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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Joel Fulton 

conducted by Interviewer Whitney Dow on September 22nd, 2017. This interview is part of the 

Columbia University Study on White People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that s/he is reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



 

 

Fulton: Deafness runs in my family to begin with. And then, with the [laughs] addition of gunfire 

over the last fifteen years, I’m sure it [laughs] has not aided that situation.  

 

Q: So do you wear ear protection? 

 

Fulton: [16:40:48] Oh, absolutely! It’s painful without it, so you simply cannot without it. 

[Interruption] 

 

Q: First of all, can you tell me your name, sort of who you are, and where you’re from, and what 

you do? 

 

Fulton: [16:42:17] My name is Joel Fulton. I live in Battle Creek, Michigan. And I run the indoor 

gun range, and the retail gun shop, and the training facility here in Battle Creek. 

 

Q: Are you from Battle Creek? Can you do a little bit about your background, where you grew 

up?  Are you a native Battle Creekian or whatever you’re called? 

 

Fulton: [16:42:37] No, I’m not. I’m not originally from Battle Creek. Originally, I am from 

Homer, Michigan, which is over in the southeast corner of Calhoun County, small community of 
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about twelve hundred when I was growing up. It’s expanded now to probably around twenty-five 

hundred people or so.   

 

Q: What was the community you grew up in like? What was the racial makeup? Was it 

conservative, liberal? Was it farming? What was the industry? What was the community? 

 

Fulton: [16:43:01] The community I grew up in was a small-town feel, farming-type community. 

Neighbors helped each other out. Fairly homogenous as far as community makeup. I think one 

time there was a black family that lived in our community at one point in time, but there wasn’t a 

lot of diversity in my community. It was mostly farmers out making a living, and there wasn’t a 

lot of industry. If you wanted industry, you went over to Albion to get a job, or you headed over 

to Marshall, or Jackson, or Battle Creek. Usually Jackson is where you went and did most of 

your shopping. 

 

Q: How would you identify yourself racially? 

 

Fulton: [16:43:46] [Laughs] Racially, I guess I’m just a white guy. That’s all there is. They don’t 

give a lot of categories for us. They kind of divide us all out, and we just kind of get lumped over 

here somewhere. 

 

Q: When you say, “I’m a white guy,” what does it mean to be white? What makes someone 

white? 
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Fulton: [16:44:02] I guess the paleness of my skin is what makes me white. I’m not sure that I 

have any opinion really on what makes me white, other than I was born into the skin just as any 

other human being is born into their skin. There are certain things that are beyond our control, 

and those are one of those things. I can’t control what time in history I was born. I can’t control 

what color skin I was born into. There are things beyond my control that just simply exist about 

me. And does that make a difference in my life? I’m not so ignorant as to believe that it doesn’t. 

There is certainly throughout history, depending on where you’re born and what country you’re 

in, depends on what kind of advantages or disadvantages I may have, given what I was born into. 

I can’t change that. I can’t control that. I can do what I can with it. And I certainly can be 

sensitive to the needs and desires of others with it. 

 

Q: Are you happy you’re white? 

 

Fulton: [16:45:01] Am I happy that I’m white? I don’t think I’m unhappy in life period, so I 

don’t see that I am unhappy about that. If you’re asking me that in a deeper sense, in other 

words, how would I feel if I were a different color? If you’re asking me that question, certainly I 

recognize that there’s an advantage in the United States for me being white. I can’t change that. I 

can’t control that. And I don’t feel guilty about it, necessarily. But do I recognize that I have 

friends that live in a different color skin than I do? That they face different challenges in life that 

I do? That they experience this American dream differently than I do? Certainly, I recognize that. 

And will I seek to fight racial injustice whenever I might see it? Absolutely.  

 

Q: You brought up this idea of guilt. Why would someone feel guilty about being white? 
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Fulton: [16:46:04] I think when you look around, and you see that other people are treated 

differently because you’re white, then I think you take on a certain amount of responsibility for 

the society that you live in. And you begin to question what have I contributed to, and what have 

I stood for, and said, “this is not acceptable,” or, “this is not okay.” When there are conversations 

with my friends going on that may not be as sensitive to those subjects, do I stand up and say, 

“Hey, that’s not acceptable. That’s not okay. You can’t talk like that. You can’t treat people like 

that”? And have I or have I not done some of those things? Do I include people in as much as 

possible? 

 

Q: You think of yourself, because that sounds like a pretty liberal position to take, but do you 

consider yourself a liberal? 

 

Fulton: [16:46:59] Liberal? When asked that question, liberal/conservative, those are a lot of 

times what I see as ideals. My ideals probably tend to be more libertarian. I believe that less 

government is better. I also recognize the fact that to the degree that I don’t govern myself, 

someone else will seek to govern me. So if we think we have too much government it’s because 

somewhere we haven’t governed ourselves enough. We haven’t self-regulated. As a society, 

there have to be a certain number of rules to make sure that those who would seek to take 

advantage of others don’t. And that’s where a lot of regulations come from I think. As far as 

liberal ideals, I believe in the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. I believe those 

were ideals that were enshrined in our Declaration of Independence. I don’t think this country’s 

always lived up to those ideals. I think sometimes those ideals were compromised in order to 
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achieve certain political ends. I don’t think in the beginning you could have had those ideals in 

absolute form and actually have the United States survive. I just don’t think that those men at 

that time were going to compromise certain things. And so compromises were made. I don’t like 

compromise. A lot of people call compromise a win-win situation. I feel like it’s more lose-lose. 

I don’t see as many shades of gray. Things are right or wrong. And I think you have to stand up. 

I think truth is absolute. And I think sometimes people don’t like facing truth. 

 

Q: You just acknowledged that in the past we haven’t lived up to those ideals, that we haven’t 

treated other races fairly. There was obviously slavery. There was institutionalized racism or 

government rules that segregated people out. And so with that understanding, but yet here we are 

in 2017 living our lives running through all this. Do we have an obligation as white people to the 

past? Do we have an obligation to right the wrongs of the past? Do we have an obligation to, 

let’s say, black people, descendants of the black people that were discriminated against? 

 

Fulton: [16:49:12] I think we ask the question, “Do we have an obligation to black people?” I 

think we have an obligation. And if you ask me where the systemic problems begin, I would 

probably go after the educational system. I don’t think that we demand enough standards from 

our educational system. And I think that has a trickle-down effect. I think that doesn’t affect just 

our minority communities. That affects all of our children. And I don’t think we do a good job of 

educating today. I say that based on the fact that when my grandfather died on my mother’s side, 

we found his sixth grade primer. I thought that was pretty neat. I thought, “Well, I'll have a little 

read through this sixth grade primer.” I’m going to tell you today, most twelfth-graders couldn't 

read and understand that sixth grade primer from the 1930s. That says a lot, okay? I had a young 



  Fulton – 1 – 8 
 

lady that came into my gun shop that I own several years ago. It’s part of what I do when young 

people come into the gun shop, I try to make sure that they’re exercising responsibility.  

So I try to emphasize the importance of education. I ask them, “What school do you go to? 

What’s your favorite subject? What things do you like? What are your plans, your dreams, your 

goals?” 

 

 I like to guide them toward looking toward the future, making sure they understand the 

importance of those things. In the course of that questioning she said English was her favorite 

subject. I said, “Oh, it is, is it?” She said, “Yes, I’m in advanced English.” I said, “You are, are 

you?” I said, “well, why don’t you name for me the eight parts of speech?” She said, “The eight 

parts of what?” I said, “You know, like noun, pronoun. Those are the easy ones. Give me a few 

more.” She had trouble naming anything. “Well, how about punctuation marks, you know, 

something other than comma and period?” She had trouble with that. I’m like, “This is advanced 

English?” Somebody please tell me that’s not what we’re doing with our children. So, yeah, I 

guess I have an issue. I actually worked in the school system, with the Edison school system for 

about a year and a half as their business services manager, 1999, 2000. I’m sorry, no, it would’ve 

been 2001 to 2002. Looking at some of the books and the textbooks—and this is elementary 

schools—I’m left shaking my head.  

 

Q: How does that relate to our obligation to groups of people that are discriminated against by 

the government? 
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Fulton: [16:51:39] Because education is the one thing they can’t ever take away from you. Once 

I have it, you can’t take that back from me. I got knowledge. And knowledge is empowering. 

Knowledge teaches me how to be self-sufficient. Knowledge teaches me how to get ahead within 

the system that I’m within. If I don’t understand civics to begin with, if I don’t understand how 

my government works, how can I ever participate in it? So education is key. Education is 

important. Especially in a world that’s so socially connected now. We have more power of 

communication with each other than we’ve ever had before, and we’re so uneducated we don’t 

even use it properly. 

 

Q: How are we connected to the past? And you talked a little about the benefits that you have, 

that you have a different life than your friends who are colored, that you live that. What is your 

obligation then to the past? 

 

Fulton: [16:52:47] Well, each person comes up differently as far as their upbringing. I mean 

some people are born into money. Some people aren’t. I was the son of a poor Baptist preacher 

man. There’s an old phrase, “sugarcane-raised and dirt-floor poor.” And that was pretty much the 

equivalent of what we were. I think my dad made maybe three thousand dollars a year back in 

the 1970s. That was for an entire year. I remember the blizzard of ’78. Snow was drifted up to 

the roof line. We finally dug ourselves out. Power was gone for days. And I had a pet rabbit at 

the time. Snow White was her name. I was five years old. I hadn’t quite turned six yet. And I 

went out to find Snow White, and the cage had tipped over. And my mother said, “You’re never 

going to find that rabbit. That rabbit’s long gone.” Well, Mama was wrong. I did find the rabbit. 

It was hiding underneath the pigeon coop. And here I am this little boy, and I’ve got Snow White 
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by her front legs, and I’m dragging her up to the house. My mother knew immediately what was 

going on. I didn’t understand at six years old. I just knew I found my pet rabbit. Well, we didn’t 

have a lot of food in the house. The rabbit had broken its back, so there was no use in that. We 

ended up eating Snow White. I guess I learned at a young age that, look, there’s a lot of 

disadvantages. You live on a farm. And you can have pets, but they’re expendable. 

 

Q: So you had a lot of disadvantages growing up poor. Do you feel like you got any benefits for 

being white? 

 

Fulton: [16:54:28] You know, I haven’t ever gotten a small business loan. I mortgaged my house 

to start my business. Now it happened to be at a time where there was a big housing bubble, and 

they said my house was worth seventy-five thousand dollars, and my house has never been worth 

seventy-five thousand dollars ever. My house payment’s $276.07 a month. If there’s anybody 

that lives like I do, and runs a business, and does that kind of stuff, I’d love to see them. I live in 

a neighborhood that most folks wouldn't live in, and I’m fine with it. I don’t have any problems 

with my neighborhood. I live around good folks. We take care of each other. We look out for 

each other. But I don’t live in the rich section of town. Sometimes I’m not even sure I want to. 

 

Q: Are there benefits? 

 

Fulton: [16:55:16] Yeah. You know what? I don’t have to go in and pre-pay for gas. Do I notice 

that? Do I take advantage of my white privilege when that happens? I know I am. I know I’m not 

pre-paying for gas. Are there things that happen? Sure. 
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Q: One of the reasons we wanted to come to Michigan first because it was one of these states 

that’s sort of in transition. It went from being reliably Democrat and liberal. It flipped to 

[Donald] Trump, and it’s a lot more conservative or libertarian than it used to be. Why do you 

think that is? 

 

Fulton: [16:55:50] I don’t think it flipped. You say that you think Michigan was kind of a turning 

point or a state that kind of went from reliably Democrat, and now it went red Republican. Now, 

in a presidential election, sure, where numbers matter, where the popular vote determines the 

electoral vote. Well, what we fail to understand or what we fail to recognize there is that 

electoral vote, other than Maine and Kansas, isn’t really the ideal for the Electoral College. Over 

time, that has been winner-take-all in the state. In my opinion it shouldn't be. The whole purpose 

of an Electoral College is for representation of the people. In other words, the land mass where 

you’ve got a lot of farmers and not a lot of population should be equally represented of people 

who live in a city. So they can control that section of it, but they can’t necessarily tell the farmers 

what they’re gonna do. So the electoral vote should be spread out more than what it is. And 

instead, you have states where it’s winner-take-all. Well that means Chicago determines where 

Illinois goes, and Detroit determines where Michigan goes.  

 

Well, Detroit has declined. There’s been a decline in Detroit as far as the population of Detroit, 

with an increase in population of Kent County and Grand Rapids, and taking more control of the 

state in that regard. So, yeah, you do have more of a conservative “influence,” but it’s because of 

how we divide the Electoral College. Michigan’s been conservative for years. Look how long 
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we’ve had a Republican governor. With Jennifer Granholm for eight years. But even then, we’ve 

had a Republican House and legislature for a long time. We’ve had Republican secretaries of 

state, Republican attorney general. So we’ve had a lot of Republican influence for a long, long 

time. And we still keep going Democrat for president. This is just the first time where the vote 

has actually been overwhelming enough. I think that’s more so if you look at the political 

schematics. That was the Democrats’ fault. They put up a candidate that couldn't beat the other 

guy for dog catcher. All they had to do was put up Bernie Sanders, and he would've trounced 

Trump. He’d have won. But the Democrats made a bad political decision, and that’s what cost 

them the election. 

 

Q: In my opinion, the Democrats acted like Republicans. They put up the person who was next 

in line. It always fails. 

 

Fulton: [16:58:17] Right. That’s not how you do things. It’s foolishness. If you do that, you’re 

going to lose.  

 

Q: I guess what I was getting off is that Michigan, you think home of the unions, home of 

working class people –  

 

Fulton: Sure. 

 

Q: – that were traditionally fighting against big business, fighting from being exploited by big 

business. If you look at the [unclear] unions, and how we create this incredible middle class in 
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places like Michigan. Whereas the Republican party features right to work. They’re not pro-

union by any stretch of the imagination. I’m not talking about your political beliefs. But I’m 

saying it was sort of interesting to see that Michigan looked at what the Republicans were 

offering, what Trump was offering, and said, “Well, this is going to give us a better deal.”  

 

Fulton: [16:59:06] Well, I don’t think that was a whole lot different than what they saw when 

Ronald Reagan ran in the 1980s. The truth of the matter was a lot of Democrats loved Ronald 

Reagan. Ronald Reagan said, “I’m bringing jobs back.” When you start focusing on jobs, when 

you start focusing on economic development, even the unions go, “Hey, look, we need work.” In 

the end, if the economy isn’t moving forward, the economy isn’t growing, we don’t have jobs. 

So when you boil it right down, sooner or later the unions are going to look at economic realities. 

Do unions fight against big business? To a degree.  

 

The biggest problem that you have with formation of the unions is the purpose of a union is to 

protect the workers. The only reason you would ever have a need for a union is the company’s 

not doing right by their most valuable resource. I think there’s a lesson to be learned there for 

business, for managers. Make sure you take care of your employees. You don’t take care of your 

employees, if you don’t make sure they’re being taken care of, you’re doing yourself a huge 

disservice. And eventually, even the marketplace should hopefully recognize that. And today, I 

think it does. I think companies are a lot more sensitive to how they deal with their employees 

and take care of their employees because the public image that they’re going to get with social 

media will destroy them. I think that’s value. Again, that social media platform we have I think is 

a powerful tool for change if we use it correctly.  
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Q: What was your take as somebody who—because we talked about this documentary that was 

done here at your shop and how you were really proud of the way you were able to attract 

different people to your shop. What do you feel about the racial component of the presidential 

election and how that played out, and the themes that were constantly visited throughout the 

presidential election? 

 

Fulton: [17:00:56] I think a lot of this presidential election was fueled and it was driven by the 

media. The media to me is no more than entertainment anymore. It’s rather scary to be honest 

with you. The media in this country was kind of the fourth leg of this democracy so we can hold 

our elected representatives accountable so that they would report the news. And what was said, 

you could count on it being the gospel truth. When Cronkite said it, for goodness sake, you can 

take it to the bank, right? And now we have a whole bunch of 24-hour news cycle entertainment, 

and they’re so rushing to get the first story that you’re not even sure what’s truth and what’s not 

truth anymore. When you get that kind of disinformation out there, so to speak, sorting out truth 

from lies becomes more and more difficult. And then whatever gets shouted the loudest suddenly 

becomes the truth. All of a sudden, I feel like we’re back in Nazi Germany where if you tell a lie 

loud enough and long enough, everybody starts to believe it. And that really bothers me about 

the media. I think that played a huge part in things. And I think people began to disengage from 

any kind of information, and they just kind of chose to believe in whatever it is they wanted to 

believe in at that point, and they made their own judgment call. And, given the track record of 

the candidate that was running for the Democrats, she was proven to be a liar for a long time. 

She’s got a long history. There’s a reason they call them “Billary” instead of “Bill and Hillary 
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[Clinton].” Just combine the two. And there’s a long track record of dishonesty and self-

aggrandizement, and looking for things in their own self-interest. I don’t think the American 

people were interested in that. I think they were almost at the point where they go, “Look, I 

would rather have a guy that’s boisterous and a little crass, but I believe he’s being mostly honest 

with me, and hopefully can get something done.” I think they even looked at it and said, “Look, 

Not even his own side cares about him.” The Republicans kind of tried to edge him out. They 

wanted somebody else. And if the Republicans and Democrats both hate the guy, maybe that’s 

the guy we need to shake things up. 

 

Q: You don’t think that there was a racial component to the campaign that he ran? And that 

sounds like it ran counter to the way your belief system is. 

 

Fulton: [17:03:27] I think there was a lot of media out there trying to make it a racial thing. And 

I don’t think it really was all that racial. I didn’t perceive it that way. I keep hearing media 

interjecting that. I don’t believe that he is a racist. I don’t believe that he hates any particular 

group of people, or that he prefers any color other than green. I guess blue and pink and any 

other colors we have on our money now. But that’s always been his drive in life.  

 

Q: So feel free not to answer, but I’m guessing what you’re saying is you were a Trump 

supporter in the election? 

 

Fulton: [17:04:09] I had people all year last year telling me to vote my wallet, vote my wallet, 

vote my wallet. And as a gun dealer, I said, “Okay, Hillary it is!” [laughs] Because I'll be honest 
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with you. Look, the Clinton years were fantastic in the gun industry, and Obama blew that out of 

the water. This is a fear-driven business that I’m in. And it’s terribly difficult to manage. It has 

peaks and valleys. It’s not like a normal business cycle. For me, if I wanted to make a lot of 

money last year, you bet your bottom dollar it was Hillary all the way. Now, I had a friendly 

wager from a friend of mine who took the Vegas odds in April, and he said that he would take 

Hillary against the field and it was ten to eleven odds. So I said, “If you win, I owe you a 

thousand dollars; if I win, you owe me eleven hundred.” I kept joking with him all the way up to 

the election. Like four or five weeks before, I said, “Hey, I'll let you buy out your bet for 750. I'll 

let you buy out your bet for 850.” The next week was 950. Last week, just days before the 

election, I said, “Hey, I'll let you buy out your bet for $1,050.” And I never in a million years 

believed Trump would win. I was joking, and he’s like, “You’re out of your mind. You’re 

crazy.” And then after the election, I made my [laughs] eleven hundred dollars. I’m like, 

“Awesome!” Of course, my business tanked.  

 

The day before the election, I did about sixteen thousand dollars in sales. If I had stayed open 

another three hours from eight o’clock until about eleven o’clock, and told everybody, “Hey, it’s 

the pre-election sale. Come get your whatever” and gone out on social media, I probably 

could've made another ten grand that night. But I’m thinking, “Hey, it’s going to be a long day 

tomorrow. Hillary’s going to win. I’m going to have to try and secure a bunch of inventory. 

People are going to panic buy. It’s going to get crazy again. I’m going to be here all day 

tomorrow. I need to close the shop. I had to to scoot people out. And I need to get home, and go 

to bed, and kind of keep my eye on the election until about eleven, twelve o’clock, and then get 

some sleep and be ready to get in here tomorrow morning about six, seven o’clock, so I can get 
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ready for the day. And of course, about eleven o’clock, I’m watching. I’m like, “Holy cow! He’s 

still ahead.” And by 11:40, when they called North Carolina, I’m like, “I'll be doggone. This guy 

is actually going to pull this off. I can’t believe he’s going to actually win,” because nobody 

believed, even that morning, that he was going to win. He did win. And the next day, I did 

twenty-five hundred dollars in sales. It was dead. It was ghost town. You could've shot a cannon 

through that place and never hit a soul. So, yeah.  

 

Q: Can you buy a cannon in your place? 

 

Fulton: Pardon me? 

 

Q: Can you buy a cannon to shoot? 

 

Fulton: [17:07:09] [Laughs] Well, yeah. You can get destructive devices you just have to pay the 

appropriate taxes, and fees, and licensing, and all that kind of stuff. So, yeah. My concern when I 

voted wasn’t as much about what was promised as much as ideology. My greatest concern for 

the presidential election this go-around was my Supreme Court [of the United States]. A 

president is going to be there for four, maybe eight years. But a Supreme Court will be there for 

the next thirty-five or forty years. And that will change the fabric and the course of my country. 

And so idealistically, I needed somebody, given the age of the justices that we currently have on 

the Supreme Court, I needed somebody that was going to appoint strict constructionist judges to 

the court who would interpret the Constitution [of the United States], not necessarily interpret it, 
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but apply the Constitution in its original intent. And that to me was important. So, yeah, my vote 

went to Trump because Hillary would not have done that. 

 

Q: This is something I often ask people who I talk to who are strict constructionist. Has the 

country changed since it was founded, since the Constitution was written? 

 

Fulton: Sure. 

 

Q: Obviously, we don’t keep slaves. Obviously, women have equal rights. All these other things. 

So why is it so important to keep people who read it as a document frozen in amber as opposed 

to a document that is mutating where society is mutating? 

 

Fulton: [17:08:45] Because it’s not a living document. It says what it says. If words suddenly no 

longer have meaning, then it doesn’t matter what I say, or what I sign, or what contract I have. 

This is a contract between the federal government and the states, between its people. It restrains 

the government more than gives the government rights. The rights are reserved to the people. 

Rights are reserved to the states. Whereas the federal government tries to keep expanding its role 

in our lives. That’s not good. I need a Supreme Court that’s going to protect the people, that’s 

going to say, “No, government, you don’t have the right to do this,” that’s going to put the 

government in check. That’s what I need. And as times change, certainly we have amended our 

Constitution. That’s the part where it’s expandable. That’s the part where we as a people go, 

“Hey, look. This isn’t working for us anymore. We’re going to need to amend this, and we’re 

maybe going to put this in place because this or that’s going on, this is not acceptable.”  
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We did that obviously after the Civil War with the Fourteenth Amendment, with due process 

clause, the Thirteenth Amendment getting rid of slavery, and Fifteenth Amendment. Sixteenth 

Amendment probably wasn’t as great when we talk about income tax. The Seventeen 

Amendment where we had senators that are now elected by the populous as opposed to being 

appointed by state legislatures. But certainly, giving the women the right to vote. We tried 

prohibition. We found out that was probably a bad idea, right, gave rise to gangsters and 

everything else. We figured prohibition doesn’t really work real well as long as it’s alcohol, but 

marijuana we should not have, we should make that a Class One drug, and protect our 

pharmaceutical companies because you can grow that and it has lots of medical benefits. I’m 

unsure about that [laughs]. We do so many hypocritical, contradictory things. And I want 

consistency. I want to have the same thing and apply our principles consistently. That’s really 

where I’m at. 

 

Q: It sounds like what you’re saying is there’s a process to go through. If you don’t like the 

Constitution, amend it but don’t misinterpret it.  

 

Fulton: [17:10:58] Correct. I think there’s a process to amend the Constitution, and that’s how 

you change it to fit whatever times we may be living in. But the truth of the matter is, while 

times and technology may change, and we may need some tweaking and regulations, I’m not 

really sure people change all that much. People are the same today as they’ve been for thousands 

of years. So I think the basic format, the basic structure, the basic covenant should still apply. 
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Q: Let’s go back to your business. You said that it’s a fear-driven business. 

 

Fulton: Certainly.  

 

Q: What are the things that people are afraid of? 

 

Fulton: [17:11:37] Fear-driven business, I get a lot of people that come in, and they tend to be 

reactive rather than proactive. By proactive I mean I think about what I need to conduct my life 

and to make sure that I’m secure in my belongings, that I’m secure in my person, that I can 

protect the ones I love. And some people do that proactively. Some people have something really 

bad happen to them and then suddenly they need to come in, and they need a gun because they 

found a crowbar outside their window and their dog scared off whoever was out there. But they 

found the crowbar the next day, and they realized somebody had been trying to break into their 

house. And now they feel like they have a need for a firearm in the house. Perhaps you should’ve 

been more proactive about that. Because what would have happened if the dog had been fifteen 

years old and deaf. You could be dead today. So why wouldn't you be more proactive about that? 

Fear-driven in this regard.  

 

Americans love our freedoms. And we have certain freedoms and rights enshrined into our 

Constitution. None of us would argue that we have freedom of religion, freedom of speech, 

freedom to assemble. None of us would argue that you can’t license us to do that. You can’t 

license the press, right? You can’t tell the press, “Hey, you have to go through these criteria in 

order to be licensed by the government.” We would never dream of doing that. And yet there is 
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no phrase at the end of the First Amendment that says, “shall not be infringed.” The only right in 

the Constitution of the United States with the phrase, “shall not be infringed,” is the Second 

Amendment. It’s the only one. And yet it’s the most regulated, the most infringed upon right we 

have. And each time somebody tries to take a bite away from that, it drives people to try and 

accumulate more firearms because they don’t want their rights taken away. They want to make 

sure that they have that.  

 

And of course, the dirty little secret out there that the NRA won’t tell you is that Republicans and 

Democrats, neither one like your gun rights. That’s the dirty [laughs]—oh, I see an eyebrow 

raised—that’s the dirty little secret. See, what would you say if I told you that the right wing and 

the left wing were attached to the same bird? Most of them sit around, I think, in Washington and 

pick out what groups that they’re going to pander to. And that’s how they get their votes. And it 

just depends on which way the tide turns. But I think most of them are pretty much in it together. 

I don’t really trust politicians much at all. Okay? Gone are the days of statesmen: people that 

would go there, and can’t be bought, and will do it for the right reason. You’ve got a national 

debt, and somehow you’ve got to finance that. And if you want to continue to retain power, you 

need money. You need that flow of money coming in. And they have to be able to get a loan. 

They have to be able to borrow all this money.  

 

Well, it’s not different from you or I going to a bank and trying to borrow money. The bank is 

going to look at us and go, “Look, do you have enough income to pay the debt back? Or do you 

have enough collateral that you could put up collateral in order to get the loan?” When you do 

that as a nation, you either have to have enough gross domestic product to pay the loan back, to 
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take the tax money off of that, or you have to have collateral, which is our natural resources. 

Well, the current time in our country, the GDP-to-debt, the ratio’s really bad. That’s why we got 

downgraded from AAA to AA a few years ago on our bond process. Our natural resources? 

Look, collateral is only collateral if it’s collectable. And the one thing you can’t do in the United 

States is come get our natural resources. You might be able to do that in a city somewhere where 

they have a lot of gun control like Chicago or New York, no offense. But you aren’t going to do 

that in rural Michigan. Come get some.  

 

Q: So what are some of the other things that people are afraid of? There’s a lot of talk about 

crime. I guess because this is a project on race, trying to circle it back, is there things that racial 

fears drive that drive gun violence? Not gun violence, gun purchases. I’m sorry.  

 

Fulton: [17:15:44] I think there is fear in people that drive gun sales probably more so for 

personal defense inside a city atmosphere, more so than for instance out in the rural country area. 

Rural country area I think probably you’re buying more hunting shot guns. I’m going out to hunt 

deer, or I’m putting meat on the table. It’s really more the drive. And you’re seeing a little more 

crime here and there. With the rise of drugs and drug abuse, there’s more concerns about being 

able to protect property and that sort of thing, even in the country sometimes. My little small 

town that I grew up in, the trailer park that used to be a beautiful trailer park to live in has just 

gone straight down the tubes, from what I’ve been told.  

 

And people are actually locking their doors in Homer now. We went on vacation for three weeks 

and never locked our door because, heck, a neighbor might break down and need to use your 
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house. So it’s different. Even that has changed to a degree where people are more concerned 

about it. But I think inside a city where we have a lot of people living together, we have people 

that are not necessarily as much like us. Maybe we’re not as familiar with the demographics or 

their culture, then I think sure there’s maybe some more fear. And the truth of the matter is I 

think that a lot of that is even media-driven. You would think that crime is at all-time highs, and 

the truth of the matter is according to the FBI [Federal Bureau of Investigations] Bureau of 

Criminal Justice Statistics, violent crime is at 30-year lows.  

 

Q: Don’t get me started on that. I know that. Yeah. My belief that the organizing principle of the 

world is denial over humility and truth. 

 

Fulton: [17:17:25] In the news, if it bleeds, it leads. So the only time you see all this tragic stuff 

constantly inundating you with a 24-hour news cycle, and you believe the world is a whole lot 

worse than what it really is. And it’s not. The world is not necessarily a terrible place to live in. I 

think a lot of people live in insulated bubbles. They have their own little circles. They have their 

own little areas they live in. And they don’t venture outside those things very often. And I think 

they don’t expose themselves to different thought processes. And sometimes that happens even 

in social media. I see people going, “If you don’t think like I do, I’m going to unfriend you.” 

Why would you do that? Why would you want to live in an echo chamber? The last thing I want 

to do is live in an echo chamber. I want people that challenge my thoughts, my ideas. I want 

people that challenge my thinking process because I’m well aware of the fact that I have blind 

spots. There’s things I can’t see. I view things through a particular lens, and I need other people 

to bring that out to me. And when they do, then I can thoughtfully consider those ideas, and look 
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at those ideas, and go, “You know what? I never thought of it from that perspective before.” That 

helps me grow and expand as a person. I don’t understand people that don’t want to do that. 

 

Q: So, are you armed now? 

 

Fulton: Am I armed now? 

 

Q: Yes. 

 

Fulton: [17:18:49] Yes, sir. 

 

Q: Right here, I can see you have a gun in your pocket. 

 

Fulton: [17:18:54] I do, right there. 

 

Q: What do you have? 

 

Fulton: [17:18:55] I have a Sig Sauer P938 9mm. I call it a little pocket rocket [laughs]. 

 

Q: Can we see it? 
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Fulton: Can you see it? [17:19:04] I suppose I can do that if you’re okay with that in the 

interview. Okay, I’m going to remove this here. It’s currently on safety. I keep it pointed in a 

safe direction, fingers off the trigger. 

 

Q: Do you always carry a weapon? 

 

Fulton: [17:19:24] Unless I’m in a place where it’s strictly prohibited, I’m generally armed. So 

when I leave the country, which I do on occasion, they have some nice restaurants out there, and 

they have some entertainment out there. So occasionally I will leave the country, and I will turn 

off West Michigan out here in Emmett Township, and I will enter what is known as a domestic 

foreign country, i.e. the casino. And they don’t allow firearms out there, both by state law and by 

tribal policy.  

 

Q: Why are you armed all the time? Because you seem like a pretty level-headed guy. 

 

Fulton: Sure. 

 

Q: You talk about people being driven by fear. Are these things that scare you? 

 

Fulton: [17:20:09] It’s kind of like the little old lady that got pulled over by the police officer, 

and she announced to him that she had a firearm on her person. And he said, “Okay.” And she 

goes, “Oh, and I have a .357 in the glove box as well.” And he’s like, “Uh, okay.” And she goes, 

“I’ve also got a .45 in the console here.” And he goes, “Ma’am, if you don’t mind my asking, 
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you’re 70 years old. Exactly what are you afraid of?” And she looked him square in his eyes and 

said, “Not a damn thing.” [Laughs] Look, because I don’t have to live in fear, because I know 

that I can address whatever situation may occur, it gives me the ability to do things that I might 

not otherwise do. In other words, I might risk just a little bit. I remember driving home from the 

casino and I actually was taking the highway, which I typically don’t do. But I took the highway, 

and I passed by a vehicle. And it was off to the side of the road. And the two gentlemen 

happened to be black. And I already knew there was going to be car after car, after car, after car, 

after car go by those guys and nobody was going to help them. And I don't know if they had cell 

phones. I don't know what ability they had, didn’t have, whether they needed help, didn’t need 

help. I happened to have my firearm with me at the time because I had left it in the parking lot. 

[Whispers] It’s on film. You edit that out.  

 

I stopped by, and I backed up, and I addressed the gentlemen, and I asked them what the problem 

happened to be. They said, “We’re out of gas, but with the rental thing we’ve got somebody 

that’s supposed to be coming.” It was kind of drizzling out, and I said, “Look, it’s a dark night. 

It’s not really safe necessarily out here.” I said, “Why don’t one of you come with me and we’ll 

go get you some gas?” And he said, “Well, can we both ride?” I said, “Nope, one.” [Laughs] I 

can watch one. I don't know. These are two strangers. And I wouldn't have cared whether they 

were black, white, red, yellow, purple. It didn’t matter. One was coming. Nobody was going to 

sit in the back seat behind me. So off we went. I got to talking to him. And just a casual guy, 

dreads, the whole ball of wax. It turns out he’s a professor over at the University of Chicago. 

Great guy. And we had a conversation. And he goes, “I honestly didn’t expect anybody to stop.” 

I said, “I don’t doubt that.” We had a nice conversation about that whole situation and how it 
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probably would’ve played out. And he told me how many people had gone by. They’d been 

sitting there for fifteen, twenty minutes. Nobody had stopped by or helped.  

 

I said, “Well, one of the reasons it doesn’t bother me is because I’m not that concerned for my 

security. I have my own security. I don’t have to worry about that. If you turned out not to be a 

good person, we could’ve taken care of that too. You turned out to be a great guy, and I 

appreciate it. I appreciate you stopping through Battle Creek, and I appreciate you coming and 

visiting my community.” And we took him back, bought him the gas can, bought him the gas. He 

tried to pay me back, and I’m like, “No, sir. That’s not what people do for each other. You 

happen to be in need, and need help. I was here to be able to do that, and I had the opportunity to 

do that, and I'll get my blessing later.” That’s what life’s about. Help people out when you see 

them in need. And some of those things when you talk about do I live in fear? No. I live in the 

absence of fear. And that lets me help people out when I have the opportunity. 

 

Q: Why did you want to, why did you choose to participate in this project? I think people look 

and see, PBS [Public Broadcasting Service], Columbia University, race, that that would 

sometimes put people off, and say, “Oh, this has an agenda,” or whatever. Why did you choose 

to participate in this?  

 

Fulton: [17:23:53] [Sighs] Some people are born to greatness, and others have it thrust upon 

them is the old phrase. I chose, yes, I chose of my own free will to do this, but I was kind of 

pushed into this, and thrust upon this because I have a couple of very good friends of mine that 

would self-identify more on the liberal side of the political spectrum. And we go out, we break 
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bread together, we have dinner together, we discuss ideas and thoughts together. And when they 

heard about this project, they called and said, “Hey, I think this is something that you would 

probably do well as far as participating in, and I think you’d enjoy it.” So I called Sam. I talked 

to Sam, and I said, “Yeah, I can participate in something like that.” So we looked at it, and went 

through the survey, and apparently I got selected randomly for this interview as well. And I was 

happy to participate. I think it’s important that we as an American people start to be honest with 

ourselves about our own prejudices, about our own thoughts, and our own ideals, how we view 

the world, how we experience this, and begin to expand our thinking and think beyond ourselves, 

not just how we experience life, but how someone else experiences life, and recognize the 

realities that exist in today’s world.  

 

I teach classes—my concealed pistol license classes—and I have a lot of demographics in there: 

men, women, old, young, black, white, Asian. It doesn’t matter. But invariably, we’ll talk about 

the traffic stop. And I go, “Look, you get pulled over for speeding, you get pulled over for some 

traffic violation, or maybe you just got pulled over for DWB [Driving while black].” And 

immediately the participants in my class who are black start to chuckle because they know 

exactly what DWB is. And yet most of the white folks sit there and go, “Huh?” They have no 

idea what DWB is. I don’t even know if you know what DWB is. Yeah, Driving while black. 

“My only offense was I was black and I happened to be in the wrong neighborhood,” or, “I 

happened to be in the wrong county because I’m in,” I don't know, “a rural county as opposed to 

inside the city where I ‘fit in’ more or ‘belong,’” if you want to use that word. Okay, so, those 

things exist.  
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Regardless of whether you believe it’s right or wrong, I’ve got to be able to teach people how to 

deal with that because we have to first deal with reality before we can move ourselves toward the 

ideal. We should always be striving for the ideal. That process was brought home to me very 

poignantly clear and how those things still exist when I was married to my ex-wife, who had two 

biracial children. So when I married her, I instantly had biracial step-children. I can drive around 

with a broken taillight on my Buick for two years and never get pulled over. I let my step-son 

borrow it, and he doesn’t get five blocks down the road before he gets a fix-it ticket. I was so 

angry that day, so angry when he came home and told me that. I said, “I want you to go in, and I 

want you to talk to the judge, and tell him you want the fines and the costs reduced by half 

because they only ticketed your black half.” That’s how angry I was. And he’s like, “You know I 

can’t do that.” [Laughs] I said, “All right, I’m going to make some phone calls anyway and see if 

we can’t get rid of this.” So I used my white privilege [laughs]. 

 

Q: Did your experience in being married to this woman with biracial children change your 

perception or understanding of race? 

 

Fulton: [17:27:44] Perception, understanding? Sure, it gave me more contact with a different 

culture than mine. That first began when I was sixteen and got my first job here in Battle Creek 

when I’d grown up my entire life in Homer. But It helped me to realize that prejudice was still 

alive, it was still well, and it still existed, and it still happened on a daily basis. I think probably 

one of the things that really opened my eyes and expanded how I looked at things was the first 

time that I went out with a young lady of a different race than mine. She took me to a club, and I 

walked in. It was like walking into one of those old west bars where you walk through the 
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swinging doors and the music stops and everybody looks to see who we are. Well, it wasn’t old 

west, it wasn’t swinging doors, but when I walked in the bar it was, everybody stopped and 

everybody was focused on me. I could feel every eye in the place on me. And I looked around, 

and I recognized that I was not the only white person in there, but I was the only white guy in 

there. And for the first time in my life I thought about the color of my skin. And I realized that is 

exactly what minorities in the United States go through every single day of their lives in the 

interactions that they go through wondering whether this person is acting this way from 

ignorance. Are they acting towards me this way because they’re actually prejudiced? Or am I 

misinterpreting the whole situation and they don’t really mean anything by it at all. They just 

don’t know. And they think about the color of their skin every day of their lives. I made that 

comment on a Facebook post the other day.  

 

I served as an expert consultant for a murder trial over in Detroit this year. I went to visit the 

scene of the incident. And it happened to be in someone’s home. And it was downtown Detroit. 

And I went there early to make sure that I knew where the place was so I could be there at my 

appointment time. And I had about forty-five minutes to kill. Right around the corner was a 

Burger King. So I went around the corner and I went into the Burger King there and I sat down. 

And just got a little, you know, I cheated on my diet and had an Oreo pie [laughs]. I’m sitting 

there and I’m going through some paperwork and reviewing paperwork. And as I’m watching 

the customers come in and out, it occurs to me within about five minutes I am not going to see 

anybody else that looks like me. And for about the third time in my life I thought about the color 

of my skin.  
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Coincidentally, I happened to be in town that weekend because we were there, my girlfriend’s 

friend was at a wedding, and they had this prize wedding they’d won. So we were staying at the 

Henry Ford, and it was high-class, and highfalutin. I'll be honest with you. I didn’t fit in there. I 

didn’t fit in with those folks at all. Some of them were so uppity, I just couldn't, so arrogant, I 

couldn't even stand it. I felt better in that Burger King greeting people and saying hi and folks 

that were smiling and being friendly than I did in that hotel. But I did think about the color of my 

skin. I thought, “If there’s somebody here that doesn’t like white folks, am I going to have a 

problem?” And I had to think about it. Nobody did. Everybody was cordial. Everybody was 

kind. Everybody was polite. Everybody was courteous. And I obviously exercise my same way. I 

think honestly if we as an American people would begin to learn that this [points to his smile] is 

the most disarming tool there is in the entire United States and just started smiling and saying hi 

to folks, we’d live in a better world.   

 

Q: Is there anything in particular that we didn’t cover that you think is really important to be said 

in this particular area and subject matter? 

 

Fulton: [17:31:51] I think you’ve encapsulated pretty much my thoughts and opinions and how I 

feel. 

 

Q: Is Battle Creek ready for facing whiteness? 

 

Fulton: [17:32:04] [Sighs] Yeah, let me say this about that. When I hear the term whiteness, I 

hear it from social justice warriors that use it in a derogatory manner. I don’t think you’re going 
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to achieve change that way. You say, “whiteness,” and suddenly you’re attacking the color of my 

skin. That’d be as ignorant as me going after another group based on the color of their skin. You 

want to say that there’s a difference between living the American experience in white skin and 

living it in a minority skin, then go after that. But you start calling it whiteness, you start calling 

it something that needs to be stamped out or crushed, and you’re going to get resistance. What I 

mean by that is this. And my father used to use the example all the time in a marriage counseling 

setting as a pastor. He’d take a string, and he’d take it from one end, and he’d push the string. 

And it’d bunch all up, go in all different directions. He’d take the string, he’d take it on one end, 

and start to pull it and lead it. And it followed in a straight line.  

 

He said, “That’s the difference between leadership and getting somebody to buy in to how you 

believe the idealism and how things should be done as opposed to pushing people towards 

things.” If you push people, you’ll get resistance. They’ll push back every time. What you have 

to do is you have to educate people. It’s like a sales pitch, right?  

 

Somebody comes into my gun shop. They might already have twenty or thirty guns. They might 

have two or three guns. I don't know how many guns they’ve got, but they’re buying another one 

for goodness sake. And I’ve got to convince them that what they’ve got really isn’t good enough 

yet, and what I’ve got’s better. And if they buy it, they’ll be the coolest kid on the block. My dad 

actually taught me that sales technique when I was a very small child sitting in church. He talked 

about the lust of the eyes, and the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life. I said, “Well, dad, that’s 

a sales tactic,” [laughs], “I’ve got to get you touching it. I’ve got to get you to believe it’s the 

best thing ever.” And if you’re going to sell any idea, you first have to convince people that their 
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current ideals are not good enough. This is not what we should be as human beings. This is not 

what we should be as our ideal selves. I’ve got to convince you that this idea over here and how I 

interact is better. And that we’ll be a greater country for it if we do. 

 

Q: It’s funny because my first reaction when you responded was, “why when I say ‘whiteness’ 

did you consider it an attack?” Because when I said it, I said, “Are they ready for it?” That didn’t 

mean that I think it’s negative. I don’t think that being white is a negative thing. You know what 

I’m saying? You probably assumed I’m a progressive, atheist, liberal sodomite who lives in 

Manhattan, [laughter] but I guess the thing that always surprises me when I first started this 

project and would just say, I would say this about white people. And they’d be like, “What are 

you talking about?” Like, “I’m talking about me. I’m talking about who I am.” You know, black 

people talk about who they are. Latino talk about they their culture. I want to talk about who I 

am and my culture because I’m interested in understanding it, understand it, how it affects my 

life. I would argue that by trying to understand it, it has improved my life immeasurably. I don’t 

feel guilty. I don’t feel nervous. I don’t feel bad about myself. I see opportunities to make real 

connections with people that I’d never been able to make before.  

 

Fulton: [17:36:08] My concern when I hear the word whiteness used is I’ve seen it used in a 

negative way. I’ve seen over the last 15 years in media and outlets I think you’ve created a 

situation where people feel like they’re being attacked simply because they are white. Again, I 

think that’s the push that then suddenly you start to get some pushback on that. My concern 

when we do that is the fact that that’s not what’s going to achieve the ideal. That’s not going to 

achieve what needs to be achieved. And so that negative connotation, it’s got to go away. You 
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can’t have that come out and be a negative thing because you’re not going to get buy in. In other 

words, I have friends of mine that, especially in a social media format I can watch it start 

happening.  

 

There are times where I have to interject myself between two friends of mine that are from 

opposite sides of the aisle and go, “Look, I know both of you. And you’re both my friends. You 

need to play nice. Quit being rude to each other and start talking about the issue again.” And I 

have to draw them back in.  And they both apologize, and then we have a decent conversation 

again. But there’s people that are watching that. There’s people that are never going to get it. 

When I mentioned the social media post that I made earlier about thinking about the color of my 

skin, I had friends of mine that jumped on there right away that said, “I’m 25 years old and I 

wish I could say it was only the third time I ever thought about the color of my skin because my 

skin color is different from yours.” There’s some of my friends that try to get it. And then there’s 

a lot of friends on my Facebook that had no clue what I was even talking about. They didn’t get 

it at all. The fact that there’s people that don’t get it at all means that the messaging is not being 

reached out. It’s not being communicated to. And if we do it negatively, they’re going to shut 

themselves off to the message. They’re not going to hear it at all. And they need to hear it. They 

need to change. 

 

Q: This is great. And I really appreciate you talking to us. What I really like about talking with 

you is, as you can see, we’re part of very different political belief systems. But I believe strongly 

that you can have very different belief system, very different experiences, but we can work 

constructively towards a shared goal. 
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Fulton: [17:38:34] I think that human beings and people in the United States, as American 

citizens, I don’t think we’ve got very many of us as polar opposites. I mean you’ve got your 

fringe elements. But I think most of us are right here in the center. I think most of us have the 

same ideals. I think if you asked people what they really wanted out of life, they’re going to tell 

you, “I want better for my children than I had for myself.” “I want my kids to be well-educated.” 

“I want them to have opportunity.” “I want to be able to have opportunity so that I can enjoy life 

with my family.” I don’t think those ideals are different regardless of what culture you find 

yourself in. I think we’re a whole lot closer together than what the politicians and the media let 

us believe. And I think we’re kept separated. I think we are divided out into groups because if 

they can divide us out into groups, then we won’t be united. Because if we were ever united, 

those people who sit in power right now would no longer be there.  

 

Q: I agree with you a hundred percent. I travel all over the country talking to people, and 

everybody cares about their family, their job, healthcare, security. And then it’s like the false 

cultural war is dug up. What I want to get is just stills of you.  

 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 


