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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Mike Launer 

conducted by Kristin Murphy on May 10, 2018. This interview is part of the Study on White 

People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



 

 

Q: So today is what, May 9? 

  

Launer: [00:00:04] Yes—10.   

  

Q: Oh, so today is May 10, and I’m here with Mike Launer in the Asher Coffee Shop [Coffee 

Depot, Cheyenne, Wyoming], I guess. 

  

Launer: [00:00:13] Yes. I don’t know what the name of the coffee shop is. 

  

Q: It didn’t seem to have a name. I didn’t know it was here. Good find. 

  

Launer: [00:00:21] Yes, it’s—there’s usually space and it’s kind of a cool spot, I like it here.. 

  

Q: You know, it’s got an interesting in and out.  

  

Launer: [00:00:28] It’s got a regular crowd. It’s church-run, so a lot of the people coming and 

going are members of the church. This used to be a church on this side [pointing across the room 

to the cavernous, largely empty room  - used for Friday at the Asher concerts], so that’s where 

they met, but— 
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Q: See, that’s the kind of thing I want to know when I’m deciding where I’m going to, you 

know, spend my time here in Cheyenne [Wyoming]. 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: Because otherwise it’s coffee shop after coffee shop, “Which one has the best Wi-Fi?” 

  

Launer: Yes. Yes. 

  

Q: Not, “Where can you actually go and learn about Cheyenne?” 

  

Launer: [00:00:53] That, and this one seems kind of hidden. Nobody walks over to this place. 

  

Q: Well, even with that great tourist attraction right across the street?  

  

Launer: [00:00:59] Yes. Yes, it’s just hidden off to the side. 

  

Q: So one of the reasons I want to talk to you is because you’ve been in Cheyenne longer than a 

lot of the people that I’ve spoken to. How has it changed? First, tell me about growing up in 

Cheyenne. 

  

Launer: [00:01:16] Okay. Let me try to think of a good starting— 
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Q: Well, were you born here? 

  

Launer: [00:01:22] I was born here. Both sides of my family have been here since the 1940s, so 

kind of been around for a while. It had a lot of small-town tropes growing up, something that’s 

kind of—that I’ve always found kind of interesting is that my grandpa, my dad, and I all went to 

the same high school. 

  

Q: Which one did you go to? 

  

Launer: [00:01:48] Central [High School]. Technically, in between my grandpa and my dad, it 

moved locations, but it was still Central High School, so my family has always been partial to—

if you were going to get into the high school kind of rivalries, we were always Central people. 

  

Q: Does that mean you have to live in the same neighborhood, though, because they’re 

geographic, right? 

  

Launer: [00:02:08] They are, but back then there were only two high schools, so it wasn’t as cut 

up as it is now. 

  

Q: Now, it’s Central, South, and— 

  

Launer: [00:02:19] East. So there’s only one more— 
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Q: Sorry, I smiled at the creativity there. 

  

Launer: [00:02:24] Yes. And then, there’s a fourth one that’s for struggling students. 

  

Q: What’s that called? 

  

Launer: [00:02:33] That’s been there—Triumph, and it’s been around since I was little.  

  

Yes, that’s the old Central, right? 

  

Q: I think so. 

  

Launer: [00:02:42] Yes. Yes. So they just added that South, and South opened—I don’t know—

like five years ago, something like that. 

  

Q: It’s huge. I mean, that gymnasium? I was just blown away, but that’s not the building that you 

were in. 

  

Launer: [00:02:56] No. Mine was out north, so it was kind of known as—the north side of town 

was the wealthier side. The south side was the poorer side, so Central kids got a lot of shit for 

going to the rich school. That’s kind of what it was. We had a swimming pool and stuff like that, 

whereas East didn’t. Now it does. They’re probably in parity now, and the irony now is, after all 
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of that, South is probably the nicest high school, which is in the poorest part of town, because it’s 

the newest one. 

  

Q: I mean, that facility was pretty nice. 

  

Launer: [00:03:27] Yes. I’ve only been there twice for community events, and it’s really cool. 

  

Q: I was there for the board of ed meeting.  

  

Launer: [00:03:38] I lived—I grew up in a trailer park, and then— 

  

Q: Which one? Did it have a name? 

  

Launer: [00:03:50] If it had a name, I don’t remember it. It is now the parking lot.  Anyway, it’s 

gone now. It’s the King Soopers parking lot. 

  

Q: Are there multiple King Soopers? 

  

Launer: [00:04:02] No, there’s just one. It’s— 

  

Q: I’ve been there a lot. I just can’t think of— 
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Launer: [00:04:06] Yes, so that’s where, when I was born, we lived, but my grandparents on my 

mom’s side—my grandma, when she moved to Cheyenne, she got a job as a maid at the Sands 

Motel. And she was sixteen when she started working there, and she continued working there 

until she was seventy-four. And when the owner passed away, she left the motels to my 

grandma, so I kind of lived there. 

  

Q: Actually in the motel? 

  

Launer: [00:04:43] Mm-hmm. And my grandma was kind of a live-in caretaker for the owner, 

and the owner lived there. So the motel looks like your standard kind of motor hotel that has 

little carports and stuff, which isn’t super common anymore. 

  

Q: It’s kind of beautiful. I told you we took pictures of it because it was like, “Wow, what is 

this?” 

  

Launer: [00:05:03] Yes, and then where the office is there’s actually a really big, nice suite to the 

left. And the woman that lived there, her name was Mildred Arp, and she used to own— 

  

Q: There’s an Arp Street. 

  

Launer: [00:05:13] Yes, and she used to own a lot of Cheyenne. She donated a lot of the land 

that is LCCC [Laramie County Community College] now, so if you got to LCCC one of the 

buildings is the Arp Building. There’s an Arp Elementary School. She used to own the Tivoli 
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Building. She used to own the Grier Building. Most of her stuff, when she passed away—she 

never had kids, and most of her wealth went to Cynthia Lummis, who was the Representative of 

Wyoming. 

  

Q: Was that a political donation, or was it personal? 

  

Launer: [00:05:48] No, they were—I can’t remember the details of how they’re related, but 

there’s some relation there, and I believe that it might have been that Mrs. Arp’s husband is 

where most of that relation came in. But Cynthia Lummis there for a while was, like—I want to 

say she was, like, the thirty-eighth richest person in Congress. And when you look up her 

Wikipedia page, the name of the company that holds all of her wealth is Arp and Hammond 

[Hardware Company]. So she was a very rich lady and didn’t have any family when she was 

elderly because she had never had kids and her husband had passed away. And she had cousins 

and stuff out in California that I never met, but when she passed away she gave—left the Sands 

Motel and the guest ranch to my grandma and grandpa. And they sold them as quickly as they 

could because they weren’t moneymakers, because that’s about the time that you had the rest of 

the big kind of big box motels. 

  

Q: Yes, what year was that, about? 

  

Launer: [00:06:46] Probably about the year 2000-ish. It was before I had finished high school 

and stuff, but— 
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Q: But were you living there at the time? 

  

Launer: [00:06:56] No, we lived there when I was, like, young, when I was four, five, six, but— 

  

Q: So before you owned it or before your grandmother— 

  

Launer: Yes. Basically, as soon as they owned it, they sold it as quickly as they could— 

  

Q: Interesting. 

  

Launer: [00:07:12]—because my grandpa was eighty-something, and my grandma seventy-four-

ish or seventy-five-ish, and that was their opportunity to retire. And what’s funny is the Sands is 

for sale right now, and I think it’s $1.8 million. My grandparents sold the Sands and the Guest 

Ranch together for $800,000, so it’s crazy— 

  

Q: I mean, that’s not that many years. 

  

Launer: [00:07:38] Yes. I mean, stuff has gotten more expensive. 

  

Q: But that was the—was that the boom? The housing—this isn’t quite housing though. 

  

Launer: No. 
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Q: And that was one of the things that I wanted to talk or ask you about or—I was talking to 

Amy about this, and I was like, “There are so many people that are long-term residents in hotels. 

That seems like an important part of the population to talk to in terms of Cheyenne.” 

It’s almost like apartments. 

  

Launer: [00:08:01] I don’t think we have a whole lot of just opportunity for low-income housing 

around here. There’s not a lot of big, nice apartments that have small units in them, so I think 

that’s where a lot of them end up. And we have a lot of the people that are here—like, jobs that 

rotate in and out. So whether they’re working oil or some kind of pipeline, stuff like that, a lot of 

the times they’ll pick up those long-term kind of hotel things. 

  

Q: Because my coworker ran into somebody who had lived in one of those places for fifteen 

years, you know, because the night that I was actually finishing my dissertation, I was like, “I 

have to move out of Ben and Amy’s  house. They’re going to think I’m crazy. I need to move 

into one of these hotels where I can stay up all night and pace and be crazy.” 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: And I was like, “Wait, they’re all booked! How is that possible?—” 

  

Launer: [00:08:48] Yes, it’s kind of weird, and it’s kind of—it’s one of those things that’s in the 

news around here a lot. We don’t have a lot of opportunities for low-income housing, so one of 

the big fights that’s been going on with the new mayor is her Fight the Blight initiative. So she’s 
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very anti what I would call trailers in general. So if you go through the [Wyoming] Tribune 

Eagle and just search for “blight” or “trailers” and stuff you’ll see multiple things coming up 

where she’s just trying to get rid of all those trailers, and those people don’t really have the 

means to go because, I think, rent is arbitrarily high here because of the military base, because 

they all get a stipend. So anything that has two bedrooms or more, the floor for renting is fairly 

high. Housing prices are lower than other places— 

  

Q: Like, the backwards version of housing vouchers? 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: You know what I mean? Some places, it depresses prices. 

  

Launer: [00:09:42] Yes, so it eats up all those things that—if you had a couple and at least one 

kid, they’re generally going to want at least two bedrooms, and those are hard to find. And then, 

I think that kind of falls into why we have so many—and we have just so many old hotels that 

aren’t usable as hotels anymore because they can’t compete in that business. 

  

Q: And also, the real hotel business happens for, what, two weeks of the year. 

  

Launer: [00:10:08] Yes. Yes, and that’s how the Sands was. We basically made our money 

during Frontier Days, and then that paid for the rest of the year. 
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Q: So who lives in the trailers, then? Elderly? people who have been here— 

  

Launer: [00:10:26] Oh, yes, there’s definitely a lot of elderly. I wouldn’t say that I’m any expert 

on the state of that right now, but when I have volunteered for things that are door-to-door and 

stuff in those kinds of areas it does seem to be a lot of elderly. 

  

Q: What kind of volunteer door-to-dooring did you do? 

  

Launer: [00:10:46] Mostly stuff that Amy and Ben looped me into. [Laughs] 

  

Q: I could so see that. It sounds this circle thing that she was talking about. I was like, “That 

sounds like a fascinating organization.” They’re joiners, also. I appreciate their joiner qualities. 

  

Launer: [00:11:00] Yes, and their peer pressuring people in a good way. 

  

Q: Yes. 

  

Launer: [00:11:04] But we went knocking for the election, trying to get people signed up and 

registered to go vote, and we were taking the places that had the lowest amount of turnout from 

town. So that was on the south side near Fox Farm where some of those trailer parks and stuff 

are. 
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Q: Yes. I’ve been having a wonderful time walking those alleys. I’m not kidding when I say I 

walk alleys, but over by Fox Farm has been where I’ve been focusing my attention lately. 

  

Launer: [00:11:31] Yes, that’s where my great-grandpa kind of—he built a house close to there, 

and that’s where my aunt still lives, over there, so— 

  

Q: What was your address growing up? 

  

Launer: [00:11:44] Most of the time was— 

  

Q: Because I could ask you to send me a picture, or, since I’m here, I might just go take pictures 

myself. 

  

Launer: [00:11:49] Yes. The house that we moved into when I was six-ish or seven-ish—and it’s 

where my mom still lives—is 511 East Seventeenth Street, so it’s not too far from here. That is 

when my parents decided to have another kid beyond me. That was the house they bought, and— 

  

Q: Is there a big age difference between you two? 

  

Launer: [00:12:15] Mm-hmm. There are six years between me and my brother, and then I’m 

twelve years older than my sister. 

  

Q: That’s a big spread. 
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Launer: [00:12:25] Yes, which is kind of interesting, because I think it means we didn’t grow 

up—like, how some siblings are close, I don’t think we’re very close because we weren’t close 

enough to be friends, you know, but not to say we’re not— 

  

Q: Yes, because usually there’s a more—so my dad was the youngest, and there were twelve 

years, but there were five or six of them, you know, so there’s always a peer. These are really big 

gaps. 

  

Launer: [00:12:46] Yes, so it was—a lot of the times, we weren’t in the same school, you know. 

By the time I left elementary school, he was just going in, that kind of a thing. But, yes, my mom 

and my stepdad still live in that house. 

  

Q: And did you stay there through high school? No? Okay. 

  

Launer: [00:13:05] Yes. I lived with my mom. My parents were married my whole growing up. 

They were married for twenty-three years, and then they divorced when I actually moved away 

for college, not because of that but during that time. [Laughs] 

  

Q: No, sometimes it seems like it has to be part of the calculation. Or is that just a very child-

centric way of thinking of things? 
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Launer: [00:13:23] No, my version of the story is that we grew up incredibly poor. Maybe that 

seems like a weird adjective to throw in there. We grew up poor, but I think my family rapidly 

moved into middle class or maybe even upper middle class, and part of that was that my mom 

was always a housekeeper when I was little. But when I was twelve-ish, maybe, thirteen-ish, she 

got into real estate and became a realtor, and she did really well at it and went from being 

someone who only ever made minimum wage to someone who was making above your average 

household income for a while. So I kind of think that was the dynamic that changed things 

because it turned from my dad being this regular breadwinner that takes care of his family and 

stuff like this, and I think that dynamic has something to do with it. 

  

Q: No, that— 

  

Launer: [00:14:19] But that’s my interpretation. 

  

Q: So that also happened to happen when you were leaving, when you were going to school, at 

the same time. 

   

Q: And what does your dad do for a living? 

  

Launer: [00:14:29] He runs the parts department at the Chevy dealership, so— 

  

Q: Oh, I thought you said “parks.” I was like— 
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Launer: [00:14:37] No, parts. Growing up, he worked at the Buick dealership, and then they 

closed the Buick dealership. And then, he moved over to the Chevy dealership, so he’s always 

worked at car dealership my whole life. And then, my mom has jumped around a lot. She has 

probably done just about everything that you could think of. 

  

Q: Did she stay in real estate? 

  

Launer: [00:14:59] No, which has always been a—because I feel like she was really good at it, 

but I think she—I’d be curious to see what her reasoning would be for not sticking with it, but 

also that was before the housing crash. So maybe that had something to do with it and just—and 

then, she—now, she’s a bank teller at a local bank. 

  

Q: I mean, they’re different kinds of jobs, right? One is a hustle, and the other one is kind of a 

nine-to-five. 

  

Launer: [00:15:29] Yes, and I think she appreciates that, not having to worry about making her 

own business, because she does a lot of retail. She’s worked at a lot of the stores in the mall, and 

then she worked for Walmart, and she’s been a bank teller at three different banks. 

  

Q: How long was she at Walmart? 
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Launer: [00:15:48] She was at the distribution center for probably a year or something like that, 

and then she continued working there doing some accounting or book—something or other. I 

don’t really know. 

  

Q: But she wasn’t working the retail side of it. 

  

Launer: [00:16:03] Not at the Walmart, no, but she worked at Dillard’s, and she was a manager 

at JCPenney for a long time. And my favorite part about her JCPenney tenure was that she got on 

national news because somebody while she was working stole over ten thousand dollars’ worth 

of panties. 

  

Q: Of what? 

  

Launer: [00:16:25] Of panties. 

  

Q: You can have ten thousand dollars’ worth? But also, that’s not a really portable thing to walk 

off with—that’s weird. 

  

Launer: [00:16:33] Yes, so they had a table that was like this table that just had a bunch on there, 

and they came—they had a child’s carriage, and they had a big black trash bag. And they put the 

carriage next to it, opened the trash bag, and pushed them all into the trash bag. 

  

Q: Wait, can you say how much the value of that was again? 
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Launer: [00:16:49] Over ten thousand dollars, which—we did the math because it sounded 

outrageous, but it was like if every pair was on average twenty bucks. It also made sense that you 

could— 

  

Q: Too much information, but I'm like "twenty dollars for a pair of underwear?" 

  

Launer: [00:17:02] [laughter] Yes, but that always cracks me up because she called me up after 

that, and she’s like, “You’re not going to believe what happened today.” But because it was such 

a weird story, it ended up getting on national news. 

  

Q: It is  such a weird story. Was she actually on television? 

  

Launer: [00:17:12] Yes, like, the news channel five came and interviewed her and stuff and then 

kind of went around, so I always thought that was kind of funny. 

  

Q: Did she stay at JCPenney long after that, or was she in trouble? 

  

Launer: [00:17:22] She stayed for probably another year, but that was the kind of stuff that 

stressed her out, because JCPenney is one of those stores that’s in decline. So they don’t staff it 

the way that they used to, and one of the things they’ve cut is asset protection. And because of 

liability reasons, they’re not allowed to stop anyone who’s stealing anything, and people just 

kind of know that. So every day, people would just— 
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Q: Why can’t they stop people? 

  

Launer: [00:17:46] Because if they got injured or injured the other person they could be liable. 

They have cameras, so the stance was, “If you see it, call 911,” or call—they have mall security 

but not store security. But that kind of stressed her out because, then, in their reviews, when the 

big manager would come, they’d look at what their loss numbers were and stuff, and it just 

stressed her out watching the same people steal. She wanted to— 

  

Q: I didn’t know that this was possible—you know, metal detect—or not metal detectors, but 

those detector things— 

  

Launer: [00:18:20] Yes, they’re there. They just make noise, and the people keep going. They 

don’t lock the doors or something. 

  

Q: Right. When I walk through the library doors and my things go off, it’s just like I know I have 

something electronic.  And you can kind of get away with that. 

  

Launer: [00:18:32] Yes, so it was—it’s kind of a weird place. I read an article once online that 

places like that and Kmart and Sears, now their value isn’t necessarily in what they sell to retail 

locations. It’s in the real estate they hold, all these cool locations. So, basically, my thought is 

that things like JCPenney are just waiting for Amazon to buy them out or something. 
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Q: I was surprised to see it. I mean, in the malls in New Jersey, those anchor stores are gone. I 

haven’t actually been in a while, but to see a JCPenney— 

  

Launer: [00:19:04] Yes, it’s kind of weird. 

  

Q: —I was like, “It exists?” 

  

Launer: [00:19:08] Yes, it feels weird when you’re in there. It’s like a ghost town, but it’s been 

there. 

  

Q: But, I mean, I went to the mall to get my haircut because when I first arrived at Ben and 

Amy’s I was a shaggy dog, and I was like, “Where do I get my haircut?” They’re like, “Go to the 

Frontier Mall.” “All right.” She cut all the military guy's hair. 

  

Launer: Yes. [Laughs] 

  

Q: I didn’t know that there was another option available, so that was my visit to the mall. What 

do your siblings do, and where are they now? 

  

Launer: [00:19:35] My brother and sister both live here. My brother works for the UP [Union 

Pacific], for the railroad. He’s an engineer, and he just had his first kid, so my parents are super 

amped about being grandparents and stuff now. And my sister is nineteen, and she works at the 

Rib & Chop House. And she lives with her boyfriend on the south side.  
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Q: So did they leave Cheyenne too? 

  

Launer: [00:20:08] No, they never left. They’re born and raised here. Tori, technically, was born 

in Sheridan because she’s adopted, but we adopted her when she was an infant, so she grew up in 

Cheyenne her whole life. 

  

Q: Where is Sheridan? 

  

Launer: [00:20:24] It’s north. I don’t know how long it would take to get there, but it’s kind of 

north central Wyoming. 

  

Q: I mean, that’s makes it an even more complicated story, the year spread to me, then, if she’s 

adopted. 

  

Launer: [00:20:37] Yes. It’s funny, because the way my mom tells the story is she didn’t want to 

risk having another boy. She wanted to make sure she had a girl. That’s why they adopted. But 

that kind of was one of those things that always felt like it was meant to be, because the day my 

parents put in the paperwork for adoption was the day that her mom found out she was pregnant. 

And then, she chose us while she was still pregnant to be the family, and the whole time—she 

was born a couple of weeks early, not enough to where it was premature. 
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Launer: [00:21:12] But once they picked us and we knew that it was from a pregnant mother, my 

dad the entire time kept saying that she was going to be born on his birthday. And she was born 

at, like, 1:00 A.M. on my dad’s birthday, which is just weird. 

  

Q: That is weird. That is really weird. 

  

Launer: [00:21:27] Yes. But, yes, that’s kind of—I always think that’s been a cool experience, 

because it was supposed to be a closed adoption where you don’t have any contact with the birth 

parents or anything like that, but when we got to—so they called us to say that she had been born 

or that she was in labor. I can’t remember anymore. I was twelve. And then—but we got in the 

car that next morning, and we drove up there. And when we got to the hospital I don’t think they 

knew what was going on. So when we asked, “Where do we need to go?” or whatever, they 

directed us to the room. And when we walked into the room, Kelly, her birth mom, was in a bed 

holding her, and Kelly’s mom and her two sisters were standing around her, looking at the baby. 

And I think—I don’t remember if my mom was the first one through the door, but I was pretty 

close to the first one through the door, and it just always cracked me up because nobody walked 

in and went, “Oh, sorry,” or anything like that. My mom just went, “Oh, my God, look at her 

hair,” and just ran over, and they all cried together. And then, we had to go find a hotel. 

  

Q: That seems like a much more natural human response. 

  

Launer: [00:22:39] Yes. So we went and got a hotel, and Sheridan is not very big. And while we 

were getting kind of situated at the hotel, the grandma started calling all the hotels looking for us. 
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And when she got a hold of our hotel, she narrowed it down, and she called our room. And she 

was just like, “I have to be in this baby’s life.” And ever since then, my sister has had a fairly 

regular and close relationship with both her birth mom and then, eventually, her birth dad. 

  

Q: Why did the birth mom decide to give her up for adoption? 

  

Launer: [00:23:15] They were troubled, and there was a lot of meth addiction in the family. The 

day she was born, her birth father was around. We actually saw him walk through the hospital. 

We didn’t realize that that was him, but pretty immediately he went to prison, and he was in 

prison for about fifteen years, I want to say. At some point while he was in prison, he wrote my 

mom a letter and said, “Hey, this is who I am, this, this, and this,” and then said, “If you’re 

willing, I’d like to communicate with you.” And my mom wrote a letter back, and she was like, 

“Yes,” and then they ended up writing back and forth. And then, after a while, he started writing 

my sister, and then— 

  

Q: And how old was she when she started getting those letters? 

  

Launer: [00:24:01] She was probably pretty young. She was always getting letters and even 

visits from the mom and the grandma and stuff her whole life. I bet you she started 

communicating—his name was Jeremy—when he was—she was maybe nine, eight, something 

like that. And then, their favorite show was What Not To Wear, because in prison he said that the 

guards would put that on almost as a joke, like, “You don’t get to watch anything. You have to 

watch this girly show.” And he ended up falling in love with the show. 
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Q: Oh, my God. 

  

Launer: [00:24:39] So they would both watch it and talk to each other about it. 

  

Q: The last place you expect is a men’s prison to bring you closer to your daughter’s experience. 

  

Launer: [00:24:44] Yes. And then, when he got out, he got a cell phone eventually. And once he 

was out and getting on his feet and stuff, he’d talk to my mom every day. And my mom is one of 

those kind of personalities that I think people are comfortable with, so I think she has a lot of 

those kinds of relationships where people call her and maybe even lean on her a little bit, which I 

think she enjoys. So she would talk—every morning, he would text her, “Good morning,” and 

stuff like that, and then he got a job with the oil field and then eventually was making really good 

income. And he had another daughter that he would bring to Cheyenne, and they would go 

clothes shopping together. And then, he’d usually get a hotel, and they’d hang out and swim in 

the pool. 

  

Q: I'm surprised that he didn’t go into fashion. 

  

Launer: [00:25:36] [laughter] Yes. But then, unfortunately, when she was about sixteen, 

seventeen, he was in a car accident, and he passed away. And that was a rough time because my 

sister’s boyfriend died two months later in a motorcycle accident, so I’m always pretty impressed 

with her because she— 
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Q: How old was she at the time? 

  

Launer: [00:26:04] Sixteen. 

  

Q: Oh, my God. 

  

Launer: [00:26:07] But as much as that sucked and stuff, she’s a really strong, independent kid, 

and—she’s pretty cool. She’s one of those that growing up we were like, “She’s going to be so 

much trouble,” because she was always just so ornery, you know. And she’s— 

  

Q: No trouble. 

  

Launer: [00:26:29]—one of those—she’s a good worker and very independent. She moved out of 

the house as soon as she could and— 

  

Q: How soon can one move out of the house? 

  

Launer: [00:26:41] Well, she did this pretty much right when she turned eighteen, but I don’t 

know what the rules there are. But as opposed to that, I lived with my mom until I was twenty-

one. I moved out, basically, on my twenty-first birthday, and I think my brother lived there about 

that long. And then, my brother lived with my dad up until like a year ago. 
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Q: And where does your dad live? 

  

Launer: [00:27:06] He lives here too. My dad had a—his house has a little apartment underneath 

it, and that’s where my brother lived. But recently, my dad bought another house, and now my 

brother still lives in his old house with his daughter when he has her. And then, my dad has 

another house. 

  

Q: And do you see them a lot too? 

  

Launer: [00:27:28] Mm-hmm. I probably see them at least once a week, anyways. My brother, 

because he’s on the railroad, comes and goes a lot, but basically whenever he has his daughter, 

because he’s not with the mom. Whenever he has her, we all get together, which has been pretty 

cool because my dad likes to host. So my stepdad, my dad, and my brother and my sister, and we 

all go over to my dad’s house and hang out there when he has the baby and stuff. 

  

Q: That’s interesting. I don’t know of any scenarios where the stepdad gets invited to the dad’s 

house. 

   

Launer: [00:28:02] Yes. That wouldn’t—if you were to say that a year ago, that would have been 

like, “No, that would be weird,” but I think the baby changed a lot. 

  

Q: That’s true. 
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Launer: [00:28:09] And our time with her is limited because the mom has— 

  

Q: Custody. 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: And how far away does she live? 

  

Launer: [00:28:16] She lives here, but they’re not close at all, and she’s kind of mean with that 

kind of stuff. [Laughs] So she—so whenever he gets her, it’s just kind of like all hands on deck, 

“Let’s go spend time.” 

  

Q: Now, it’s amazing what kind of things get smoothed over with a grandchild especially, you 

know. 

  

Launer: [00:28:38] Yes, and she’s a cool kid. She’s to the age where she’s getting a personality 

and stuff now. 

  

Q: How old? 

  

Launer: [00:28:44] A year and a half-ish. 

  

Q: It gets better. [Laughs] 
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Launer: [00:28:47] Yes, and I’m just happy for them because I don’t like kids, and I’m not 

planning on ever having any. But it’s cool that we get this outlet for it. 

  

Q: But especially when they turn five, six—right now, my nieces are eight. No, they’re ten, and 

they’re fun to talk to. 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: You know what I mean? They become really interesting. When they’re babies, I’m like, “Oh, 

they’re cute.” I’m not all that much of a kid person, but they actually become entertaining. 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: So you moved away when you were twenty-one, and you moved to where? 

  

Launer: [00:29:19] I moved to Denver [Colorado], and I lived there until—I’m bad with dates, so 

sometimes I switch these around a little bit. 

  

Q: I mean, a rough estimate. 
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Launer: [00:29:26] But I lived there probably until I was twenty-six-ish. I came back in 2010, so 

I would have been twenty-five. I went down there for college. I followed a girl and went to 

college. That’s really how that story goes, but I— 

  

Q: Did you stay with the girl and finish college? 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: Okay. Because usually, you know, one of them gets disappeared or the other, right? 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: Either you break up with the girl, or you don’t break up with the girl. This is the female 

version: you know, you break up with the boy, and you don’t finish college, but—so you did 

both. 

  

Launer: [00:30:07] Yes, we—I dated the girl that I went to high school with, and we both moved 

to Denver, went to college, both finished. She got a job back in Cheyenne, and then I was—we 

were still living in Denver, technically, but I got an internship at a place called Warehouse 

Twenty One, which is owned by the guy that owns the business I work for now. 

  

Q: And what’s the one that you work for now? 
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Launer: [00:30:30] West Edge Collective. So we kind of moved back together, and then we split 

up after that, but— 

  

Q: Is she still in Cheyenne? 

  

Launer: [00:30:41] No, she moved to Seattle, which—I feel like I have a lot of weird Seattle 

connections. Almost everyone I hang out with is either from there or ends up there, [laughs] so I 

don’t know—well, actually, I do know. One of the biggest reasons is because they’re part of the 

WWAMI [Washington Wyoming Alaska Montana Idaho] Program, which is this organization 

between colleges. 

  

Q: How do you spell it? 

  

Launer: [00:31:03] It’s an acronym, W-A-M-I, I think it is. But if you go to medical school, you 

get in-state tuition at the University of Washington if you’re from Wyoming because we don’t 

have a medical school. 

  

Q: Fascinating. 

  

Launer: [00:31:17] And then, it’s like Wyoming, Montana, I want to say—I can’t remember the 

other places—and then Washington. So, basically, I think I know at least seven or eight people 

who were in that program that ended up moving to Seattle [Washington] to finish out their 

medical career. 
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Q: But it’s funny, because, I mean, I know Amy is not from Seattle, but mentally, to me, that’s 

close enough. That’s like— 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: So it gets bigger. 

  

Launer: [00:31:42] Yes, because I lived with Amy, and then I lived with her friend Caitlyn 

[phonetic]. I don’t know if you’ve met her, but she’s also from Seattle-ish. I teach a class in Fort 

Collins [Colorado], and that guy is from Seattle. That ex moved to Seattle, and then we 

reconnected and started dating again, so I was basically living in Seattle for half a year. 

  

Q: And commuting—and working here? 

  

Launer: [00:32:04] Yes, that was—I was working at a place in Fort Collins, and they have an 

office in Cheyenne. And when I started, there were, like, four or five employees, and they all 

quit. And I was the only Cheyenne employee, so they never knew where I was. So I started 

working from Seattle. 

  

Q: Seattle? 

  

Launer: [00:32:23] Yes, because it was—I would just work from her kitchen— 
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Q: That was brilliant. 

  

Launer: [00:32:28] —and it was fun, so— 

  

Q: So you lived in Seattle, too, for a while. 

  

Launer: [00:32:31] Not officially. I would basically stay there for two weeks and then come back 

for two weeks and then go there for two weeks and then come back for two weeks. 

  

Q: What changes did you see while you were gone, or what—how did your thinking about 

Cheyenne change when you came back? 

  

Launer: From college? 

  

Q: Or from being other places, right? So, yes, from college, but you’ve also left in other 

circumstances. 

  

Launer: [00:32:55] I don’t think it changed that much in my opinion. I think Cheyenne has 

changed a lot recently, but I think during that time it was very static. I think one of the best 

things that happened for Cheyenne, unfortunately, was the economy tanking, because Wyoming 

never tanked with it at the time. Wyoming was doing awesome during that time because we were 

all oil and all that kind of stuff, and those prices were still high. So it’s like we were insulated, 
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but then we were kind of the opposite, because now that things have gotten better Wyoming 

went the other direction, although now we’re back on the upswing again because those prices are 

coming back up. But for a long time there, Wyoming was insulated from it. But I think, because 

of that, a lot of people ended up—that’s about the time a lot of the people I know from—that 

aren’t from Cheyenne ended up here. And I think a lot of it was either because of jobs or 

whatever getting squeezed out of other places and ending up where the opportunity was, and that 

was here. 

  

Q: And what years would you say this—you know, this influx of new people, when do you think 

that happened? 

  

Launer: [00:33:58] Basically ’08 through, like, 2012 or ’13. That seems to be where a lot of 

people ended up that weren’t from here. 

  

Q: And they seem to be staying. 

  

Launer: [00:34:08] Yes, and I think that’s because it has changed a lot recently for the better. I 

don’t think in my lifetime Cheyenne ever had town pride. I think there’s a lot of state pride. A lot 

of people are like, “Woo-hoo, Wyoming,” but you don’t hear a lot of, “Woo-hoo, Cheyenne.” 

  

Q: I’ve been looking for Cheyenne postcards, and I’m like, “I’ve never seen that part of the state. 

I want a Cheyenne postcard!” 
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Launer: [00:34:25] Yes. Yes, but I do think that’s slowly changing. I think we have a lot of 

people—and if you’ve hung out with people like Amy long enough, you know that she’s kind of 

an advocate, and she’s brought people here. And I think there’s a lot of that happening recently, 

and I don’t know—if I had to guess at some of the reasons there, I think a lot of it was 

economics, and then a lot of it’s, like—Fort Collins is getting super expensive. It’s getting hard if 

you want an entry-level position or something, but Cheyenne is right here, so I think we’re 

getting some of the overflow from that. 

  

Q: How did you meet Amy? 

  

Launer: [00:35:01] At a bar. We were—I was at a bar with a friend of mine, the Albany. Back 

then, the Albany was like the Cheers bar. It was the most happening one. That’s not true 

anymore, but I went there with a friend, and he had been playing flag football with her because 

she joined a weekend flag football thing. 

  

Q: She joins everything. 

  

Launer: [00:35:28]  [Laughs] Yes, she’s a joiner. She’s the biggest joiner I’ve ever met. 

  

Q: I felt so inadequate while staying there. I was like, “I am not a functioning human being. 

These are superhumans.” I don’t join anything. 
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Launer: [00:35:37] Yes, I think a night home, in, is a failure for her. [Laughs] She has to be 

doing something, which is funny, because she talks about how she can’t wait to have time to 

herself. And I’m like, “Really? You’re just going to give it away.” [Laughs] 

   

Q: So she was on a flag football team with a friend of yours. 

  

Launer: [00:36:01] Yes, and he had a crush on her, so he was like, “Hey, there’s a girl I have a 

crush on,” and I was like, “Well, let’s go hang out with her.” And then, we ended up becoming 

friends right away. And that night always makes me feel a little bad, because I didn’t realize this, 

but she was on a date with somebody. And I was all, like, “We just became friends. We have to 

keep hanging out.” So she was like, “Yes, let’s go hang out at my place,” and that guy was 

like—he was like, “I was kind of hoping we could go do something else,” or something like that. 

And she was like, “Um, I think we’re going to my house.” [Laughs] So he ended up going—I 

don’t know where he went, and my friend and I went over to her place, and we just sat in her 

living room, the three of us. And we ended up talking until, like, 4:30 in the morning. 

  

Q: I mean, it sounds like, you know, among girlfriends that, actually, you ran the exact 

intervention. It’s like, you know, if I’m on this date—but even better than just a fake way out of 

it, I’m guessing that she wanted out of that. 

 

 

Launer: Maybe. 
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Q: I mean, she had the choice. She knew— 

  

Launer: [00:36:56] I don’t know. I think it’s worked out great because now she’s with Ben, and 

Ben is one of my favorite people in the world. 

  

Q: Ben is awesome. 

  

Launer: [00:37:03] But I think at the time both of us were at a place where, like, “We don’t have 

anyone who’s interested in the same things,” and we’re both very interested in politics and stuff 

like that. So I think when we met it was like, “Oh, my God.” 

  

Q: That confused me when, you know, you were having the bonfire talk. I was like, “Wait, I 

thought he was in marketing and this tech stuff,” and I was like, “They’re talking about—I want 

to hear what they’re talking about. They’re talking about politics.” It’s not what I, you know, 

assumed was on your mind because of your job, I guess. 

  

Launer: [00:37:34] Yes. I think that’s what makes— 

  

Q: I mean, it was pretty wonky, by the way. 

  

Launer: [00:37:37] Yes. I think Cheyenne is good for that because it lets you—I feel like I can be 

a gossip, and I like the inside baseball portion of it. And it’s so easy to see the inner workings 

here, and it’s not hard to get pulled into them, I guess. It does have—and you’ll hear this a lot—



  Launer – Session #1 – 38 
 

that good old boy’s club mentality, but once you crack some of that it’s so easy. And then, you 

get to know all the weird—there are just weird stories. I feel like if—I grew up—I went to high 

school with the governor’s daughter, and she was just another kid. And that was never weird to 

me until it came up in a conversation casually with Denver friends, and they were like, “And she 

didn’t have a bodyguard or something?” And it was like, “No, why would she have a body—” 

and then, the more I thought about it, I was like, “There are only probably four or five states 

where that’s not abnormal.” The rest of them, that’s— 

  

Q: You know, it feels like there are a lot of opportunities to get into things here. Even just going 

to the school board meeting, I was like, “I could actually learn a lot here,” you know, whereas 

often school board meetings are these big bureaucratic things. 

   

Launer: [00:38:48] Well, it’s the kind of thing, like, where I probably go to an event—in the last 

five years, there have probably been three times a year that I find myself in the same room as the 

senators.  

  

Q: I have so enjoyed talking politics with Ben. I think—he’s like, “What are you studying, and 

why are you asking me—” so what district do you live in? Do you live in Ben’s district? 

  

Launer: [00:39:10] You know what? I don’t even know. I assume it is because of— 

  

Q: What is your current address, by the way? 
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Launer: [00:39:16] Thirty-fifteen Thomes. I live right behind the capitol or not super far behind 

the capitol, so I wouldn’t be surprised if we’re in the same district. But I just moved there a year 

ago, and I don’t know my district because I haven’t had to vote since I moved in. But, yes, that’s 

the weird thing. I could see Ben being, you know—running for office, and—I don’t know. It just 

seems super casual here to a certain degree, the people that you end up swimming in the same 

circles with. 

  

Q: Yes, I mean, because it is kind of a small town. 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: Right? But on the other hand, I feel like there are certain sectors that would never interact. 

  

Launer: [00:39:53] It is weird, because I go out every weekend, whether that’s to a bar or to an 

event or to something, and I feel like I don’t see the same faces all that—for how big we are, I 

feel like I should just know everyone. But I do think the town gets segmented, because I don’t 

think—we have a lot of kids—what I call “kids,” I guess—young men that live on the base or are 

in the military. 

  

Q: Oh, yes, yes, yes. 

  

Launer: [00:40:20] And I rarely run into them. I think they have their own circles. 
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Q: You don’t get your haircut at Supercuts? 

  

Launer: Yes, apparently. 

  

Q: I ran into a lot of them there. [Laughs] 

  

Launer: [00:40:30] But I think they have their own hangout spots and stuff, and I don’t think 

those interact with downtown. And my life is downtown because I work downtown, and I live 

close to downtown, so it’s just where I spend all my time. I never go up north or anything really, 

so that must be where all those people are, but— 

  

Q: In the Avenues? 

  

Launer: [00:40:51] Even north-er. 

  

Q: North of the Avenues? What do you call north of—is there—I was grilling Amy on—like, I 

want neighborhood names. 

  

Launer: [00:40:57] Yes, I always wished we kind of used them a little bit more. There are—

Western Hills growing up was one of the nicer places, and to me that’s where maybe a lot of the 

military guys are and stuff, because those are your $300,000, 3,000-square-feet, oversized, two-

car, room for a kid and some toys. That’s where a lot of that kind of stuff is, but— 
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Q: Because there’s a lot of newish construction. I’m staying now— 

  

Launer: [00:41:24] Especially out east. 

  

Q: —right on I-25, you know, and there are these kind of condo-ish things that—I can’t figure 

out who, you know—it’s like a housing boom of sorts, but I don’t know.  

  

Launer: [00:41:36] Yes. There are whole parts of town that, like, have sprung up overnight that 

I’ve never even seen, especially out east which is interesting, because you would think that 

they’d be dragging amenities that direction, but there’s really not. If you live east of College, 

you’re going to be driving all the way back to either around the Dell Range area or to downtown 

to go out to eat or shop or— 

  

Q: On the other hand, those are pretty short drives. 

  

Launer: [00:42:03] They are, but it’s just— 

  

Q: I was ambivalent about leaving Ben and Amy’s because I liked being there, and then I was 

like, “Wait a second, I have a car.” So at Ben and Amy’s I always felt a little weird that I was 

driving. That’s why I asked for their bike, or I feel like I should be walking, but it’s a little bit too 

long for a walk. So I’m now over on I-25, and I realized I can get around just as much. 
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Launer: [00:42:22] Yes. Yes, Cheyenne is one of those places that I think you get used to in 

almost a bad way, because when I lived in—I was thinking about this because last night we went 

to Fort Collins to go to a concert, and the drive— 

  

Q: With Amy, right? 

  

Launer: [00:42:36] Yes, and the drive was, like, forty minutes, something like that. When I lived 

in Denver, leaving the house was forty minutes. If you were going to go to the grocery store, it 

was going to be at least that long, and you just did it. I don’t remember complaining about it or 

anything. And then, it was like, within six months of moving back, I feel like, “Well, do you 

want to go to Fort Collins to go to dinner or something?” And my girlfriend at the time would be 

like, “It’s so far.” And it was like— 

  

Q: I haven’t been back to Fort Collins. 

  

Launer: [00:43:06] —why did we change? [Laughs] 

  

Q: I mean, yes, even though for Trader Joe’s I could really use a trip to Fort Collins—and Sam is 

making these trips all the time very casually, and I’m like, “But it’s a twenty-five-minute drive.” 

  

Launer: [00:43:17] Yes, it seems so far now, which— 

  

Q: Or, you know, I mean, it’s like a forty-minute drive. 
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Launer: [00:43:20] And when you get back to New York, that’s going to be nothing again, 

probably. 

  

Q: I mean, just getting on the subway to get to my office is easily that long. 

  

Launer: [00:43:25] Yes. Yes, so I think it’s funny. 

  

Q: And all the hiking that you can do if you drive twenty minutes almost, it feels like, any 

direction. 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: And I haven’t—you know, I might hike tonight. 

  

Launer: [00:43:36] Yes. I never took advantage of that to the degree that I should have mostly 

because I think— 

  

Q: You make it sound like the opportunity has passed. 

  

Launer: [00:43:43] Well, I just mean, like, growing up, I feel like that would have been—I don’t 

think I started going hiking or going up to Vedauwoo and stuff until I met Amy and Ben, really, 

but I think that’s kind of—I think— 
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Q: I wouldn’t go on a hike as a kid. 

  

Launer: [00:43:54] Yes, I guess that’s true, too. I feel like now when you go up there you see a 

lot of people that came all the way up from Colorado and stuff like that, and it’s kind of 

surprising you don’t see more Cheyenne people out there. But I think—I don’t know. I think for 

some reason we’re almost unaware of it or something. 

  

Q: The circle that I’ve met— 

  

Launer: [00:44:15] I think your circle is unique if it involves Ben and Amy. [00:44:20] They’re 

the diamonds  

  

Q: Yes, but also the people that Sam met—were also avid hikers, so the day after I finished my 

dissertation we went on just this beautiful, beautiful hike in Medicine Bow, I guess, and I was, 

like, about to lie down and just—I don’t know. It was beautiful. It was really epic. So obviously 

you know what the project is about. 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: How do we ask questions about race here? I mean, so often the question of race is a question 

of you’re comparing yourself to another group, and there aren’t as many group comparisons 

here. 



  Launer – Session #1 – 45 
 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: You know, do people talk about race here in Cheyenne, and how— 

  

Launer: [00:45:06] You know, I don’t know if I—sorry, I’m coughing. 

  

Q: All I have is Diet Coke. 

  

Launer: [00:45:16] I might grab a coffee here in a second. I don’t know what the answer there is, 

and I think it’s because—I think the question is something that doesn’t get—[coughs] sorry, I 

don’t know what I did. 

  

Q: I think they actually have water up there. 

  

[INTERRUPTION] 

  

Launer: [00:45:36] I haven’t answered because I don’t think I understand the problem to a 

certain degree, mostly because I think it is such a monoculture around here. And me specifically, 

growing up, I’ve always thought—my family is super conservative, and I am not. And I don’t 

know how that happened, and I think it’s because we never talked about politics or anything like 

that. So I didn’t realize things like the homophobic nature of my family. Some of the racist 

stories I’ve now heard as an adult I never interacted with as a kid, so I think if I had heard those 
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stories maybe I would have turned out—I don’t know, nature, nurture, all that kind of stuff, but 

those conversations just weren’t part of it. But I think as I get older and look back, you can see 

why that was and what the origins and stuff of it were. I went to the north high school. We had—

I’m sure there was maybe an African American student or some that I didn’t know, but I know of 

two girls, and they were the black girls. But they were also, from what I could understand, part of 

the in crowd or whatever you would call it, so I don’t feel like they were shunned. But then, I’m 

like, “Or is that because I didn’t notice the people that were?” One of the guys I was closest with 

in high school was, like, a sixteenth black or an eighth black, something like that, but you know 

how that basically makes you black in society. But he was the only one I ever knew, so he was 

the one that told all the jokes about race. 

  

Q: Could you tell that he was a sixteenth black? I mean, right, because there’s the “one drop” but 

you can’t necessarily— 

  

Launer: [00:47:15] You know, when he said it you would, but I don’t know if meeting him—if 

that would have been a thought in my—in my description of him, if you were like, “Who was 

that guy? What did he look like?” I don’t know if that would have been in my description. He 

was darker than us and had curly hair and stuff, but— 

  

Q: Right, because so much of, actually, the interactions around race are based on physicality. 

  

Launer: [00:47:39] Yes, but he was one of the popular, handsome kids. That’s the way I would 

have described him, but part of me wonders—so my school was—we were called the rich kids 
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because we were all north. The other school had the south side in it, and it wasn’t terribly long 

ago that if you were of color in Cheyenne you had to live below the—that’s why the south side is 

where all the color is. The house I bought still has the covenants of whites-only kind of thing. 

  

Q: Amy told me this, and it blew my mind. I was like, “No way! Restrictive covenants still?!” 

Do you have a copy of it? 

  

Launer: [00:48:20] I could find it. 

  

Q: I mean, that’s, like, a historic document right there. 

  

Launer: [00:48:23] Yes, and what’s interesting is just now one of the councilmen has put a—I 

don’t know what the words are, but a motion to go through and scrub those now. But I think 

that’s pretty obvious when you walk around where the minorities live and stuff. It was the 

historic— 

  

Q: Because this is right above, you know—this is north, I mean, but it’s also— 

  

Launer: [00:48:43] Basically anything south of the viaduct was where you had to live, because 

the train tracks were the dividing line back then. 

  

Q: Yes. So what’s the viaduct? 
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Launer: [00:48:53] The viaduct is the bridge over—that goes by Lincolnway up and over the 

train tracks. My dad—this is terrible, but my great-grandpa lived on the south side over there by 

the Fox Farm area and stuff, and my dad would sing—when we would drive over the viaduct, 

he’d say, “Over the viaduct and through the hood to grandfather’s house we go.” He had a whole 

bunch of lyrics and stuff, super not PC, but it was funny. 

  

Q: Really, pretty funny though. [Laughs] So he had a sense of, like, the class difference. 

  

Launer: [00:49:23] Yes. Yes, but I think a lot of that, you know, doesn’t—it takes decades for 

that to change, for things to get mixed in and stuff. The north side of town was white. That’s just 

what it was. So I don't think it ever came up as, like, a conversation point per se, and I think 

that’s why I don’t know how to answer that question. I think nobody does talk about race, so 

there’s not a formula there for— 

  

Q: And I think the conversation comes up more naturally when there’s more diversity, right? So, 

you now— 

  

Launer: [00:50:04] Or when something bad happens, because I think there can be—especially 

with the older people—a lot of racism in this area. So when a place is robbed, when a place is 

broken into, when there are homeless downtown, that’s where people say— 

  

Q: So the bad happening thing has to be here, though, not national, not— 
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Launer: Yes, I think— 

  

Q: Are people thinking about race on a very local level, or are they hearing the stories from the 

news? 

  

Launer: [00:50:32] I don’t know. 

  

Q: Because there’s a lot more conversation about race on the news. 

  

Launer: [00:50:36] And I would say that that doesn’t come to Cheyenne, but that might just be 

my experience of it. I’ve only heard some stories. My grandpa was in World War II, and one of 

the business owners here— 

  

Q: Which side of the family? 

  

Launer: [00:50:55] My dad’s side. The German side, so he—which is why I was like, “Are you 

asking if he was a Nazi?” [laughter] 

  

Q: [laughter] No, I which is why I was like [laughter]. 

  

Launer: [00:51:06] But I wish—I was pretty close to him growing up. He and my great-grandma 

would take care of me during the day when my grandparents, who normally would have, for 

whatever reason couldn’t, so if they were on a trip or just whatever. 
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Q: So is this the viaduct grandpa? 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: Sorry to call him that. [Laughs] 

  

Launer: [00:51:25] Yes. He passed away in about 2011, so my aunt moved into his house, and he 

has—it’s a really small house, but it has an acre or two around it. And he—I think because he 

grew up in the Depression he was definitely a hoarder, so to this day we’re still going through 

stuff out there. But one of the things we found—he was a mailman, and we found a stack, like, 

three feet tall of Ebony Magazine. And part of me wants to know what the story there is. 

  

Q: Because that story can go a lot of ways. 

  

Launer: [00:52:09] Yes, and he just had a bunch of them. And my aunt, when she tells the story, 

she’s like, “You know, I think Grandpa and Grandma were just like—” they felt or—he was not 

fond of Japanese. So my dad and his sister worked at Hoy’s Drugstore, which was owned by a 

Japanese man. 

  

Q: Really? 
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Launer: [00:52:32] Yes, and his family was interned during the war. But I think my grandpa was 

always uncomfortable with that, or if you bought a Japanese car or something. He was very 

uncomfortable with that. 

  

Q: Is Hoy’s still owned by that family, do you think? 

  

Launer: [00:52:48] No, it just closed, like, this year basically. 

  

Q: Because I’ve seen—I mean, the sign is still up. 

  

Launer: [00:52:54] He passed away in the last couple of years, and I think his family still owned 

it. I might be getting that part of the story wrong, but it was still operational until this year. 

  

Q: Because I can’t imagine—I don’t think I’ve seen anyone Japanese here, for instance. Do you 

know what I mean? 

  

Launer: [00:53:10] Yes, I don’t think I know anyone Japanese. 

  

Q: So what do you think is the explanation for the—what is your working hypothesis for why 

the Ebonys? 

  

Launer: [00:53:18] Because—I think because of the war, because that’s who he was fighting in 

the war. 
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Q: No, but Ebony Magazine. 

  

Launer: [00:53:23] Oh, the Ebony Magazine. 

  

Q: Yes. 

  

Launer: [00:53:25] No, I don’t—that’s why I’d want to know, because I find it really intriguing. 

  

Q: So now I have to pause this because this is totally off topic— 

  

[INTERRUPTION] 

  

Launer: [00:53:33] —Popular Mechanics or whatever. He had a bunch of those and stuff. 

  

Q: So were these subscriptions that he had, or were these things that he didn’t deliver? 

  

Launer: [00:53:40]  I don’t know. I bet you they’d have a name on them or something, so we 

could probably tell. And if his name is on all of them, then, I guess, we know that he had a 

subscription, but I don’t recall, because my guess is sometimes there are probably extras of stuff, 

too, or something. I don’t know. 
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Q: I thought you were going to tell a story—because, you know, often you usually hear a 

mailman decides not to deliver mail for eight months, and they find it in the house. 

  

Launer: [00:54:05] Yes. He was a very—I think he was honest to a fault, so I couldn’t picture 

him ever doing something like that. 

  

Q: Yes. Where—can you tell me that address? I’m not breaking into any houses for Ebony 

Magazines. I’m just curious. 

  

Launer: [00:54:18] I’m trying to remember. 

  

Q: Right, because you realize I just drive around looking at strangers’ houses. I might as well 

look at, you know, houses that I have some story to. 

  

Launer: [00:54:24] I think it’s 1055 Henderson, 1055 Henderson. [Siri: Here’s a map of 1055 

Henderson Drive, Cheyenne, Wyoming, 82001.] No. He’s on Henderson. I can’t remember the 

number. 

  

Q: What color is it? 

  

Launer: [00:54:40] It’s kind of interesting over there because the houses are—it’s directly across 

the street from a trailer park, but his house is all white. But it’s hidden behind big hedges and 

stuff, so it’s kind of hard to spot it if you don’t know where it’s at. But it’s south of Fox Farm on 
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Henderson. He purchased that property when he was—right before he went to war, so they built 

an apartment that was in the basement, so it was basement-level with no house on top of it. And 

that’s where my grandma lived with my grandpa while he was at war, and when he came back he 

built the house on top of it. 

  

Q: Was this, like, a bunker? Were they thinking—because it’s unusual to— 

  

Launer: [00:55:28] You know, I don’t know. I wouldn’t be surprised because—I don’t know. I 

just wouldn’t be surprised. That was the era, you know. 

  

Q: And what did he do for a living before or after the war? 

  

Launer: [00:55:43] He kind of has a cool story in that he grew up on a farm, and his dad wasn’t 

around. We later found out after my grandpa passed away and we had been going through 

paperwork and kind of stitching together the stories that—because that was—they were Lutheran 

and very strict Lutherans, so getting a divorce was not a thing that they really did back then. But 

we found the paperwork that her marriage was annulled or something like that because he was in 

a mental institution. But she remarried, and my grandpa did not get along with his stepdad and 

one day got into an argument with him and hit my stepdad over the head with, like, a hammer or 

something. I can’t remember the whole story there, but struck him and left and went to—walked 

to the nearby farm, and he never went back. My stepdad ended up basically selling him as a farm 

hand to that farm, so my grandpa grew up on that farm, and all his money and wages went to my 

stepdad until he was old enough to—he just worked on farms. 
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Q: As compensation for hitting him on the head with a hammer? I don’t understand how— 

  

Launer: [00:56:59] No, he just didn’t want him to come back, so basically he was like, “Here’s 

your value. You start working now.” And he was, like, twelve, and he never went to high school 

or anything, which is kind of cool because now there was a program for people that went off to 

war and stuff to get their high school diplomas. So my grandpa graduated when he was, like, 

eighty-nine years old and got to walk— 

  

Q: No way. 

  

Launer: [00:57:24] —and receive his diploma and all that. And that made him the second person 

in my family to get his high school degree. 

  

Q: And, I mean, this was in what year? This was kind of relatively recent, right? 

  

Launer: [00:57:38] Yes, it was. 

  

Q: What made him do it? 

  

Launer: [00:57:42] My aunt found it, and I think she was like, “This sounds interesting,” and it 

sounded like a fun trip. So I think that’s where it came—I was living in Denver when it 

happened, and I think I actually didn’t know it was happening, so I didn’t go, which always 



  Launer – Session #1 – 56 
 

made me sad, because it seemed like it was probably a fun thing to go to. But I think he was 

always proud of that, and then it was kind of—it felt like a big deal because his son finished high 

school, but— 

  

Q: That would be your— 

  

Launer: [00:58:10] My grandpa. 

  

Q: No, but I mean his son would be your grandpa or— 

  

Launer: [00:58:15] Mm-hmm. 

  

Q: —okay, so we’re talking about your great— 

  

Launer: [00:58:15] Because he was my great-grandpa. Yes. 

  

Q: So what did your great-grandpa do when he came back from the war? 

  

Launer: [00:58:22] That’s when he became a mailman, so he delivered mail. 

  

Q: And you didn’t need a high school—I mean, I just don’t know. You don’t need a high school 

diploma for that? 
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Launer: [00:58:29] I guess not. I don’t know what the story there is, actually. 

  

Q: I don’t know either. That’s a good job, right? 

  

Launer: [00:58:33] Yes, it’s a union job, so, yes, I mean, he did that, and then my grandma was 

very sick her whole life, so she didn’t work. She was home, and they only ever had one kid, and 

he was the only kid from his family. And then—but, yes, I’ve been pretty lucky in that all my 

grandparents have lived well into my adult life. All my grandparents are still alive, and I’ve— 

  

Q: Even—oh, that’s your great-grandmother that we’re talking about that was always sick. Okay. 

  

Launer: [00:59:12] Yes, and I knew well three of my great-grandparents. 

  

Q: Did they live extraordinarily long, or were all of you born— 

  

Launer: [00:59:26] Mostly my family had kids young, but—except on my mom’s side, I think. 

She’s the youngest, so my grandpa is ninety-three. 

  

Q: And still alive? 

  

Launer: [00:59:36] Yes, and I probably—yes, I see them all the time. That’s the Hispanic side of 

my family. 

  



  Launer – Session #1 – 58 
 

Q: And where do they live? 

  

Launer: [00:59:44] They live here too. They live off of Ridge Road north of DT’s Liquor 

Market. So if you keep going north by, like, another half mile and then take a left, they live over 

there. 

  

Q: So was there a geographical divide within your own family where the Hispanic side of the 

family lived versus where the— 

  

Launer: [01:00:14] Actually, well, my dad’s parents, they still own the same house, although 

they’re a whole—it would take eight hours to tell you their whole story because they just are all 

over the place and own all kinds of businesses and do weird stuff, it seems like, but their house 

was also on Ridge Road. But it was north, where they had property, so it was, like, a mile and a 

half north of them, but the same quadrant of Cheyenne, so— 

  

Q: Well, how did your parents meet? 

  

Launer: [01:00:54] How did they—so they went to different high schools, but back then Holliday 

Park was where all the cool kids hung out. And the road that goes through the park— 

  

Q: Where I’ve been pacing all night! [laughter] 
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Launer: [01:01:05] Yes. The road used to go all the way through instead of going to the parking 

lot, and my dad is a car guy. That’s where I got it from. So all the car guys would take their hot 

rods for lunch in high school and drive to the park, and you would come in one side, and you 

would just go really, really slow through the whole park. And then, you’d go out the other side, 

and you would just do that. You would do loops, and then maybe you would stop and talk to all 

the other— 

  

Q: Really slowly do that? 

  

Launer: [01:01:32] Yes, they called it “cruising the park.” So some people would park—they 

would park on the curbs, and then the guys would go down the middle until they found a spot or 

just would drive through and wave and then go. And that was maybe in the renaissance of hot 

rods because this would have been, like, 1984. 

  

Q: Oh, that’s later than I expected. 

  

Launer: [01:01:53] So it’s all those leftover big gas cars from the ‘70s that nobody wanted 

anymore, so they sold them to high school kids. So everyone had ’70s and late ‘60s hot rods, and 

my mom had—my mom was dating a guy named Byron [phonetic], and the only reason I know 

this is because Byron is my dad’s brother, basically. They’re cousins, but he was raised as my 

dad’s brother, and that’s how they met. And they would hang out in the park all the time. 

  

Q: And how did that go over between your dad and Byron? 
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Launer: [01:02:28] I don’t know, but we don’t talk to Byron, so maybe that’s why. [Laughs] 

  

Q: That’s what I was going to say. You know, and was that counted as—did either family 

object? 

  

Launer: [01:02:39] I don’t think so. They, though—what’s interesting is—so my parents were 

married until I moved to Denver. All of my friends were always talking about how they had the 

perfect little family. It seemed a little— 

  

Q: They did, or you did? 

  

Launer: [01:02:54] My family, because—I don’t know—from the outside they had, like, the nice 

house and the picket fence and the nuclear family and all that kind of stuff, so I always kind of 

thought that must have been true, too. But then, when they got divorced, I wasn’t really talking 

to my dad that much because it was kind of a blowup, the way we parted. But when we kind of 

reconnected and started hanging out again, it was like I was hanging out with party Dad, and my 

dad has always kind of been a partier. And he would tell me stories about when my parents were 

dating. So I always thought they fell in love, and he asked her to marry him, and, yes, then they 

went and got married, and then I was born. He got her pregnant before they were married, 

shotgun wedding— 

  

Q: So this is you. 



  Launer – Session #1 – 61 
 

  

Launer: No. 

  

Q: Oh. 

  

Launer: [01:03:47] But then, she lost that baby. I never knew that. 

  

Q: Never? 

  

Launer: [01:03:50] Never, until—the way I found out about that was that we were visiting my 

great-grandpa’s grave, and he’s buried next to my great-grandma. And then— 

  

Q: Where? 

  

Launer: [01:04:01] You know, I don’t know the name of the graveyard, but it’s east— 

  

Q: But it’s one of the ones here in Cheyenne? 

  

Launer: [01:04:04] Yes. Yes. It would—you wouldn’t want to walk there, but it’s northeast when 

you’re driving out past—if you get on Dell Range and just keep going, you eventually pass it 

on— 

  

Q: So not the ones in the middle of the city. Okay. 
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Launer: [01:04:20] No. We were walking around, and we walked—and there was, like, where all 

the little graves are for—and my mom was like, “It’s so funny. We could have had one of these,” 

or something like that. And I was like, “Wait, what?” And that’s when she told me the story, and 

that was four years ago, maybe, when I learned that. 

  

Q: Did she seem emotional about it at the time? 

  

Launer: No, it was really like——just kind of— [shrugs] 

  

Q: It’s interesting, because she kept it from you for so long in some ways. 

  

Launer: [01:04:44] Well, then, that’s when she told me this other story, because I was like, 

“What the hell?” And then, like—and I didn’t know that she was pregnant when they got married 

and all that kind of stuff. I mean, I was—they were married in September, and I was born in 

September a year later, so they— 

  

Q: Shit. Yes. [laughter] 

  

Launer: [01:04:58] —pretty quick, and they were eighteen and nineteen when they got married. 

Well, it turns out they weren’t living together when I was born because they were fighting, and 

my grandpa’s name—well, so my great-grandpa that I’ve been talking about, his name is Earl. 

My grandpa is Jared Earl Launer. My dad is Jared Earl Launer II. I was going to be Jared Earl 
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Launer III, but they were separated. My dad wasn’t there, and the doctor that delivered me was 

named Michael. 

  

Q: So how do you feel? Earl is a good name. 

  

Launer: [01:05:41] I think when I was little I would not have liked it. Now, Earl is cool again, 

and I don’t think it was cool back then. 

  

Q: No, it would have been a tough one to have. And what is your middle name? 

  

Launer: [01:05:52] Antonio. That’s my grandpa’s—my grandpa is Pedro Antonio. 

  

Q: All right. So, I mean, in my family, my mother’s side of the family, both sides are Catholic. 

My mother is Polish. My father is Irish. At least one side of my family considered it an 

interracial marriage. 

  

Launer: Really? 

  

Q: Yes. 

  

Launer: [01:06:09] I wouldn’t be surprised if there was some of that thought on my dad’s side, 

but by the time. But it was never communicated to me at all, and I don’t think in any—or if it 

was negative they got over it, but I wouldn’t be surprised if there was some level of that because 
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as I get older and get closer to my grandparents and stuff I can pick up on some racist vibes that 

didn’t really dawn on me when I was little. 

  

Q: This makes it very difficult to have a conversation about race when you’re, like—in some 

ways, the most clear place to talk about it, you know, is when families merge or things. They’re 

not talking about it? What are we supposed to ask? 

  

Launer: [01:06:48] Yes. Well, I don’t know if that’s a Lutheran thing on my dad’s side, because I 

think they keep everything internal, you know. So, like, I didn’t grow up talking about opinions 

or what you think about something on that side, anyways. The other side of my family is 

Catholic, and I always feel kind of like—I was baptized Lutheran, and I went through all of that, 

but I always feel closer to the Catholic side because I was with my grandparents every weekend, 

so I went to the Catholic church, like, every weekend. 

  

Q: Which church did you go to? 

  

Launer: [01:07:22] Holy Trinity, which is across from the VA. Yes, across, there’s another 

hospital there that used to be called De Paul, but I don’t know what it’s called now. I think it’s 

part of CRMC. It’s across the street from that. 

  

Q: What was the congregation like? 

  

Launer: At the Catholic one? 
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Q: Yes. 

  

Launer: [01:07:49] I don’t know how I would describe it. 

  

Q: They say the most—I’m just being overt about this. They say the most segregated day of the 

week is Sunday because people go to churches with their ethnic communities. So I was asking 

this in some ways—was this a more— 

  

Launer: [01:08:04] You know, I don’t know that I would remember very well. My biggest 

memories of it were that the basement was really fun, and that’s where we would play after 

church, because that’s when there would have been a potluck and stuff like that. It’s when I saw 

some of my cousins and stuff, and that would have been the Hispanic side of my family. 

  

Q: All right. So you could speak for your family, but you didn’t necessarily notice the population 

at large. 

  

Launer: [01:08:26] Yes. And then, the Lutheran church was very white, from what I remember. 

  

Q: But you would go sometimes. 
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Launer: [01:08:31] Yes. Yes, I went to both, basically, but the Catholic one was fun because they 

were happy, and I liked the ritual and stuff like that, whereas the Lutheran church was like, 

“You’re probably going to go to hell someday. Let’s talk about Satan for a while.” 

  

Q: So you weren’t baptized Catholic. 

  

Launer: Uh-uh. 

  

Q: Were your grandparents upset about that? 

  

Launer: [01:08:52] I don’t think so. They are not super—I don’t know. They’re so easygoing. I 

can’t imagine them—because most of my family, any more of their kids probably don’t go to 

church at all, just kind of slowly quit going. Maybe—I think one of my uncles is still a regular 

attendee. My grandparents don’t go as often as they used to, but it’s because they’re ninety, and 

it’s getting hard to get them there. 

  

Q: Do they speak Spanish? 

  

Launer: [01:09:34] Mm-hmm. It’s their first language. 

  

Q: So when did they move here? That’s the generation that came—and where did they come 

from? 
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Launer: [01:09:43] From New Mexico, a town that is escaping my brain right now. It’s super 

small, but it’s not super far away from Las Vegas, New Mexico. So my great-aunt, I guess it 

would be, passed away—maybe great-great-aunt, I don’t know how that—it has to be great-

aunt—passed away earlier this year, towards the end of last year. So I drove them down there, 

and we hung out for, like, a week. It was my grandpa’s sister, and we visited family and stuff 

while we were down there, so we still have a lot of family over there. He still has a sister and a 

brother. 

  

Q: And is that where they were—because, you know, with Spanish as their first language, but in 

New Mexico— 

  

Launer: [01:10:30] Mm-hmm. Yes, and all of them are—the whole time, it’s funny, because I 

don’t speak Spanish, and I regret that, because I feel like they could have raised me speaking 

Spanish because I was with them every day. But I realize—and I started talking like my family. I 

basically came back with an accent that took a day or two to go away, and it was just funny 

because I understand them pretty well. But I don’t understand a whole lot of other people, but I 

think they are more of, like, a Spanglish, you know. But it was kind of funny because at the 

rosary it was nothing but my family there. And I’m taller than all of them by, like, a foot, and we 

were right up front, so I felt like I just stood out like a sore thumb. And because I’m not a 

confirmed Catholic, I don’t participate to the same degree. I stand with them— 

  

Q: Right, you can’t take communion. Yes. 
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Launer: [01:11:26] —but I don’t kneel when they kneel, so I stay standing, which just made me 

feel like I stand out like a really sore thumb. [Laughs] 

  

Q: You stay standing? I mean, I was like, “Oh, well, maybe you don’t know the prayers.” 

Nobody notices that, but you stay standing when people are kneeling. 

  

Launer: [01:11:41] Yes, just because—I don’t know—it feels—I don’t know. In my opinion, I 

think it would be almost offensive because I’m not— 

  

Q: I sit. 

  

Launer: [01:11:48] And I do that too. 

  

Q: But I’m also shorter though, so if I’m sitting you can’t really tell. 

  

Launer: [01:11:55] I participate, but, like, there are certain pieces of it that I’m not Catholic, so I 

don’t do, because I feel like that’s the kind of thing—if my grandpa knew, my grandpa that’s still 

around, my grandpa Jared, I think if he saw me participating—because he’s super Lutheran, so 

the thing—a lot of it’s not that different. We say the same things, and I forget what they’re 

called. But the parts where you, like, pray to Mary or something like that, it’s super not Lutheran, 

so those are the things where I abstain. And then, I think it’s weird, because I don’t see my 

grandpa Jared all that often, so I feel like— 

  



  Launer – Session #1 – 69 
 

Q: Right, but, I mean, sometimes—religion is—so I’m trying to think about how—what question 

we’re asking. In some ways, we’re asking a question about identities of different sorts, and even 

here, when you’re talking about the religion, that’s normally a clear category. I wouldn’t know 

how to ask a question that would get at what you were just telling me, you know, because my 

assumptions about Catholics are like, “Your child didn’t get baptized? They’re going to hell.” 

You know what I mean? Very—I don’t know how to get at the division or the categories of 

Cheyenne. 

  

Launer: [01:13:08] I always feel like there’s—but the Lutheran side, it seems easier because 

we’re a Missouri Synod, which is the conservative side, or there’s ELS [Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod], which is the liberal side. And part of that is, “Okay, I get which one you’re in,” but with 

the Catholic side I always feel like that’s a fifty-fifty—you could go to the same church and be 

super conservative and be pretty progressive and liberal. 

  

Q: I mean, also, I don’t even know how to ask questions about—Amy was telling me something 

the other night about the divisions, and Ben was telling me about Southern Baptists. And these 

are, like, categories of identity that I don’t understand. Do you know what I mean? 

  

Launer: Yes. 

  

Q: So I don’t necessarily know how to ask questions about that. 
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Launer: [01:13:48] Yes. Yes, and it’s—so my grandparents, they’re definitely Democrats on the 

Hispanic side, but they’re the kind of people, I think, that—it would be uncouth or—I don’t 

know a good phrase for it, but they wouldn’t talk about abortion. I think if you brought it up 

she’d be like, “Oh, I don’t know what that is,” or something. Do you know what I mean? 

[Laughs] Because I don’t think—I think that’s the kind of religion they are, but I don’t think that 

they spend time dwelling on, like, “There are people out there doing bad things.” And I think, by 

and large, they see the best in people because they’re super trusting, especially—that’s what’s 

funny, because my dad’s side of the family, I feel like if there was a Hispanic-looking guy 

walking down the street and my grandma was walking that she would cross or avoid, whereas 

my grandma Tilly [phonetic] would totally—I know that she would just be like, “Oh, hey.” You 

know what I mean? 

  

Q: To your grandmother, or, like, the equivalent stranger? 

  

Launer: Or to the guy or—yes. 

  

Q: Yes. 

  

Launer: [01:14:59] Because I’ve seen her just approach people. And I don’t think—if you asked 

her if she was comfortable around strangers, I don’t think she’d give you an answer. I think she’d 

be like, “Oh, I don’t know,” [laughs] when clearly she is. 

  

Q: Right. 
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Launer: [01:15:11] She’s very soft-spoken. And then, my grandpa Pete, he’s kind of the same 

way. But he’s ninety-something, so now he doesn't hear anything, so he’s just kind of like, 

“Whatever.” [Laughs] He’s a cool guy. 

  

Q: This is terrible, but I have to go to another interview. 

  

Launer: [01:15:34] Cool. 

  

  

[END OF INTERVIEW] 

  

 


