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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Audrey Matthes 

conducted by Whitney Dow on May 15, 2018. This interview is part of the Study on White 

People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that s/he is reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



Matthes – 1 – 3 

 

Q: Tell me your name, where you’re from, a little about yourself. 

 

Matthes: [01:02:13] My name is Audrey Matthes [phonetic], I was born and raised in Sidney, 

Nebraska, I’m thirty-three years old, and I’m currently employed as an EMT-B [emergency 

medical technician–basic], full-time, and I’m getting married later this year. 

 

Q: And how did you find out about this project, and what compelled you to get involved? It’s 

kind of a weird project. 

 

Matthes: [01:02:31] There was a survey sent out through the LCCC [Laramie County 

Community College] email for all students, and I didn’t have—I was procrastinating a little bit 

with doing an assignment, so I was like, “Oh, I’ll fill out a survey, that’s fine.” And so, I filled 

out the survey, and I got an email back. 

 

Q: And what about the project, other than helping you procrastinate, interested you? You know, 

talking about whiteness it’s not like your average survey that you get. 

 

Matthes: [01:02:58] It’s not, it’s not like the average survey, I just kind of—I think it’s 

interesting to talk about pretty much anything with anybody. You can learn a lot from other 
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people when you talk to them, and when you include yourself in things that need to be talked 

about. 

 

[INTERRUPTION]  

 

Q: How long have you been in Wyoming and what brought you here? 

 

Matthes: [01:04:06] I still live in Sidney, I commute here to go and attend college classes. And 

because the town I live in has no mall and no real shopping or anything, we do a lot of travelling 

to go to places that we don’t have access to otherwise, because we’re very rural where I live. 

 

Q: And what are you studying at LCCC? 

 

Matthes: The paramedic program. 

 

Q: Can you put my question in your answer? What are you studying at LCCC? 

 

Matthes: [01:04:39] I’m doing prerequisites right now to attend the paramedic program through 

LCCC. I’ll be starting that, I think, in January. I’ve got one prerequisite class left, and then I can 

go to the medic program. 

 

Q: So what is an EMT-B versus an EMT, I’m guessing, -A? What is your job, and what is the 

track that you’re on? 



  Matthes – 1 – 5 
 

 

Matthes: [01:05:09] For the levels of emergency medical response, there’s the EMT Basic. There 

are states that have the EMT Advanced, or the ninety-nines. They’re phasing them out, they’re 

getting rid of those, that’s not gonna’ be a thing for a lot longer. And then there’s the paramedic. 

And with the basic, you can do a few things, you can help a patient with their own inhaler, you 

can help them take their own nitroglycerin, you can help administer an EpiPen if they have one. 

With a paramedic, it allows for more aggressive patient management, more aggressive airway 

management, more aggressive medications administrations. So, it’s just the next step in 

emergency medicine, and I’ve been a basic for about seven years now, so it’s kind of like, oh, 

it’s about time to do the next thing. 

 

Q: So, what will your degree allow you to do? 

 

Matthes: [01:05:59] I’ll end up with an associate’s degree. The degree itself, in the field of 

emergency medicine doesn’t really count for much. They’ll hire them, I think, just for an 

associate’s degree, just for, kind of, bragging rights, saying, “Oh, we have so many people 

educated to this level.” But, I mean, would you rather have somebody with ten years’ experience, 

or with a degree? Which is, to me, the ten years’ experience is a little bit more important than a 

degree. But, it’s what people are looking for now, so I have to go ahead and get that, and then I’ll 

come out with, hopefully, the certification for the paramedic, and an associate’s degree. 

 

Q: What attracted you to this field? What was it that was interesting? Was it just a stable job? It’s 

exciting? You wanted to help people? You wanted to see people die? 
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Matthes: [01:06:52] No. When I first discovered emergency medicine—I mean, you always 

know that it’s kind of a thing. You see the ambulances, you see the people that staff them, but 

you don’t really put a lot of thought into it. So I found, at a time in my life, I was watching a 

show kind of like Rescue 911, but it was a little bit more modern. And I had nowhere else to go 

in life. I was a bartender in this tiny little town of about four or five hundred people, and I had no 

plans, and no idea for the rest of my life what I was going to do, and I was sitting there at 

midnight, watching this show, and I said, “You know, I think I could do that, I think I could do 

that job, I’m gonna’ look into what it takes to do that job.” So, I did, and I asked my mom about 

it, actually, and one of the police officers that she worked with, he was gonna’ hold a class to get 

people into the EMT, and into the EMT program, and doing that.  

 

So I did, I went through it, and it was nine months of school, and got certified, and I worked 

some other jobs, because I was only part time, that was all that they had when I got hired to be an 

employed EMT, they only had part time open. So I worked some other jobs, and then it finally 

came to a point where it was kind of like, two years ago they offered me full time. And so I said, 

“Okay, yeah, I’d rather go full time and do this than do other jobs that I’m not sure about either.” 

 

Q: So, tell me a little about your childhood, the town you grew up in, what was it like, your 

neighborhood, your family. Was it a diverse community, a rural community? Tell me a little 

about where you grew up. 
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Matthes: [01:08:41] I was born and raised in Sidney, Nebraska, like I said, it’s a town of about 

six thousand, I think, at its height with Cabela’s (Outdoor Sports Store) there was probably about 

ten thousand people living there, give or take. It’s always been predominately white. If there’s 

immigrants—there’s not even immigrants, but there are Hispanic families there. We have a few 

black families that have kind of filtered in, and back out. But it’s always been fairly white. I 

grew up on a farm. We showed cows in 4-H (Global Youth Organization), we did farm life, I’ve 

always had pets growing up, always lived outside of town, I think we’ve always lived about 

sixteen miles outside of town. So I was fairly isolated anyways, living out in the country. But in 

town, and in my class, it was always pretty white or Hispanic, for the most part. 

 

Q: Did your family talk about race, was it something they thought about; was it even a thing to 

think about if it was all white? 

 

Matthes: [01:09:52] It never really was a lot of things to think about. My dad was a self-

professed bigot, a little bit; I don’t even think that he was that bad, and that could be just kind of 

a perception thing there – that probably sounds a little bad to say. I would see, myself, that he 

would always grade people more on their character than the color of their skin, if they happened 

to be Mexican, and they happened to be a lazy Mexican, then that was kind of the thing that I do 

remember seeing. He had more harsh things to say about some of the white people he worked 

with than anybody else, though.  

 

Q: When you say he was a self-professed bigot, does that mean he talked about other races, and 

talked about whiteness 
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Matthes: [01:10:40] No, he never, certainly not in like a white supremacist way. Not really, I 

can’t really remember anything where he was like—maybe there’s once where he was like, “Oh 

this stupid Mexican guy that we’ve got on the crew now.” And that could have been just a label 

because he was a genuinely Mexican man. I did not work on the railroad, so I didn’t often see 

Dad’s coworkers. He was a truck driver for the railroad, so he was gone for a week, and he’d 

come home for a week. And when you work with a crew that big—I do this currently, you work 

with a crew, and you work with people that closely, you get tired of them. It doesn’t matter who 

they are. 

 

Q: Do you remember when it was that you became aware of your own race, that you thought, oh, 

I’m a white person? 

 

Matthes: [01:11:47] I don’t remember ever really thinking that it was a thing, other than, this is 

how I was born. That’s how it is for me, somebody who’s black was born black, it’s not 

something that’s going to change for anybody, unless you have vitiligo, then it kind of does. 

 

Q: So, you grew up in this town, with ten thousand people, and at what point did you leave? You 

said you ended up working in a town of four hundred. So you moved from the big city of ten 

thousand to the small town of four hundred? Tell me a little about the transition, why you moved 

where you moved. 
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Matthes: [01:12:30] It’s actually just down the road, it’s a twenty-minute trip down the road. So, 

I was living with my parents at the time, so I would just drive every morning, twenty, thirty 

minutes to work. It’s the next town over; it’s a little, tiny little town of Potter. And it was the 

only job that I had at the time. I had quit working for a telecommunications wiring factory, I quit 

working for them and I didn’t have anywhere else to be employed. So, they were advertising for 

a bartender, and so, I was like, “Oh, I can do that, that’s fair enough.” Daytime bartending even. 

So, that tells you what kinds of alcoholics live there. So that’s what I would do. I had just gotten 

out of a long-term relationship, my first relationship, that big first relationship. We had broken 

up, so I was living back with my parents, and I got that job as a bartender, and it was only twenty 

minutes away, so it was like, all right, that’s fine.  

= 

So I did that, and it was still very cliquey, even with it being so small. They realized, after a 

while that—because it’s a farming community, also—my dad farmed right next door to one of 

the other, fairly prominent guys that lived in town. And when he recognized me, then I was kind 

of in. So then, everybody else kind of got to be, like, a little bit friendlier, you could just tell that 

shift. 

 

Q: So, were people accepting, people who have been in—I know this is Nebraska, but you were 

pretty close to—people talk about this part of the country as being really opening and accepting 

to people, and even though it was all white, that there’s not a lot of racism. Is that how you felt, 

that the town was open and accepting? 
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Matthes: [01:14:23] I feel like, for the most part, yes. People are always gonna’ be a little bit 

guarded because it’s somebody new, it’s somebody different, we don’t know who you are, we 

don’t know where you’re from, and until we get to know you, it’s always gonna’ kind of be the 

peeking out the windows: “aAre they mowing the lawn? They better mow the lawn.” But I think 

that’s more of a small-town thing than anything. One of the black families that works in town, 

he’s a P.A. in town, and he lives in a fairly good part of town. I think that everybody kind of was 

giving him the side eye, like, “Oh, who are these guys? Where’d they come from? And they’re 

foreign, too, this is really weird.” So, I honestly think it’s a small-town mentality, I don’t think 

that it’s really indicative of race, because I think that they would do that with anybody. 

 

Q: So let’s talk a little about you and your life now. How often do you think about your own 

race? 

 

Matthes: [01:15:38] I don’t think in my, where I live, I don’t think that my race comes into play 

at all. I do occasionally see things on the news for bigger cities, like with Ferguson [Missouri], 

and in New York City, and all of the rioting that was going on in the past two years. I do see that 

in the news, and I think, boy, I’m glad that I’m not part of that narrative, and part of that story, 

I’m glad that I don’t have to worry about having to go out there and march and do that kind of 

thing, because that is very scary to me, I can’t imagine having to go out there and do that. And it 

sucks, in this day and age, that that has to be a thing. 

 

Q: And, do you feel that, in your life, in the trajectory of your life, that you’ve gotten any 

advantages that you can identify, from being white? 
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Matthes: [01:16:28] I don’t think that I’ve gotten any advantages with being white, because I 

struggled in school, and I’m not a single parent, so there aren’t any handouts to be had there, 

either, which there are for some single parents. I feel like I’ve had to fight pretty hard to get 

through college, especially here, this past year, and I don’t feel that I’ve gotten any extras, no. 

 

Q: And what about disadvantages can you identify, or have you experienced any disadvantages 

for being white? 

 

Matthes: [01:17:09] I don’t feel any disadvantages, I feel I’m pretty middle of the road, in the 

middle of the spectrum, I’m just trying to do the best that I can. 

 

Q: What about in the context of your job? We’ve actually interviewed other EMTs before, in the 

project, and they’ve talked about how race intersects with their job. Is that something that you 

see with the people you treat, or the calls you go on, in the community? Is it mostly white 

EMTs? Are you treating mostly white people? Tell me about the racial dynamic in being an 

EMT. 

 

Matthes: [01:17:43] Working where I do with an EMT, all of us are white except for one guy we 

have on the crew is Mexican. And we’re lucky we have him because he speaks Spanish, so he 

comes in very handy occasionally. The biggest group that we treat is elderly farmers, and being 

in the area, the majority of them are white. We get a lot of foreigners off of the interstate with 

truckers, truck drivers, they tend to be—we’ve had more contact, I think, with Slavic people, a 
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couple of black guys, just not as often. And it’s very, kind of—I don’t think that anybody—I’m 

not aware of anybody getting any kind of different treatment based on the color of their skin, at 

all. And if it is, it’s not something that I would be comfortable with. 

 

Q: I wasn’t trying to imply there’s different treatment, I was just thinking of an EMT that I 

interviewed in another state. And similar, all-white EMTs working in a mostly black community. 

So it was obviously really complicated. He said you’d always encounter people in the worst 

moments of their lives. So, I just was wondering if that dynamic played out in yours, but it 

sounds like most people you’re treating are sort of, people part of a homogenized community, in 

Wyoming, and it’s ninety-five percent white, it’s not surprising. 

 

Matthes: [01:19:20] I actually feel that there’s more of a disparity between me and my coworkers 

than anybody, than anything. Because there is a—I had the word and I lost it. There’s a feeling 

that women in emergency medical services can’t cut it, women can’t cut it in EMS, they’re too 

sensitive, they can’t lift enough, they don’t pull their weight enough. So, I do find that being 

something that I feel like a couple of the guys that I work with apply to me, whether or not it’s 

justified. Because I feel like I lift as much as I can, my fair share, like, the physical lifting, as 

much as my fair share, and in a couple instances, I’ve proven myself smarter than they are, and 

they still kind of want to treat me like I’m not gonna’ know as much, I’m not gonna’ be as good 

as they are. But that’s not necessary a white thing, I think that’s just some of the male mentality 

with them in that profession. 

 

Q: Do you feel that being a woman or being white has had a bigger impact on your life? 
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Matthes: Probably being a woman. 

 

Q: Can you put my question in your answer? 

 

Matthes: [01:20:39] I think that being a woman is more impactful than being white. 

 

Q: Can you talk about that a little bit more? 

 

Matthes: [01:20:48] I do feel like a lot of women are still viewed as kind of in the 1950s way, 

that oh, women should be in the home, and not be out in the workplace, the workplace isn’t 

always a place for women. And there aren’t, there aren’t jobs that women should be doing. I 

mean, I don’t know that women have any business climbing and logging; that seems dangerous 

to me. I do think that women need to be cognizant of the differences between the sexes. And if 

you really can go ahead and do the job, then go ahead and do the job. But be prepared to have a 

lot of backlash, and be made to suffer for you doing what you’re gonna’ do, because that’s the 

way that it is. And it doesn’t always have to do with race, but it does have to do with the fact that 

you are going to be viewed as that you can’t do something. 

 

Q: When you saw the study, and you knew what we were gonna’ talk about, is a conversation 

about whiteness valid, or even necessary? Like, oh, this doesn’t make sense; this does make 

sense. Is it something that should be talked about? 
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Matthes: [01:21:59] I think to some extent everything does need to be talked about, yes. I 

actually just watched Viceland, that comedian that’s doing Hate Thy Neighbor. He’s a black guy, 

and he goes around to different hate groups. And he talks to the hate groups, and wants to gain 

their insight, and their perspective on these things. And he asked a different group if they thought 

that separatism was the way to go, or if we should be going towards a multicultural approach. 

And I absolutely think that the multicultural approach is needed. We’re all on this planet 

together, whether we like it or not, we aren’t gonna’ be living in Deep Space Nine on Star Trek 

for a long long time. We need to learn to get along here, it’s very important. The only way that 

we’re going to overcome these differences is by sitting down and talking it out, and having these 

narratives. 

 

Q: Are there differences that play out in the community where you live now? Are there racial 

tensions? Is it something that you see? 

 

Matthes: [01:23:18] I don’t see any racial tensions in my community, no. I think I’d have to go, 

probably, to Denver, to see anything, really. I mean, physically being in front of me. Because 

everybody’s just kind of pretty quiet in town, I don’t think that they would—if there’s outspoken 

people that have a problem with one thing or the other, they don’t go to town square and air their 

grievances.  

 

Q: Can you give me a little geography lesson about where you live, where you study? Where do 

you live now? 
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Matthes: [01:23:55] I live in Sidney, Nebraska. 

 

Q: And Sidney, Nebraska’s like thirty miles from here? 

 

Matthes: [01:24:00] It’s about an hour, it’s a hundred miles from here, an hour and a half. 

 

Q: So are you a Nebraska EMT or are you a Wyoming EMT? 

 

Matthes: [01:24:07] Yep, Nebraska, yeah. Because it’s an act of Congress to get your Wyoming 

EMT. 

 

Q: Especially if you’re from Nebraska. Be like corn huskers coming over here and, getting our 

cowboy EMT. 

 

Matthes: [01:24:23] And they want your school records from all of it, and I don’t know that my 

instructor kept ours. So I don’t think I can supply them for them if they wanted it. But from 

Sidney to here, it’s about an hour and a half. From Sidney to Denver, it’s two and a half hours. 

And from Sidney to Lincoln, Nebraska, it’s five, so, we’re pretty spread out. 

 

Q: Do feel like the attitudes in Wyoming are similar? Is there a difference between Nebraska and 

Wyoming in how they view race? 
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Matthes: [01:24:58] I don’t think that there is, in my perception there isn’t any difference in how 

people are treated. I haven’t had a lot of time to really sit around and observe, but if we go down 

to Colorado, I don’t notice any differences at all, and the times that I have spent here, I haven’t 

noticed anything being said, being outwardly displayed.  

 

Q: Are you happy that you’re white? 

 

Matthes: [01:25:35] I’m pretty ambivalent about it, about my race.  

 

Q: When you say you’re ambivalent, do you think that your life would have been different, better 

or worse, if you weren’t white? 

 

Matthes: [01:25:50] I absolutely think that my life would be different if I wasn’t white. Exactly 

how probably would depend on where I was living. If I was living still in Sidney I don’t think it 

would be a lot different, other than just being a slightly more tan. 

 

Q: So, do you feel like—we have a complicated history with race in this country, obviously, it’s 

one of the reasons why we’re doing this project. Do you feel that because of, sort of, the sins of 

our fathers, against Native Americans, black Americans, Japanese Americans during World War 

II, as white Americans, 2019, do we have an obligation, do we owe something to those people 

who in the past were—I don’t want to make a leading question. I should say, is that stuff still in 

the past, or is some of it still living in the present, and we have to address it in some way? 
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Matthes: [01:26:54] I think that absolutely there are things that live in the past that are still 

brought up to this day, and are still the focus of things today. I do think that to an extent, people 

that are white have a duty to help, because also people, at some point, have to want to do 

something different. There are people living on reservations, that that’s all that they want to do, 

everything is taken care of for them, that’s all that they have known. They might not want to get 

up and get the help. So there’s not a lot that you can do for them. That’s very black and white, 

too, and that comes, kind of, from the EMS viewpoint. You can run on an addict until they die, 

and you can offer them help until they die. But until they sit there and say, “I really want to get 

this help,” they’re not gonna’ do it. They’re not gonna’ go through with the help, they’re not 

gonna’ stick to a plan. So until people really want to do something different, you can’t. I mean, 

yes, you can sit there and hand them these things all their lives, but they’re not going to actually 

take any steps to doing anything different until they decide that they want to. 

 

Q: What about you, do you owe something? Because, if it affects you, whether it’s affirmative 

action, or quotas, that might affect your job, whether you’re going to school, is there issues about 

scholarships or getting help, do you feel like you have a responsibility, that you should be giving 

up something to make amends for the past?  

 

Matthes: [01:28:37] I’m thinking about that. I don’t know that there is a responsibility. There 

might be a responsibility. I’m sure that somebody could argue for me, and say that I absolutely 

have that responsibility, being white; I could just go the next year, or the next year. I think that 

there should be more taken into account than just race, if that’s the case. Maybe looking at who 



  Matthes – 1 – 18 
 

would perform better, who has more experience, kind of things. I think that it should be based on 

merit, rather than just the color of the skin. 

 

Q: And as an EMT, are there any reservations that are in your area of responsibility? 

 

Matthes: [01:29:35] When I worked in Chadron, Nebraska, which is about two hours north of 

Sidney, we had to make a run to Pine Ridge Reservation, which is one of the worst reservations 

in the country. Back in, I think, the ’70s, I want to say it was Russell Means, the actor, helped to 

lead a big, not a riot, but like, a gathering, a protest, a large protest, on Pine Ridge, I think, and it 

was a big deal. And going there, that was a culture shock, and I’d never even had to leave the 

country for it. It was shocking, the difference. My partner at the time, a Native man, was trying 

to goad him into a fight. They did a drug deal right in front of us, we pulled the ambulance up, 

and right over there they did a drug deal, they didn’t care that we were sitting there one bit. And 

it was just incredibly different.  

 

Q: And how did that make you feel? 

 

Matthes: [01:30:42] A little scared, mostly because he was trying to get into a fight with my 

partner, and it’s like, there’s not a lot that I can do if there’s more than one person that joins in. 

So that was a little bit scary, we got our stuff out of the convenience store, and we skedaddled 

back to the office. And it’s because we were wearing the uniforms, is the reason why, I think, 

most of the problem was. But you don’t really expect to go there in an ambulance, and in your 
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uniform, and have people pick a fight with you for being there and getting a soda. So it was a bit 

of a surprise. 

 

Q: Do you have some sort of culture that you really identify with? Is it the Nebraskan culture; is 

it the Wyoming culture? Is there music culture, like bands? Or is there some sort of thing that is 

like the thing that you feel really comfortable, that you’re a part of? 

 

Matthes: [01:31:38] I’m pretty big into the metal head kind of culture, metal bands. Like, Danzig 

is a big one that we listen to; the Misfits are really big ones. So kind of anything heavy metal is 

where I really get excited about doing things. 

 

Q: Do you go to heavy metal concerts? 

 

Matthes: Yeah, we do. 

 

Q: What it is that you like about heavy metal? 

 

Matthes: [01:32:09] It’s loud, and you can go to a concert, there’s that picture that floats around 

on Facebook sometimes, and it’s that old dude and the fisticuffs, and it’s like, mosh pit? You 

mean group therapy? And it’s kind of the way that it feels. It’s just loud, and it’s fun, and it’s a 

whole bunch of people out there to have a really good time. 
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Q: Could you explain to an outsider that what might look like a fistfight, how that is fun and 

therapeutic? 

 

Matthes: [01:32:43] Because, I feel like it’s fun and it’s therapeutic because every day you have 

something that makes you mad. Every day you have something else that just adds to the pile, and 

adds to the pile and adds to the pile. And so then you can go to a concert, and for like three 

hours, scream your lungs out and jump around, and nobody’s gonna’ judge you and nobody’s 

gonna’ look twice at you. But if you fall down in the mosh pit, there’s gonna’ be ten people that 

are gonna help pick you up. And that’s awesome. 

 

Q: Is your fiancé also a metal head? 

 

Matthes: He is, yes. 

 

Q: Is that how you sort of bonded, over— 

 

Matthes: [01:33:21] That was exactly how we bonded. Actually, his ex-wife and I worked 

together at Pizza Hut. 

 

Q: Can you put what we’re talking about—“My fiancé is,” yeah. 

 

Matthes: [01:33:37] His ex-wife and I worked together, and I made a comment one day about 

how, somebody asked me, is like, “Oh, why don’t you date? Like, I’ve never seen you date 
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anybody.” I said, “Oh, I don’t think there’s anybody here that is into the same things that I do.” 

So his ex-wife was like, “Oh, you should totally date my ex-husband.” I was like, “Oh my god, 

I’m totally gonna’ date your ex-husband, you lunatic. Not!” So the next day she texted me, or, 

she called me. And she woke me up and she says, “Here’s Jay’s [phonetic] number, and here’s 

when he takes break, and I think you two would really hit it off.” And I was like, all right, fine, 

I’m gonna’ text this guy, and he’s not gonna’ be interested, and we can just go our separate 

ways. And now he’s my fiancé, and we’re getting married later this year. We’ve been together 

for seven years. 

 

Q: I’ve noticed, I don’t want to generalize too much, because I know there’s always exceptions, 

but metal’s a pretty white group, it’s like a pretty white— 

 

Matthes: [01:34:36] You see a lot of Hispanic guys that are into metal too and, not as often but, 

there’s been more than a few black guys at some of the shows that we’ve been to.  

 

Q: I was just wondering what you think is the thing, like, you know, rap is kind of, pretty black, 

country is pretty white, metal seems white, I’m just wondering a little bit about what you think it 

is about that culture that attracts more pissed off white people, who want to rage in the mosh pit 

with their coworker’s ex-husband, than people of color. 

 

Matthes: [01:35:18] I don’t know, I don’t know if there is anything in particular; because I can 

think of a few black metal singers, actually. There’s one for—oh god, I knew the band [blows 

raspberry]—I forgot the band’s name. Oh, it’s gonna’ bug me now. There’s some black singers, 
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though, for some metal bands, that I can think of. And I do see black guys at shows. And it is a 

little bit of a novelty because I don’t think that there are a lot of people that are really into metal 

anyways. Usually I don’t talk about my music with people, because they’re just kind of like, 

“Oh, you listen to like—why metal? It’s just a bunch of screaming?” And it’s like, well, it’s 

more than that, really, but. 

 

Q: And also, traditionally at times, there’s been like white supremacists, like SS, and stuff within 

metal, you know, the death’s heads and all that stuff, is that something? 

 

 Matthes: [01:36:23] I think they’d be stomped out. Honestly, I do, I think that if they showed up 

in— 

 

Q: Hasn’t it happened with some bands, I know that hardcore has taken that on, like the death 

metal, identify what we’re talking about, too because the viewer won’t know. 

 

Matthes: [01:36:39] I’ve never been to a show where there’s been anybody that’s tried to do 

anything white supremacist. What I usually go to is a little bit more mainstream, I don’t seek 

out—if they sound like they’re gonna’ be something that’s a white supremacist thing, I don’t 

support that, I don’t agree with those viewpoints, I’m not gonna’ go. I’m probably not gonna’ go 

see, if it’s a different band that I do like, performing with a white supremacist group, we’re not 

gonna’ go to that show. I mean, plain and simple, we’re not gonna’ support that. 
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Q: I’m not trying to catch you something, I’m trying to understand. Because I’m not that much 

of a metal fan, but when I’ve seen images, and I’m trying to—who am I thinking of, like what is 

the death metal, you know, they talk about [unclear], who am I thinking of— 

 

Q2: [Unclear] 

 

Q: In metal, the bands that have like, sort of, white supremacist, like, there is, like a movement, 

like, there is like a faction of death metal that—anyway, I do know what you’re talking about, I 

just, maybe, I wonder if I’m imagining it, but I feel like I— 

 

Matthes: [01:37:48] I mean, there are definitely bands that do that white supremacist thing, but if 

I am aware of it I’m not gonna’ go, I’m not gonna’ support it, that’s not gonna’ be something 

that I’m gonna’ put in on the way home and listen to, not interested. 

 

Q: Are you planning on having a family? Do you want a family? 

 

Matthes: [01:38:16] My fiancé and I are not planning on having kids of our own. He’s got two 

from his first marriage, they’re two boys. And he’s pretty happy with just those two. I am still 

undecided on whether I actually want a kid or not, so we’re not really planning on having any. 

 

Q: How old are you now? 

 

Matthes: Thirty-three, I’ll be thirty-three in September. 
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Q: Definitely, I would say, if you like your life the way it is, don’t have kids. 

 

Matthes: Getting up there, yeah. Yeah, I came into the picture when they were three and five, 

and I’ve been there since then, so it was kind of a—that rocked my world as it was. I can’t 

imagine doing a newborn. 

 

Q: Is there anything in the context of a conversation like this about whiteness and race that you 

think is really important to say? 

 

Matthes: [01:39:15] I feel like it’s important that the people who truly don’t care what color your 

skin is, and just want to treat somebody the way that they would go out in public and expect to 

be treated also, I think it’s’ important that they speak up, I think it’s important that we hold 

everybody accountable to a certain level of treatment, all across the board. I mean, if you 

wouldn’t want to go walk down the street, walk through your grocery store, and be called names 

based on the color of your skin, then don’t let somebody else do it in public. And, confrontation 

is scary, yes, absolutely, but you shouldn’t just stand by and let people be treated the way that 

they sometimes do get treated.  

 

Q: Why is this such a hard conversation for white people to have about whiteness? Talking about 

it, talking about white privilege, talking about white supremacy issues, it seems like sometimes 

people get really nervous about having this conversation. Why are white people so—I would 

argue that black people have a certain experience of the world, white people have a certain 
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experience of the world, like, not even positive or negative, I think that it just is, and yet we’ve 

talked to a lot of people who are really uncomfortable with this conversation. 

 

[INTERRRUPTION] 

 

Matthes: [01:41:07] I don’t know why it seems like it’s such a difficult conversation to have, 

why it’s important that we treat everybody the same. I mean, we are all the same, we all have 

type O blood, type A blood, whatever it’s gonna’ be, the only difference is the amount of 

melanin in your skin, and I don’t understand why it’s such a hard thing to sit there and talk 

about. I think that people would rather live in their own idea of a comfortable life, because it’s 

safe there. I mean, if you’re safe, you’re not out there rocking the boat; you’re not out there 

upsetting anybody. I think that people are probably too afraid of confrontation to really stand up 

and say anything.  

 

Q: What do you feel about like, you came here to Cheyenne because like [unclear] ninety-five 

percent white, and in Wyoming. How would you describe the overall community here? Is it 

accepting? Is it open to different types of people, has it been accepting of a cornhusker 

metalhead? Is this community open and friendly and accepting? 

 

Matthes: [01:42:30] It’s seemed really friendly every time that I’ve come in here. I stopped at the 

liquor store, and this old lady just talked to me for probably ten minutes about anything and 

everything. She’d never seen me before, probably would never see me again, but she was gonna’ 
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sit there and talk to me, because she felt like she wanted to talk to somebody, I guess, or, I don’t 

know. 

 

Q: Are you politically active? 

 

Matthes: Am I what active? 

 

Q: Politically active. Do you follow politics? 

 

Matthes: [01:43:00] I am politically active, I’m registered as an independent. I tend to quit 

following politics after the election. When it comes time for an election, I research all the 

candidates, I look at their platforms, and I decide who I like based on their platforms. And I vote, 

and then after that, it’s out of my hands, because they’re gonna’ do whatever they want to do 

anyways. So, I do try, though. 

 

Q: Did you vote in the last election? 

 

Matthes: I did. 

 

Q: Who did you vote for? 

 

Matthes: [01:43:31] I don’t remember if her name was Jill [E.] Stein or not…who’s the other 

female? Was it? Okay, that was who I voted for, because— 
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Q: [Crosstalk] It was probably Jill Stein. That seems to be the candidate of the LCCC, as far as 

we can tell. 

 

Matthes: [01:43:41] I didn’t like, I still am not crazy about [Donald J.] Trump, I’m not 

convinced, I think that he’s maybe got a screw or two loose. I was not convinced about Hillary 

[R. Clinton] at all, I don’t know that she was fit for the job. And I didn’t want my vote to go to 

either of them, really, so I was like, well, we’re gonna’ go over here, then. 

 

Q: And why do you think that this part of the country is traditionally so conservative? I mean, 

Wyoming went insanely for Trump, right? And here’s these hard-bitten ranchers out on the 

range, their squeaky eyes, how is this connected to this billionaire penthouse on Fifth Avenue, 

like hot and cold running [unclear]. Like, try to figure out why there’s an incredible attachment 

here. A lot of people we’ve spoken to have said, like, they love him. What is driving that? And 

the reason why I’m asking is not to talk about politics, but also, this is an overwhelmingly white 

state, overwhelmingly white people voted for Trump, and there’s been a lot of talk about whether 

there’s a racial component of that, and wondering—this is two questions—one, how is that 

connection being made, and two, is there a racial component to that connection? 

 

Matthes: [01:45:03] Why vote Trump? God, guns and guts. I mean, for real though, he says 

things that are shocking for a politician to say. I don’t think that you could walk into any 

senator’s office and have a conversation with them and have them say anything that Trump 

would say. So, he speaks in a way that gets a lot of attention from people. And he always has, 
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he’s always done that kind of thing. So I think that that was what got their attention in the first 

place, was that he spoke at a level that they liked and they felt was relatable. I would like to put a 

blanket on it and say that I don’t think they paid much attention to his platform beyond that, but 

there probably were a lot of them that felt like they could agree on his platform after all the 

blusterous talk. So they felt like it was somebody that they could relate to.  

 

I think that’s why he got so much of the vote that he did, is that he just put out this kind of 

energy, like, people thought that he was very relatable, and they could forget for a minute that he 

is a billionaire that’s been bankrupted seven times, and that he might not really have an idea of 

what he’s doing. 

 

Q: Is there anything that we didn’t touch on and you think that’s really important to say in the 

context of this conversation? 

 

Matthes: Not that I can think of. 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 


