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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Michelle Nuckols 

conducted by Whitney Dow on January 28, 2018. This interview is part of the Study on White 

People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



 

 

Q: So, first of all, can you tell me your name, where you’re from, and a little about yourself? 

 

Nuckols: First and last name? 

 

Q: Whatever you feel is—  

 

Nuckols: [12:22:58] My name is Michelle. I am from Richmond, Virginia. I grew up in a small 

town just northeast of here called Mechanicsville [Virginia]. And I’ve traveled around, but I’ve 

pretty much just lived here my entire life and I am a bank teller at the moment. I also have 

another job, but I’m quitting that job like next week so it’s—I’ll be just a bank teller. And then I 

work, do art commissions for people online. I do little cartoons of—people ask me to draw —I’m 

a huge nerd and so I play a lot of like Dungeons & Dragons or like stuff like that and people like 

to invent characters and like to see their own characters realized, and so I illustrate people’s 

characters for them, basically, for money—actual money, like real dollars. That’s— [laughs] 

 

Q: Not bitcoin?  

 

Nuckols: Not bitcoin. I wish, man. [Laughs] That would be nice. [Laughs]  
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Q: That’s funny. Yes, that’s really interesting. How did you get into illustrating people’s 

Dungeons & Dragons characters?  

 

Nuckols: [12:23:57] Oh. So I play a lot of it because I am a dork, as I said. So, well, actually I 

play more World of Darkness now, not that anybody would know what that is. But [laughs] — 

and I would draw all my own characters and all my friends’ characters on the backs of all the 

sheets, because you would play with paper. Now I play online and there’s not as much paper, so 

I’ll just draw on—I used to start drawing just on like a tablet. And then I would send my friends 

their stuff and then I actually did a twitstream for a while where I would take like live requests 

and then like illustrate it live for people.  

 

And then that got to be a little bit of a hassle, but I still draw and I just advertise on like Reddit 

and ask people to send me the descriptions of their characters and maybe a story about them so I 

can know attitudes and stuff like that and then I will draw it out and I’ll like—it’s like cheaper 

for line art than it is for full color, et cetera, but yes, so it’s, it’s just fun like that. I like to 

illustrate and hear about people’s different creative ideas and stories, because I like encouraging 

people to come up with characters and stories and all kinds of stuff like that, so, it’s fun to do. 

[Laughs]  

 

Q: That’s a really cool, that’s a really good story. My daughter is not an illustrator—she draws 

all the time. She’s sixteen, but she’s always drawing fantasy characters, yes, she’s all, like 

they’re always these like crazy warrior women or [crosstalk]— 
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Nuckols: [12:25:18] Yes, yes. When I was in high school I would draw on the backs of all of my 

quizzes and tests and then, in one of my history classes, we had these big old cardboard like anti-

cheating things that we would put up every time. And I would draw all over the inside [laughs] 

of them whenever I was done. So [laughs]—no, that was fun. I have sketchbooks full of like 

mermaids and people holding swords and stuff from when I was a teenager, so yes. 

 

Q: That’s so funny. [Laughter] So what was it like growing in Richmond? What was your 

neighborhood like? What was your community like? What was your experience as a 

Richmondite?    

 

Nuckols: [12:26:53] Okay. So I have a bit of an eclectic background. I grew up in a very 

Evangelical home, a super Evangelical home and when I was younger I went to like a Christian 

school, an elementary school and in this small town, it was kind of rural, though it’s way more 

suburbanite now than it used to be. Like a Walmart was built there in my lifetime, [laughs] so 

you know, it’s getting a lot bigger. I worked at the Cracker Barrel for like four years as a 

teenager and it—so I grew up in a small town, I grew up, I went to like a Christian school and 

then I was, I went to like a different Christian school where they enforced like a dress code and, 

oh, my poor dad—he got us a trampoline because we couldn’t stand it. [Laughs] So [laughs] we 

were just so cooped up in that second place; it was much more rigid than the first place.  

 

And then another year we tried to do like a group home school thing with like some other people, 

but the lady who was running it was way more of a – liked the idea of teaching children than 

actually knew how to teach children. So our dad pulled us out of that and basically while my 
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mom was going through like dental school or setting up the beginnings of her dental practice, my 

dad would basically type up lesson plans for us, leave it, go to work, we would teach ourselves 

for like, this was like my seventh grade year—and then he would come back and like grade our 

work, so he was actually great about making sure we tried to get educated, because it was too 

late to enroll us. He wanted to enroll us in public school, but my mom didn’t want us to, so. 

Then the next year, in eighth grade and then all through high school I went to public school. So, 

yes. [Laughs]  

 

Q: That’s a wild story. What was the community like that you were in? Was it, the community 

you grew up in, what were the demographics? Was it mostly Evangelical? Were you— 

 

Nuckols: [12:27:55] The community that I grew up in was very—I grew up very ingrained 

because my mom was very involved in the church that we went to. So the community was very 

Pentecostal/Evangelical. So I would go to a lot of camps and stuff like that as a kid. It was 

mostly white. There were very few minority people there. [Laughs] I don’t want to speak bad 

about it, because they were just honestly people who were trying their best. And they would very 

much get caught up in this idea of like – a lot of people would be very caught up in the spiritual 

idea of like the purity of children and, like the power of their souls and there was a lot of—a lot 

of the more crazier Pentecostal things you’ll see where people will like fall down and like just 

speak random sounds and we were encouraged to participate in all of that. So yes, that was 

[laughs].  
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But I went to church every Sunday, every Wednesday. I would Thursday, sometimes, too, if I 

had like choir practice, although I didn’t particularly like the choir because I could read music 

and a lot of the people in the choir couldn’t. So when I was an impatient child and [laughs] didn’t 

like having to wait, so I would just do like the small ensemble, where it was like three people go 

up and sing a lot of the worship songs on a Sunday and—yes, so, it was…yup. [Laughs]  

 

Q: And do you remember race being talked about when you were growing up? Or was it an issue 

in your house, in your community? Did people think about it? 

 

Nuckols: [12:29:54] Race was not—I mean, we were taught that being racist was bad, you know. 

So, you were never supposed to hate somebody based off of the color of their skin or anything 

like that. That was just straight up bad and wrong and all this. But there absolutely wasn’t always 

a lot of acceptance either. So it was a lot of, hmm, how do I put this? Ah, White Savior Complex; 

that, a lot of that. We would go into like, we would go on missions trips where we would go to 

Africa for like two weeks and think we were doing something amazing. 

 

And like sure, the organization that continually sends people there and like helps build 

communities and build wells and all that stuff, they’re amazing. The people who go for two 

weeks, take pictures with a bunch of kids that are less fortunate than they are and then feel super 

spiritual about it later, that’s kind of awful. And I absolutely did that and felt that way and then 

didn’t realize until later that that was kind of awful.  
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Yes, because you go and then you think, oh, like now, these people are so much less advantaged 

and your heart really does go out them because humans are very sympathetic people. They’re 

very sympathetic creatures and they want to help, but then they don’t know how and so they just 

kind of go to like—I didn’t speak any French or [unclear]—I just went there and like, I helped 

with – I  would like serve the food in basically, essentially what was the cafeteria that was open 

air with like benches and stuff like two of the kids at this like kids’ camp.  

 

And I would do like puppets over a played soundtrack. I mean, I was a teenager, so I didn’t quite 

know better, but I wish kind of that I could go back and make a better impact than what I was 

doing. So. And you would do that also, it wasn’t just abroad, it was local communities, too. They 

would like set up things—it was actually, like some of the stuff was very good. They would set 

up like donations for like school supplies and toys and whatnot to like a lot of the more 

disadvantaged communities in Richmond and stuff like that. But then you would absolutely go 

there and there was, you know, ninety-percent African American and you’re like a white person 

and you’re like, “Oh, I’m coming to help these people,” and it was absolutely a little bit of that 

kind of —like you would do it and that’s what was so dangerous, is you were doing it out of 

compassion and so then, you’re doing the right thing, but you absolutely feel a little superior, but 

you probably wouldn’t even realize that that was the case.  

 

Q: And how did growing up in this way, like help or contribute to your sense of your racial 

identity? 
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Nuckols: [12:32:38] I felt a lot of guilt about it later and I still do. So not guilt because I’m white, 

but guilt because I didn’t open my eyes to—they would do a lot of like donations and stuff like 

this, but they wouldn’t do anything to affect change for the actual situation, especially in like 

politics; they were all very right-wing. So they wouldn’t do anything to act; they would be very 

compassionate in person but then in the way that they would vote and all this kind of stuff, 

they’d get very angry about like welfare or Social Security, Medicaid, stuff like that and they 

wouldn’t—so growing up and then trying to—I’m not ashamed of being white, like it’s just how 

I was born. Just like no one should be ashamed of being a race. 

 

But you should also understand and I should understand and still try to understand better the 

privilege that that comes with and try to work to not – to be sensitive and to – but just being 

sensitive is not enough; you have to actually like work to try to change people’s minds and make 

them more aware and like actually help people without feeling like a savior about it.  

 

Q: And how about your other siblings, your family? It sounds like you have a different world 

perspective than probably some of your family members now and is that accurate? 

 

Nuckols: [12:34:14] Yes, so like I said, we were always taught that racism was bad. It was 

absolutely one of those things where, that you hear people say, where they’re like you know, I 

don’t see color, that kind of thing and it’s just not the way you should handle that. But like, I 

don’t think that they necessarily, I think they just don’t think about it, honestly. I think they just 

straight up don’t think about it. They don’t have hatred towards other races. They just don’t think 
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about how a lot of things affect them. So like, I’m going to sound like one of those people who’s 

like, but I have black friends, which – that is not what I’m trying to do. 

 

But like my father is dating an African American woman. And he’s dated like, Indian women as 

well and a couple other things, but like and I also have—so I’m just using this as an example of 

like this is not something that a lot of people kind of tend to equate with like the white 

Evangelical, where they’re like I wouldn’t let my kid like date a black man or something like 

that. That was never a thing.  

 

Sorry, just summing up again, I just think they just don’t think about it and they don’t think 

about how a lot of their internal judgments can hurt other people and they don’t always realize 

the—oh goodness, I had somebody on the Internet like a while ago post a big —someone who 

was a big part of the church that I grew up in, and he posted a big thing about how people didn’t 

used to get offended at racial slurs and that they could all just be used as like a community thing, 

because everybody like, and you can call me like a silly gringo or whatever and I’m like, that’s 

not, no, honey, [laughs] no. [Laughs] They mean well and then they’re just stupidly blind to their 

own advantages. 

 

Q: Are you still a Pentecostal/Evangelical? 

 

Nuckols: [12:36:24] No. [Laughs] No, no and the reason why is based more on—and I found 

actually that there’s a lot of other kids who I grew up with that I knew, that I’ve basically 

reconnected with recently, are also no longer Pentecostal/Evangelicals. Some of them moved to 
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different churches. Some of them became agnostic. I myself became an atheist, but—it’s more 

the, I basically became aware of kind of how toxic being compassionate without being aware of 

the implications of the superiority of that can be.  

 

So for example, this is more of a gender and sexuality thing than a race thing so I don’t  

know how relevant it is. But the reason that I kind of stopped is because I have a friend who was  

born intersex and she has three X chromosomes and a Y chromosome. And when she started 

going through puberty—she was born looking male and then when she started going through 

puberty she had, she started growing like breasts and, and I think she had like kind of under-

developed ovaries that actually started acting up and she had to have them removed and stuff. 

 

So I basically was really struggling with the idea of homosexuality because it was taught to me 

all the time that it was gross and icky and wrong and like you shouldn’t hate them, because you 

should love the sinner, hate the sin, is the common thing to say. But then I started actually 

thinking about it and was like, why is this wrong? Like what is wrong with this? And it doesn’t 

hurt anybody and I don’t see what the problem is. 

 

And so I went to someone who was honestly a very, very nice lady. She had put a lot of things 

on the line to like help raise me after my mom died when I was like fourteen and she like, really 

tried to step up to help me and my sister and my brother make sure that we had like a second 

family to go to and come with questions for and hang out with and I asked, well, why is this, like 

why is this wrong? And she was like, well you know, like some things, it’s just not our place 



  Nuckols – 1 – 12 
 

always to question and to understand. All you can do is love people, but you know, God always 

knows more what’s best for you. 

 

And I was like, well, what about like, okay, so sure, maybe for maybe same-sex, but like, what 

about this intersex person, who’s a good friend of mine? Like who should she be attracted to, 

biblically? God made her that way, right? She was born that way. And she was like, oh well,  

that’s a really hard question. That’s going to be a burden on her to just never love anybody. 

 

I was floored. That is the most hateful thing I’ve ever heard, that someone told them—because it 

wasn’t directly hateful. It wasn’t directly attacking someone based on something. It was literally 

telling someone, through a compassionate lens, that they could never love another human being 

and be like within God’s plan. That’s horrible. And that was the moment that I really stopped, 

like I tried to hang onto my faith for like a year or two after that, but after that I was just done, 

like, and I got the same answer from a couple other people. But that was the first moment that I 

really—and then my brother came out as gay and kind of was passive-aggressively kicked out of 

my dad’s house and he came to come stay with me and it was, yes. 

 

So I don’t really—I’m trying to build—I separated myself from my family and now I’m trying to 

build a bridge back on my own terms. Because you shouldn’t isolate people who honestly mean 

well and just are kind of—ignorant because you can teach them better. Or they can learn better, 

but they need to be exposed to it. So I’m trying to reach back out but it’s—it’s easier now that 

I’m not financially dependent on them anymore. But at the time, you feel obligated to kind of 

shut up and you know, take their money. [Laughs] So it was, again, that wasn’t really racist. That 
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was more gender identity and sexuality, but still, that was really the moment that I stopped 

becoming a Christian.  

 

Q: Well, identity is like, you know, there’s a lot of different pieces of identity. And it all kind of 

connects together. So, let’s talk about your own race. Are you, how would you describe your sort 

of hierarchy of identity? Like how do you think of yourself? Like woman – [unclear] ? 

     

Nuckols: Oh, you’re fine. I am a, like label, like identity labels, basically? 

 

Q: Yes.   

 

Nuckols: [12:41:17] Okay. So I am—[laughs] Oh God, I know this term gets a lot of flack, but I 

identify as female. I am cisgender female, if you will. And I am a pansexual cisgendered female. 

So that is super, I know everyone will say that’s a super snowflake-y way of putting it, but 

basically I find all genders attractive and I, you know, think I’m a chick there. So, that’s—

[laughs] 

 

Q: I notice that you didn’t say white. 

 

Nuckols: [12:41:55] Oh, yes. No, I should have, yes. Mm-hmm.  

 

Q: Why do you think you didn’t say “white” when you, when I asked you about your identity? 
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Nuckols: [12:42:02] Why didn’t I think to say “white”? Because I guess I came from a 

homogenous enough background that you don’t think to identify as, as that is something 

different about yourself. So that’s I guess an aspect of privilege on my part, but [laughs]—  

 

Q: But not necessarily different, or just important? That’s my question, is when you think about 

the things that make you you and impact your arc through the world—you know, obviously 

being a woman has that arc, being pansexual has that arc. And how you think—and it’s just 

interesting sometimes, that we sometimes as white people don’t, don’t account for that—when 

people see you, I don’t see, I don’t see, I see woman; I don’t see pansexual. But I see white. And 

that’s like how I process you when I first interact to you and that, like that is going to impact the 

way that you and I communicate, right?  

 

Nuckols: [12:43:17] Yes. No, it is. Yes, I never though about that. Yes, no, it’s—and this is 

honestly something that I should honestly think about more because [laughs] I write, too, so I 

like to like I said,  I like to illustrate characters and I like to play and come up with my own 

characters and whatnot, too, and unless you say that someone is a particular, in describing 

someone, unless you say that they’re a particular minority background, they reader will assume 

that they are white, at least like ninety percent of the time. And that is a really strange 

phenomenon. [Laughs] But I guess it’s not that strange considering the history of it.  

 

But yes, so that’s, yes, and basically unless you describe otherwise, they’ll think they’re white, 

so that’s, I guess that just comes with being [unclear]—in the actual term of the definition, 
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minority, someone who is in the minority of a, where you would take more adjectives to describe 

that than whatever is more homogenous. But yes, that’s really, huh. [Laughs]  

 

Q: Which do you think has had a bigger impact on your life and your experience in life: being 

white or being a woman? 

 

Nuckols: [12:44:41] Hmm. Probably definitely being white. I feel like I’m probably judged a lot 

less—I am probably given more opportunities because I speak like a white person and I had, you 

know, more of an education. I grew up in a, you know, like upper-middle-class home. I was 

given way more opportunities and a lot of that I think is absolutely more accessible if you are 

white. Yes, for sure. 

 

Q: Are you happy that you’re white? 

 

Nuckols: [12:45:32] I mean, as much as anyone can, yes, I’m happy in the person that I am and I 

am a white person, so yes. [Laughs] I wouldn’t like—and there’s a lot of, and this is actually 

interesting, this like—people, the concept of like, I was honestly just reading about this, of like 

white fragility, where they try to point out that a white person is being like insensitive or 

whatever and they immediately equate that with the other person calling them a bad person, 

because you know, racism is bad. And then it kind of shuts off any actual constructive 

conversation based on that because they immediately tense up and put up defenses and they’re 

like, no, I’m not a bad person.  I try not to equate that with my own whiteness to an extent? 



  Nuckols – 1 – 16 
 

[Laughs] I guess, so like,  I can actually like talk to people and not be, you know, a jerk, so. 

[Laughs]  

 

Q: So you read Beverly D’Angelo’s paper [VERIFIED - Robin DiAngelo] on White Fragility? Is 

that? 

 

Nuckols: [12:46:57] No. I honestly just found like earlier, a little bit ago today. I haven’t read the 

actual paper. I’ve been looking, I like saw somebody’s presentation on it and it mentioned that 

study, but I haven’t actually read the study itself yet. I plan to. 

    

Q: Were you prepping for this conversation? 

 

Nuckols: [12:47:12] No, I was honestly just searching Facebook and it came up. [Laughs]  

 

Q: It’s a really good paper; it’s a really interesting paper. I think you’ll like it.  

 

Nuckols: Oh, okay, yes.  I’ll [crosstalk]. 

 

Q: It’s not that long. Like a lot of times [unclear] papers are sixty pages, it’s like ten pages. Do 

you feel like any sort of like common connection to other white people? 
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Nuckols: [12:47:40] I mean, as much as anyone from a similar background can from anywhere, 

so yes and no? Like people from the same kind of place and the same kind of upbringing will 

always feel connected regardless of that. So yes, but like, no, no. yes, yes, yes I do. 

 

Q: Can you put my question into answer? 

 

Nuckols: [12:48:03] Oh, do I feel a connection with other white people? So yes, if you come 

from the same background you’re going to feel a connection with another person regardless of 

kind of background and upbringing, so in that context, yes, yes I do. [crosstalk] But it’s not 

like— 

    

Q: Sorry. I bumped the camera on that [unclear]. 

     

Nuckols: [12:48:20] That’s all right. You want me to say it again? Okay. So do I feel a 

connection with other white people? As much, in as much as that anyone from a similar 

background and similar circumstances will feel a connection to other people of that similar 

background and similar circumstances, because there’s something in common. So yes, but I 

guess it’s not exclusive, but yes. [Laughs]  

 

Q: In your polyamorousness, are you also, does that also include other races? Or are you 

exclusively been in relationships with white people? 
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Nuckols: [12:49:06] [laughs] Not sure how much to say on camera. No, so I have only ever dated 

white people. But I’ve only also dated two people. So [laughs] like actual long-term relationship; 

I’m engaged to a dude who’s primarily Irish, but I have had romantic encounters with other 

races, yes, but [laughs] dated, I have only dated white people, but that is I think because of just 

circumstances and timing. Like I have nothing against other, you know, obviously types of 

relation – it’s obviously just timing and like when you meet somebody and it’s all just 

circumstantial, but yes. Mm-hmm.  

 

Q: What about your social circles? What do your social circles look like? Are they diverse? Are 

the people that come to your house for dinner or you go visit them, are they diverse?  Are they 

mostly white? Are they mixed?  

 

Nuckols: [12:50:12] So I hang out with a lot of people online, like daily. We have like a—

basically a gaming community and we stream games and we all play characters and do it on like, 

we stream it on Twitch for audience to put up on YouTube and so it’s not real-life hanging out, 

but it’s video chat and these are the people that I hang out with the most. So we have, it is like 

we have a Panamanian girl and a guy who is half-African American and half-white and then 

everybody else is white, but yes, so [laughs] we have a few, so it is a mixed group of like, you 

know, ten people or so, but it’s like, there is absolutely only like one Hispanic and one, you 

know, half-African American. But I have— 

 

A lot of my friends are all over the United States because I tend to kind of, I like to go to like, 

I’m a huge nerd so I go to like nerd conventions, so I make friends there and they’ll come from 
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everywhere and so we just kind of keep on friends online through Facebook so I have a lot of 

diverse friends but I don’t have them over to my house because they’re all over the United 

States. So yes. [Laughs]  

 

Q: All right. So you go to like Nerd Con? 

 

Nuckols: [12:51:29] Yes. I make costumes. Yes, yes, no, I do, I’m that, I’m that dork. I will 

spend, you know, a week making a robot costume that lights up. [Laughs] More than a week. 

 

Q: How do you feel that like your like online community and online social circle is different 

from the real life social circle? And is it that the same things play out the same social dynamics? 

Is it more open? Do you feel like it’s like a different type of—the diversity is different just in  

general? 

 

Nuckols: [12:52:02] Like affects the composition? Like does the diversity affect the composition 

of the interactions or basically? 

 

Q: Yes.    

 

Nuckols: [12:52:09] Yes. They do and honestly I find the different perspectives really refreshing. 

But also it’s not that different. We’re all nerds and that’s how [laughs] we all became friends. 

And so we have nerd friends here, too. And yes, so it’s a lot of the interactions are pretty much 

the same. We make a lot of references to things like Star Trek and you know, just—[laughs]. But 
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we absolutely do talk about like actual like growing up and stuff like that and it is different and I 

really think that it helps everybody understands stuff and each other a little better. For sure. 

 

Q: So what can like regular society like, or like real life society—what do you call real-life 

society versus your virtual world? 

 

Nuckols: [12:52:57] IRL, so “in real life.” [laughs]  

 

Q: What does RL can learn from non-RL world? 

 

Nuckols: [12:53:09] Well, I mean, to an extent, I don’t think that they’re different. Like 

nowadays you can pretty much make friends with anybody anywhere with the Internet and like 

video cameras, so I don’t see it as that much different. Like sure, you end up hanging out, sitting 

in front of your own house on your computer most of the time. But like you’re having actual real 

interactions with people and we are actually—so I’m getting married at the end of the year and 

we’re inviting all my friends to come to my wedding at the end of the year, so we’re all going to 

actually meet each other, but—[laughs] So, but what can other people do? 

 

And I know it’s stupidly hard. You need to—friendships are not good when they’re artificially 

done. [Laughs] Like you shouldn’t go and be like, I need more black friends. Let me go make 

more black friends. Because that is a priority. Like that’s—because they have to occur naturally 

so it’s really—I would say join groups that you have interests in. Find a hobby that you like. If 
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it’s like woodcarving, go to like a woodcarving class. If it’s, you know, painting, go to like a 

paint night, like a wine and paint night.  

 

And you’ll find lots of people from—especially if you go to ones that are in the city, instead of 

like in your local communities. Because your local communities are more likely to be the same 

types of people. So I would go to stuff in the city, in particular, because everybody’s traveling 

from the, the other local communities and then they’re actually in the city and then you’ll meet 

more diverse backgrounds of people who like the same thing you do, so you have something in 

common to actually strike up a friendship with. So join some kind of group or other – whether 

it’s online or whether it’s, you know, something to do in the city, some kind of activity or 

something like that. Yes.  

     

Q: Are you having a cosplay wedding? 

 

Nuckols: [12:54:52] I am not. I am not having a cosplay wedding. But that is, hey, you know that 

word, that’s awesome, okay, cool. I am, I like, I am going to have little geek references through 

the whole thing, but like they’re going to be subtle and classy. [Laughs] I myself am not a subtle 

and classy person, but I want the wedding to be subtle and classy. [Laughs]  

 

Q: What constitutes a nerd? 

 

Nuckols: [12:55:20] Someone who has an interest in—honestly, so a nerd is typically used just 

as a term that’s just someone who has an interest in things like, that usually have some kind of 
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lore or something you can really get into behind it, that most people don’t really know about. 

Like comic books—even though they’re more mainstream now, but like if you’re really into the 

lore of it, then you’re kind of a nerd about it. And honestly, a nerd can be anything. It doesn’t 

have to be, like you can be a nerd for birds, like if you’re super into like learning about different 

kinds of birds and how they migrate, stuff like your bird nerd, it’s just [laughs]—it’s anything 

that you’re super into that maybe not everybody else necessarily is, but I like talking with other 

people who are passionate about something and too often I’ve found that a lot of people think 

that getting really into something is just not cool anymore.  

 

Like you should be mildly into some things and mildly into other things and kind of spread 

yourself out, but like really liking one thing is not always super cool because then you ask—

which I which I think is dumb, because everybody should be passionate about something. It’s 

what makes you like a person, if you actually have a thing that you like that you can pursue. So, 

yes.  

 

Q: And how is the like – in the gaming community, is it more or less like progressive in how it 

thinks about race? Because I remember like Gamergate and all that stuff. 

 

Nuckols: [12:56:59] Gamer-talk. Oh, that’s a hard question because honestly, it depends on the 

genre of game. A lot, a lot of, for example like, first-person shooter, Call of Duty kind of guys 

are absolutely usually white and either are [laughs] ex-military or At-Tacks [phonetic] military. 

Which there’s nothing wrong with that, but a lot of times it comes with a certain attitude and—it 

depends on the type of game. The more you go into like—and again, like some people get really 
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passionate about something because they really like it. Other people get passionate about 

something because they really like it, but also because they felt solace in that thing because they 

were ostracized by other people and so they don’t fix the aspects of their personality that made 

them hard to interact with in the first place. 

 

And there’s a line to walk there, for sure. So you get a lot of elitist turbo nerds. [Laughs] Who 

want things to be exactly this way and don’t like that things are changing and call people like 

“fake nerds.” Oh my God, I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been like quizzed on how often 

or how well I know a subject because I’m a girl wearing the costume of that said character. And 

they didn’t think that I was, they wanted to prove that I somehow wasn’t a real nerd by like 

asking me questions like quizzing me.  

 

I had one guy, I had dressed up as like this fish person from like a Zelda game; they’re called 

Zoras and they were just, there’s not an actual character, they’re just a neat-looking race of like 

creatures that I thought were cool looking and he came up to me and he said, “You would look 

better in a bikini and body paint. You know that they don’t like, they wear bikinis,” and I was 

like—I’m holding a spear. [Laughter] But then another guy came up and was like, what are you 

talking about? Her costume’s awesome and gave me a high-five. And that’s why I wasn’t kicked 

out of a convention for stabbing someone. [Laughs]  

 

But yes, stuff like that absolutely is a thing. There was a lot of sexism and racism in the nerd 

community because they want to keep their community the same because it’s what they know, 

what they feel attacked that it’s changing, basically. But that’s changed a lot in the recent years 
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and it’s way more accepting and more progressive nowadays than it used to be even like, five 

years ago, so, yes.  

 

Q: Maybe that’s a good, like, you know, it’s just a reflection of society, right? 

 

Nuckols: Yes, it probably is. It absolutely is. Mm-hmm. Yes, yes. 

 

Q: So I thought, you’re sort of a Legend of the Zelda [sic] nerd? Is that? 

 

Nuckols: [12:59:45] Oh my goodness, yes.  Well, Lord of the Rings is my first love, [laughs] but 

Zelda is, I love to play Zelda, too, yes. I have quite a few Zelda costumes and I like Portal and 

yes. But mostly what I get into is not, I love the video games, but I mostly get into like 

roleplaying-style games, where you come up with a character and then you interact with other 

characters and so I like the creativeness of that and the kind of improvisational acting of that, 

that’s fun. 

 

Q: Is your husband also a gamer, your fiancé? 

 

Nuckols: [13:00:19] My fiancé, yes. Yes, he is. He’s probably playing games right now. But 

[laughs] he’s a gamer, too. He does software integration; that’s his job and so he kind of got his 

job by basically like coding kind of mods for games. [Laughs]  
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Q: Let’s talk a little about Richmond. You grew up in a very sort of like homogenized part of 

Richmond. Richmond is not that homogenized. Maybe [crosstalk].  

 

Nuckols: [13:00:50] No it’s not, yes. The small town that I grew up in was, though. And it’s like, 

you know, probably seventy-percent white, yah. 

 

Q: And what has it been like moving to a place that’s much more mixed than that? Has it 

changed the way you think of your own race? 

 

Nuckols: [13:01:07] Yes. Like I was absolutely, you know, I came to VCU, [Virginia 

Commonwealth University] which was way more diverse than I had basically ever seen. Like 

there were minorities in my school, but they were absolutely the minority, like in my high 

school. But VCU has people from all over the world, all over Richmond, all over the state and 

country, so it’s just a lot more diverse people and I really liked it. I thought it was really 

interesting. I like seeing people from different cultures and I found that exciting. 

 

I like traveling to those places because I like traveling without traveling. [Laughs] I like talking 

to people and learning about different things. I would go to different groups and stuff like that 

and just try to like, learn about people. I really enjoyed the differentness of that. It felt like a 

different world and I very much preferred it because there was so many more perspectives that 

you got a better handle on what the world actually was, instead of like your isolated bubble. So, 

yes. 
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CREW: Saw a shadow from the— 

 

 

[INTERRUPTION] 

 

 

Nuckols: I can talk for ages, so just tell me to shut up if you need me to. [Laughs]  

 

Q: Do you usually talk and type? Or do you usually talk? To the video camera? Is your 

community like livestreamed, or are you a— 

 

Nuckols: [13:02:40] It’s livestreamed, yes, so it’s video camera. But then I also run a written 

game, so I am, [laughs] I’m one of those people that’s constantly on their phone, but it’s because 

I’m writing stories [laughs] back and forth with my friends. So, yes. 

 

Q: Have you ever played any of Jason Rohrer’s games? 

 

Nuckols: I have not yet, no. 

 

Q: You know who he is? 

 

Nuckols: It sounds familiar. I don’t know it off the top of my head.  
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Q: He’s an interesting guy who does these games like Passages and stuff that they’re kind of, 

there are some built around moral structures. And he’s really, I think he’s really brilliant, but he 

builds these like things about like you have a house and it’s like, how do you protect it without 

hurting people? It’s like they’re really weird out-there games. And he does a lot of, I don’t know 

what it’s called, small—like where it’s really pixelized; it’s not like super-high res. It’s like he 

uses [crosstalk]. 

 

Nuckols: [13:03:34] Yes, yes, yes. Yes, like I like to play Stardew Valley. That was a fun one. 

It’s like a farming simulator game, but also there’s a small town and the people in the town have 

stories. Like one of them’s an alcoholic, another one had like grew up and his parents abused 

him and then like – I enjoy games that explore different story elements and like how you can 

affect that story and like help change people for the better or worse, depending on like your 

decisions and, yes, I love stuff like that, yes.  

 

Q: You should check him out. He’s really, like, I think he’s like a real artist [unclear]. 

 

Nuckols: Oh, that’s awesome. That’s awesome. 

   

Q: How attached to your whiteness are you? 

 

Nuckols: [13:04:15] Attached? I mean, I live in it, so [laughs] I guess I’m permanently attached 

to my whiteness. [Laughs]  
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Q: I guess what I mean, like, would you give it up? Like if you think that this idea of whiteness 

and faults, like White Savior, like you know—you walked out that door, you would emerge as 

yourself, you walk out this door, there’s like a fifty/fifty chance that you would emerge as like 

you know, a black [crosstalk].  

 

Nuckols: [13:04:45] Oh. No. I would love that. So I actually, and I worry about this a lot but I, I 

guess you just kind of have to do it anyway—I write as a lot of—I try to make my stories not all 

white people, so I write a lot of minority characters into it, depending on the thing. So I just 

thought it would be, think it would be really interesting to suddenly change perspective.  

 

But I wish that I had—so just walking out of one door and becoming a different race is not going 

to be enough. Like I would want to have all the history and background that came with this, so 

like I could fully understand it. I wouldn’t just want to do it for the stupid novelty of it, because 

that’s woefully ignorant. But I would need to, you know, it would need to come with like the 

memories about growing up a certain way and like all this kind of stuff so that I wouldn’t, I 

would like to more understand exactly what that would mean. So, yes. 

 

And I try to do that whenever I write as minority characters or like other genders or other, you 

know, sexual identities and stuff like that. I try to actually do the research to make sure that I do 

it correctly. Because I want to be respectful and I’m sure—just because everyone’s going to 

make mistakes when they don’t come from any background that they’re writing as, I’m sure I 

make mistakes. But I try to correct them and be open to criticism. [Laughs] For sure, so. 
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Q: That’s really, that’s interesting. You’re like the only person who’s ever answered the question 

that way. 

 

Nuckols: Really?  

 

Q: Yes. People are saying, no way, I wouldn’t do it, or like that, I would love that experience. 

But no one’s ever talked about the history and I like you add to that [phonetic]. 

 

Nuckols: [13:06:25] Yes and oh, thanks, cool. Well, yes, you absolutely need the history. You 

can’t just paint yourself a different color. It’s not the same thing. You need the background and 

the weight and the whole life lived as that person, for sure. Even if you come from similar or 

very nearly identical circumstances, this is going to be tinged differently. 

 

Q: I’m trying to like, and this is sort of interesting because you’re like the first person I’ve 

interviewed in or around the subject who’s like a really hardcore gamer and fancy gamer. 

[Laughter] And so I feel like there’s, I’m trying like get at, there’s something there about 

creating identity. And so you think a lot about creating identity, right?  

   

Nuckols: Yes. 

 

Q: And yet our identity is created, right? Like we’re creating—like I have this identity of this 

like white middle-aged guy from New England, right, and I have all this history and things and 

this narrative that I’ve created for myself and I’m thinking about, in your sort of shift and what 
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is—how you create like a righteous identity for a white person who believes that like you, that 

like white privilege and white supremacy are not good.  

 

Nuckols: How do I create a – ? 

 

Q: A righteous—the difference between like the people who are fighting to maintain like the 

monuments are saying, this is a narrative that we are part of, you know, and the people are 

saying, well, this is a narrative that we don’t want to be part of. So what do you replace that 

narrative with? 

 

Nuckols: [13:08:01] Honestly, we’re just trying to the right thing by people. If you’re doing—I 

don’t know how to phrase this in the form of the trying to create a righteous, you know, white 

person. I don’t really know how to, hmm. So if I was going to make—when I start making a 

character I come up with a concept for the character it’s usually their job first. It’s like their job 

and then their gender and usually their ethnicity. And then I come up with a backstory for them 

based off of those kind of things. Oh, excuse me. Actually, excuse me. So first I come with their 

job, then I come up with their personality, then I come up with their gender and then their 

ethnicity. And then I come up with a backstory based off of those things.  

 

Q: How do you come up with their personality before their gender or their ethnicity? 

 

Nuckols: [13:08:49] Well, and there’s two different kinds of personalities. Everybody’s got like 

an actual deeper core of what they are. But then there’s the general demeanor towards other 
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people, is the second part. So if they’re like really friendly, like I’ll come up with, is this person 

going to be really friendly, outgoing and loud? Because that will affect the narrative of a story. 

This person will talk a lot more. And is this person more quiet and reserved? Okay. Then why is 

that? What kind of background do they have? So basically coming up with their overall 

personality and maybe some speech patterns and then it’s way easier—and other people come up 

with the backstory first and then the personality later. This is just how I do it. 

 

Because when I do a lot of roleplay, you have to kind of have at least the visible character ready 

to go for people when we stream. [Laughs] But I might not have necessarily come up with all the 

minutia of their entire backstory yet. So I have to come up with that visible part first. And then I 

come up with the rest of it after that because it’s easier to come up—once you have the overall of 

how they act to other people, then it’s easier to ask questions as to why and then you can answer 

the rest of it backwards from there. So, yes, that’s [laughs] basically what I do. 

 

Q: How do those fit into your like overall identity of yourself? Because you’re sort of creating all 

these, like these multiple identities, in order to like – and that’s how people understand you, as 

these presentations of other identities. 

 

Nuckols: Yes. Basically how do I create my own identity like— 

 

Q: Are they like a piece of you? Is that like, we talked about I’m a woman, I’m a pansexual. But 

you’re actually like presenting online, you’re presenting a person that has like multiple identities 
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with all these like, that that’s it. So in your real life you’re a woman, a white, pansexual woman 

and in your online life you’re the aggregate of all this other [crosstalk] [unclear] and identities. 

 

Nuckols: [13:10:57] Yes, and some of them aren’t even like human. Like they are, but they’re 

not, like they’re some kind of creature or something because you know, it’s a game. But the way 

that— 

 

Q: This is the question. I’m sorry, I’m not sure exactly what the question is, it’s interesting— 

[crosstalk] 

 

Nuckols: Like how do I separate it, or? 

 

Q: How does that make you understand yourself in that online environment? 

 

Nuckols: [13:11:18] Oh my gosh, yes, okay. So how do the characters I make help me 

understand myself and my own identity? Okay. That’s absolutely is a thing that I—I have 

absolutely learned a lot about myself through playing other people, with different perspectives. 

Because I realize, oh, this person would react this way. This is different from how I would react. 

Why is that? And you know like—I absolutely changed a lot over the course of like three years 

of this one game play where I wanted to—it was just with friends and they wanted to try playing 

like basically as a black woman and like why that was different. 
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And that wasn’t the focus. Like she just happened to be black. But like she was from England 

and like a blacksmith [laughs] and I wanted to know like different—she was like a very brash 

character and very loud and would kind of rush into things and as that character learned about 

herself in the narrative, I learned about myself, too. Not in the same way, obviously, like just the 

different – playing as different characters absolutely teaches you, because you think about, why 

does this character feel this way? And then you go, well wait, no. Why do I feel this way? Why 

would I feel differently? And you absolutely spend a lot of time thinking about your own logic 

and thought processes and including your own background into things. 

 

So it really helps—[laughs] putting yourself in someone else’s shoes helps you put on your own 

shoes, for sure. You actually think about lacing them instead of just putting them on, you know. 

So, yes. [Laughs]  

 

Q: So it’s actually interesting, that question I asked you about like would you change yourself 

and you actually have because in your, the most, it sounds like it’s, your online community is 

almost as important to you as your RL community, like that that’s actually where you have a lot 

of agency, a lot of power, a lot of, yes, I guess it’s really agency in the role. And so, and then you 

have actually changed yourself in that world to experience it differently. I don’t know what I’m 

like getting at.  

 

Nuckols: [laughs] It’s like method acting, kind of, yes. 
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Q: All those things, I was thinking [unclear] very interested in the context of our conversation, 

it’s really interesting. 

 

Nuckols: [13:13:44] Yes, thank you. No, and honestly like, there is something to be said that I do 

have the safety net of stepping back and becoming, you know, the white woman again. So you 

can jump in and do things and feel things that are very genuine, but then you still have that real 

life safety net and you have to—and it’s something I’ve thought about where it’s definitely made 

me understand that other people don’t have that same net and then you have to factor that into 

the respect of trying to play someone else. So you can’t play someone else with a different 

gender identity or a different racial identity and not be respectful of it. 

 

You cannot just do it to be cool. That is the worst thing you could do. Because that character 

can’t back out of who they are and so you shouldn’t either. You should treat your characters like 

they’re real people that deserve respect as real people. You know, unless they’re obviously 

running just a satire, then it’s just silly. But like if you’re writing an actual story with a 

compelling narrative, you need to come up with characters that actually are essentially people, 

like real life people. So even if there’s some fictional element of them, like even they’re say like 

I don’t know, a vampire or something like that, then you still need to, okay, well, they were a 

person at one point. What were they like before they became a vampire? 

 

How does that affect how they think now that they are? Do they think that because, do they feel 

guilty that they now have to eat people or they just think people are beneath them? Do they kind 
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of just are like, no, this is just how it is now, like and how does that affect who they are as a 

person? Their morality and you know, stuff like that. So, yes.  

 

Q: What’s actually interesting is that you actually have these like, this like mirror image of what 

it is to be a person. Right? Like to be a— [crosstalk] 

 

Nuckols: Actually yes. [Laughs]  

 

Q: As a person like you have this like sense of your own identity and then you have to like deal 

with how the world processes you because they see you a certain way; as a white woman, as a 

bank teller, whatever it is, they’re processing you regardless of what’s inside you and sort of like, 

your identity is the intersection of those two experiences; how you see yourself and how the 

world sees you. And then you go into this other world where—and you can’t change how people 

perceive you. Like I look a certain way that’s like broadcasting something all the time that I have 

to deal with how different people react to what they see when they meet me.  

 

Where you have this—it’s almost in reverse. Like your sense of yourself stays the same, but you 

can like, in infinite ways change how people perceive you and then their perceptions of you is 

now intersecting with this like unifying thing inside you that is the constant. Does that make 

sense?    

 

Nuckols: [13:16:43] Mm-hmm. Yes, no, it does. And people do perceive things differently based 

on different characters that I play, for sure. Especially, especially if you’re in like say an 
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anonymous text-based game, where they can’t see you, where they don’t know what you look 

like, they don’t know your gender, they don’t know who you are and they only see you as just 

the character that you’re typing your story as. And you can play multiple ones, as different online 

names and people will react differently to you based on your different types of characters and I 

think that’s really interesting, so. 

 

Q: Have you ever played someone like let’s say, like this black Englishwoman, or like a man that 

gives you like a—or played two characters within the same game and have different people 

process you differently because of how you’re presenting yourself? 

 

Nuckols: [13:17:34] Yes. But then they’re also, I mean, they also know me in real life, too. So 

then they have—like one story that I’m writing—I have, I am the person that basically controls 

what goes on in the story and everybody else plays like a character or two that interact with 

what’s happening. So I might have several characters. I have, because I basically control all the 

non-player characters, all the NPCs, and so anyone that anyone wants to go talk to that’s not 

controlled directly by another player is played by me.  

 

So that could be the janitor. That could be the CEO of a company. And I have to – I play all of 

them. So sure, I do it wrong a lot of the times, if it’s especially something that’s super outside of 

my field of experience. But I try very much to at least make everyone feel like a real person and I 

get different—like the characters will react differently, even if they're played by the same person, 

they will react differently to other characters differently as they are perceived. 
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Like I have one guy who is like, he’s like a middle-aged bar owner and he has like a son and a 

wife and I have another guy who’s like, he was like an ex-prison guard, and I have another girl 

who’s like a detective and like—and depending on how they present themselves and how they 

act and what they look like, because I try to describe what they look like and their general 

demeanor and people absolutely react differently based on that, for sure. 

 

Q: And have you learned anything in these online interactions that could like take it out into the 

real world? 

 

Nuckols: [13:19:12] [laughs] Yes. And honestly, writing as so many different characters, 

absolutely—and I mean, everybody gets stuck in their own little world sometimes, for sure, but 

in their own perspective. We can’t help it because we’re human and we can only kind of perceive 

our own things half the time. But absolutely it helps me kind of try to think of other people as 

people. Every single person you meet is not just like, you know, a nameless extra. Everybody’s 

got a story of some kind. Everybody’s got a background and history and things that happen to 

them and that really became apparent, like I love to play different characters, sure, but like it 

really became apparent when I started running my own story, because someone would be like, all 

right, I want to talk to somebody. I’m like, all right. There’s five people there.   

 

They’re like, okay. Well, who are they? And I have to describe each one and basically in 

describing each one, have to come up with a whole story for them and so then they starting 

making me look differently at everyone around me because you think, these are actual people 
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with real stories now. And it’s not just like you and then the cloud of extras around you. 

[Laughs]  

 

Q: And how is this, and this is like an obvious question but like, how is it connected to your 

upbringing as an Evangelical/Pentecostal. It’s kind of like a similar; it’s like a fantasy world of 

all these different characters that have these different powers [unclear]. And now you’ve 

essentially gone and created that exact same thing in the game world, these fantasy characters, 

different powers that— 

 

Nuckols: [13:20:51] Yes, and I’ve put Evangelical characters in my games before, for sure. How 

is it? So they’re not the same, but they—because the culture is very different. 

 

Q: But they both, and I guess—they both gave you like a sense of place in the universe. Right?  

 

Nuckols: [13:21:17] Yes, for sure, oh, yes, okay, that’s what you mean. Yes. They do both give 

me a sense of place in the universe. One is that the—on the Evangelical side it’s like—I’m 

important but I’m also a little insignificant, which I guess is not always necessarily a bad thing. 

You should kind of try to keep humble and whatnot.  

 

On the Evangelical side, you’re right. You’re just right. If you’re following God and you’re 

trying to keep humble and you’re trying to be compassionate, you’re right, you’re doing the right 

thing. You’re not wrong, ever. You can be wrong about little minute things, but like overall, 
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you’re doing the right thing and you have the right thing in your mind of whatever the truth 

actually is, regardless of what anyone tells you or proves to you, you are right. 

 

With the more storytelling and roleplaying thing, you can be wrong. A character can take you 

somewhere entirely different from what you thought that the story would even go. Characters 

can change other characters by talking to them. Different people can have different reactions 

based off of events that happen. And you really think, especially in writing a story, about the 

consequences of all of your actions. Whereas, when you think you’re right all the time, the only 

consequence you think might happen is that everything will turn out great. [Laughs] So.    

 

Q: Is there anything, [phonetic], that you’ve— 

 

G: I guess I’m kind of interested, what are the types of conversations that are happening in these 

worlds and also when you’re, yes, yes, and then also when you’re creating characters that are not 

human? How they’re interacting with each other. 

 

Nuckols: Okay. So it depends, and I try to do it, so—let’s see. 

 

Q: I mean, do you find like when you’re creating all of these, you know, creatures and are they  

also playing out similar kind of like racial interactions or racial roles? 

 

Nuckols: [13:23:32] Oh, yes. So there are, and half of this is stuff that’s already in a system 

that’s been invented by other people, that we’re just expounding upon or creating different 
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characters and different rules for how the world works, but basically the same kind of thing, so 

it’s not exactly like writing a novel. It’s more like there’s a set of lore and basic rules for how it 

works and then you make up the character based on those rules and then you run with it and kind 

of expand it. It’s all about, that way you don’t have to spend forever coming up with, you know, 

exposition and backstory—not backstory, excuse me. Exposition and like the actual roles of how 

worlds interact and instead can focus on the characters and how they change and interact with 

each other. 

 

So the nonhuman characters often meet human characters and there is a disconnect there, 

especially depending on the type of nonhuman that it is. The perspective can change from like 

superiority to like fascination to guilt to fear. And I really enjoy having characters from different 

say, like supernatural backgrounds talk to each other because it’s an avenue and a venue to 

explore those kinds of different backgrounds.  More —almost in real life, kind of like how sci-fi 

does in general, actually, where they’ll like present a question or a scenario that isn’t in real life, 

but allows you to explore that aspect of how humanity would react to different things, how 

people would react to different things emotionally. 

 

Like, I don’t know, a lot of Star Trek did that really well and stuff like that. The person, the thing 

that’s not real but then you have to react like it is real and how that would affect—it’s a thought 

experiment, kind of. And how different things would react and change based on that—on a 

personal level, not just on a big grand scale. So, yes, absolutely. 
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Q: We’re getting to the end of our time here. Is there something that you think it’s important to 

say in the context of this conversation around whiteness and race? What do you really want to 

say that you’ve— 

 

Nuckols: That I really want to say.  

 

Q: You don’t have to say anything, but I’m just— 

 

Nuckols: Yes, I don’t have to, I guess. [Laughs]  

 

Q: I’m not guessing that that’s something that usually happens. 

 

Nuckols: [13:25:57] Right. It’s just to be aware of yourself like you would be aware of other 

people, and realize that people can and do see you differently. And you should be aware of that 

and not exploit that. [Laughs] So don’t be that person with the “let me talk to your manager” 

haircut. That always comes in and you can pin them from like a mile away and that just kind of 

expect things to go their way because they’re loud and white and complain about it. That is 100 

percent, I see that all the time. Like I worked retail, I’m a bank teller and just I see it all the time 

and you should not—don’t do that. [Laughs] Just be aware of your own privilege and your own 

situation and use it to help other people and not to help yourself. So.  
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Q: So we’re going to take some still images of you, so if you would just sit up in the chair and 

we’ll just—look at the camera. And now totally relax your face. Okay. Thanks. Don’t get up yet. 

We’re going to un-wire you.  

 

Nuckols: Oh yes, that’s right. [Laughs] 

 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 


