [00:18:26] No. The thing is, it was all in my mother’s friend’s mind because the guy 

already had another girlfriend and I don’t think he had an idea that this was a date to hook us up.  

I don’t think he even knew about it.  

  

Q: You mean the original guy?  
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Peters: [00:18:44] Yes. I think my mom’s friend felt that it’s going to be love at first sight, but 

when I see him, I thought he’s a little kid, you know. I didn’t even care about him. And then at 

the end of the night he said that he had to leave early because he’s going to work tomorrow. And 

he already had a girlfriend. I knew it before I met him so I didn’t even care about him. At the end 

of the night me and my husband, we exchanged numbers, because, again, my mother’s friend, 

she said he has to give his number to me and he has to call me when he returns his home safely 

because streets would be dangerous there at night. So that’s how she made us exchange numbers.  

  

Q: Was she there the whole time?  
  

Peters: Oh, yes. She was with us, the first night that we met. 

  

Q: She was there the entire time?  

  

Peters: She was hovering.  

  

Q: She was at the table?  

  

Peters: Oh, yes.  

  

Q: Is that normal? Like you’re in your late twenties meeting boys.  
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Peters: [00:19:30] My mom’s friend, we were like buddies with her. We didn’t have any 

boundaries. We were like buddies with her so I didn’t even care, honestly, if she was there or 

not. And in her mind she was trying to like hook me up with a guy or something and I didn’t 

even care because I was this girl who’s going to graduate university, become a fashion designer, 

move to Paris. You know, I had my own dreams. Marriage was way out of it. So I didn’t really 

want a boyfriend at the time, but she was just trying to do it and eventually it worked in the long 

run.  

  

Q: Interesting. You mentioned some of your dreams at that time. What were your dreams at that 

time and then how have they slowly changed and what are they now?  

  

Peters: [00:20:21] The thing with my major, the teaching of French, the first thing when you ask 

people, nobody was there to be a teacher. But then why are you here? I just want to learn French. 

Nobody wants to be a teacher because everybody was looking down on being a high school 

teacher. And of course, slowly I thought that this is not my place, I don’t see myself doing this 

forty years until I retire. And the payment is not satisfying at all and also dealing with high 

school students, I just did not see myself becoming a teacher. At first, I thought speaking two 

languages I could work at anywhere and then I made it more specific. I started going to this 

course where you learn how to do patterns for clothes. And then I was going to be a fashion 

designer and I was going to go to Paris and be a big shot, but then of course the reality hits you. 

Two years before graduation, I thought to myself, “you know what, I don’t want to be a fashion 

designer. I don’t want to do this.” 
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And then I thought that I’ll just find some job at a company. And in my last two years I started 

searching for a job and it was quite disappointing to go to those job interviews. The guy that 

interviews you, he can’t even speak to you in a professional manner. He would lack the skills to 

speak his own language properly, but he’s asking you, “So you can speak two languages, but 

what are you?” It was just quite a shock to me. As each year goes by you need more and more 

qualities to get an entry-level job with a payment that does not even pay the rent.   

  

And then at the time we decided to get married with my husband and I came to States. My first 

years in the States, I saw that French would not bring anything to me. We first moved to  

Albuquerque [New Mexico]. Then I decided to go on with my master’s, and I chose psychology, 

and here I am. After I completed my masters I found this job at LCCC as an instructor and right 

now I am very happy where I am. And my dream for the future is hoping to be a fulltime worker 

in LCCC one day. So it’s like pretty boring right now compared to what I dreamt of about ten 

years ago. It’s quite boring.  

  

Q: No, it’s not boring. I think being a teacher is very—  

  

Peters: More realistic.  
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Q: I mean I could have a dream of being like a bird. That sounds pretty exciting, but it’s also just 

like, “this is not going to happen for me.” Then again, that’s totally different than being a fashion 

designer. You probably could have been a fashion designer.  

  

Peters: Who knows? [Laughs]  

  

Q: Who knows, you know. Maybe I could have been a bird if I would have tried.  

  

Peters: [00:23:32] I didn’t give it a chance actually, but I just thought that, “I think I don’t want 

to do this.” I didn’t even try.  

  

Q: I know that you met your husband and you guys dated for around a year, right? We talked 

about that prior.  

 

Peters: For about a year, yes.  

  

Q: And then after that what happened?  

  

Peters: [00:23:59] He got stationed in Europe. He went to Netherlands and then we just lost 

contact, and about two years later one day he texted me and he said, “I got my ticket. I’m going 

to come see you.” Okay. And he came back a few months later. Things continued from there as 

if we never broke up. And then we decided to get engaged.  
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Q: And the first time he left though, Izmir, what was the decision like to break up? How did that 

decision come about?  

  

Peters: [00:24:40] Well, at the time there was too much pressure on us to get married. I was still 

in college and I did not want to get married at all because I wanted my diploma first. That was 

my priority. Marriage wasn’t my priority at the time. And I don’t know, I was younger, I 

probably needed to experience more, and same thing for him. He probably needed to get the 

crazy out of his system in Netherlands with all the partying and stuff [laughs]. And then I guess 

the time that we got back together again, it was probably the perfect time for us to realize that 

now we’re both mature enough to take this relationship somewhere.  

  

Q: So that second time he came back how long was he there for?  

  
Peters: Oh, just a week or so.  

  

Q: Was that enough time to figure it out?  

  

Peters: [00:25:30] I guess so, because I mean we already had this connection and we already 

knew about each other well enough to guess our next moves. So it was just enough time to get 

things back together, I guess. We were texting back and forth and talking online on MSN 

messenger. That was what we had at the time. So we still had our connection even after he left 

and it became a long-distance relationship.  
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Q: When did you guys make the decision to get engaged?  

  

Peters: [00:26:04] He came to visit me in November and then I believe around August is when 

we made the decision to get engaged, and in October he came back to visit me and that’s when 

we had the rings and stuff and he met with my dad.  

  

Q: Had he met with your dad before that?  

  

Peters: [00:26:26] No, he hasn’t. It was the first time.  

  

Q: And your dad, this wise giver of advice, did he have any advice for you at that time? 

[00:26:36] My dad liked him, I could tell, because I know the type of people that my dad would 

approve of. My husband is this military guy, like dressed in a decent way and you can tell from 

his manners that he’s a child of a good family, he’s well raised. And on that night my dad’s 

friend, he can speak English, he was our interpreter.  

  

Q: Were you there when your dad met with—?  

  

Peters: [00:27:09] Yes. My husband came to ask my dad’s blessing because that’s how it works 

in Turkey. You have to ask the family’s blessing, you cannot just show up, “Hey, we’re 

married,” or “Hey, we’re engaged.” So my dad’s friend was there that night and [laughs] he’s an 
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amazing guy, he just translated everything in the way that my dad wants to hear. Not that my 

husband said anything out of the book, but he just translated everything in a more appropriate 

way. He set it up pretty well and then my dad was like, “You know, I like this guy, he’s good.”  

  

Q: Interesting, fascinating.  

  

Peters: [00:27:44] And a few years later as we talk more about my husband and when he sees 

him during his visits to Turkey, he grew to like him more.  

  

Q: I like that kind of interpreter role where he’s like translating things and he’s also kind of like 

altering the meaning a little bit here [laughter] and there to like soften it.  

 

Peters: He is that kind of person.   

  

Q: That’s funny.  

  

Peters: He knows the drill.  

  

Q: Do you remember anything that was maybe like a cultural difference or something that came 

up where that friend of your father’s was able to like twist it in a way that seemed more 

amenable to your dad?  
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Peters: [00:28:27] I don’t remember specifically because my husband, I mean that night—he still 

calls it like the scariest night ever, the night that he met. His stress level was above the roof. I 

mean he was very cautious about every single word that came out of his mouth. And then, I 

don’t actually remember if he said anything inappropriate. 

  

Q: It wasn’t so much inappropriate, I guess, but it was more just like—did he say anything that 

was—and you don’t have to answer it because you probably don’t remember, but did he say 

anything that was like American? I guess that leads into my next question where it’s like, you’re 

Turkish, you come from a Turkish culture, you come from a more kind of—I might even say 

European, I think you called it that last time. You’re from technically the continent of Europe, 

correct?   

  
Peters: Actually.  

  

Q: But a more kind of liberal Turkish culture than like the more traditional religious or 

something. And so how has that culture meshed with American culture and specifically the 

culture here in Cheyenne?  

  

Peters: [00:29:52] Actually, speaking about one thing I remembered, is my husband is atheist so 

when my dad asked about how strict is he with his religious views, like in the future if he had a 

child does he need to be baptized or does his family go to church, does he go to church, and I 

believe my husband said that he doesn’t believe in God and my dad’s friend said that, “yeah, 
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we’re all children of God, like religious differences do not really matter.” That’s one thing that I 

can think of, but now my dad knows that my husband doesn’t really care about religion. But still 

I mean my dad has no problem with it, like to each to their own in his opinion.  

  

Q: So then you guys get engaged and then there’s a period of time—  

  

Peters: Visa process.  

  

Q: How was that?  

  

Peters: [00:30:54] I mean after that, I had to move to Istanbul to my mother. My parents are 

divorced right now. I had to live with my mother and that was a bit stressful because I didn’t 

really like Istanbul. It’s too busy, too crowded, people are just so rude to each other and of 

course there is a very busy life and everybody has to get somewhere constantly. Everybody’s 

always in a rush and if you stand in their way they would just hit you and walk away. Like 

nobody would care. So it was not very happy time for me because all that waiting period, all that 

stress like will I get in, will I not, and what’s going to happen if I don’t get the visa whatsoever. 

So it was a stressful moment.  

  

Q: And then you get it though, in the end?  

  

Peters: I did. Took a year.  



    Peters – 1 – 23  
  

 
  

Q: And you moved to Albuquerque.  

  

Peters: [00:31:49] Four days after my wedding I moved to Albuquerque.  

  

Q: Now you’re in this region of the United States for the first time, correct? Kind of, much 

further south of here.  

  

Peters: [00:32:00] It was my first time going abroad.  

  

Q: What was that like?  

  

Peters: [00:32:08] Living in Albuquerque was too quiet. I grew up as a city girl and I lived in  

Istanbul a year before I moved to Albuquerque so it was just too quiet. And the crime rate was so 

high and every single day you would see on the news like a shooting at a gas station, or this 

person killed his entire family, this person drowned her children in bath tub. Really violent 

sadistic crimes every single day. So hearing this and thinking that this person would be your 

next-door neighbor, it was really stressful, the idea of that.   

  

And also, I didn’t have any friends at first and my husband is not the friendliest person so he 

didn’t really—he didn’t want to get too brotherly with anyone from the military so it took me a 

while to meet my own people, find people that are like-minded people, to be honest. So took me 
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a while but I kept myself occupied. I had my crafts and I was talking to my family. I had 

Internet. So it took me a while to get adjusted to it. Albuquerque wasn’t really a happy place for 

me to live, honestly. Because I visited it, what, last year again and I was so thankful that I have a 

home to come back to in Cheyenne. I just wanted to get out of there.  

  

Q: What do you like more about Cheyenne?  

  

Peters: [00:33:45] Safe. That is my favorite thing about here, it’s safe. And also, I like that—I 

mean driving in Albuquerque is very stressful. People can jump in front of you out of nowhere. 

In Cheyenne it’s much more peaceful, quiet, people are nicer to each other, people are more 

polite.  

So that’s my favorite thing about living in here compared to Albuquerque.  

  
Q: So one of the things you’re focusing on here is safety and crime and stuff. Was that not a 

thing back in Turkey when you lived there?  

  

Peters: [00:34:29] Izmir is a safe place too. I mean it also depends on the neighborhood you live 

in, but in our neighborhood I never heard of theft or crime, robbery, nothing. Izmir, I mean the 

neighborhoods I lived in Izmir it’s always been safe and good neighborhoods. It’s always been 

quiet places.  

  

Q: But you also, between living in Albuquerque and living in Cheyenne you guys came back to 

Izmir, right? For a period.  
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Peters: [00:34:57] We went to Adana. That’s where we were stationed, but of course I visited 

Izmir every once in a while.  

  

Q: Was that a safe place?  

  

Peters: [00:35:07] I mean we were on base and Adana was a nice place as well. It’s like the 

fourth or fifth biggest city in Turkey. We were mostly on base. But the thing is the area where 

the base is located is one of the worst areas in Adana. Like even Adana people are trying to avoid 

it. They just call it the village. The people who live in in downtown, they got nothing to do with 

the village where the base is. They try to avoid that area as much as possible because it is not 

very safe – high on poverty and crime. But on base there is a huge security. At the gates they 

have to check every car and they have to—you cannot enter the base without showing your 

identity. So I didn’t have any concerns about safety living in Adana as well.  

  

Q: But you mentioned when we were last speaking that there was some sort of terror threat there 

or something?  

  

Peters: There was.  

  

Q: That was keeping—you couldn’t leave the base for a while. Is that true?  
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Peters: [00:36:21] Yes. I mean based on the general’s orders we were under lockdown for about 

eight months.  

  

Q: During that time could you leave at all?  

  

Peters: [00:36:29] No, not at all. You weren’t even allowed to go outside of the gate. Let’s say if 

you need to go to—I mean we already had a hospital on base, but if you had to go to a hospital 

for an emergency where they did not have the stuff on the base clinic you had to go with a 

different shuttle. They had to arrange those trips outside the base only for very necessary stuff.  

  

Q: What did that feel like, being kind of on this American base in your own country for eight 

months unable to leave?  

  

Peters: [00:37:11] What bothered me the most is I didn’t have any say in all of that. I mean I was 

just like a puppy. They’d tell me to sit, I sit in my house. They tell me that we’re going to leave 

the country, I have to follow my master. So it wasn’t a good feeling, honestly, for a person like 

me who has her own mind about a lot of things. It was quite disturbing, but nothing to do. I just 

cannot put my husband’s career at risk, so I had to go as they say, and that’s what I did. But it 

was quite disturbing.   

  

Q: And how is that now as someone who–– your husband is still in the military, correct?   
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Peters: Yes.   

  

Q: Do you feel like you’re still controlled in that way by them?  

  

Peters: [00:38:00] I live on base. I still have to live by their rules. The thing is before the whole 

incident in Adana, before we were sent away from Adana with ordered departure, which was 

receiving a phone call at 10:00 P.M., a voice telling me to pack my bags and meet at the base 

airport around 2:00 or 3:00 A.M., before that incident I was quite involved in military life. I was a 

key spouse, I had my own friends and we were doing these fundraisers and all these military 

gatherings, we were organizing them and stuff. And after that my opinions changed a hundred 

percent. And before that I was thinking to myself, “well, if my son doesn’t want to go to college 

I would be okay to have him join the military. You know, he would see the world, he would get a 

good pay check and he would have a steady job.” But now if he wants to join the military, Navy, 

you name it, my reaction would be, “over my dead body, no way”.  

  

Q: Really?  

  

Peters: Yes.  

  

Q: Does your husband have a similar reaction?  
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Peters: [00:39:08] [laughs] I don’t know because at the time I told him, “This is what I think,” 

and he approved me, but I don’t know how he feels about it right now. And also, you know, our 

son is just five years old. Maybe, who knows, we will change our minds in the future if he wants 

to make that decision. So we’ll see.  

  

Q: Coming back to the United States and stuff here, when you got here did you get a sense of 

how people saw you and did it change how you saw yourself at all?  

  

Peters: After returning from Adana?  

  

Q: No, when you arrived in New Mexico originally the first time, did people—did they treat you 

the same as they treated other people or did you feel like because of something about you, 

whether it be your looks, your accent, you felt that there was any sort of difference?  

  
Peters: [00:40:15] I was lucky. I never met that kind of racist person or some person who has a 

specific hatred towards people from a Muslim country. I was lucky because I’m already a person 

who’s coming from a good family, I already had my bachelor’s degree when I first got here. In 

the military community they are called tag chasers, people who marry Americans for green cards 

or whatsoever. And obviously my level of education and, I don’t know, my background, it all 

showed people that I’m not just any ignorant tag chaser. To be blunt and honest. So that’s why I 

didn’t get a negative approach. And I start to make friends like in a year or two and some of 

them I still talk. I did not receive any negative or judgmental looks. So I would say that I’m one 

of the lucky ones.  
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Q: And when you came back to Cheyenne was it similar?  

  

Peters: [00:41:33] It was. Again, this time it was easier for me to make friends because I already 

knew that there will be another Turkish spouse coming to Cheyenne and luckily her husband 

works at the same squadron with mine and we became friends so quickly. And then one thing led 

to another and now we met more people and my other friends from Incirlik (Adana) came over, 

so we became this huge family in Cheyenne within let’s say three to four months. Again, I was 

lucky. I never met any prejudice or any racist comments or any, I don’t know, mentions, nothing. 

I’ve been lucky since I arrived in the U.S. I would say my entire life in the States since 2010 I 

did not receive any comments like that.   

  

Q: And prior to arriving in the U.S. how did you think of your racial and ethnic identity?  
 
 
 
Peters: [00:42:37] I didn’t think that I would get any racist comments. Well, I was sort of 

expecting it to a certain degree because at the time we already had 9/11. I knew that American 

people had a different view. And in my country I had to receive five shots in one day, five 

vaccinations in one day, because American government required me to get them for my visa, 

which was quite insulting and made me really angry, but I wanted that visa stamp in my passport 

so I was like whatever, bring it on, ten shots, whatever. So again, I knew of such practices. Some 

of them are really annoying, some of them are really irritating because I mean I know what I am, 

I have a good education, I can speak two foreign languages and I’m not just any third world 
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country citizen who’s looking to climb up the ladder by marrying an American husband. I 

already knew what I am, I knew where I was. So my race, my ethnicity, me being Turkish and 

me having a Muslim background, it didn’t bother me at all. I was actually ready to say 

something, I was ready to fight against it if I received any comments, but I was lucky, it never 

got there.  

  

Q: When you came here, and I’m not so much talking about racism per se, I’m actually talking 

about just how you see yourself in the world and how you would identify if someone asked you 

the question, “What’s your race or your ethnicity?” Did that change at all when you came here?  

  

Peters: [00:44:25] What happened is there are some Americans who have been stationed in 

Turkey before and the rest who are watching Turkey only from the news or have not even heard 

of it before, they usually expect to see a dark skinned Middle Eastern who has mastered riding a 

camel or who wears burkas or hijabs on her daily life. That’s the view of people basically. I 

mean even people who have worked in Turkey before, Americans, they were actually shocked to 

hear that I’m Turkish because I have fair skin. They were like, “So one of your parents is 

American, right?” I mean, no, born and raised in Turkey, like this is me. I don’t have to be dark 

skinned. I mean, I have family members who are naturally blonde and with green eyes. It didn’t 

change at all, but I know how people view Turkey. I’m just happy to represent that.   

  

All Turkish people are not people that you think of them. We’re not Arabs or we’re not Middle 

Easterns. We’re also educated people who are able to get good careers even at your companies or 
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your universities whatsoever. We’re not just—do not see us as an average Middle Eastern citizen 

because we have nothing to do with Arabs or any other Iranian, Iraqi culture. We’re just Turkish 

and we’re unique in that way. We’re not a Middle Eastern culture. So I’m just happy to represent 

myself in that way. So maybe that’s kind of reinforced my sense of race.  

  

Q: Are you white?  

  

Peters: [00:46:10] I think based on American standards I wouldn’t identify as white, but looking 

at it, I mean I’m fair skinned and I’ve got my DNA test done. I’m twenty-nine percent Greek, 

come to find out. Because I also know that my ancestors came from the Crete islands, it’s a fact.  

So based on American standards I’m not white, but I think I would identify as white.  

  

Q: So you would identify as white?  

  

Peters: [00:46:42] I guess so. But you know, based on American standards like you have to be 

English, Irish. Because I know that they don’t even accept French and Italian people as white.  

 

Q: I think they do. 

  

Peters: Not my husband’s family.  

  

Q: Really?  
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Peters: [00:46:58] So I don’t know, like looking at my skin color I think I identify as white.  

  

Q: So have you had any interactions with your husband’s family around race? I mean how do 

you know that they don’t consider French and Italian people to be white?  

  

Peters: [00:47:15] My husband’s family, they are British and Irish originated, from Wales and 

Ireland. They have always been so welcoming to me. They’ve always been so nice and they’ve 

always been so friendly. I never received any negative comments. But every family has to have 

one, the racist uncle, good old-fashioned family racism during Thanksgiving dinners kind of talk. 

I mean of course that happens every once in a while too, but it doesn’t bother me, honestly. But 

his family, his parents are over fifty years old, they have their own views and they have their 

own perceptions of the world. They have been teenagers in like 1960s, ‘70s, so their perception 

is way different, but they have always been very welcoming and friendly to me. I didn’t have any 

issues about that.  

  

Q: So you said that you identify as white though.  
 
 
Peters: I think so, yes.  

  

Q: When did you start thinking about that, though? Was that something you thought about back 

in Turkey or is it something you’re just thinking about now because I’ve asked you the question?  
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Peters: [00:48:38] Back in Turkey in hospital forms or in any other forms that you file there is no 

section where you have to talk about your race, ethnicity, whatsoever. It only asks you where 

you’re from, the city you were born in, that’s it. And the information you have to provide is 

already on your ID. But in here it asks you and since the first time I had to file such form I 

thought about it because technically I’m born in the continent of Asia but I’m not Asian based on 

American standards. And am I European? I don’t know. We have a part of Turkey in Europe, but  

I’m not born in that part of Turkey. And I’m fair skinned, but I have a Muslim background and 

I’m born in Turkey which is stuck in between Asia, Middle East, and Europe. So it’s a very 

complicated situation for me, but thinking about it right now, I don’t know, I think I’m more 

close to the white race judging by the color of my skin, not judging by where I was born, to be 

more specific.  

  

Q: Interesting. When you got here you said previously you put other on the survey though, right?  

  

Peters: [00:50:00] Yes, most of the time I put other because, you know, how am I going to 

explain myself to these people? It’s just a stupid form for a hospital so I just— “other” [makes 

“checking box” gesture]. Just chose the easy way out, honestly.  

 

Q: Coming from a place like Turkey what do you think of our whole racial classification system 

here?  
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Peters: [00:50:18] Well, Turkey has a very diverse population as well because for hundreds of 

years, the Ottoman Empire, we had people from seventy different nations. Still their children or 

their great grandchildren are living there. So we had several different religions, races, people 

who immigrate from different countries. But in Turkey, as I mentioned, you never have to state 

your ethnicity, but if you ask, someone would say that they are Kurd or they are Laz or they’re 

Jewish, et cetera. Me, I have ancestors who lived in Crete, but they happened to be Turkish-

Muslim people living in Crete. But you never had to specify this in a formal way. Which makes 

us a more unified nation, in my opinion, but right now with the efforts of politicians they are 

trying to separate that.  

  

Q: In Turkey, you mean?  

  

Peters: [00:51:25] Yes. Which is, I would say, their evil intentions. But in here, in the States, I 

believe the more we emphasize those kind of things—well, okay, for some places, for example 

in medical places, it may make sense because different races may require different treatment 

methods. I don’t know, maybe it has some scientific background. But the more this is 

emphasized everywhere else without any specific reason, I think this does not contribute to 

creating a country that is unified. So I don’t think this has much benefit to creating a sense of a 

unified country.  

 

Q: Where do you see it being emphasized?  
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Peters: [00:52:14] In a lot of places, even for applying jobs, I had to answer questions like are 

you Hispanic, are you black, are you this, are you that. So it’s basically asked everywhere, 

wherever you go. It could be a hospital, it could be any sort of form that you’re filing regarding a 

job or, I don’t know, it’s emphasized everywhere basically. I’ve seen it a lot. And my 

perspective is different because this wasn’t asked to me for about twenty-five years living in 

Turkey. Now seeing this, now noticing this, my level of perception is higher. So I have a 

different perspective on that.  

  

Q: So we’re talking about classification on forms, but like what about in everyday life? Do you 

think that—is race something that people really see here in everyday life that has like a meaning, 

you know?  

  

Peters: [00:53:13] I mean you cannot separate your race from your identity. Like this is who you 

are. And the race topic being emphasized everywhere else in life and let’s say the crimes related 

to race and everything, this just adds up to a sense of identity, this just creates an in-group, 

outgroup difference. So I believe this is how—this becomes you. You cannot live without 

noticing this. This becomes you, this becomes what you are. You cannot just ignore it or not 

think about it for a moment. I think this just goes hand in hand together with your identity and 

your ethnic background.  

  
Q: How do you see your identity? Like not just racially but what are the real parts of your 

identity that you really—that come to mind that are like the most important big chunks of it?  
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Peters: [00:54:12] Well, first of all I identify as an immigrant. I’m still not a citizen. And then 

when people try to talk about how Turkey looks and how is it in Turkey and stuff, I try to 

emphasize the parts that a lot of things are different than what they see on news. It’s not like 

we’re riding on camels and living in our sand castles built in the desert. So that’s what I’m trying 

to emphasize. Like please don’t come to me with your ignorance. I like curiosity, but if it is 

mixed with ignorance that’s when I kind of snap.  

  

Q: Are there any situations where you encounter that, curiosity mixed with ignorance or one or 

the other?  

  

Peters: [00:55:06] That has happened a lot, but ignorance with let’s say naïve intentions, not bad 

intentions. For example, one person asked me, we were just becoming friends with this girl and 

one day I remember she put her hand on my knee saying, “So how was it like to grow up in a 

Muslim country?” Like she was probably thinking that I had a very sad adolescence and 

probably getting beaten up by my dad and not being allowed out of the house. I think that’s 

probably what she had in her mind. But the thing is I probably did more crazy stuff than she did 

when she was in my age. So I just do not like it when people—oh, in another case one person 

asked me, “So I heard when military goes to Turkey they go through this orientation telling that 

Turkish people steal their stuff.” I mean I just, I couldn’t find anything to say at the moment.  
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Like my jaw dropped and I was like, “You know what, that’s a tradition in Izmir. We actually go 

around stealing American people’s stuff.” Like what do you expect me to say? “We’re all 

thieves, sorry.”  

  

Q: How did you react then?  

  

Peters: [00:56:25] No, I just made a joke and then I was like, “Just depends where you live.” You 

know, theft is a worldwide thing. It happens wherever you go even if you live in the richest 

neighborhood. I mean it’s just not an Izmir thing, it’s not a Turkish thing. So, that you have to 

know. Sometimes I’m just so amazed by the ignorance that I just laugh and walk away.  

  

Q: What are some instances where it was more curiosity? Because you said that you can’t stand 

this curiosity mixed with ignorance and it kind of makes you upset in some way, especially when 

it’s aimed at Turkey, but you also said that it’s a difference, that there’s like chances where you 

or there’s instances where you feel like there’s—  

  

Peters: Bad intentions?  

  

Q: Or I don’t know, were those good intentioned people, the one instance you just told?  
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Peters: [00:57:35] Well, they were all good intentions. I did not meet anyone with the bad 

intentions or trying to come at me with their hateful comments. I didn’t have any encounters like 

that. What I don’t like is sometimes there’s—some of the comments are just lacking common 

sense, that’s what I’m trying to say. Like that theft comment. I mean well, yes, if you leave your 

door unlocked, if you just leave your stuff out there, somebody would come take it. That happens 

all around the world, it doesn’t matter where you go. But just boiling it down to being a Turkish 

thing, being a Turkish habit, that is pure idiotic in my opinion. So that’s what I’m trying to say.  

  

Q: You’re someone who’s interacted with Americans, both here in Cheyenne, which is not a very 

international place, and in the military where these people are living abroad for extended periods 

of time. Do you get a sense of how Americans—do we know anything about the rest of the world 

really? [Laughter] Or do we just think we know things? What’s been your experience with that? 

Not to group all Americans in one, but like here in Cheyenne—Albuquerque is a more 

international place—the military is very racially diverse, but people are often sequestered to 

bases and stuff. You know, do Americans understand other parts of the world as a whole?  

  

Peters: [00:59:10] As you mentioned, I don’t like to just talk about it one big stereotype, but the 

way I see it is some people, some of the Americans, they are just so isolated from the rest of the 

world. Like for them this is where it’s all at and nothing else. I mean my own brother-in-law, 

once we went to Canada with my husband and when we were checking for our ferry for return 

we couldn’t find any tickets when we were already in our trip. We already bought the ferry that 

goes to Canada, but we couldn’t find any return tickets. And he goes, “Oh, my goodness, you 
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guys will be in Canada, eww.” Like it is Canada. I mean it’s not much different than the U.S. He 

still thinks that this is where it’s all at. There is nothing to see, there is nothing worth seeing in 

Europe, Canada is just yuck, Turkey, out of question. Well, he doesn’t say it, but I know. He 

likes me but some people are just this way. America and this is the best country in the world and 

anywhere else in the world has nothing else to offer. I mean this is more like the elderly 

generation. In young people, I do not see this approach often.   

  

And for others, they are curious to learn, they are curious to find out, and they are genuinely 

curious when they’re asking these questions, especially the questions about how we live, what 

we eat, what our cuisine is like, and how the life is for the younger generation. They are 

genuinely curious when they’re asking these questions. And again, there are also other people 

who are just loud and proud wherever you go. Like you can find this group of Americans, 

especially in the military, some people do not have a good sense of being a guest in foreign 

countries.   

  

For example, in Germany I heard that this person who happens to own a restaurant in Germany, 

he actually asked a group of Americans eating in there to leave his restaurant, because he just 

didn’t like them there. And I think in his defense he said that they are so loud, they have no 

manners and whatsoever. So I don’t know. Americans just have a strong presence wherever they 

go. This is my observation. Like in a crowd—I mean I’ve been to several trips around Europe 

and I’ve taken a Greek cruise, I mean in a crowd I can immediately spot who’s American and 
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who’s Turkish. Because Turkish people have a strong presence as well, but American people do 

too.  

  

Q: How do you spot the Americans?  

  

Peters: [01:02:28] You can ask the same question to people from Europe, the first thing they will 

say is they are loud. I would agree. I would say a lot of Americans are pretty considerate about 

that loudness thing, but sometimes you would see them being loud, loud laughing. They like to 

“party hard,” to put it in an American term. And then, I don’t know, the way they dress most of 

the time, that gives me a lot of clues. They like to be comfortable. You can’t see many 

Americans being all fancy and stuff. For example, I know I stand out a lot at work with the way I 

dress because this is how I like to present myself to my students and to my colleagues, but 

people prefer dressing more comfortably. So it’s just simple differences, simple cultural 

differences, the way people want to present themselves.  

  

Q: So there’s a group of Americans that’s really curious and stuff. But the instances you were 

talking about before, people who were really curious, it’s often mixed with this ignorance in a 

way where they ask questions that are kind of ridiculous. Is that the majority of times someone is 

curious? Do they ask a ridiculous question? Or is it actually, are there people who ask, “What is 

your general experience?” When people ask you about the place that you’re from and they ask 

you about your culture, there’s obviously a curiosity there and most of the time it seems like 
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people have good intentions, but like how much of the time are people asking ignorant 

questions?  

  
Peters: [01:04:17] I mean how you define ignorance, it changes from person to person. And for 

me I would say, I don’t know, I can easily spot a lot of people’s ignorance. But if you look at it, 

many people still think that Turkish people use the Arabic alphabet. A lot of people were 

actually surprised that I use Latin alphabet. Which is interesting to me because I do not have a 

single clue about the Arabic alphabet. I was born and raised with the Latin alphabet with the 

Latin letters and a lot of people think that we speak Arabic and a lot of people think that we wear 

those hijabs and burkas. And to be honest, I do not have a single person in my family or among 

my friends who wears that hijab thing. I don’t know if I’m coming from a very sterile 

background, but that’s how it is. I mean ignorant questions is mostly about, not specifically 

ignorant about Turkey but lacking common sense, thinking that some things are just global. It 

can happen anywhere around the world, but they’re just so isolated from the rest of the world 

that they think that it is only specific for Turkey or Turkish Muslim culture.  

  

Q: You mentioned before the news. I wanted to ask you about that. Do you watch the news or do 

you read the news?  

  

Peters: [01:06:08] Sometimes. I do read the news, but watching it from a nationwide channel like 

CBS [Columbia Broadcasting System] and stuff, I mean hardly ever. We sometimes watch local 

news and that’s it. Most often now we watch local news actually.  
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Q: What do you think of the news here?  

  
Peters: [01:06:28] It’s also different to me. The first time I watched in Albuquerque, the first 

time I ever watched I remember very clearly, this guy, he was issued a government vehicle and 

he used it in his lunchtime to take his mother to a doctor’s appointment. I mean this is like every 

day, very, very natural thing in Turkey. Yes, government gives you privileges and you abuse 

them. That’s how it works in Turkey unfortunately. But in here this was on the news as if this 

guy killed a person. So that actually gave me the idea about how strong the law is in here, which 

I liked. And then other than that the local news is just, it doesn’t give you much. It’s a very 

closed circuit. It doesn’t give you much info, but it’s basically like keeping you up to date with 

what happens in your community and that’s it. It doesn’t give you much idea about what is going 

on in the world. So imagine an elderly person who’s only watching the local news every day. 

Well, of course they think that this country is where it’s all at because they do not see any other 

parts of the world or they do not hear about the other parts of the world.  

  

Q: Was news in Turkey different?  

  

Peters: [01:07:48] Oh, yes. We don’t have—well, we do have local channels, but at first they 

have to cover everything that happens in the entire country.  

  

Q: What about the outside world though? Because you were just saying that in America the news 

is often so inwardly focused on the local community or nationally. Is Turkey any different?  
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Peters: [01:08:08] In Turkey when you watch the major channels of course it covers the entire 

world, like what’s happening in the world because naturally Turkey is affected from that too. I 

mean our relationship with the States and Europe and all that. First it covers the entire world and 

then what’s happening all around Turkey. But if you watch a local channel, which we never 

really did, first it has to cover what’s going on in the world like let’s say if it’s a very, very big 

event, and then it covers Turkey and then covers what’s going on in the city.  

  

Q: How can Americans learn more about what’s going on in the rest of the world?  

  

Peters: [01:08:52] I always say this to my students, we are living in an age where it is so easy to 

access information, so ignorance is no excuse. I mean it’s not like we’re burning books or the 

church is controlling what people can and cannot read. You have this phone in your hand that 

you use hours a day to keep up to date with the daily gossip about what’s happening with your 

friend and her boyfriend every day, so ignorance is no excuse. We just do not know how to 

benefit from all these means we have. Even my students, the internet is right in front of them and 

instead of taking a few minutes to make that research they email me, so I can find them resources 

and then send it back to them. We’re just not willing to use our means, I guess. We just like to 

cut corners and we choose the easy way out.  

  

Q: Do you think people asking you questions about Turkey that seem ignorant is the easy way 

out?  
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Peters: [01:10:00] No. I mean it’s more different to learn from a local rather than reading on the 

internet. It’s more different to learn from a local’s experience. For example, they asked me about 

the culture shock I had when I first moved to the States and what was different for me, what was 

the thing that surprised me the most, for example. Or like an interesting experience that was 

very, very odd for me the first time I witnessed it. So they like to learn about these first time 

experiences. And I’m happy to answer that. But even if they come to me with a question like, 

“Do people who bomb everybody else, do they go to the heaven, do they meet the virgins and 

whatsoever?” I’d still be willing to answer them because I do not like ignorance and if I can 

contribute to increasing their level of information I’m happy to do so for my students.  

  

Q: Those are your students, yes. So talk to me a little bit about the International Club. How did 

you guys get that started?  

  

Peters: [01:11:16] First it was me and my Turkish friend. We arrived in Cheyenne and then my 

people from Incirlik (Adana), they came to Cheyenne. They were all Americans, by the way. 

And then we met this lady, who happens to be Albanian, in Europe, but she immigrated to 

Turkey when she was six years old with her family. So she grew up in Turkey and she could 

speak Turkish just like we do and then we started to see this other people from Ukraine, such as 

Iryna, and we met her and she had her own community of Ukrainians and Russians. And we 

were thinking to ourselves, like just us in Cheyenne, such diversity being in such a small city. 

We started to think who else is out there? And then we started the International Club and worked 

it out. People added each other and now we have people from Dominican Republic, Netherlands, 
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Germany, France, Malaysia, Puerto Rico, Poland, Japan, China too I guess. Like everywhere 

else. So that’s how it all started. Still each time we gather we see a new face, which I like.  

  

Q: What do you guys talk about when you get together?  

  

Peters: [01:12:50] [laughs] It’s all women right now. Sometimes people like to bring husbands 

too, but you know, husbands are usually American. We have one Mexican lady; her husband is 

Mexican as well. I mean it’s usually like everyday gossip, how children are doing, how we’re 

doing at work and whatsoever. But sometimes people like to talk about the cultural differences 

too such as what’s weird to them compared to how it is in their country and how it is in the 

States. Sometimes we like to talk about those embarrassing memories. I’m sure everybody can 

write a book about that because there is a lot during that adjustment period. So that’s what we 

usually talk about.  

  

Q: And you said there’s one Mexican family. There are quite a few Mexican immigrants in the 

town. Are they not part of the International Club?  

  

Peters: [01:13:53] We have a few people who identify as Hispanics, but some of them are born 

and raised in America, some of them still have family in Mexico. For example, a Puerto Rican 

friend of mine, she said that overall she likes Cheyenne, but there is no diversity in here 

compared to how it was in Virginia where she came from. So we’re basically open to anyone 

who wants to find out more about new cultures and we have American friends too who are white 
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Americans I would say. But you’re right, the Mexican—we don’t have a large Hispanic 

population in here from what I observed.  

  

Q: In the club or in Cheyenne?  

  

Peters: In general.  

  

Q: What language do you guys speak when you guys all get together?  

  

Peters: English.  

  

Q: Are there any side breakout groups? Like do you break out into—  

  

Peters: [01:14:55] Ukrainians. Sometimes they—I mean they are majority.  

  

Q: Ukrainians?  

  

Peters: Yes, Ukrainians.  

  

Q: Russian speaking?  

  
Peters: [01:15:03] Yes, Russian speaking let’s say. I mean sometimes in between them they may 

talk Russian, but it’s like, “Yeah, this is what I had to do with my child.” Just regular 
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conversation. And sometimes I just slide and I start speaking Turkish to my friends. So yes, it 

happens, but we all know that when we start speaking a different language it’s not like we’re 

gossiping about anyone in the room. It’s just everyday stuff that we’re talking about.  

  

Q: What percentage of people in the group are white?  

  

Peters: [01:15:43] That’s a difficult question. I would say quite low. Well, I think we can count 

the Ukrainians as the white population too. And then we have Asians. We have Japanese people 

and we have Europeans, but I can’t say they come to every meeting. So it’s mostly—I don’t 

know, that’s quite interesting actually, come to think about it. I would say there’s a big diversity.  

You cannot say, “This is the majority ethnicity in the club.” But I think it’s Ukrainians mostly.  

So if you consider them white, well yes, again, white majority.  

  

Q: Talking about diversity in Cheyenne and you were saying that this office is a safe space, right, 

or something? That you’re a trained—  

  

Peters: Safe zone.  

  

Q: Safe zone. And you’ve been trained in, what did you call it before?  

  
Peters: [01:16:52] It’s called a safe zone training and it was mainly about the LGBT community. 

We have a lot of students and for some of them it’s hard to—like they identify as themselves in 

one way, but the approach they get from the professor or the other students is completely 
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different and this is quite hard for them. So this training was eye-opening in that way. It was 

basically about that, you know, the terminology for the LGBT community and how to approach 

the students. For example, how you identify and your preferred name and that kind of stuff. So it 

was quite beneficial.  

  

Q: You enjoyed it?  

  

Peters: Oh, yes.  

  

Q: And what about the LGBTQ community in Cheyenne?  

  

Peters: [01:17:50] From what I found out—you know, Cheyenne is predominantly Republican. 

What I found out is you may be booted out of your house without any particular explanation, but 

the reason is pretty clear because you’re gay and you’re living with your partner. So I don’t think 

they’re quite friendly from what I listened from their experiences. But I think Cheyenne is still in 

that state of tolerance. Because right now LGBT community does not like the word tolerance. 

They prefer the word acceptance. I think Cheyenne is still in the tolerance stage. They’re slowly 

climbing up to the acceptance stage about gay people.  

  

Q: Yeah. [Pause] I’m getting tired. [laughter]  
  

Peters: I can tell.  
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Q: Yeah, it’s the end of the day for me. Do you have anything else you want to talk about?  

Anything that’s really on top of your mind that you want to say?  

  

Peters: [01:19:12] One thing about gay community is my child goes to a private school right 

now, going to a Montessori school, and in there I notice that they have two to three gay 

assistants, teacher assistants. Okay, it is not appropriate to make assumptions, but well, yes, I can 

tell from their French manicured nails, they have better nails than I do. Normally you would 

expect parents to have some sort of prejudice against these people considering the general view 

in here, but I did not hear any complaints from parents or any other weird approach. Well, I don’t 

know if there was, but personally I did not hear anything. And like it’s been—my son has started 

there in August and one school year is almost complete and those kids are still working there. 

Actually, one of them will be my student next year, hopefully.  

  

Q: Really?  

  

Peters: [01:20:30] I think it depends on the kind of people that you interact with. Like the level of 

education maybe has something to do with this. I think it depends on who you are with. And the 

people who send their kids to that school, they’re usually the, I would say working class people, 

both parents are working. So it would be, I would say, upper middle-class kind of people. I 

didn’t hear negative comments about the teacher assistants working in there. Which is a good 

thing. I think people are slowly learning to have more acceptance, accept people for who they 

are. Which is a plus for Cheyenne.  
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Q: Reminds me, because you teach so many younger people or maybe people a little older but 

still probably, I would say the majority of your students are probably below thirty, I would 

guess?  

  

Peters: Yes, they are.  

  

Q: Thirty-five maybe. How are they? How do they interact with each other? Do they get along?  

Is it accepting? Do you notice any sort of prejudices or anything like that?  

  

Peters: [01:22:08] We had one incident. We were talking about the payment gap between 

genders and I have five single mothers in my classroom and they are very hard-working girls. 

They have to juggle a lot of responsibilities and school on top of that. And one person, he said, 

“Well, life choices?” He was saying it in a way like, “Duh, you guys don’t get it?” And I was 

like, “So what are these life choices? Enlighten me, explain to me.” Because I’m always open for 

discussion. I wanted to learn his perspective. So he’s trying to put me as an example. “How 

many hours a week do you work and how about your husband?”   

  
First of all, I’m a part-time person and my husband is a fulltime worker so we are completely 

different. He’s in the military and I’m in here, it is two different topics. And then one of the 

single mothers said that she had to work at this fast food place and she was a manager and there 

was also another manager; they were at the same level in the hierarchy, but when you look at it 

she was getting sixty-five cents less in an hour even though she was doing more work than him, 
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as she stated. She goes, “how is this a life choice? Like what can I do? I cannot choose who I am. 

This is the package I was born with. So how is it life choices?”  

  

Things got a bit tense and then he kind of started to cursing. Even a few male students actually 

stood up to him trying to protect the girls. You know, they go to the same college, they pay the 

same with us, but when it comes to the job field it doesn’t make any sense that they get paid less. 

This almost created a huge incident in the class and I just immediately wrapped the whole thing 

up, “All right, let’s get calm, deep breaths.” Because I like discussion, I like debate, but if people 

start cursing at each other and it gets really wild. As the instructor I have to step up and give a 

stop to that. Other than that, I mean I did not witness anything else. Usually they are friendly to 

each other. I can tell that as the end of the year is approaching they are more getting to know 

each other better and helping for homework and stuff. That’s my class climate.  

  

Q: Is there anything else I should know about you or Cheyenne that I should keep in mind going 

forward?  

  

Peters: [01:15:00] Did you have any chance to go to the restaurant? I see you went to Paramount.  
  

Q: Yes, I’ve been around. I meant more generally though, like about Cheyenne as a town. Like 

anything that you think I may be not asking about that I should pay more attention to or 

something? Or even things I’m not asking you that I should pay more attention to.  
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Peters: [01:15:18] I don’t know. Again, it depends on who you’re talking with. I always say this. 

You may meet a person, you may feel like you totally hit it off with this person, like you could 

become friends and start hanging out, and then out of nowhere you start to see these weird posts 

on Facebook, incredibly bigot type of stuff, I would say. Things that have nothing to do with 

science or logic or being considerate whatsoever. So you never know what can come out after 

once you start scratching the surface. It’s always good to keep a safe distance.  

  

Q: It seems to be something that I’m finding more and more is people are really friendly face to 

face, but Facebook really brings out really bad things in people, it seems, in a way. I don’t know, 

maybe it’s that they feel like it’s less real to them almost so they can engage their most, I don’t 

know, inner—I don’t know what to call them. Prejudices, whatever.  

  

Peters: [01:16:37] You know how it all started on the internet, we all had nicknames? We were 

hiding behind nicknames. I mean you would be this guy that nobody cares about in your daily 

life, at your workplace or in your house whatsoever, but on the internet you are Sexy Tiger 666, 

you know? [Laughter] So that’s how we all started. We just had this comfort in being 

anonymous. And then Facebook came into our lives. We all had to take off our mask and put our 

names and surnames there. So I think we still have that sense of—we still feel that it is not 

totally real. So that’s why we find this right in ourselves to share any racist or bigoted comment 

we have.   
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But for social media I do not like to share any political stuff or religious or patriotic stuff 

whatsoever. All I share is, I don’t know, my son’s pictures or trips. Just that, nothing else. I try to 

stay away from the drama because it gets—it can get really ugly from what I see sometimes on 

those news pages and stuff. As humanity, as people, we are still not in that level of maturity to 

know how to discuss with each other. So that’s why I try to stay away from that kind of stuff. 

Even between friends, even the people that you think you know, it can just escalate too quickly.  

  

Q: Great. Well, thank you so much, Irem, for speaking with me today. And obviously if you 

think of anything that you want to talk about you’re welcome to send me a message and we can 

find the time to talk about it and whatever. So, thank you so much.  

  

Peters: Well thanks for contacting me.  

  

Q: Of course. Cool. I’m going to turn off the recorder.  

  

Peters: Glad I got to help.  

  

[END OF INTERVIEW]  
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