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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with John Hyndman 

conducted by Whitney Dow on September 22nd, 2017. This interview is part of the Study on 

White People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



 

 

3 Session # (video) 

Interviewee: John Hyndman Location: Battle Creek, MI 

Interviewer: Whitney Dow Date: September 22nd, 2017 

 
Q: [17:56:50] So, firstly, can you tell me your name, where you’re from, and just a little bit about 

your background? 

 

Hyndman: [17:56:58] Okay, my name is John Hyndman. I was born and raised in East Lansing, 

Michigan. I moved to Battle Creek sixteen years ago to take a job, or to work a job here, and I’m 

not really sure what else I should add to that— Oh, okay, I could say what I do for a living. After 

I got out of high school, my first job was as an auto mechanic, and I decided very quickly that I 

didn’t like the dirt and the grease and the grime and the fumes. And then I started working as a 

manager of a pizza shop, and then from that I took an opening at the City of East Lansing’s 

drinking water treatment plant and I became a water plant operator, and that is what I have now 

done for about thirty years, and working at a variety of different municipal drinking water plants. 

And I currently work for the plant here in Battle Creek.  

 

Q: And how’s the water in Battle Creek? 

 

Hyndman: [17:57:52] It’s very good. It’s kind of, like, what you call hard water because we use a 

groundwater resource, but it’s pure and clean, and it’s not contaminated with anything. So, in 

general, groundwater is safer than surface water from rivers or lakes or impoundments. So, it’s 

great water, yeah. 
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Q: And hard water tastes a lot better than soft water.  

 

Hyndman: [17:58:15] Yeah, I think so, yeah, yeah. You just have to use a little more soap in 

your laundry.  

 

Q: It’s like in New York City the water’s so hard, you go in, like, you put the shampoo in your 

hair, and it’s like gone that.   

 

Hyndman: Right, right. 

 

Q: It’s like my mother-in-law is in Maryland. I’d be soapy for like three days down there. So can 

you tell me—like, I don’t know that much about you, because you came in the process late. Can 

you just say, what inspired you to participate in this project? 

 

Hyndman: [17:58:49] Honestly, my sister was originally going to do it, and then she had some 

other obligations, so she just called me and gave me a kind of a brief rundown and asked if it 

sounded like something I wanted to do, and I thought it sounded like a lot of fun, so I said yeah. 

And besides, I didn’t really have any plans for this evening anyway, so I thought it would be a 

nice change of pace.  

 

Q: And so how did you find the process of filling out the previous two surveys? 
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Hyndman: [17:59:23] It was interesting. I mean, I had no idea what the questions were going to 

be, and so I still don’t really know what the slant or angle of this interview—I don’t know which 

way it’s going to go. But I found it—it was interesting, if nothing else.  

 

Q: Well, hopefully, there is no slant or angle. Like, the whole point of the project that we’re 

doing is I’m not—I don’t have an angle or a slant. It was sort of inspired by—I’ve done a lot of 

films over the years on race, but I’ve never done anything, really, on white—hadn’t done really 

anything on white people. I feel like everybody talks about black people, Latino people, and 

Asian people, but I’m white, and I don’t really kind of understand—I didn’t really understand 

what that meant. And so, I was interested in talking to white people about their relationship to 

whiteness. And it may sound like a weird idea, but it seemed kind of obvious. People haven’t 

really done that before. So, there’s no real slant; it’s just me wanting to—it’s a project that we’re 

working on. And so, hopefully there’s not—there’s not a pre-existing goal. There’s more— 

 

Hyndman: [18:00:31] Right. Well, it sounds like fun.  

 

Q: So first of all, can you tell me how would you describe your identity? How do you think of 

yourself in the world? 

 

Hyndman: [18:00:42] My identity as in like racially, or just—? 
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Q: Yeah, racially, yeah. You know, I think people, they think of—sort of they rank it.  Well, I’m 

a father, I’m a water treatment operator, I’m this, I’m that. So just sort of like—yeah, and then 

racially, as well.  

 

Hyndman: [18:00:55] Racially, I certainly identify as white. I am a father. I have three children 

who are now adults, and one grandchild who is almost an adult; she’s seventeen. As far as to 

where do I fit in in American society, I’m basically—I consider myself, in the scheme of society, 

probably just a peon, a nothing, you know. I’m just a blue-collar, working stiff, and I don’t 

have—I don’t feel I have, like, much influence in the world, nor do I really seek any influence in 

the world. I’m just kind of living for myself, and trying to have a great life.  

 

Q: And do you think you feel like you have a great life? 

 

Hyndman: [18:01:36] Oh, yeah, yeah, I’m fairly happy with, I guess, my station in life and what 

I do for fun and everything. So yeah, I’m generally quite pleased, yeah.  

 

Q: So, you said that you’re a white male. What is it that makes you white? 

 

Hyndman: [18:01:54] Good question. What makes me white? Other than just my white, 

Caucasian by birth, you know, my ethnicity—I’m German-Irish. But I was raised in what my 

mother had described—she said we were WASPs, okay, you know, White Anglo-Saxon 

Protestants, is how, probably when I was in middle school, how my mother, I guess—the words 

she used to describe who we were.  
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Q: And do you feel like you have, like, from her calling you WASP and everything, do you feel 

like you have a relationship to whiteness? How do you feel about being white? Do you feel, like, 

an affinity to other white people? What’s your relationship to being white?  

 

Hyndman: [18:02:41] My relationship to being white—honestly, I don’t really think about, nor 

worry about, race, or “whiteness,” on a day-to-day basis. It doesn’t really come up. It doesn’t 

come up in conversation. However, most of my friends are white, but not all. I have some 

Hispanic friends. I don’t really have any African American friends, but I just don’t really know 

anybody who’s African American. But my day-to-day life doesn’t really involve, like, identity 

politics, or I—you know, you just do your job, and then you do whatever it is you do for fun, and 

you pay your bills, and race doesn’t really seem to play in my life very often.  

 

Q: Can you tell me a little about your community you live in? What’s the racial makeup of your 

community? Is it a mixed community? Is it a homogenous community? 

 

Hyndman: [18:03:38] Well, Battle Creek as a whole is a mixed community, which I think is 

probably maybe fifteen to eighteen percent African American, the rest mostly white, maybe one 

percent, two percent Hispanic, and probably 0.05 or 0.5% some Asian. My neighborhood, 

however, is probably fifty-five to sixty percent white, thirty percent black, and then the rest 

Hispanic.  
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Q: So, I mean, that’s actually very different from a lot of people we’ve talked to. I know there’s a 

lot of very segregated neighborhoods in Battle Creek, and that you live in a pretty mixed 

neighborhood. And I guess the question I’d ask, then: why do you think even though you live in 

a pretty mixed neighborhood you don’t have any personal close relationships with people who 

are black? 

 

Hyndman: [18:04:32] Okay, I don’t have any close personal relationships with people who are 

black because I don’t have probably many close personal relationships with anybody. I don’t 

know the name of the people who live across the street from me. I do know everybody who lives 

right next door to me. But I probably only know maybe two or three people in a four-block 

radius of my home. Now, my home is a lower-income housing area. Everybody calls it the 

ghetto. It’s probably not the worst neighborhood in town here, but it’s probably maybe the 

second worst. On my block, which has perhaps seventeen, eighteen houses on it, only two people 

are homeowners, myself and one of my neighbors. Almost everything in my neighborhood is 

rental. And the neighborhood has changed. Most renters, you know, six months and they’re 

gone. Either they get evicted, or something happens and they move somewhere else. So, the 

neighborhood changes quite often, and again, it’s at least ninety percent rental, so you might just 

meet somebody and then two weeks later they pack up all their stuff and leave.  

 

Q: And has the neighborhood always had this both—been what you call the ghetto, and also 

always been mixed? 
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Hyndman: [18:05:48] Since I have lived in Battle Creek. I’ve been here for seven years now, and 

in the seven—why did I say that? I’ve been in Battle Creek for sixteen years. I’ve lived in this 

particular house in this neighborhood for seven years. And it has always been generally regarded 

as a bad neighborhood. Now, it’s actually gotten a little better since the recession. In 2008-2009, 

when the markets collapsed, a whole bunch of houses got repo-ed [repossessed], and then a 

bunch of the repo-ed houses got looted. People come in and they steal all the copper plumbing 

and everything else they can out of them. Then the house gets condemned, and then the City or 

perhaps the County Land Bank, then tears down the house. In my neighborhood, I think they’ve 

removed about maybe sixty, seventy houses, an enormous amount of houses, which has actually 

improved the neighborhood, because, if nothing else, just because it’s less crowded, okay. But 

the neighborhood has generally gone downhill. We used to have a very nice elementary school, 

which is the one my son had attended. Now that school is closed, but, you know, the 

demographics are changing. There’s less children than there were before, so several schools 

within the city have been shuttered. And the one closest to my neighborhood has been shuttered, 

which, you know, then that kind of drags the neighborhood down a little bit.  

 

As a side benefit, though, the two houses which were right next door to me, both of those got 

condemned and bulldozed, and I was able to buy the vacant lots off the County Land Bank for, 

you know, a pittance, so I was able to greatly increase my yard, which is, I don’t know, thirty-

three feet wide. It’s now 120 feet wide, and I’ve got half an acre. So it’s actually helped me out 

personally. And then several other people in the neighborhood—when a house gets torn down, 

the adjacent landowners are given first rights to purchase a vacant lot. And it’s just two hundred 

bucks and a twenty-dollar filing fee, so most of the neighbors do acquire the vacant lots, which 



  Hyndman – 1 – 10 

 

gives them, you know, bigger yards, so now they can do more things, maybe build a garage, or 

more room for their children to play, or whatever it may be. So, the neighborhood is getting 

better than what it was, and I credit that mostly to houses getting torn down.  

 

Q: That’s really interesting. Coming back to the discussion of race again, have you found that 

being white has been a benefit to you, or a drawback to you in any way? 

 

Hyndman: [18:08:26] I don’t know if being white has really directly—I’m sure it probably has 

benefited me, but I don’t think I can cite a specific example. Like, I can’t say I’ve gotten ahead 

in my job or anything like that due to my race. I don’t feel that has anything to play with it. 

Where I work, we have a rather diverse workforce, probably not as diverse as it should be, but 

it’s quite diverse. And, you know, there are supervisors who are white and supervisors who are 

black, and I believe there might be a couple who are Hispanic. But my particular department is 

small, and I don’t interact with all the other departments, so I don’t really know many of the 

people who are within my workplace.  

 

Q: And have you had any—has there been any drawbacks, things that have impacted you badly 

because of your race?  

 

Hyndman: [18:09:13] I can’t think of any negative impacts I’ve had for being white. It’s never 

been—I’ve never felt, like, discriminated against, or I’ve never been bypassed for some other 

opportunity, that I’m aware of, like, for some kind of affirmative action or anything. So, I can’t 

think of any downside or negative.  
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Q: Can you remember an experience or an event where you became really aware of your race? 

Has that ever happened to you? 

 

Hyndman: [18:09:49] Probably in—I was raised in kind of an exclusive, rather white 

neighborhood as a child. In my elementary school there was only one African American. And 

then it was probably middle school, probably, when I was exposed to African American or other 

people, other races like Oriental. There was no Orientals at my elementary school. There was no 

Hispanics at my elementary school. It was a very, very white area. Of course, we’re talking the 

1960s, you know, and into the 1970s. So, I guess I probably didn’t know there was any other 

race, really, until middle school? I never had a black friend because there was only one black kid 

in the whole school and he was two grades younger than me, you know. So, it was probably 

middle school when I first encountered other races than just typical white. Everyone I knew was 

pretty much, well, either white or—there was a lot of Jewish, which I also consider white, but a 

lot of Jewish in my neighborhood. Like I said, it was kind of rich-y neighborhood, and— so it 

was probably middle school, sixth grade when—what is that, twelve years old or something, 

eleven, twelve years old—is when I became aware that there was more than just white people.  

 

Q: Do you think there’s a white culture? Like, people always talk about black culture, Hispanic 

culture. Does that mean there’s conversely a white culture? 

 

Hyndman: [18:11:35] Yeah, I believe there is a white culture, but I don’t really know how to 

describe it, because to me it’s—I guess what I would call white culture is what I try to do as my 
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normal life. However, I don’t really know a good way to describe it. If a Martian came and asked 

me and said, “Okay, describe your culture to me,” I don’t really know that I would have the right 

words to put it in. But there certainly is. You know, every ethnicity, in general, if they have 

basically lived their life within their ethic group they are going to adopt or think that they’re—

you know the way they’ve been raised, that’s going to be their norm.  

 

Q: And are we sort of, as white people, are we sort of, I guess, distinguishable as a separate 

group, compared to other groups? Do we have races the way other races have races that we think 

about?  

 

Hyndman: [18:12:38] Can you try to say that a slightly different way? 

 

Q: Yeah, I guess the thing is that, you know, we think about people who are Hispanic or Asian 

and black, but are we sort of, like, a homogenous group? 

 

Hyndman: [18:12:55] Well, okay, yeah, as a whole but, you know, it’s—different groups as in—

okay, being white is still separated by other demographics, like your income, your education. 

You know, poor white people aren’t going to be hanging out with richer white people. 

Uneducated white people are not going to be hanging out with educated white people, because 

they really have nothing in common. So being white is not in and of itself; it also depends on 

basically where you fall economically, and based upon your education. But I assume that’s 

probably not just white people. I mean, poor Hispanics are not going to be hanging out with 

millionaire Hispanics, or African Americans, any race. I think this is kind of across the board. 
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We are not only separated by races; we are separated by income, and, like, professional or 

educational level and background.  

 

Q: Are you happy you’re white? 

 

Hyndman: [18:14:07] Sure, yeah. Yeah, I’m happy to be who I am, and I guess if I was born 

something else other than white, I assume I would be happy to be that, as well. You know, you 

are what you are, yeah. 

 

Q: You think that your life would have been the same if you had been born something else? 

Because I’m not sure how [unclear]— 

 

Hyndman: [18:14:30] No, I think if I had been born some other race, you know, let’s say black, 

or Hispanic, or even Asian, I assume—well, I certainly wouldn’t have had the same group of 

friends, okay, because living in a majority white school, you know, you make all white friends. 

Most of my classmates or peer group did not mix so much with the other groups. Like, in my 

high school, there was a definite split, even more so than middle school. In middle school there 

might be some black kids that we were all friendly with, or, you know—but in high school it’s 

like they almost formed their own clique, and their own—like, in a cafeteria they would self-

segregate into their own tables, and there was very, very little mixing throughout the high school 

of white and African American, and there was only a handful of Hispanics. But the Hispanics 

were generally in a poorer socioeconomic group, and they all kind of hung out—well, okay, 

there was a neighborhood which, at least at the time, was a low-income area of East Lansing, 
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known as Tower Gardens. And most of the Hispanics were from the Tower Gardens area. And I 

don’t know if there’s really any African Americans in Tower Gardens, but the Hispanics and 

low-income white people. So, the Tower Gardens group, which would be Hispanics, or Chicano, 

as we referred to them then, would self-segregate with other members of the Tower Gardens 

group, but that was more upon income, so much than, I think, any kind of racial identity. People 

group themselves with the similar income, similar experiences. You know, the people who you 

meet in grade school—you know, first grade, kindergarten through fifth grade—those are going 

to be a lot of your friends all the way through middle school and high school, so it doesn’t really 

change that much. You’re sticking with your same group you’ve had.   

 

Q: Do you attend church? What are your—? 

 

Hyndman: [18:16:43] No, I’m basically an atheist, I suppose would be the best way to describe 

it. I believe there’s probably a “higher power,” you know something you can probably call God, 

but I don’t think that any of our—the organized religions really grasp it very well. I think it’s 

probably more of a—well, I believe there’s a right and wrong, and I believe there’s probably 

reward or punishment, depending on the way you live your life. I think it all kind of comes back 

to you one way to another, okay. So maybe I could throw out the terms of—there’s some kind of 

a concept of a heaven and hell, but I don’t know if they’re, like, as described by any of the major 

religions. But I do assume that if, you know, if you’re a really evil person or a murderer, 

probably there’s some kind of karma, and it’ll come back and haunt you. And I think if you live 

your life well, then I think there’s probably some kind of reward in the afterlife, but I don’t really 

know what the afterlife is.  
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Q: What about political affiliations? Do you have strong political beliefs? 

 

Hyndman: [18:17:53] Yeah, my political philosophy, I’m—I kind of lean libertarian, but I don’t 

ever vote libertarian because they never have any chance in any kind of election, so I generally 

vote along with the Republican party line, because there’s no—you know, it’s like Green Party; 

it’s never going to go anywhere. Neither is the Libertarian party. But I would generally lean 

toward kind of conservatism, and also I believe in, like, a really small government. I think we 

could easily fire half the federal employees, and life would get better, you know. So, kind of 

libertarian.  

 

Q: Are you a government employee at the water plant? 

 

Hyndman: I am a municipal employee, yeah.  

 

Q: Do you think they should fire municipal employees? 

 

Hyndman: [18:18:47] Well, my particular part does, you know—I mean, we’re a nonprofit 

public service organization, and striving to, you know, produce good quality drinking water for 

our customers. So it can certainly be done by a private company; however, any private company 

was to take that venture, it would be for-profit, and they would have a monopoly, because we’re 

basically the only game in town. The water comes from us. We own the pipes in the road. So 

we’re a monopoly, and I would hate to see a private organization do the monopoly, because then 
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they would—you know, their goal is to make a profit. Our goal is not to make any money at all.  

We just hope to break even and pay for the pipes, you know, when they break. Profit is not a 

motive for us; it’s just the highest quality water at the lowest possible cost to the consumers.  

 

Q: In this last election, did you vote along the Republican party line? 

 

Hyndman: [18:19:46] Yeah, I voted for Trump.  

 

Q: And what were—because Trump is not a traditional Republican. I mean, if you’re, like, 

saying you’ve always voted for Republicans, what were some of the animating factors that made 

you want to support Trump? 

 

Hyndman: [18:19:56] Well, okay. Let me throw out a couple things. I hate political dynasties, 

okay. George Bush, Jr. should have never run, and certainly I don’t want Jed Bush. I hate to see 

any dynasty. Like, the Bushes should have never happened. And then, likewise, I didn’t want the 

Clintons to happen. Again, that’s the dynasty thing. I don’t think that that’s—you know, it’s just 

not part of our society. That’s for people who follow kings and queens, in Great Britain or 

something, but not for us.  

 

Now, the day I heard Trump was running for office, my—first I laughed, I thought it was a joke, 

okay. My gut reaction is, you know, like, that pompous asshole, who the hell does he think he is? 

Like, a billionaire, a billionaire can’t represent—has nothing in common with me, and a 

billionaire cannot—has no clue of, like, the wants and needs of the common working man, the 
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blue-collar worker. So, I thought it was the most absolutely ridiculous idea I had ever heard. I 

thought it was just a joke, I didn’t think he was even serious.  

 

However, then as I started—as the other candidates dropped out, and then as I heard basically his 

speeches or, you know, the bullshit promises every candidate makes, I started leaning more and 

more to him, all the way to the point where, you know, I got a Trump sign for my yard. And 

there’s a couple things I liked about Hillary, but she lost it with that “deplorables” comment, 

okay. You can’t insult—you can’t call half the country a name, okay, and think you’re going to 

get anywhere. So that was the point of crystallization where I knew for sure that I was going to 

vote for Trump. However, I would have never—if you had asked me this a couple of years ago I 

would say it was the most ridiculous idea in the world for Trump to be president. I mean just 

utterly ridiculous.  

 

Q: And what changed you? Because you said this idea that, like—the way you describe yourself, 

you’re a pretty down-to-earth guy. Like, you’re a good family man. You live in your 

neighborhood. You’ve worked hard your whole life in a single place. You bought—like, you’re a 

homeowner; you take care of it. How is a billionaire, as you call it—what was the attraction? 

How do you feel like he can represent you? 

 

Hyndman: [18:22:18] Well, some of the things that won me over was basically his talking about 

the economy, and I thought that as a businessman he may actually know how to run things better 

as far as the economy goes. I agree with some of this issues like border control. Now, I don’t 

know about a border wall, per se. I think that’s, you know, a ridiculous idea, just—but the wall is 
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a terrible idea. Increased enforcement on our borders, whether it would be on sea borders, our 

border with Canada, our border with Mexico, any of our borders, I think is a great idea, whether 

it’s to stop smuggling of some kind of illicit substances or just, you know, undocumented 

workers. We have a program for guest workers, and maybe they have to expand the guest worker 

program but—I’m against illegal immigrants from anywhere. And I’m not trying to pick on 

necessarily Hispanics or Mexicans. I don’t want them from Ireland, okay. I don’t want them 

from Germany. I don’t want them from Sweden. I don’t want them from Australia, okay. If they 

can come here legally on some normal visa, that’s fine, but they shouldn’t be sneaking across the 

border.  

 

And then also his—so that was the second thing. Also as a—I suppose you could say a typical 

right-winger, I am a gun enthusiast. You know, I have, like, a carry permit. And I was afraid that 

Clinton would probably be anti-gun, and I don’t know if Trump is pro-gun, but Trump certainly 

would not make, like, firearm ownership more restrictive. So I thought he was, like, a safer bet 

than Hillary Clinton would be. So basically, on the economy is what sold me the most, and then 

other issues like border control, which is really economy, okay, and then on firearms rights, I just 

would lean more toward his thinking. But again, during a campaign year, you know, everything 

any candidate says is bullshit.  

 

Q: And what about his—sort of what the media would call his racially charged comments? For 

someone who seems, like, pretty accepting, living in this integrated neighborhood and working 

with all kinds of people, did you have any—what do you think about how race was used in the 

campaign? 
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Hyndman: [18:24:46] I don’t recall Mr. Trump, or President Trump, saying anything really 

racially. I mean, now, I don’t sit there and follow the news every day, because I consider most of 

it BS [bullshit], especially during election time. It’s probably a time during which I will watch 

the least news, okay. Because no matter whether it’s FOX News or CNN, it’s all crap, okay. So, I 

have not heard anything racist from Mr. Trump. Now, maybe he did say something but if so, I 

never saw it. Likewise, I never heard anything racist from Hillary, either, in one way or another, 

either pro or—either in favor of one group or against another group, other than dissing half the 

country by calling them deplorable. But so, I’ve never seen anything, personally, racial coming 

from Mr. Trump.  

 

Q: And how do you like the job he’s doing so far? 

 

Hyndman: [18:25:46] Well, I think he’s trying. I’m happy with President Trump. I’m not very 

happy with our Congress. I mean, right now, Republicans got the House and the Senate. You 

know, we’ve got it, and why they can’t pass laws is beyond me. Well, I know why: it’s because 

our Congressmen want to be re-elected, and they’re afraid—like repealing the Affordable Care 

Act, which I would love to see repealed. I feel they should have done that, and, you know, then 

you got McCain holding out and whoever else is holding out. So, Trump is still on track; he’s 

just not getting the support from Congress that I believe he should have. So, I don’t expect him 

to really change a whole lot. You know, a good presidency will not make a whole lot—if your 

life is good you don’t want change, okay; you just want the status quo. I don’t want new rules. I 

don’t want new programs. I just want to live day-to-day with no changes to my life one way or 
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another. So if we never get any single bill or any law passed for the next four, hopefully eight 

years, that’s fine, too.  

 

[Interruption] 

 

Q: I think that’s an interesting take on it, for someone who’s [laughs]—that just you like your 

life, and you don’t want change, so vote for gridlock. [laughs] 

 

Hyndman: [18:27:11] There is one change, and let me just throw this out there—this is totally 

off-subject: why didn’t Obama give us the metric system? And why are we not on the metric 

system? We should have gone to this years and years and years ago, and I thought for sure when 

Obama was president, he was going to try to drag us into the metric system, and I’m all for it, 

and it never even came up. And I don’t think Trump is going to bring it up either.  

 

Q: I like the idea of a metric system voter. Like, one-issue voters, I’m a metric system voter. But 

the thing is: can you imagine if Obama had tried to bring the metric system? People would have 

said it was some Muslim plot. “Oh, it’s French.” You know, like, they would have…  I think 

only a conservative could bring in the metric system, because if a liberal tried to bring in the 

metric system they would say they were trying to make— 

 

Hyndman: [18:28:01] Right. I would have been a lot happier with the metric system than I would 

have been with the Affordable Care Act, you know. But yeah, I was so hoping. That was the one 
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thing I was hoping for is give us the metric system. I just don’t understand why we haven’t 

switched, why we didn’t do it forty years ago. I just don’t get it.  

 

Q: And what is it about the metric system that you think is important? 

 

Hyndman: [18:28:26] Well, first of all, it’s so much easier. Like converting liters to deciliters, or, 

you know, any—you know, it’s all multiples of ten, as far as conversion factors. And we are, 

like, the last—I believe almost—maybe there’s some other, one or two teeny, teeny nations that 

aren’t on the metric system, I don’t understand why we couldn’t join the rest of the world with it. 

It’s logical. It’s very logical. It makes sense. [laughter] Yeah. 

 

Q: I ride a motorcycle, ride an old British motorcycle. It has, like, old SAEs and stuff. I mean, I 

can’t get wrenches to fit stuff, so I wouldn’t mind. So at least we’re not there. How do you 

think—what about your relationship to history and race? So, to circle back to race a little bit. I 

mean, I think that everybody kind of agreed that there was—you know, that in the past, like, 

black Americans long ago were treated pretty badly, [unclear]— 

 

Hyndman: Oh, absolutely, they were treated badly.  

 

Q: And that there was, you know, institutionalized slavery obviously. Then there was, you know, 

institutionalized –  

 

Hyndman: The whole Jim Crow era, yeah. 
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Q: So, do Americans today owe anything to black people because of those things from the past? 

 

Hyndman: [18:30:00] No, I don’t believe, like, we owe anything, because I feel they’ve—things 

have changed enough now where I believe that all races in the United States are pretty much on 

equal footing. So, it is up to—and I’m not just going to say African American, whether it would 

be any race, it’s up to them to empower themselves. They shouldn’t need, you know, like, 

handouts, or an unfair advantage over any other race. Let me just throw out an affirmative action, 

okay. Affirmative action is racism. It’s favoring one race over another race, which is racism. So, 

I’m opposed to any form of affirmative action, whether it be in college admission, or in 

employment, or in anything. But no, I don’t think we—you know, I’m Potato Famine Irish. My 

relatives had nothing to do with any form of slavery, except for we were indentured servants in 

Ireland. We were the slaves. But so no, I do not feel that the white race owes the African 

American race any particular advantage to bring them into—to bring them—I don’t know if—

whether I want to say—to bring them up in society. You know, everyone is responsible for 

themselves. It’s not, in my opinion, the government’s job to see if somebody succeeds or fails. 

It’s up to how they live their own lives. 

 

Q: Yeah, because if you look at the data, you know, white people have six times the median net 

worth of black people, since, like, something like—it’s more than—it’s like 11,000, or 160,000; 

you know, we live longer; we have lower insurance premiums, mortgage rates. So there 

definitely still is inequity in the country if you look at, like, the raw data. And so how do you—

whose responsibility is it to change that? 
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Hyndman: [18:32:12] Okay, there is inequity, definitely. There’s no question that there is. Who 

says life is supposed to be fair, okay? Who says life is supposed to be equal? It is up to every 

person to bring themselves up, whether they are black or white or Oriental or Hispanic or 

whatever. They are responsible for their own destiny. It’s not the government’s job, in my 

opinion. Again, this more goes to my libertarian-type philosophy. But then again, I don’t like—

not so much just on race, I don’t like government-subsidized anything, okay. I don’t believe in 

government-subsidized farming. I don’t believe in government-subsidized corn. I mean, ninety-

five percent of your corn farmers are probably white, okay, probably white males. I don’t believe 

in subsidized housing. I don’t believe in subsidized food. I don’t believe in food stamps, or 

whatever it’s called now. It’s not the government’s job to bring people up. Everyone is 

responsible for themselves.  

 

Q: And what about—you have a carry permit, and do you think that—I don’t know if you are 

carrying now— 

 

Hyndman: No, absolutely not.  

 

Q: I don’t mind. The last guy was, and he, you know, pulled out his gun. So, we’re fine. We have 

no issues with people who carry guns here. But do you think that—because when you think 

about everybody’s being pulled over, and you think about that, do you think you would be—if 

you got pulled over by a police with your gun, would you feel safe being pulled over by the 



  Hyndman – 1 – 24 

 

police, being pulled over with a gun? And versus do you think that a black person would have 

the same experience being pulled over by the police, and/or they’re carrying a gun? 

 

Hyndman: [18:33:52] No, I would feel safe, but I also know how to behave myself when pulled 

over. If I’m getting pulled over, chances are I deserved it, but not necessarily. But the very first 

thing I’m going to do is I’m going to turn on my—well let’s say it’s night, okay. Well, either 

way, day or night, the first thing I’m going to do is I’m going to turn on my four-way flashers, 

and I’m going to move very slowly and deliberately, and I’m going to put my window down. If 

it’s night time I’m going to turn on my dome light, so the officer can clearly see me, and I might 

even just sit there and kind of place my hands right there on the window to greet the officer, 

“Hello officer.” Now, here in Michigan, we’re required to, if you’re a concealed carry holder, 

we’re required on first contact with the Police Department to inform them that we’re a holder, 

and whether or not we are carrying at the time. So, I would say “Hello, officer. I have a 

concealed carry permit and I either do have a firearm with me or I don’t have a firearm with me.”  

 

Now, I think a lot—not always, okay; I’ve seen the horrible videos of somewhere down South 

where some guy literally walking or jogging away from an officer and the officer shoots him 

three times in the back or whatever it was. You know, everyone has seen those videos. And I’ve 

also seen handcuffed people, videos of handcuffed people just sitting on the ground, getting 

pummeled with nightsticks for no apparent reason. I feel, however, a lot of the people who have 

trouble with law enforcement basically bring it on themselves, with the attitude they present to 

the officers on their first encounter. What happens in that first fifteen seconds sets the tone, and I 

feel everybody should just basically be on their best behavior and answer “Yes, sir,” “No, sir,” 
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“Yes, ma’am,” “No, ma’am,” and not be argumentative, and everyone should know to, like, not 

make quick moves. Don’t go reaching underneath the seat of your car. Maybe that’s where you 

keep your proof of insurance, but if that’s where it is, and the officer asks for it, then you inform 

them, “Officer, my proof of insurance is underneath my seat. May I please reach underneath and 

get it?” 

 

Most of the problems that happened are brought on by the occupants of the vehicle, regardless of 

race, but not always. I do think—you know, there is what’s referred to as “driving while black.” 

That does exist, I’m certain it does exist, not a stereotype. However, I don’t know if that’s—is 

that because the police officers are racially profiling, or is it because in whatever particular 

neighborhood or wherever this is occurring, chances are that whatever crime it is—? You know, 

if it’s an African American neighborhood, if there’s nine blacks and one white, obviously blacks 

are going to be pulled over more than whites. So, it depends on the demographics of that 

particular city or portion of the city where this is occurring.  

 

[Interruption] 

 

Q: Is there anything—when you said you wanted to participate in this, is there anything 

particular you thought would be important to say in an interview like this? 

 

Hyndman: [18:37:26] No, I didn’t really hope to gain anything from it. Like, I’m certainly not 

going to red-pill you guys, and you’re not going to blue-pill me, okay. We’re set in our ways, 

and I’m certainly—you know, I’m not going to change anyone’s political philosophy here. And 
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like I said, I just—I thought this sounded fun, and I was kind of curious to see where this was 

going to go. You know, maybe I’ll get on 4chan and give them a transcript when this is all over 

with.  

 

Q: And how do you think it went? Did it feel like a straightforward, fair interview, or— 

 

Hyndman: Oh, I feel it’s very fair, yeah. I feel it’s open and honest, and I’m quite comfortable 

here, yeah.  

 

Q: Well, that’s good. I’m glad. And really, as I said, there’s no real agenda, and I’m very—you 

know, we’re very—I don’t actually know Todd too well. I’m very open about my political 

beliefs, and my beliefs on this stuff, and it’s just something I’m really interested in. And I 

certainly hope it’s never an impediment to having, like—I think part of, for me, the thing about 

having—that I do believe that there tend to be inequity, inequities in this country, and I do 

believe that it’s sort of on us white people to kind of, like, get to understand ourselves a little 

better, and how we are in the world, and we do that by talking to each other. And as I said before 

there’s a lot of conversations about other races, and we rarely have the opportunity to talk to each 

other about our experience as white people. And so maybe it’s a dumb idea. I’m not sure— 

 

Hyndman: [18:38:56] No, I think it’s great. I appreciate having an open, honest dialogue. Like I 

said, I think this is great. Do I expect to change anything? No, absolutely not, but I’m certainly 

enjoying myself, and I hope you guys are, as well, and I hope anybody who watches this video or 
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does whatever this study is hoping to accomplish, I hope they get some enjoyment out of this, 

also.  

 

Q: What are some questions that we should be asking Battle Creek? 

 

Hyndman: [18:39:25] Well, I have a question: why would you pick this shithole? Of all places, 

why Battle Creek? [laughter] 

 

Q: I mean, Battle Creek was interesting for us because everyone—we wanted to come to 

Michigan because Michigan is perceived as this state that flipped.  

 

Hyndman: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

 

Q: You know, voting twice for Obama, and now to Trump. And so we are sort of interested—

and, you know, whether or not it’s true, and we have all different opinions on it—and I’m trying 

to understand whether it is true—there’s a narrative in the media that a lot of the voting on the 

Trump side was driven by race, and driven by white identity. It shows that he won every 

category of white people in a way that, like, a Republican hasn’t won before, and he won, like, 

such a low percentage of most of the minorities. So whether or not it’s true or not, there is a 

perception in the electorate that it is true. And so, we’re trying to figure out, like, what’s in the 

community that would actually go from voting for, you know, the most progressive black 

president to someone who is really perceived as sort of a very right-wing, and very conservative, 

white. So, it’s just an interesting place to start. And Battle Creek is one of those counties that 
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flipped. So that’s really why we came here. And I grew up eating a lot of breakfast cereal, and 

I’ve always wanted to come to Battle Creek because it was always on the box, right? Battle 

Creek, Michigan. Battle Creek, Michigan. It’s such a cool name. So in some ways, it’s as good 

as any place to start, but we wanted to come to Michigan, and so this is where we landed.  

 

Hyndman: [18:41:24] Okay. Battle Creek is not that bad of a community. We’re generally what 

would be referred to as kind of a Rust Belt community. We have lost most our industry. And 

Kellogg has just now announced layoffs for 2018, and I think it’s like 238 full-time employees. 

That’s going to be 17 and a half million dollars out of our economy every month, so we’re 

hurting here in Battle Creek. However, we do have some promise of—you know, we have an 

industrial park, which is expanding, and we hope to open up a new—I don’t know, they’re going 

to manufacture some kind of car part or something, but so we have one factory coming into 

town. So, the town is getting better. But it still has—it has its problems.  

 

Q: And how are race relations in general in Battle Creek? 

 

Hyndman: [18:42:06] I think they’re generally okay. I mean, we don’t have Klan meetings or 

anything crazy like that in this town, and we don’t have the reverse; we don’t have Black Lives 

Matter meetings either. You know, church groups often have, like, maybe a parade or candlelight 

vigils and things like that in town, and perhaps to raise awareness. I believe they did something 

over the—what’s the word for them, again, the—oh, what’s the DACA [Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals], or what’s it pronounced, the thing— 
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Q:  Oh, DACA. 

 

Hyndman: [18:42:37] Yeah. Okay, they had—it seemed like they had some kind of a vigil 

downtown and a meeting, but no one gets—no one protests really anything here, because I think 

we’re all just too busy working and living our lives. Also, we don’t have any kind of—we have a 

community college here, but we don’t have a university, per se, and most, like, protest things 

happen, you know, around university communities. But I think the town still has a lot of promise. 

I hope we get some more industry here, to get—like, if you want to improve the lives or the 

welfare of the African Americans in the community, bring in some factories that pay twenty 

dollars an hour and give them jobs, okay. Again, let people improve themselves through work. 

And I can’t speak for anyone else in the community other than myself, but I would have no 

problem voting for a black person, or a Mexican person, an Asian person. I vote the candidate, 

not the race.  

 

Q: I think that we’ve pretty much covered it. What we’re going to do now—is there anything 

else that you want to address that we haven’t talked about? 

 

Hyndman: [18:43:45] No, this doesn’t go, but I can give you a funny story. It would take about 

two minutes of your time, if you want to hear it. This is back to the 1960s. We lived three doors 

down from—oh hang on, let me get his name. Who ran in the previous election, the Mormon 

guy? 

 

Q: Mitt Romney 
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Hyndman: [18:44:08] Okay, Mitt Romney’s father was George Romney, who was the governor 

of Michigan at the time. We lived three doors down from him. Like I said, it was kind of an 

exclusive neighborhood. And I had a couple encounters with the Romneys, and I was going to 

describe them to you. I don’t know if this—I think it was 1968, 1969, we had a huge blizzard 

here in Michigan. We got about three feet of snow over the course of one weekend. Everything 

was closed. All the schools were closed. Of course, I’m just a little kid in grade school. There’s 

only three TV channels—CBS, ABC, NBC—at the time, and Vietnam War is on the news every 

single night. Now, I don’t know where Vietnam is. As far as I know the jungles of Penang are 

literally two miles away from where we live. I have no concept whatsoever of geography. And 

then one morning I hear the [imitates rapid clunking sound], and there’s an army tank, you know, 

with turret and gun and everything, driving right down my street, with about five or six other 

little boys chasing after it. And I’m like, “Yeah, great, the war is finally here!” you know. And so 

I put my boots on, go run out, and it pulls three houses—it pulls around the corner, goes three 

houses down, and out walks Governor Romney with his briefcase, who climbs up the top of the 

tank and down the hatch, and then the tank reverses its course and drives back to the Capitol 

building in Lansing. That was the only way they could the—they called the National Guard to 

bring the Governor to the Capitol building during that blizzard.  

 

Now we’re going to fast forward to middle school age, and middle school kids tend to be 

troublemakers because you’re all hormonal, and you’re going through puberty. It’s Halloween 

night, and myself and a couple friends, you know, we have bars of soap with us and eggs and 

whatnot, as a lot of middle school kids do on Halloween night. So, we go trick-or-treating at the 
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Romneys' house. I had never trick-or-treated there before, but now we have the concept that 

they’re wealthy and they probably give out full-size candy bars. So, you know, ding dong, and 

Mrs. Romney—that would be Mitt Romney’s mother—answers the door in a very pretty dress 

and, “Oh, I’m sorry, we don’t celebrate Halloween. We’re Mormons.” And I didn’t even know 

that there was such a thing as a Mormon. It was my first experience with anyone who didn’t 

celebrate Halloween. I assumed it was universal. So there in the driveway is the Governor’s—I 

believe it was a big stretch—it was either a Lincoln or a Cadillac, big black Lincoln or Cadillac 

limo sitting there, with the wire wheels and everything. We soaped those windows up real good. 

So, I soaped the car windows of Mitt Romney’s dad, because they wouldn’t give me Halloween 

candy.  

 

Q: I’m trying to get the moral of that story. 

 

Hyndman: [18:46:58] There is no moral of the story. I just thought I’d throw it out there. 

[laughter] Give candy to the kids, when they knock on your door, you know?  

 

Q: Well thank you very much. You’re a great storyteller, by the way. That was—I mean, I’m a 

storyteller, so I appreciate a well-told story. That was great. So, what we are going to do now is 

we’re going to take some stills of you, so just look at me, and we’re going to just take some—I 

call them video stills, just—  

 

Hyndman: Sure.  
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[Pause] 

 

Q: Can you give me a smile? That’s the hardest thing to do is smile on command.  

 

Hyndman: Yeah. Tell a funny joke, you know. [laughter] 

 

[Pause] 

 

Q: Great. Thank you! 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 


