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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Nathan Hillman 

conducted by Whitney Dow on October 1st, 2017. This interview is part of the Columbia 

University Study on White People. 

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that s/he is reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



 

 

Q: So first, could you just tell me your name, where you’re from, what you do, and a little about 

yourself? 

 

Nathan: [03:04:19] My name is Nate Hillman. Work for a building supply company, shingles, 

siding, windows, fun stuff like that. Lived pretty much here in Battle Creek entire life. Born in 

Minnesota, lived in Texas for a little while. So there’s a six-year gap in there, but yes, been 

around here pretty much forever. 

 

Q: What motivated you to get involved in this project? 

 

Nathan: [03:04:29] Simply put, I was asked. [laughs] And I don’t enjoy hearing myself talk, but I 

have good answers, at least in my own head. So that’s how that one goes. 

 

Q: Well, there’s a rumor that the Hillmans are very opinionated. Is that true? 

 

Nathan: [03:04:36] Yes. As a collective group, Christmas can be quite fun. Yes. 

 

Q: Can you tell me a little bit, how often do you think about your own race? 
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Nathan: [03:04:42] My own race? Fairly often. 

 

Q: Can you put my question into your answer? 

 

Nathan: [03:04:45] Yes. I think about my own race fairly often. I guess I view it as a very— I 

don’t think I’m above anybody just because I am lighter, or I don’t have the extra flap over the 

eye—I mean, just—yes. That’s a good question. 

 

Q: Or maybe the question is, what are some of the situations, or could you recall a situation 

where you became acutely aware of—so can you recall a situation, a particular situation, or types 

of situations where you’ve become acutely aware of your own race? 

 

Nathan: [03:05:54] Acutely aware of my own race? 

 

Q: Or even just aware? It doesn’t have to be acute. 

 

Nathan: [03:05:58] No, not particularly. I mean, just going to school up here at KCC, right here 

in Battle Creek, certain classes bring up—you know, the Ethics class, and stuff like that, you 

become aware of things. Not really in my own personal life; I haven’t really, with all the jobs 

I’ve had, it’s always been quite the mix of people and demographics, and just stuff like that. So 

it’s never really been, I guess, my own personal venture into knowledge, and seeing things from 

other people’s perspective. Just being around a lot of Burmese people for a while, helping out, 
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teaching them English, stuff like that. So you see things from their perspective, as people react to 

them. And that has helped. But nothing personally towards me that I’ve dealt with, I guess. 

 

Q: All right, so let’s go back to this question of your whiteness, and how you perceive it. Again, 

it doesn’t have to be negative. But just if there are times in your day-to-day life where you think 

about your race? 

 

Nathan: [03:06:57] Right now, it has a lot to do with co-workers, because where I work, there’s 

six, seven people. It’s not a big place. But there’s a lot of opinions. And not many of them I 

agree with, because some of them have a very, very narrow-minded view, in my opinion, of just 

being better, just because of maybe because of their experiences. Maybe, I mean, just a lot of 

racial things, which for me, really just doesn’t—everybody’s everybody. They’re people. They 

bleed the same. Their lives are different, but at the end of the day, we’re all just people. I guess 

that’s where I see a lot of it, because once again, I don’t view myself as better just because I’m 

lighter, or whiter, or whatever, and it’s sad. It’s almost to the point where I pity them for their 

lack of experience, for their lack of perspective, I guess. Because they just go, “oh, I’m white, 

and everybody that’s black or Hispanic or immigrant, or whatever, always on welfare, and why 

am I working so hard to support them?” It’s just very narrow-minded. 

 

Q: Tell me a little bit about your job. You said there’s seven or eight of you? Or nine of you? 

 

Nathan: [03:07:41] Right at this moment we have six people. 
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Q: And what are the races of your co-workers? 

 

Nathan: [03:07:43] All European descent white. 

 

Q: So could you put my question— 

 

Nathan: [03:07:45] Oh yes, sorry. 

 

Q: So you can say, “At work”— 

 

Nathan: [03:07:46] I work with all Caucasian white people. That’s what I have. And there’s six 

of us. 

 

Q: You say that some of the conversations and stuff, that there’s sort of—and it’s actually 

interesting that you think about your race when you’re—a lot of people I talk to, they say, “I 

don’t think about my race when I’m around people who aren’t white.” It sounds like being 

around white people gets you thinking about your race. Is that accurate? And can you tell me 

why? 

 

Nathan: [03:07:59] Yes. I think about my race mostly at work. I spend the most amount of time 

there, but we have open conversations, sometimes, about politics and elections, and all that fun 

stuff, which breaks every cardinal rule there is, but that’s okay. But no, that’s I guess because of 

their views, it gets me thinking. I just don’t buy into the fact that I’m a white American, that we 



  Hillman – 1 – 7 
 

are better. Or I’m better. It just doesn’t make sense. And it’s actually quite uncomfortable. Me 

even possibly thinking that way gets me uncomfortable, of, you know, that’s not how you learn. 

That’s not where understanding comes from, or acceptance. 

 

Q: And does it create conflicts at work that you have, such as they have a different view? Are 

you sort of an outlier? Or are there factions? Or are you the outlier? 

 

Nathan: [03:08:25] I am the outlier. I’m one of the few that are, I guess. With that few people, I 

guess—no, but yes, they all kind of seem to feel that way, that they’re almost like victims, 

because they’re helping—or our tax money, however you want to put it—is going to help other 

people. And you have every advantage being a white male. If you don’t succeed, it’s not because 

of any other reason than, you didn’t. I mean, that’s how it works. You have every opportunity. 

For the most part, you’re not discriminated against. But somehow, oh, I have to pay for this, and 

all these illegal immigrants, and we should build a wall, and it’s just sad and ridiculous. I just 

don’t buy it. 

 

Q: I know a little bit about your background, having talked to your other family members. 

 

Nathan: Yes? 

 

Q: And I know that you didn’t come from a particularly privileged background, where you grew 

up. 
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Nathan: No. 

 

Q: So why do you think, and it sounds like the people that you worked with came from a similar 

background to yours. What do you think of the things in your life that made your view of the role 

of your race, and your whiteness, different from your co-workers? 

 

Nathan: [03:09:01] My view? Can you repeat that one more time? 

 

Q: It sounds like that your co-workers have similar backgrounds to you. 

 

Nathan: Yes.  

 

Q: Where they came from. Why do you think you see the world differently than they do, even 

though you have shared life experiences? 

 

Nathan: [03:09:12] Lack of ego, I would say. I treat everybody with the same respect until it is 

not deserved anymore, no matter what race, color, gender does. My own—well, I have three 

daughters. The oldest is a lesbian, the youngest is still sort of undecided, which is cool. I have a 

gay brother. My middle daughter has a baby with a black man. But I love them, and it doesn’t 

matter. I guess it’s just been in the past five, six years that all that has come about. But even 

before then, I’m constantly trying to understand where people come from. And I want to know 

their story. Spent four years as a tattoo artist, met a lot of different people from a lot of different 

religions, and they were just people. It’s all just when you start putting a tattoo on somebody, it’s 
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all red blood. And that’s where it stops with me. It doesn’t matter after that. But I don’t know 

when all that started. I don’t know how it became that way. I’m not better than anybody. And 

that’s what it comes down to. 

 

Q: Talking about your daughters, and I wonder sometimes if people’s role view is affected by the 

conditions of their life, the fact that you have one, maybe two gay daughters, and another 

daughter who is in an interracial relationship. And you have an interracial grandchild. 

 

Nathan: Yes. 

 

Q: Or the fact that you have a complex family is because of who you are and how you raised 

them, that they were kind of open to people? Do you feel like that your experience raising 

daughters who then brought a complex set of identities into your world was transformational? Or 

do you feel like you were already in that place already? 

 

Nathan: [03:10:14] I feel I was already in that place already. Because even before, and my 

granddaughter would be a year old. But I view people as individuals, not based on their skin 

color. It’s not, oh, that person’s black. It’s not, that person’s Asian, or whatever it may be. It’s, 

how do they treat people? When it comes to my daughters, how do they treat them? Because that 

screams their personality, who they are. That has always mattered more to me than whatever 

they look like. I mean, I have quite a few tattoos, had many piercings through my life, some that 

actually literally scared people. 
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 So I’ve always been that stereotypical person that breaks the stereotypes, because I do 

love my daughters. There’s nothing I wouldn’t do for them. And just because you have tattoos, 

piercings, whatever it may be, it doesn’t mean you can’t be a loving, caring human being. It’s, 

you know, I didn’t have parental issues. They were great people. And so it started long before 

them, with—not counting my daughters. It just made the transition with my daughters much 

easier, because I was accepting. Never looked down on them just because of choices they made. 

It was just love, support, and tried to guide them to make better decisions. Not when it came to 

race or sexual preference, or anything like that, just you probably shouldn’t be out running 

around, drinking at the age of sixteen, you know? It’s that type stuff. But when you feel 

something, embrace what they feel. Listen to them. You may learn something that’s wonderful. 

 

Q: When you hear the words white culture, what do you think white culture is here in Battle 

Creek? 

 

Nathan: [03:01:05] White culture in Battle Creek? 

 

Q: Or do you think there’s a white culture? 

 

Nathan: [03:11:08] There’s a white culture everywhere. What that actually means, I don’t have a 

clue. I really don’t. I just don’t. We all make up where we are. And if there wasn’t other races, I 

mean, I don’t know. That’s a good one. 
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Q: Because we talk about black culture or Latino culture, so if there is a black culture, shouldn’t 

there also be, conversely, a white culture? 

 

Nathan: [03:11:23] Yes. But maybe I’m so detached from it because I don’t think like them, 

either that or I just flat out don’t care. That might be it. Because most white people that I’ve 

talked to don’t share views like I do. I mean yes, my family, that’s a little bit different. But I just 

don’t buy into it, maybe. Once again, it’s back to that, “I’m better,” well, a little bit different than 

white supremacists, but it’s still kind of along that same line. It’s just maybe not as extreme. But 

it’s just sad. Because why does there have to be a black culture or white culture? Once again, 

we’re all people. We all desire very similar things, to be loved, to be accepted. Just not be hated 

or disliked just because we look a particular way. I think I’m happy not being part of that. It 

makes my life a lot better, a lot less stressful. 

 

Q: Do you, your piercings and tattoos, was there any sort of conscious idea behind why you 

would have tattoos? Why did you want to have tattoos? Why did you want to have piercings? 

What do they signify to you? 

 

Nathan: [03:11:57] My piercings and tattoos signify individual feelings. I did it because I liked 

it, I wanted them; not because of any sort of attention. The attention that I got was always a 

byproduct of what I did. It was never purposely for that. But a lot of the attention I got, 

especially from elderly people and kids, was phenomenal, because they were just amazed by it. It 

wasn’t, “Oh my God, look at the Satan worshiper.” It was just, “Wow, that’s really different, and 

actually kind of cool. You’re a little freaky, but hey, that’s okay. You’re a really nice guy.” You 
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know, I mean, so that’s my preference as to doing things was always about how I felt. Not about 

how other people would view me. It helped with boyfriends while the kids were growing up. It’s 

always good to put fear in people when it comes to stuff like that. So that helped. But that wasn’t 

why I did them. It was always just about me and what I wanted, what I liked. 

 

Q: Did you ever think about it in terms of wanting to separate yourself from some sort of 

mainstream culture, that’s some sort of a signifier for you, that you’re not part? Because you talk 

like as if you’re separate from a lot of the views, and a lot of the [unclear] lives who were similar 

to you, and was there some sort of conscious choice to try and differentiate yourself from that? 

 

Nathan: [03:12:36] I don’t think there was a conscious decision to separate myself from other 

people. It was just simply about being me, doing what I like without harming other people. I 

guess maybe I offended a few people, but that’s hard for me to really care too much about. 

People in their own sensibilities are up to them. And once again, just because somebody looks a 

particular way doesn’t make them any different, it just means they look different. Core values, 

morals, scruples—they’re dictated by many other things than how somebody looks. And raise 

my children, love them to death. And just because I look different, it doesn’t change that. I could 

be wearing a three-piece suit and abuse my wife. What somebody looks like doesn’t dictate who 

they are. I guess that was always my point. 

 So I like breaking down stereotypes, because a lot of stereotypes are based on truth, a 

little bit. A small portion of it. But it was fun. It was a lot of fun, just simply walking through a 

grocery store and just being stared at, and having people just stop everything that they’re doing. 
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Their mouth drops open, and go, “What is that?” And I would just smile. “Hey, how are you 

doing?” Oh my God, you actually speak English with that in your face? Yes, it was a good time. 

 

Q: And are you happy that you’re white? 

 

Nathan: I am not happy I’m white. I am happy I’m alive. I am happy that I’m me. I suppose my 

race does dictate certain things, but my happiness doesn’t come from any sort of privilege. My 

happiness comes from knowing that it is a choice. You can love your life, you can love what you 

do, or you’d be miserable. And if you’re miserable, you probably should make better choices. 

With that being said, I suppose my happiness is helped by being white, because I do not have 

issues. Now that I took out piercings and stuff like that, I can walk down the street, and I don’t 

think too many people are really concerned that I’m just going to mug them, you know? I mean, 

I can walk around in a hoodie and with my hood up because it’s kind of chilly outside, and I 

don’t think anybody’s going to look at me and go, “Oh my God, he’s going to kill me,” or, “rape 

me,” or anything like that. If I was a black man doing the same thing, it’s all possible that it 

would be different. So I guess my race has contributed to the ease of my happiness. But it’s not 

because I am white. And I would like to believe no matter what race I am, I would still be happy 

because of the choices I make in life. 

 

Q: Have you gotten any benefits from being white that you can identify? 

 

Nathan: [03:14:05] I don’t think I’ve gotten any benefits. Once again, my life has been fairly 

easy getting jobs, stuff like that. But the places I’ve worked, I mean, even the place I have now, 
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there’s sixty-plus stores across the nation, and there’s a lot of different races throughout the 

corporation, just not necessarily at my store that I work at. I’m sure there’s been some benefit to 

being a Caucasian male, or whatever. But I would like to think that there wasn’t. And that’s only 

because I take pride in what I do, and I work hard. And that should define what you can or 

cannot do, or what you’re paid, or anything. It should be based on your ability. Not anything 

else. 

 

Q: Do you think that based on our history, or based on some of the things you talked about 

earlier, that we, as white Americans sitting here in 2017, someone who’s come from—I noticed 

in your background you weren’t raised on caviar and satin cushions. 

 

Nathan: Very true, yes. 

 

Q: And you sort of built a life for yourself, raised a family that you owe anything to black 

Americans because of our past history? 

 

Nathan: [03:14:40] I don’t think me personally, I owe anything to anybody, because knowing the 

background of my ancestors, and there was never slave owners. There was never anything, a lot 

of us came down from Canada, you know. And really, let’s see, mom was second generation 

down from Canada and stayed here in Michigan, so never really went south any farther than this. 

So do I think there are? There is a little bit owed to many people. You know, whether it’s Native 

American, whether it’s black, whether it’s the Irish community. Racism has gone back for many, 

many, many thousands of years. 
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 But I don’t think anything’s owed, because nobody alive today has owned anybody else. 

There is definitely discrimination and racism, yes, of course. And maybe those people just owe 

other races just simply to listen. Simply to have an open mind, and understand that they are 

people. Put yourself in their position. I mean, how, if things were flipped, and I guess if black 

people were the dominant race, if you will. I don’t mean “dominant” as saying we’re dominant, 

just in the position of power. That might be the better way of putting it. How would white people 

feel? As far as I’m concerned, it might be good for them, just to have a different perspective. Just 

to understand that, oh wow, okay. 

 Read a book called White Privilege, and it just wasn’t this overtly racist book, but it just 

simply explains certain things, like you have friends. If they’re white friends, you don’t say, “Oh 

yes, I’ve got these white friends,” but if they’re black or Asians, “Oh yes, well, they’re my Asian 

friends.” I never really thought about it like that, because I did help out with the Burmese 

community, and know some Vietnamese people that do nails, and just stuff like that. Until I 

actually read that, I never made that correlation of, I actually differentiate between my white 

friends and my other friends. Just simply saying, “Well, they’re Vietnamese.” Or, well, my 

daughter dates a black guy. Who cares? She’s dating somebody. She has a daughter. That’s all 

that matters. Not what color they were. Not, oh, they’re Vietnamese, and they do nails. Who 

cares? I have some friends, they do nails. 

 So that was just an eye-opener for me. Just something simple like that is, I guess looking 

back, a kind of form of racism. Why do we differentiate between what our friends are? Who 

cares? They’re your friends. You like them. That’s why you’re friends. What does it matter what 

they are or who they are, or what race they are? 
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Q: And what about we as sort of as a culture? What is we, white people in general? Do we, 

because we benefit from the systems that were created under white supremacy, do we owe black 

people something because of that? Is there something owed? I guess what I’m trying to get at is, 

what is our relation to history? Like, we’re seeing this moment now, here in 2017, it’s a point in 

continuum. What’s our relation to that continuum? 

 

Nathan: [03:16:26] Our relationship with history is to learn from it, and not do it again. But once 

again, that would take a higher level of thinking, thinking that we shouldn’t relive—white 

supremacy is not the best way to go. Any sort of supremacy. I make more money than you. That 

makes me better. No, it doesn’t. It just means maybe you are smarter. Maybe. Does that make 

you better? No. I mean, if society as we know it crashes, I’ll probably have a better chance of 

surviving than you, Mr. Rich Boy. That’s—no, I don’t. The way we proceed, history should 

teach us how to proceed. Not that we owe anybody anything. We owe people respect and 

acceptance. That’s what we owe them. 

 And that goes for everybody, not just black. Because if I walk into a dance club and it’s 

all black people, I don’t want to be treated differently just because I’m white. Because I’m not 

there to cause problems, but maybe at that moment in time, I would really fully understand what 

a minority might feel like, and just kind of go, wow, this is kind of different. Because you don’t 

see somebody that looks like you. And that’s what they deal with most of the time. I don’t think 

that answered your question, but that’s okay. 

 

Q: No, it totally answered my question. This is what I mean about, like, what I said earlier about, 

I don’t expect you to be an expert on anything. 
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Nathan: Right. 

 

Q: I just want to know how do you feel about things? So the answer to my question is your 

answer. 

 

Nathan: Okay. Fine. 

 

Q: That’s all I’m looking for. 

 

Nathan: All right. 

 

Q: I’m not looking for anything outside your answer. Don’t need to be, like, oh yes, this great 

philosophical saying. 

 

Nathan: Well— 

 

Q: Just, like, “This is my opinion.” That’s all. 

 

Nathan: I at least kind of want to stay on topic. 
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Q: How has the experience of interacting with the project been so far, taking the survey, taking 

the second survey? You were, like, I did this because I was told to. Then you’re, like, do it. Did it 

spark anything? Did it—? 

 

Nathan: [03:17:21] Well, I’m doing this because I wanted to. I was just simply asked about the 

opportunity. But this is definitely something that I do think about a lot. And because it is very, 

very relevant to the world I live in, because of family, because of choices they make, and how 

they feel. And it’s not necessarily a choice in certain things. I mean, I don’t think my daughter 

woke up one day and went, “Hmm, I think I like women.” I think it’s way deeper than that. You 

know, what somebody may find beautiful is different than other people. And that should be okay. 

But I’m not doing this because there’s any sort of obligation. It’s fun to expand the mind, and 

really actually take time to think about your own feelings, about your own thoughts. And that’s 

what this does. That what—it exercises your own beliefs. And that is a huge form of learning. 

 

Q: Does any particular part of the process, the surveys that you remembered that you were 

thinking about that you wanted to address in this conversation? 

 

Nathan: [03:17:55] There’s a few questions in the survey and stuff that leave a lot to be desired. 

They’re very, very black and white. There’s no shifting. The one question that really stands 

out—how was it worded? Something along the lines of, do you think it has more to do with how 

somebody is raised or their genetics that makes them who they are? And then that’s it. There’s 

those two options, or you don’t want to answer the question. There’s no option of going, it’s 

both. Your genetics do make up how you’re raised, where you’re at in society, and I went to 



  Hillman – 1 – 19 
 

pretty much a predominantly white school. It was very small. I think I had fifty-some-odd people 

graduate with me. I think there was two black people in my entire school, through all the classes. 

 So that wasn’t where I developed this, I guess, equal way of thinking, because it was all 

just white people. That’s all there was. So I mean, that question right there just left a lot to be 

desired. I can’t honestly answer that question. And then there was a couple of other ones that 

were similar, but that one really stood out to me. I just kind of went, no, that doesn’t fit. That 

leaves a lot on the table. Because no matter which way you answer, you’re not telling the entire 

truth of—and I understand. It’s a survey; you have to kind of break it down and narrow it down 

to specific things, but anyway, maybe a third option of “both.” “Both A and B.” Something, 

anyway. 

 

Q: Maybe give it one of the slider answers, if it was, like, you have genetics and experience, 

you’d be, like, which one? And make it [unclear]. 

 

Nathan: [03:18:41] Yes, that would have helped. But I still don’t think that would have covered 

it, because there’s so many different variables that go into how somebody truly views the world 

as an adult, you know. Yes, so there’s a lot of similarities between, say, my dad and I. But 

there’s a lot that I’ve learned just with my own experiences that has taught me many other things. 

Yes, I don’t know. Either way. [laughs] 

 

Q: How do you think that people who aren’t white see you when they see you, just in any 

random situation? Or, maybe the question is, do you feel like people who aren’t white, and they 

see you,  see you accurately? 
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Nathan: [03:19:02] I don’t think people see anybody accurately. Not at first. I mean, there are 

true, genuine people that you just kind of know, okay, I don’t think I like them. You just kind of 

get this gut feeling. And there’s other people where you look at them and go, they’re smiling all 

the time. But just first initial sight, no, I don’t think anybody knows anybody. There are people 

that get those feelings, that just kind of go, yes, I don’t think I like that. And you should trust 

that. But you also shouldn’t stick to it wholeheartedly. Use your caution, sure, fine, if you get 

kind of this uneasy feeling about something or a situation or a person—trust that. But still be 

open to being wrong. And maybe they’re just having a bad day. Maybe they just found out their 

mom died. You just never know, until you actually take the time to talk to them. That would be 

about it. 

 

Q: You think that people—how people who are a different race see you? 

 

Nathan: [03:19:30] I hope people from any race just see me as me, not oh, he’s white, he’s cool. 

Or he’s white, he’s going to try to own me. I hope they at least give me a chance to just simply 

be me, and just understand how I am. I don’t know how other people view me. I don’t ask. I 

don’t really have the opportunity to ask. I mean, it’s kind of hard to walk up to somebody in the 

produce aisle and go, “Hey, what do you think of me?” It’s just not what most, or anybody does, 

I don’t think. Because a lot of times the truth could be scary. 

 

Q: Are you religious? Do you attend church? Do you believe in God? Were you raised religious? 
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Nathan: [03:19:51] I was very much raised going to church. I would just simply classify it as 

Christian. We went to Nazarene churches and Baptist churches. My mom was going to be a nun 

before she met my dad, so there’s a lot of the Catholic beliefs in there. But to say I am anything 

more than—I, no. I’m not religious at all. I do not believe there is a higher power. I believe there 

are things out there, I guess for lack of better term, in the spirit world that cannot be explained by 

anything, by science, by, but to say that we were all just simply, poof, created really is a hard one 

for me to swallow. It just doesn’t make much sense to me. No, no. That’s about where that goes. 

And it puts way too much faith in the unknown. And that just doesn’t sit well with me. Because I 

am a firm believer that you can make choices for yourself. And you do have control of what you 

do. Not anybody else. Can’t control what other people do. And you can’t even control what 

happens to you a lot of times. But you can control how you react to it, and how much effect it 

will have on you. I don’t think there’s some destined plan for any of us, it’s just make your 

choices and deal with it. 

 

Q: Are you attached to your whiteness? 

 

Nathan: [03:20:36] No. I’m not. I am not attached to my whiteness. 

 

Q: So leaving here, there are two doors walking out of here, if you walk through one, there’s a 

random chance you would come out black. You walk through the other, you’ll re-emerge just as 

you are now. Would you choose one door or the other consciously? Would you steer clear of 

one? And if so, why or why not? 
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Nathan: [03:20:49] I would choose to go the other way. To be something different, because it’s a 

challenge. It’s something to learn. And if you’re stagnant, and you don’t pursue knowledge, I 

find that a very, very sad existence. So I would stay clear of what I am now. And I would go the 

opposite way, just because it would be something to learn. Now, do I get to keep all the 

knowledge I have? Or do I start all over? That’s the question, though. [laughs] 

 

Q: That’s—[unclear]. So you would give up all of your privilege to learn more about yourself? 

 

Nathan: [03:21:12] In the world, yes. Absolutely. Yes. I would find that a unique and distinct 

challenge, and it would be so much fun. No matter what happens. Because once again, happiness 

is a choice. You can enjoy things, or you can’t. That’s up to you. And I think I would thoroughly 

enjoy all of that. 

 

Q: Is there anything that we didn’t talk about that you were really hoping that we would? Or 

something that you would like to have that you were like, I’ll come and I want to make sure I say 

this, or anything like that? 

 

Nathan: [03:21:26] No, there was nothing. There was no expectations. It was, ask me whatever 

you want. I’m pretty open about everything. And whatever comes about, yay, let’s do it. So no, 

there was nothing I was hoping for, or anything like that. This is fun. It gives me a chance to 

think and expand and really contemplate what I am and what I believe. And it’s a good 

perspective. 
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Q: What about Battle Creek? Do you think Battle Creek, from growing up here, you’re 

intimately connected to it, is prepared to have a conversation about whiteness? And if that would 

be good or bad for the community? 

 

Nathan: [03:21:49] I do not think most places are ready for that. Not for the conversation of race. 

I don’t think Battle Creek is any different from anywhere else. People don’t want to be honest. 

People don’t want to be honest about their own bias, about their own feelings towards somebody 

else. Because so many people walk around and go, “Oh no, I’m not racist, I’m not racist.” And 

then they’re walking down the street and a black man comes walking the other way, and they’re 

on the same side of the street. Hold your purse a little tighter. Bring your kids in a little more. I 

mean, it’s just those subconscious things that you have to be honest about, if you’re going to 

have that discussion. And I don’t think they’re ready for that. I wish they were. I would love to 

have that discussion. And I would be right there for it. 

 But people do not view themselves the same way other people do, for the most part. 

They’re not real with themselves. That said, because without self-reflection, how do you grow? 

How do you move past the stagnant thinking? You have to match up other people’s reality of 

you to your own perceived reality, if that makes sense. And all that goes very true with raising 

children, or a relationship, or anything. You have to be able to view yourself from the other 

person’s perspective. Your intentions may be wonderful. But if they don’t view them as 

wonderful, there’s a disconnect. And I always find that that person’s obligation to match those 

up, to match up your intentions to their reality. And it’s difficult. It’s hard. But it’s worth it, 

because then there’s no miscommunication. This is what I mean, this is what I said. And those 

things have to match. That whole actions speak louder than words. 
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 I’m not racist, but if you switch arms with your purse walking down the road, or 

somebody bumps into you, you immediately check your pock—I mean, those things, if you’re 

honest with yourself, that is a form of racism. Because if a white guy bumps into you, are you 

going to check your pocket? Or is it just because a black guy bumped into you? Those are the 

realistic things that happen. And it’s sad. It’s sad that they feel they have to do that, because they 

just don’t trust somebody based on their skin color. It’s a waste of time. It’s boring. It’s easy 

being afraid. It’s not easy getting out of your comfort zone. And I love it. I love being 

uncomfortable. I love being somewhat nervous. How is this going to go? It’s a challenge. To be 

honest and open and try not to be judged. And if you are judged, oh well, so what? But at least 

you’re open to it, open to learn. 

 

Q: Well, thank you, first of all. I really appreciate your coming in here talking to us, really, and 

being so open and honest. To have a conversation with you, someone I never met before. Do you 

have any particular tattoos that you’d like to show us that are, like, bad-ass? 

 

Nathan: No, there isn’t, unfortunately. All my tattoos are just my own designs and artwork that I 

luckily had put on me. So nothing extravagant. There’s a lot of work that still needs to be done. 

Unfortunately, no. It’s just all just black and black-shaded, just off we go. 

 

Q: So we’re going to just take some stills of you, so just [unclear]. 

 

Nathan: Okay. 
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Q: Thank you. 

 

Nathan: You’re very welcome. Thank— 

 

END OF INTERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 


