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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Interviewee Michael 

A. Green conducted by Interviewer Whitney Dow on September 30, 2017. This interview is part 

of the Study on White People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that s/he is reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



 

 

Q: So, first of all, can you tell me your name, where you’re from, what you do and just a little bit 

about yourself?  

 

Green: [00:10:41:18] My name is Michael [A.] Green. I live in Battle Creek, Michigan. I’m 

married. I have two grown daughters and four grandchildren. And I retired from the Canadian 

National Railroad. 

 

Q: What did you do at the Canadian National Railroad? 

 

Green: [00:10:50:18] I was a conductor. 

 

Q: And can you tell me a little bit about that? 

 

Green: [00:10:52:03] Freight conductor. 

 

Q: A freight conductor? So, what does a freight conductor do? Did you work in the yard? Are 

you on the train? Tell me a little bit about that. 
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Green: [00:10:55:02] Well, I worked in the yard most of my career, in the Battle Creek Yard. 

And then I went on the West End, which is Battle Creek to Chicago and back, with freight trains. 

 

Q: And what does a conductor do on a freight train? Because, I ride trains. And the conductor 

comes through and takes my ticket, tells me to get my feet off the seat and all that stuff. What 

does a conductor do on a freight train? 

 

Green: [00:11:04:19] Okay, let me separate. Engineer is in charge of the engines. The conductor 

is in charge of the engines and everything in back of them. So, if anything goes wrong, they 

don’t ask the engineer what happened. They ask the conductor what happened. 

 

Q: And is that something that you did your entire career? Were you always working for the 

railroad? Did you have other careers before then? 

 

Green: [00:11:16:33] No, out of high school I worked for a company called Plasticraft building 

custom kitchens, formica. And then I was drafted into the U.S. Army. And when I got out I went 

back to Plasticraft. But I needed a job that paid more. And I hired out on the railroad here in 

Battle Creek. 

 

Q: Were both those jobs union jobs? 

 

Green: [00:11:31:08] No. The Plasticraft job was not union. The railroad was definitely union, 

United Transportation Union. 
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Q: And can you tell me a little bit about your experience in the union? Is one of the reasons why 

you took the job because it was a union job? I guess the reason why I ask is that, being from New 

York, we think of Michigan as like a union state. There’s a lot of union things about it. So, I’m 

always interested in hearing about people’s experiences with the union. 

 

Green: [00:11:46:14] No, basically I took the job because we were starting our family. And I 

needed to make more money. And that was the opportunity for me to do so. 

 

Q: What was the impetus for you? What motivated you to come talk to us, to get involved in this 

project? It’s a project about race. It’s a project about whiteness. And for some people that’s a 

little bit of a, like, whoa, what is this? But you said you signed up for it before you even met 

Sam, that you were interested. 

 

Green: [00:11:59:09] Right. Well, like I said, Joel Fulton encouraged people that he knew 

through his gun shop as it would be a worthy survey to complete. And so, that’s how I became 

involved. 

 

Q: And how has the experience been so far, taking the two surveys and stuff? Did it make you 

reflect on anything? Was it something that was interesting, not interesting? Was Joel right? Was 

it a worthy thing to do? 
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Green: [00:12:15:30] I believe it can be. I mean, it was an interesting survey, the questions. At 

least I felt that it was interesting. 

 

Q: And what part of it did you find interesting? What was it? Did it spark any thoughts in you? 

Did it make you think differently about anything? Was there anything that sort of came up that 

you really said, “Whoa, that’s an interesting question”? 

 

Green: [00:12:18:16] There was probably a couple of sections there. Politics was one. And then 

how I would view other races in relation to myself and my family and my neighborhood. 

 

Q: And do you want to talk a little bit about that? How do you view other races in relation to 

yourself and your family? 

 

Green: [00:12:50:42] Well, as a Christian, I believe that God created all men equal. I believe that 

everybody has the same opportunity. And I understand that some people that live in a level of 

poverty probably won’t experience things as well as others. But I don’t think that has anything to 

do with race because you have black, white, you know, Asian and Hispanic and everybody that’s 

in that situation. So, I think it’s all about the individual. 

 

Q: When we talk about black people, Hispanic, Asian, do you think white people are a race like, 

let’s say, black people are a race? Is it different being white than being Asian, black or Hispanic? 

 

Green: [00:13:17:02] In whose eyes? 
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Q: Just in our own experience, like how we experience the world. I think I would probably say, 

well, if I was black I’d have a certain view of the world. As a white person, so then that makes 

me think, well then if that’s true, then if I’m white I see the world a certain way. I guess a lot of 

people say race doesn’t matter or doesn’t really exist. Is being white different than being a 

different color? 

 

Green: [00:13:30:06] I think it all boils down to how you’re raised as a child in your family, in 

your home, and what you’re taught about how to look at other races from your parents. 

 

Q: And can you talk to me a little bit about how you were raised and that experience growing up, 

how you were taught by your parents how to look at other races and then how you taught your 

children to look at other races? 

 

Green: [00:13:40:17] I don’t think my parents really talked about it. My first experience, with, I 

went to Battle Creek Central High School, which was referred to at the time as Little Africa 

because of the number of blacks. It’s an inner city high school. But, it didn’t really bother me 

until I got drafted. And I was stationed at Fort Rucker, Alabama, in the South—never been to the 

South before. And them people have a whole different attitude in the Sixties than what we had up 

here, up north. Separate drinking fountains, separate bathrooms. There’s restaurants that they 

couldn’t go into and eat. I’d never seen that. I’d never witnessed that before. So, that was a new 

experience. But I got drafted right after they marched on Selma, Alabama, too. And I was 

stationed at Fort Rucker, Alabama. So, it was a hotbed. 
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Q: And coming from Michigan where you didn’t have that experience, did that change the way 

you saw the race thing? 

 

Green: [00:14:14:13] Boy, I don’t know. I just don’t think I fully understood why there was such 

hatred and animosity toward blacks in the South, because at the time the blacks never 

experienced that up north, up here in Michigan. 

 

Q: And I saw your hat that said you were a Vietnam veteran. Did you deploy in Vietnam? 

 

Green: [00:14:26:41] Yes. 

 

Q: Can you tell me a little bit about your military experience and what it was like to go from 

Michigan down to this thing and then deploy to Vietnam? 

 

Green: [00:14:32:26] Well, I got drafted out of high school, and they sent us over to Detroit to be 

sworn in, our induction. Then they shipped us down to Fort Knox, Kentucky. And we laid 

around down there for four days watching them play soldier because they were drafting so many 

people at the time, they didn’t know what to do with us. And they woke us up one morning and 

told us we’ve got two hours to get ready and get our stuff packed and get on the bus. We’re 

going to Fort Rucker, Alabama. And nobody ever heard of it. It was the Army’s aviation center 

for helicopter training, warrant officer school. I got down there, and I thought, hey, I think I’d 

like to fly one of them helicopters. But, because I wore glasses, they wouldn’t take me. 
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That’s not the case now. We took training down there, and then we went into advanced infantry 

training. And I was in a small unit, an airborne unit, Airborne Pathfinders. They split us in half, 

and they sent the first half to Fort Benning, Georgia, to jump school. And then when they got 

back we were going to go. But while they were gone, we got orders for Vietnam. And they 

superseded everything. So, from there we came home and had two weeks at home and went off 

to California, Oakland Army Base. And they bused us up to Travis Air Force Base, and we flew 

out of there. 

 

Q: And was your unit integrated? Were there both black and white people in your unit? And 

what was your experience sort of living and fighting alongside people who were different races? 

 

Green: [00:15:22:35] You didn’t really think about it. Everybody had to depend on one another. I 

don’t think race wasn’t that much of an issue. You depended on them, and they depended on you 

to do your job. So, from that standpoint I think it was pretty equal. You didn’t see race played 

out a lot. People sometimes congregate together, socialize. But, when it got right down to it, 

everybody had to depend on one another just to survive. 

 

Q: I was alive then, but I’m a little younger than you. I remember that era. And it was a pretty 

volatile era socially in this country. And it was volatile — there was a lot of issues about race in 

this country. But, I’m wondering if that played out at all during your deployment, whether that 

was even discussed in the unit or that was something that just seemed far away that was 
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happening in the U.S., whether that sort of idea of sort of social upheaval during that time in the 

country, you even saw that while you were deployed. 

 

Green: [00:15:56:31] I don’t think so. I don’t think it played a big part. The big thing at the time 

was the anti-war protestors that was going on. It was more of a political thing than a race thing. 

At least, it seemed to be. 

 

Q: Are you still in touch with members of your unit? Is it something that you were very 

connected to, your military service? 

 

Green: [00:16:08:08] I was. But I lost track of some of them. And we didn’t go over there as a 

complete unit. We went over there, and we were placed in a unit. So, and a lot of times if you go 

over there as a group and you know each other, they try to split you up intentionally. 

 

Q: I didn’t realize that, that they would try and split you up. Why did they try and split you up? 

 

Green: [00:16:26:05] They said it’s easier for you not to be associated with friends in combat. 

 

Q: I want to come back to your experience living in Michigan and raising a family in Michigan 

and being in Battle Creek now. Can you put part of my question into the answer? How often do 

you think about your own race? 
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Green: [00:16:40:02] I don’t really think I think about my own race that often unless somebody 

throws something up in my face and wants to make it an issue. And then, I not only think about 

it, but I voice my opinion. 

 

Q: Is there a particular example of that that you remember that you can share with us, something 

when that happened in time you became aware of your race and responded? 

 

Green: [00:16:53:25] Well, just recently with this NFL taking a knee thing and showing 

disrespect for the flag and the national anthem, I don’t understand it. They say they’re unified on 

their agenda. But I don’t think they are. That Colin Kaepernick that started this thing a year ago, 

you can do a poll on all these athletes. And they’ve got a half a dozen different answers of why 

they’re doing it. So, I don’t think they really know why they’re doing it. They claim it’s about 

race and social injustice. But, I’m not buying it. 

 

Q: What do you think would motivate it? If you don’t think it’s about race, what do you think 

that they’re up to? 

 

Green: [00:17:16:23] Well, Colin Kaepernick is a Socialist Communist. His buddy was Fidel 

Castro. So, with that background, he doesn’t necessarily care for America. And I don’t view him 

as a patriotic person. So, that’s where that all started. Plus, he has a Muslim girlfriend. That has 

to play into it somehow and their attitude towards America and for what it stands for. And then, 

it just mushroomed out from that with these other athletes wanting to follow his example and not 

stand or take a knee during the national anthem. 
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Q: When you see that, and then you see it being framed as a racial thing, how does that make you 

feel? 

 

Green: [00:17:41:48] What, them taking a knee? 

 

Q: Yeah. 

 

Green: [00:17:42:51] To me, I look at it as total disrespect for our flag and our national anthem. I 

feel that if you disrespect the flag, you’re disrespecting everyone who fought and died for that 

flag in all the wars that America’s ever had. And I’m totally against it. There’s other ways for 

them to get their agenda across without showing that kind of disrespect. I worked for a company, 

and the company told me that you have to wear a safety vest, and you have to wear safety gloves, 

safety glasses, steel-toed shoes. And if I didn’t do it, I could be fired. And it’s no different for 

these football teams. And hey, if you’re wearing that uniform and you represent that team and 

they tell you to stand during the national anthem, you’d better stand or they’ve got every right to 

fire you. 

 

Q: And why do you think that so many people are saying it’s a racial thing? Also, I like the idea 

of the millionaire Communist. But, why do you think that the black players are saying it’s a 

racial thing? 
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Green: [00:18:20:15] Because it’s the black players that are doing it. And then you have coaches 

that are saying we have to be unified as a team. And now they’ve dragged the white players in to 

showing the same disrespect. But when you see them line up, and the ones that kneel are the 

black athletes. The whites are still standing even though they lock arms. 

 

Q: So, are you a football fan, and will you continue to be a football fan if this continues? 

 

Green: [00:18:39:52] No, I’m not a football fan. I never was, not professional football. I don’t 

even watch college. I watch high school football. It’s entertaining. I’ll watch high school sports. 

But, as far as professional sports go, I just feel that they’re way overpaid for what they do. And 

I’m not going to contribute to it. 

 

Q: It’s amazing the escalation of salaries in the last, you know, thirty years. When I was a kid, 

they didn’t make that much. You said earlier that you don’t think about your race that often 

except when you see something like that. Why do you think it is that you don’t think about your 

race that often? 

 

Green: [00:19:07:05] I don’t know. I guess I’m not sure. I mean, why would I think about being 

white? I mean, if you’re black, why would you think about being black, I mean, or Asian or any 

other? I mean, I don’t understand the whole concept of why you would even think about it unless 

somebody brought it up and made an issue out of it and brought it to your attention. 
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Q: So, do you think even this conversation that we’re having now, this idea of talking about 

whiteness and what it means to be white, is even a valid conversation? Is it a waste of time? 

 

Green: [00:19:26:20] I don’t know. It depends on what the results of what it accomplishes in the 

end result. 

 

Q: I mean, I think that— 

 

Green: [00:19:32:41] I think it’s good to talk about race. I mean, it’s been an issue for, what, 

since the ’60, since Martin Luther King. It goes all the way back to slavery. But they’re not the 

only ones, I mean look at the Muslim race. They enslave millions of blacks today. But there’s no 

outcry over that. My descendants were Irish. You ever heard of the Irish white slaves? Yeah, 

how many blacks do you think heard about that? Not very many. 

 

Q: So, you referenced history. You referenced slavery and the civil rights era. I think that 

everybody agrees that slavery was bad and is unsupportable. You say being shocked seeing 

separate water fountains and being shocked by the hatred that southerners have for black people. 

So, if we know that there was discrimination in the past, you and I sitting here in 2017, even 

though we lived through parts of that era, do we have any obligation to black Americans because 

of that past that we’re living today? 

 

Green: [00:20:07:25] Are you talking about for, what, reparations? 
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Q: I don’t even know. I’m always interested in our relationship to our history. You referenced 

your history as a descendant of Irish immigrants. As white Americans, our relationship to that 

history? 

 

Green: [00:20:16:08] What, Irish Americans? 

 

Q: No, as white Americans, what is our relationship to our history of enslaving black 

Americans? Do we have any obligation to them today for what happened in the past? 

 

Green: [00:20:24:03] Today, no, I don’t feel that we do. I mean, I look at the Civil War that was 

fought, I believe in big part was to free slavery, free the slaves. What was it, 600-some-thousand 

white people died to free the slaves. I think white people paid a tremendous price to free slaves. 

The first slave owner in America was a black man. How many people know that? The slaves that 

were brought to America were sold to the white man by blacks. So, I don’t feel that we owe them 

any special privileges other than that anybody else has, any other race. 

 

Q: You talk about going to the South and seeing that. I’ve only known you a little bit. 

 

Green: Pardon? I didn’t hear you. 

 

Q: I said you talked about going to the South when you were — and I’ve only known you a little 

bit. But, I’m trying to imagine, if someone told you [that] you couldn’t drink out of that water 
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fountain or you couldn’t go into that restaurant because you’re Irish, let’s say. How would you 

feel about that? How would you respond to that? 

 

Green: [00:21:00:51] I would be upset that they looked at me as a lesser person than themselves. 

And it would probably make me angry. I wouldn’t be happy about it. 

 

Q: Do you feel like you’ve gotten any benefits for being white? And can you put my question— 

 

Green: In this day and age? 

 

Q: I think both, like in your life and now. Maybe it’s two different things. I don’t know. 

 

Green: [00:21:22:07] I think now, right now, I don’t care what your race is. I think everybody 

has the same opportunities if they apply themselves. I don’t want to be blamed because of 

another race’s poor choices on how they live their life. If they want to grow up and do crime and 

drugs, it’s just like any other race. I don’t care if you’re white, black, Hispanic or Asian or 

whatever. Everybody, I think, can have the same opportunity today. That might not have been so 

years ago. Back in the Sixties it wasn’t. It wasn’t like that. The blacks had a lot harder time. We 

had segregation. So, from that standpoint it’s gotten a lot better. But, it seems like especially the 

blacks keep dragging up the past. As a white person, don’t blame me for their past mistakes. 

 

Q: And what about in your life in general? Do you feel that it’s benefited you being white? 
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Green: [00:22:03:13] Probably in some ways it has, and in other ways it hasn’t. 

 

Q: Can you talk about that a little bit? 

 

Green: [00:22:06:37] I think because whites are the majority of the population, we’re probably 

accepted overall more than the blacks who only represent thirteen percent of the population. But 

then when you look at the statistics of crime and stuff, your federal prisons are filled up with 

seventy percent blacks, which tells you what? They’re doing most of the crime. So, I don’t have 

an answer for that other than the fact that it’s probably got a lot to do with whether the children 

growing up, black children today are growing up with a mother and father, which they’re not, 

compared to what it used to be. 

 

Q: And not looking for a particular answer. But this is, I guess, sort of the heart of the question. 

In your opinion, is all of that a result of bad choices? Or is there anything left over from the 

generations of—you talked about being the ’60s, before that, the generations of racial 

oppression. Is that all gone now? The fact that you say that they don’t have a mother and father, 

is there any possibility that’s a result of something in the past? And I know I’ve already sort of 

asked you this question. But, when does the past stop affecting our present? As adults we think 

about our childhood. I think about my family and the values they instilled, that my mother and 

father instilled in me. If I didn’t have those parents who beat me when I was bad and put me on 

the right path, I might not be the person I am today. So, when does the past stop being related to 

the present? Because I take your point about opportunity. But, how do you find out where that 

stops and where now starts, if that makes any sense? That’s kind of a weird question. 
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Green: [00:23:11:38] Well, I’m not sure if it really does stop and start. I think that a lot of blacks 

today feel that they’re entitled and that the white race owes them something. I think that that’s 

been going on since the Sixties. And it continues today. Affirmative action is a good example. I 

don’t know. It just seems like they feel that they’re entitled and white people owe them. And 

they’re not willing to put forth any effort on their own, that everything should be handed to them. 

And I don’t agree with that. Whether you’re black, white or any other color, how come 

Christians can get along regardless of their race? But yet, out in secular society, you’ve got this 

constant division and entitled mentality. It makes a big difference. 

 

Q: Did you ever see any of that play out in your career on the railroad? Did affirmative action or 

situations like that play out in your work life? 

 

Green: [00:24:08:11] Could I get in trouble for answering this? 

 

Q: Well, you can answer it.  

 

Green: [00:24:13:19] I know of instances of the affirmative action taking place on the railroad. 

There was a time when they were required to hire so many blacks or other ethnics including 

women, which was practically unheard of in the railroad industry. There were blacks that were 

given special treatment and were given lower standards, easier standards, to apply for a job than 

what whites were. Then it went from blacks to women, and women just don’t have the, what do 

you say, physical ability that men do. As far as working outdoors, in that kind of a climate, I 
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think that was a part of it. That eliminated a lot of people because in the train yard you’re 

working outside all the time—in the rain, the sleet, the snow, the heat. And there’s no protection. 

 

And I don’t think women and blacks can handle that very well. They were hiring blacks, but a lot 

of them would work and say, “I can’t do this because of the elements.” So, that played a big part 

in that. 

 

Q: And did that help sort of form some of your feelings about this stuff, seeing that playing out 

in realtime in your job? 

 

Green: [00:25:06:13] No. 

 

Q: Would you say that you being a man versus you being white, which has impacted your life 

more? 

 

Green: [00:25:14:00] Versus what? 

 

Q: Do you think being a man has impacted the way you go through the world and experience the 

world versus being white? And I ask this question because I’ve talked to a lot of women as well. 

And women often talk about the fact that being a woman is a big issue for themselves. More than 

their race, it’s being a woman. And I’m wondering as a man, do you think being a man has 

impacted your life? Maybe you wouldn’t have been drafted into the army if you were a woman. 

Or has being white impacted your life? 
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Green: [00:25:27:25] Sure. I think being a male has a big impact on your life. Men are more 

aggressive than women. We’re aggressive by nature. Women are designed by God to be 

caregivers and nurturers. And as far as the army goes, I don’t feel that women are capable of 

combat because of that. It makes a big difference. 

 

Q: Do you think that white people and black people are different? 

 

Green: [00:25:44:07] In what respect? 

 

Q: In any respect, I guess. You were saying how they had a hard time working outside the same 

way women and men are different. Are there certain things about being black or being white that 

are just fundamentally different? 

 

Green: [00:25:53:36] No, not really. I think it all depends on the individual. A lot of people view 

blacks as lazy. But I’ve seen plenty of white people that are lazy, too. There’s white people that 

hired out and say, “Hey, I’m not working in this cold weather.” It dropped down to twenty 

degrees for a week at a time, and they said, “I can’t do this.” I don’t think it has any effect. 

You’ve got that from anybody. It’s just, it’s their own personal idea whether they want to do it or 

not regardless of race. 

 

Q: Are you happy that you were born white? 
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Green: [00:26:14:44] I’ve never really—I guess I am. I never give it much thought, you know? I 

guess I’m happy. I guess it’s not really a white, black or whatever thing. I’m happy that I’m born 

in this country regardless of color versus being born in another country. I mean, I guess I look at 

it more that way than racially just because of the rights we have here in this country, even the 

rights we have here versus Canada. 

 

Q: Well, do you think your life would have been different if you were born black? 

 

Green: [00:26:35:45] I don’t know. If everything was the same across the board as it is being 

white, and it’s just difference in skin color, I don’t think so. 

 

Q: And so, this is another question I ask people just to sort of get a sense of how attached they 

are to their race. If we leave here and there’s two doors, you walk through one door, you stay 

white, you walk through the other door, there’s a random chance that you’ll come out black on 

the other side of the door, which door would you pick? 

 

Green: [00:26:52:23] I would pick the white door, because I don’t need all the drama that’s 

connected if I come out the other door black that’s going on today. 

 

Q: I want to come back a little bit about your faith. Can you tell me a little about your faith and 

beliefs and how important religion and God is in your life? 
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Green: [00:27:05:31] I was twenty-eight years old before I became a Christian. Some people 

think you’re a Christian because you’re born in this country, or your mom and dad are Christian. 

It’s not. You have to publicly acknowledge Jesus Christ and his death on the cross and his shed 

of blood and him being buried and rose again the third day. You have to believe that in your 

heart in order to become a Christian. It’s not hard. He says even little children can do this. So, I 

think in that respect it’s very important. And it changes you. I come back from Vietnam, and I 

had a bad attitude. I hated people, everybody. I don’t care what color you were. I just had a bad 

attitude, period. It was six years after I’d gotten out of the army that some friends of ours that my 

wife knew had asked us to go to a Jack Van Impe crusade in Kalamazoo. And I went over there, 

and this man talked about the bible and things that I’d never heard about. 

 

So, it started raising questions in my life. And my wife’s friends asked us if we wanted to come 

to church. And I said, sure, I’ll go to church. My parents had me go to church when I was 

younger. But, it didn’t really have any real meaning. And so we went to church with them. I said 

okay. And probably the biggest thing I noticed was everybody was carrying a bible, all the 

adults, and a lot of the children. And I thought, hmm, what are they going to do with these? And 

of course, they got up there, and this preacher starts preaching. And he’s saying turn to here, turn 

to there, different bible passages. And my wife’s friend gave us one of their bibles. And of 

course, I’m lost. I don’t know. But after that, I had a lot of questions in my mind that I wrote 

down on paper. And so, I called my Lutheran minister up and asked him if he’d come out and 

talk to me. 
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He come out, and he wanted to give me some philosophical answers. I said no, I don’t want that. 

I says you answer me according to the bible, or I don’t want to hear it. Well, he didn’t want to do 

it. So, the church that we attended a couple of times, the pastor called up and wanted to know if 

we could come out. I said sure. I said under one condition. I’ve got questions. He says no 

problem. He sat there for two hours while I threw questions at him. And he answered. And at the 

end of it he says, “Is there any reason why you wouldn’t accept Jesus Christ?” And I said no. 

And I accepted Jesus Christ then. That was in 1974. And I’ve got to see my mom and dad saved, 

my sisters. I had two sisters. Three of my four grandchildren—one’s only four, so we have to 

wait. But, it changes your life. I mean, before I accepted Christ I had a bad attitude. I drank a lot. 

So, I’m wondering why I was still alive, some of the crazy stuff I did. But it does. Religion is a 

big part. And it changes. I don’t care what color you are. I think God’s the final answer, and he 

can help. 

 

Q: Are all men created equal in the eyes of the Lord? 

 

Green: [00:28:51:20] Yes. 

 

Q: It’s been said that the hour on Sunday between 11:00 and noon is the most segregated. 

 

Green: Pardon? 

 

Q: It’s been said that the hour between 11:00 and noon on Sunday is the most segregated hour of 

the week. Why do you think when Christianity brings so many people together, and there’s 
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people of every color who are Christians, all believers, saved by the Lord, have felt his love. 

Why do you think they choose then so many times to worship apart? 

 

Green: [00:29:09:28] Because of their ethnic backgrounds. That plays out by a lot of things. You 

can separate races by clothing. Different races wear different clothing. White people, a lot, will 

dress differently than blacks, differently than Asians, Hispanics. Food, the whole ethnic 

background, how you were raised, I think plays a big part. You’re going to have a big church 

potluck. I mean, as a white guy I know what there’s going to be on the table for food. But if you 

go to a black or an Asian or Hispanic, that food’s going to be a whole lot different what you’re 

used to. And I think that has a lot to do with it. People have a tendency to be with their own 

people. 

 

Q: So, is a church that decides to be ninety-nine percent black and a church that is ninety-nine 

percent white, is it racist that the black church chooses to be all together any more than at the 

white church? Or is it just— 

 

Green: [00:29:47:46] I don’t think it’s racist. I think it’s ethnic choice. 

 

Q: I want to talk about a couple more things. You said you were at the tea party. One of the 

reasons why I wanted to come here to Michigan was that one of the states that nobody thought 

was going to go Republican this time, nobody thought was going to vote for a Conservative. Can 

you tell me, in your opinion, why everybody was wrong? What’s going on? Why did Michigan 

flip and become and go Republican this election? 
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Green: [00:30:06:56] I think, personally I feel that people in general are just sick and tired of the 

Washington establishment, the Washington elite that wants to dictate. And along comes Donald 

Trump. Hillary’s got a book out—What Happened. Donald Trump happened. I think that Donald 

Trump speaks like you and I speak or any other American. It’s just out there. He’s not a polished 

politician. He’s just like an average guy. I feel that when he campaigned he just told it like it 

was. His heart is that he wants to make America better. We’ve went down the tubes as far as 

things. I can’t understand these people that claim that we should have open borders and just let 

anybody and everybody into this country with the terrorism and stuff that’s going on in the 

world. 

 

I don’t imagine these same people would leave their windows and doors unlocked at night when 

they go to bed. Yet, they’re okay with keeping our borders open and letting anybody and their 

brother come in. But I think Donald Trump will be good for the country. I think he’s going to 

bring jobs back. I hope this tax reform does that. I still would like to have seen fifteen percent 

instead of twenty. But, still it’ll make us go from the highest corporate sales tax in the world to 

one of the lowest. And I think it’ll bring jobs back. We need the jobs to come back. We need the 

economy to come back and people to get back to work. I think that’ll help a lot. 

 

Q: Just to touch a little bit more on the election, there’s been a case made in the media that there 

was a racial component of the election and that the numbers shows that a lot more white people 

voted Republican than voted Democrat this time. More people of color voted for Democrats. 
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More white people voted for Republicans. Why do you think that split exists? Why do you think 

more white people are attracted to Republicans? 

 

Green: Say that again one more time. 

 

Q: When we look at the numbers, more white people voted for Donald Trump. More brown 

people, more people of color, voted for Hillary Clinton, majority. Why do you think there is a 

racial split in between the two parties? Why do you think more people like the Republicans and 

more people of color like Democrats? 

 

Green: [00:31:21:40] I think in this last election there were more black people that voted 

Republican than has been previously elections. I think it’s a common trend that black people vote 

for Democrats because Democrats want to become Santa Claus and give out all these 

entitlements and promises that a lot of them they can’t keep. It’s free this and free that. So, not 

only blacks but poor people in general, they latch on to that and think, whoa, what am I going to 

get? I don’t have to work for it. I think white people in general are probably more conservative 

than blacks. But I think there’s a lot of black people that are waking up and coming around, or 

Michigan would have never voted for Trump. 

 

Q: Again, there’s been some made of the case in the media that there was a racial component of 

the election. Did you see that at all? Or do you think that was manufactured? 

 

Green: You mean between Hillary and Trump? 
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Q: No, between Donald Trump saying that, oh, he appealed. Maybe it’s just something that I 

saw. But, in the media they would say that Donald Trump has—you know, because of the wall, 

that’s racist. Or because of the travel ban that’s racist. I’m sorry. I’m making it more complicated 

than it needs to be. Did you see any racial component of the election? 

 

Green: [00:31:59:42] No. He put a travel ban on to protect Americans from terrorism, from 

terrorist countries, the same countries that Barack Obama, our black president, put on, too. It’s 

just the idea that the politicians today don’t want to accept Donald Trump. They can’t accept him 

because he’s a non-Washington elitist, and he doesn’t fit the mold, their idea of what a president 

should be. I don’t think it makes any difference about, you know, he’s going to—the border 

situation, I mean, Mexico, they think that’s bad to have a border on our southern border to keep 

Mexicans out. But yet they built a huge wall on their southern border to keep Guatemalans out. 

What’s the difference? You come to this country, you come to this country legally. I don’t have a 

problem with immigrants coming to this country. But do it legal. Don’t sneak into the country 

and then demand entitlements that I have to pay for. 

 

Q: And what about Hillary? Do you think that she ran a racially charged campaign? Did she have 

a racial component of her campaign? 

 

Green: [00:32:35:14] Yes, as far as being a woman. She played the woman card. That was her 

race card, being a woman. 
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Q: Just a couple more things. You know, I want to make sure that we touch on the things that are 

important to you. Is there anything that we didn’t talk about that you think is really important to 

say in this conversation, things that you think you’d like to be on the record about this? 

 

Green: On what particular subject? 

 

Q: Just, when you were thinking about, oh, I came into this thing. I took the survey. It made me 

think this. I know that you’re very involved in gun rights. Is there something about gun rights 

you think is important to touch on? Is there something about labor and just anything? I just want 

to make sure that if there’s anything you want to have go on the record from whatever, you can 

say, “I don’t like your jacket and I just want to make everybody to know that,” just I want to see 

if there’s anything that you think is important that we touch on. 

 

Green: [00:33:03:45] I believe that I don’t look at myself as a Republican or a Democrat. I vote 

Republican. When somebody asks me what you are, I tell them I’m a Constitutional 

Conservative. I believe in the Constitution, in the Bill of Rights. I believe in the rule of law. And 

I believe that everybody should follow it. I am a big believer in the Second Amendment. I’m 

totally against abortion, especially federal funding of my tax dollars for it. I guess I just fear for 

my children and my grandchildren. What’s this country going to be like for them? I just want it 

better. I want it better for them than it was for me. And it doesn’t look like it’s headed in that 

direction. And it concerns me. 
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Q: Did you enjoy this process and this interview? Was this an uncomfortable conversation, an 

interesting conversation, a worthless conversation? 

 

Green: [00:33:36:25] No, I look at it as it was an interesting conversation. I guess it made me a 

little nervous because looking at the camera is just something out of the ordinary. I’m not a 

person that deals with the public. So, a lot of times I don’t have—I don’t know what you’d call 

it—the finesse of the words to use. I just kind of just blurt things out spontaneously. Some of the 

things I say probably aren’t too polished. But, that’s the way it is. What you see is what you get. 

 

Q: I think as long as you’re honest, that’s all. People see that. And I really appreciate you coming 

and speaking with us. I know this is not like a normal conversation. It’s not a normal 

conversation to have on camera. 

 

Green: No, it’s not. 

 

Q: And it’s funny because when you came in you were like—you’re a funny guy. You came in. 

You were immediately joking with us and everything. And then when you sit down with the 

camera, you got very serious. And I I felt like that was like I’m making him nervous or 

something because I know you were so—I had a chance to talk to you earlier, and that wasn’t 

really your personality. 

 

Green: [00:34:12:46] Well, the camera makes me nervous, I guess. The interview, I didn’t know 

I was going to be on a camera, for one thing. I just thought it was a questionnaire and a 
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conversation-type interview. I didn’t know it was going to be filmed. So, that kind of knocked 

me off guard a little bit. 

 

Q: I’m going to have to talk to Sam about that. You should have known that before you came in 

here. I feel badly about that. 

 

Green: I didn’t know about that. 

 

Q: Okay. I’ll tell you what. We’re going to just take a few stills of you, and then we’re going to 

be done. So, this is actually the hardest part. You have to sit there and do nothing. 

 

Green: Okay. 

 

Q: So, you just relax. 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 


