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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Patricia Erickson, 

conducted by Whitney Dow on January 27, 2018. This interview is part of the Study on White 

People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



 

 

Q: So first of all, can you tell me your name, where you’re from, and a little about yourself? 

 

Erickson: [12:36:24] Okay. I’m Patty Erickson. I’m from Alexandria, Virginia. What else? 

 

Q: Just a little about yourself. What do you do? You live in Richmond now and— 

 

Erickson: [12:36:35] Yes. I consider myself a Richmonder. I’ve lived here longer than anywhere, 

but I grew up in a very Latin household. My mother is from Uruguay. And so, everybody moved 

here in 2003 and—well, I lived here with my family for a while and then my whole family 

basically moved here, which was awesome. So, everyone is here. I have two children, twenty-

two and eighteen. Tomorrow is my anniversary, twenty-three years. [laughs] Right? And what 

else? I’m an occupational therapist. I do have my health. I love my job. Yeah. 

 

Q: And what brought you to Richmond? 

 

Erickson: [12:37:13] Initially I came to VCU [Virginia Commonwealth University]. And then I 

moved away for a little bit. I moved to Memphis. I met my husband there, and I dragged him 

back to the east coast. Although Memphis is a great town. [laughs] 

 

ATC Session #1 (video) 

Interviewee: Patricia Erickson Location: Richmond, VA 

Interviewer: Whitney Dow Date: Janurary 27, 2018 
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Q: It’s funny to think of—I guess Tennessee really isn’t—like, I think of it as kind of East 

because it’s Southeast. 

 

Erickson: [12:37:33] Oh, God no. You’re in the Deep South there. 

 

Q: Deep South. 

 

Erickson: [12:37:35] Oh, yeah. 

 

Q: Oh, yeah. So, do you consider yourself a Southerner? 

 

Erickson: [12:37:41] I guess I should, but yeah. I guess so. 

 

Q: Yeah. 

 

Erickson: [12:37:45] I’ve lived in Virginia except for my four years out of the country. I’ve lived 

in Virginia my whole life. Yeah. 

 

Q: Do you consider yourself a Latina? Do you consider yourself white? How do you think of 

yourself regularly—? 

 

Erickson: [12:37:58] God, that’s hard. A little of both really. 
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Q: And can you put my question into your answer, because my voice won’t be on the tape. 

 

Erickson: [12:38:04] Okay. How do I consider myself – a Latina? In some ways, yes. My 

mother, you know, she came here in 1958. So, she was very much thrown into the Americana 

culture, where she had to be a certain way. Like she had to fight to breastfeed, because that was 

very, oh, no. Only the lower class do that. So in some aspects, yes. I’m a Latin. I’m always late. I 

talk with my hands. You know, I love to dance. I love family—huge, huge rapport with family. 

And that’s a very—part of the Latin culture. 

 

Q: In what ways do you feel that you’re white? 

 

Erickson: [12:38:44] My skin. [laughs] But Uruguay, they look like me. They’re not dark. 

They’re very blended with you know, European ancestry. That’s about it. 

 

Q: But do you feel like—again, you say your Mom’s from Uruguay. Do you feel like you’re an 

American, or do you feel like you’re a Uruguayan-American? What sort of like—? 

 

Erickson: [12:39:08] I guess I feel American. 

 

Q: And when you say you feel American, what does that mean to you? 
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Erickson: [12:39:14] I don’t know. It’s not something I always like to say, you know? Which is 

ironic. There are a lot of problems I have with being American. So, I don’t know how to put it in 

words though. 

 

Q: What are some of the problems that you have with—? 

 

Erickson: [12:39:33] Mmm. I think at times we’re an embarrassment. You know, if you’ve ever 

traveled outside the world, you always can spot an American. I think that we’re close-minded. I 

wish that really, and I’ve said this with my friends, that I wish that it was part of every education, 

no matter who the person is, no matter what school, that they spend twelve weeks, four months 

in another culture just to learn just how great this country is, apparently. And you know, just to 

see that other cultures are out there, that we’re ignorant. We’re very ignorant about a lot of 

things, that we think we’re the best in everything and frankly we’re not. 

 

Q: And let’s talk a little bit more about your identity. When you think of yourself, how do you 

sort of create a hierarchy of identity? Like what is the most important? Is it being a woman? Is it 

being white? Is it being Uruguayan? Is it being [unclear]? Is it being a Mom? Is it being a wife? 

Is it being—you know? 

 

Erickson: [12:40:27] Hmm. I think just being a good person. 

 

Q: But how do you think of yourself? What are sort of like the top four things that you say, “This 

is me.” 
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Erickson: [12:40:37] Mmm. I think just family, mother, wife, friend. 

 

Q: And do you— 

 

Erickson: [12:40:46] Employer. Employee. [laughs] 

 

Q: —do you— 

 

Erickson: [12:40:49] That’s the bottom. 

 

Q: —do you think that being white or being a woman has had a bigger impact on your life? 

 

Erickson: [12:40:56] White or a woman? A woman. For sure. 

 

Q: And can you tell me a little bit—explain that a little bit to me? 

 

Erickson: [12:41:06] Hmm. I don’t know. I think it’s great to be a woman in this age. Right now, 

we’re getting a lot of power. And I think that we are just a great species. We can have children. 

We’re usually stronger emotionally than a lot of people. I don’t know. That’s about it. 

 

Q: But how has it affected your life when you say that being a woman is a bigger impact on your 

life than being white? In what ways has being a woman impacted your life? 
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Erickson: [12:41:36] Hmm. Let’s see. I guess because I could have children. In my job, it’s made 

it easier. I’m an occupational therapist and I think when you’re a man it’s hard to do that job, just 

because of the women that we deal with, and men, that they just don’t want certain men to do 

certain aspects of my job. And I get that. I think it’s nice to use our sexuality for sure. We can do 

that better than men most days. [laughs] 

 

Q: What— 

 

Erickson: [12:42:10] We get to wear nice shoes. You guys really get only one or two pair. 

 

Q: It’s not that we get them. It’s just like we don’t really like think about— 

 

Erickson: [12:42:17] You don’t care about it. [laughs] Some men do. 

 

Q: My wife’s like, “You got to get new shoes.” I’m like, “What are you talking about? These are 

my shoes.” 

 

Erickson: [12:42:28] I have to hide my shoes sometimes. 

 

Q: Yes. [laughs] And what compelled you to get involved in this project? How did you end up in 

this chair? 
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Erickson: [12:42:38] I ended up because a dear friend of mine hosted one of your guys’ Airbnb. 

And so, she connected, so I did the survey. And then initially when the interview came up, I 

couldn’t do it. So you know, it just worked out this weekend. Worked out well. 

 

Q: So, you hosted Kristen? 

 

Erickson: [12:42:55] No, I wasn’t a host at all. 

 

Q: No, no. Your friend hosted— 

 

Erickson: [12:42:58] I think she hosted Sam. 

 

Q: Oh, she hosted Sam. Oh, nice. And what was the experience like taking the survey? How was 

that? Was it interesting? Did it make you think about anything? What was it like going through 

the survey? 

 

Erickson: [12:43:12] It was interesting. Yeah. I had to concentrate on some questions more than 

others. I could definitely see where the whole—which way it was—well, I took the survey a 

while ago. You mean the one today? 

 

Q: No, the one that you originally took. 

 

Erickson: [12:43:28] Yeah. That was a while ago. 
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Q: Did any of the process so far make you think any differently about yourself, or ask questions 

about yourself and your race that you hadn’t done before? 

 

Erickson: [12:43:44] No. 

 

Q: No. 

 

Erickson: [12:43:45] Mm-mmm. 

 

Q: So, you’re pretty in touch with who you are, and you seem like you’re a very opinionated 

person, and you have a pretty clear view on the world. 

 

Erickson: [12:43:56] For the most part. I’m open. But yeah, I feel pretty comfortable in my skin. 

 

Q: What was the— 

 

Erickson: [12:44:03] But I can’t talk right now. [laughs] 

 

Q: Are you nervous? 

 

Erickson: [12:44:09] No. My lips were like, dry. 
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Q: [unclear]? 

 

Erickson: [12:44:12] No. I’m good. 

 

Q: So, tell me a little bit about where you grew up in Alexandria. What was the community like 

you grew up in? Was it homogenous? Was it mostly white, mostly Latin, mostly black? What 

was it like? 

 

Erickson: [12:44:27] So that’s funny, because we were just talking about this. We went to the 

same high school as Hoda Kotb, that—my friend, Rebecca, who also did the interview. And it 

was such a really awesome community-based school. It was Fairfax County, very affluent, but 

there was all different colors. Definitely more white dominant. But in living in D.C., you don’t 

have that racial—I never felt it. You know, we had black friends. We had Latin friends. We had 

all different colors. But of course, predominantly white. So, I just didn’t understand that. It really 

wasn’t until I moved to Memphis that I got that firsthand, that I got the reverse discrimination. 

And I was like, what in the world just happened? Or I would hear people—and I’m a therapist, 

so working in a hospital, where they would say, “I don’t want that colored boy walking me.” 

And I’d be like, “What? What are you talking about?” That just blew me away. But that was the 

world that we live in. I just had that—didn’t have that exposure at all. 

 

Q: Do you remember the first time you sort of became aware of your own race? 
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Erickson: [12:45:28] Probably—yeah. No. I really don’t. But I did date a black man in my senior 

year of high school. And I guess that was a big thing, but I didn’t think anything of it. 

 

Q: When you say it was a big thing, did you get blowback from it? Did you get—? 

 

Erickson: [12:45:40] I got blowback later. But my parents were, you know, they might have 

been—had an opinion, but they didn’t share it with me. 

 

Q: What do you mean you got blowback later? 

 

Erickson: [12:45:50] “Oh, wow. I can’t believe you dated him”. And “Wow, you were the first 

girl to ever do that kind of stuff.” Even though there were other girls doing it. But I didn’t think 

anything of it. I liked this guy. He liked me. You know? Just the way it was. We’re actually still 

good friends. [laughs] 

 

Q: Does he live in Richmond? 

 

Erickson: [12:46:07] No. 

 

Q: So, tell me a little bit about your experience in Memphis when you said that you suddenly, 

like your eyes were opened to the world. Can you talk a little bit about—? 
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Erickson: [12:46:15] Uh-huh. I remember clearly. I talk about this all the time actually. I went 

into a department to buy makeup or something, and I was waiting for a really long time for this 

Clinique woman, I guess she was. And she was ignoring me, ignoring me, ignoring me, and 

talking to this other black woman, and another black woman. And I’m standing there going, 

“Okay. Hello.” And then finally she turned around and she was very lovely with the other 

customers. She turned around to me and she was like, “What do you want?” And I just remember 

being like, “Oh, my God. Why are you treating me this way?” But that was my first encounter. 

But it happened over and over in Memphis. 

 

So finally, I was like, geez, this is really interesting to me. So, another thing that happened was 

in restaurants, you did not see blacks and whites together at all. There was no—the blacks were 

in the kitchen. It was all white. And a lot of that just—oh, the coloreds live here. The blacks live 

here. And it was just new to me. 

 

Q: And with that experience at the Clinique counter, what made you think that it was because of 

your race? 

 

Erickson: [12:47:27] Because why else was she being ugly to me when she was kind to the other 

person? I was just standing there. I was only twenty-three years old. [laughs] You know? 

 

Q: And how did that make you feel? 

 

Erickson: [12:47:40] Surprised. Yeah. Surprised. My nose really itches. 
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Q: And when you said—sort of happening other places, what do you attribute that to? 

 

Erickson: [12:47:56] [sighs] That’s a hard one. Some of it is learned behavior. You know, that 

they’ve learned from their parents, grandparents, such and such. Some of it is cultural normal. 

And some of it’s ignorance, a lot of it. 

 

Q: Do you feel like in 2018, you and I, as like white Americans, that because of the history of 

our country, that we owe black people something, that we’re responsible for that? 

 

Erickson: [12:48:41] No. Not anymore. 

 

Q: Can you talk to me a little bit about that? 

 

Erickson: [12:48:44] Yes. I’m very passionate about this actually. So in my line of work, I’m in 

the black community a lot. And I say to my friends all the time, “I love the black culture better 

than the white culture because they are so embracing. They take care of each other. They’re so, 

well, for example, when I lived over here in Jackson Ward, it was all black when we lived here. 

In fact, the cops were like, “We can’t believe you girls live here.” We were all college students. 

But he said, “I’m glad you all have this big dog.” And we’re like, “Why? We feel great here.” 

Because the community just opened their arms to us, and they gave us food. They talked to us. It 

wasn’t just, “Hi,” like the white communities are. It was genuinely, “How are you doing, girl? 

How’s school?” 
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And so, in my line of work I see that a lot, just this beautiful black community. And you know, 

they’re just—like they’ll say to me, “Girl, you’re looking good.” Or, “Girl, you’re losing 

weight,” from last time I saw them. Because a lot of them are repeat patients. So, you get to 

know them. But what was the question originally? 

 

Q: The question was, do we owe black people something? 

 

Erickson: [12:49:40] Oh. No. I don’t think we do. I think that we have done too much. And I 

think it’s time that we just kind of, “Okay, guys. Mea culpa. We’re sorry this happened. It was a 

horrible, horrible part of history, but come on. Let’s get up and start moving.” 

 

Q: And when you say you’re really passionate about it, what do you mean by that? 

 

Erickson: [12:49:59] Because I’m in the projects. I’m in very, very, very, very poor 

communities. And I just don’t understand why there’s so much men at home. And the women are 

out working. And the men are just doing, really, a lot of times, nothing. They’re sometimes 

doing criminal activity. They’re—and I know this firsthand. And it just really upsets me. It’s like 

we just need to move on from this. 

 

Q: And so, you think that some of the problems in the black community are self-created because 

of that. Is that what you’re saying? 
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Erickson: [12:50:38] Yes. Yes. When you see generations, after generations, after generations 

living in the projects, when their rent is thirty-two dollars a month and they can’t move on from 

there, yeah. That’s a problem. 

 

Q: And what do you think creates that? 

 

Erickson: [12:50:53] What creates that? 

 

Q: Yeah. Why is the black community like that? 

 

Erickson: [12:50:59] I don’t know. That’s a good question. I think a lot of it is there’s no nuclear 

family at times. There’s a woman with several different children. And I mean, I know these 

women. They tell me, “My boy wants me to get pregnant this month. And I told him no. I have 

three kids.” I mean, that’s a very cultural norm for them. And I’m like, “Girl, get on the pill. 

What are you doing?” [laughs] You know? “You’ve got three kids.” But I just think that’s part of 

their culture. That’s their norm. And I don’t think that’s a good norm, you know, when you can’t 

move on, and make more than you need to pay this rent. They don’t have leadership. They don’t 

have a lot of—well, they have a lot of spiritual guidance, but I don’t think there’s a lot of one-on-

one teaching, you know, where—like, for example, kids don’t know how to act in classroom. 

Sometimes when they go to other schools, they’re like, “Oh. This is how you’re supposed to 

act.” Or, “This is how to shake somebody’s hand.” Or, “This is how I look somebody in the 

eye.” Whatever. They’re not taught that. So, it’s a cultural parenting, or adulating. Anybody. 

You know? It’s a problem. So, it’s just generation after generation. 
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Q: So, when you say move on, what does that look like? What are we doing that we shouldn’t be 

doing? 

 

Erickson: [12:52:17] I think we just got to get more leadership in there and be better mentors 

for— 

 

Q: But when you say we should move on, are we doing things now, we’re like giving too many 

opportunities? Are we like—what is the—when you say move on, talk about— 

 

Erickson: [12:52:34] Yes, I think, for example, you have three children and they’re in the 

system. Okay. You, some point, somebody has to say, “Okay. Do you want to talk about birth 

control? Is there this? You know, could we do anything to make the situation better?” I don’t 

think those conversations are happening on the community level. So, I think that there just needs 

to be—so move on. I don’t know if that’s the best word. I guess the move on is, again, we’re 

sorry this happened to your—our ancestors did this to you, to suppress you and do all this, that 

you feel that you’re imprisoned. But move on. It’s 2018. Let’s all just pull ourselves up from our 

bootstraps and move on with life. 

 

Q: And do you think that—? 

 

Erickson: [12:53:15] So, easier said than done. But, for example, you know, it’s much easier for 

a black girl to—or a black person to get a scholarship over whites often. There’s a lot more 
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opportunities. So just like guiding people to the right direction. So, these are your opportunities. 

Let’s grab them people. Let’s just move on from this sadness, and you owe me everything 

attitude. That there are opportunities, but because there’s no—what’s the—leadership at the top. 

Like, for example, your Dad probably helped you do certain—your Mom. There’s none of that in 

some of these communities. White, black, all of them, you know. It’s sad. 

 

Q: Are you politically active? 

 

Erickson: [12:54:00] Not as much as I should be. 

 

Q: So, do you consider yourself progressive, liberal, independent? Where are you on the political 

spectrum? 

 

Erickson: [12:54:07] I’m kind of a little of both. I voted for almost all Democrat, but I do believe 

there’s some social issues that we need to stop. So, I’m kind of, you know, not quite in the 

middle, but thirty, whatever, thirty/seventy. 

 

Q: Did you vote for Donald Trump this time? 

 

Erickson: [12:54:25] No. [laughs] No. No, no, no. 

 

Q: No, no, no, no. You’re not a Trumpeter? 
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Erickson: [12:54:32] No. Thank God. 

 

Q: Are you happy that you’re white? 

 

Erickson: [12:54:38] I guess some days. Yes. 

 

Q: Can you put my question into your answer? 

 

Erickson: [12:54:41] Oh, am I happy I’m white? Some days, yes. 

 

Q: What do you mean by that? 

 

Erickson: [12:54:46] I guess most days. Well, I don’t know if that’s really true. I don’t know 

how to answer that. 

 

Q: Because— 

 

Erickson: [12:54:55] I don’t consider myself really white-white, you know? 

 

Q: But do you think perceive you as white? 

 

Erickson: [12:55:01] Oh, absolutely. 
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Q: Because I mean, when you sit down, I have no idea, you know— 

 

Erickson: [12:55:08] Right. Who I am. 

 

Q: You had told me you were—I believe if you told me that your name was [unclear] and that 

you were from Russia I would have believed you. If you told me that you were a tenth-

generation Richmonite I would have believed you. But I’m very gullible. [unclear] happy you’re 

white. You talk a lot about spending a lot of time in the black community and the things there. 

Does it make you happy that you’re not part of that community, or that you’re—? 

 

Erickson: [12:55:43] Well, I talked about the low-income community, but there’s certainly a lot 

of higher educated black women that I see also in my job. And, I mean, I don’t see the 

difference, you know. 

 

Q: Are you atta— 

 

Erickson: [12:55:55] They just have to do their hair differently than I do. [laughs] What? 

 

Q: Are you attached to your whiteness? 

 

Erickson: [12:56:01] Not at all. 

 

Q: So, would you care—would you give up being white, or would you care—? 
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Erickson: [12:56:07] Yeah. I would give up being white. I think I said that earlier. I like the 

black community a lot of times better than the white community. [laughs] 

 

Q: So, it’s an interesting—you have sort of an interesting take on it because you identify with the 

black community. You live there. You have relationships there. And yet, you also work in it and 

you see the problems, as well. I’m trying to sort of put the two together. What’s the difference 

between the part of the black community that you really feel connected to, and the part of the 

black community that you feel is, you know, sort of sabotaging itself? 

 

Erickson: [12:56:48] So the part that I connect to is the strong base of community. And family. A 

lot of strong—I love that I walk into a home, you know, as a therapist and it’s multi-generational, 

which is very Latin, too. I love that part. I don’t like that there’s trash on the streets. I’m like, 

what the hell, y’all? You live in this community. Love your community. I don’t like that there’s a 

lot of crime. So, that’s really it. 

 

Q: Tell me a little about your family. How many children do you have? 

 

Erickson: [12:57:20] Two. 

 

Q: You have two children. And you’re about to have your twenty-third. What was it like—? 

 

Erickson: [12:57:29] This hair’s terrible. 
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Q: Is your husband also Uruguayan or—? 

 

Erickson: [12:57:34] No. 

 

Q: Where’s your husband from? 

 

Erickson: [12:57:35] He is from Memphis. 

 

Q: Oh, that’s right. You dragooned him out of Tennessee back to the east coast. 

 

Erickson: [12:57:42] He happily came. 

 

Q: Then growing up in Richmond, Richmond has a very, very specific take on whiteness. That’s 

one of the reasons we’re here. We’re at the seat of the Confederacy, everything. How do you 

think that they’re connected to being white, raised in the South, raised in Richmond? 

 

Erickson: [12:58:00] My kids? 

 

Q: Yeah. 

 

Erickson: [12:58:02] Well, they first went to inner-city schools. So, they were very connected to 

the black community. But no. They didn’t have specific friends that they hung out with that were 
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typically black, unless they were on their teams. There was one kid who, ironically, his name 

was Gabriel, and my son was Gabriel. So, the two Gabriels got together. But what else did you 

ask me? 

 

Q: No, I’m just saying like, raising white sons in Richmond who then essentially are 

Southerners, like do they— 

 

Erickson: [12:58:33] The only trouble that they had was in the middle school—and this could 

happen in any middle school, because middle school’s tough no matter where you live—is my 

older son said that he would, you know, get thrown into a locker. But then once he proved who 

he was, and he was cool, they left him alone. My younger son, once they saw that he was a good 

athlete, he got left alone, too. And so, they were just—what’s the word? When you mingle in and 

out. 

 

Q: Integrated. 

 

Erickson: [12:58:58] Integrated pretty well. But I think it’s, again, because their mall, you know, 

that they hung out with, was downtown Carytown. They were downtown. They saw all colors, 

races, sexuality, you know, psychiatric patients, everything. So, I think they’ve always been 

more open. 

 

Q: Do they stay in Richmond? Do they still live here? Do they go away to school? 
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Erickson: [12:59:22] One’s in school in town, and one is in school two hours away. 

 

Q: In Charlottesville [Virginia]? 

 

Erickson: [12:59:28] No. That’s one hour away. [laughs] In James Madison [University], in 

Harrisonburg. 

 

Q: Shows you how much I know about— 

 

Erickson: [12:59:33] A very white school. 

 

Q: I’m a very provincial New Yorker. 

 

Erickson: [12:59:37] That’s okay. 

 

Q: I like, never leave Manhattan. 

 

Erickson: [12:59:43] That’s not a bad thing. 

 

Q: Well. What do you think about the whole monuments discussion that’s going on in this 

community now? Are you—? 
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Erickson: [13:00:00] I actually ask my patients—I asked my patients during this whole thing, 

because I never looked at it as anything but a beautiful piece of art. I mean, Monument Avenue is 

beautiful. And then when this whole thing came up, I’m like, hmm. Let me ask some of my 

patients. And they’re like, “Leave it alone. It’s part of history. We don’t even think about it.” I’m 

like, “Thank you.” I just don’t think—and I know a lot of people say we should put them in 

museums, and I can understand that. I think that’s a good place. But it’s part of history. It’s just 

part of history, and we just need to move on from it. We don’t have to let this keep dragging 

through every year. Just let it be. It happened. They were horrible people. Yes, whatever. Move 

on. That’s my thing. 

 

Q: And is it something that is sort of like a main focus in this community? Are people—? 

 

Erickson: [13:00:45] It was. It was a huge focus. I mean, we’re just, you know, so close to 

Charlottesville when that whole thing went down. [unclear], but if, again, if you ask the black 

community, they don’t care. 

 

Q: So, who do you think does care? Where is all this like—? 

 

Erickson: [13:01:01] It’s the white, [laughs] supreme Democrats that drive Mercedes and never 

go to any of the communities I go to. I’m like, “Shh. Just be quiet.” 

 

Q: How are we doing on time? 
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Crew: We’re about almost thirty minutes in. 

 

Q: So, do you feel connected to the wider white community? 

 

Erickson: [13:01:28] In some ways, yes. Yeah. Of course. 

 

Q: And you were just sort of bashing white Democrats. Like is there—? 

 

Erickson: [13:01:38] I mean, just like, I have one friend in particular who works in a city school 

and she—you know, we used to have these huge discussions, because she’d be like, “Oh, it’s 

because of this or that.” I’d say, “Girl, take your little Mercedes and drive through those 

communities and see what I see. Then you can make your decision.” You know? Like be quiet. 

You don’t know. 

 

Q: Do you feel like—so you’ve been here for how many years?  

 

Erickson: [13:02:07] So we moved back here in ’91. 

 

Q: Wow. So, you’ve been here a while. 

 

Erickson: [13:02:11] Yeah. 
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Q: And talk to me a little about the evolution of the community. Do you feel like the community 

is more together now, or more divided than it used to be? 

 

Erickson: [13:02:18] I think this community just gets better and better and stronger and stronger. 

I feel, and I just said this to Sam, that for so long Richmond was a Southern town. Hand biscuits 

and the whole bit. [laughs] And I felt like one family in particular had a monopoly in this town. 

And they were a very successful grocer. And nothing—they were a wonderful grocery chain. In 

fact, they were, you know, closed on Sunday, very traditional Baptist rules. They didn’t sell 

cigarettes and so forth. But I remember one time I went, and I didn’t have my wallet. And they 

said, “Oh, IOU.” And I’m like, “Really? A hundred dollars?” You know, it was just that gentle—

gentile kindness that they had. They sold their grocery store business. And they had such a 

monopoly in this town. For example, Kickers, which is a soccer team here. When they owned 

that stadium, we couldn’t have beer. [laughs] So we’d be sitting there sweating, dying in the full 

sun. And you just wanted a beer and you couldn’t have one. But when they left, the whole town I 

feel like shifted. So, we’re getting a lot more bigger thinkers, better thinkers, more creative ideas, 

fantastic restaurants. I think this community has just gotten better and better, really, in the years 

that I’ve been here. Breweries, wineries, stilleries. Just awesome. 

 

Q: I see there’s a theme running through what you think is better. 

 

Erickson: [13:03:41] What? 

 

Q: Alcohol. 
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Erickson: [13:03:42] Oh, for sure. 

 

Q: Beer— 

 

Erickson: [13:03:44] I’m Irish and Uruguayan, don’t forget. [laughs] Although I don’t really 

drink beer, but I appreciate it. 

 

Q: Is there anything particular that you really thought was important that you wanted to add to 

this discussion in context of this conversation right now? 

 

Erickson: [13:04:02] No. Not really. 

 

Q: No? Even though—you seem like such an opinionated person. 

 

Erickson: [13:04:09] I know, but I feel like I got all my opinions out. 

 

Q: So, you think—did we cover everything that you think is—? 

 

Erickson: [13:04:14] Yeah. 

 

Q: Well, what we’re going to do now is we’re going to just take some still pictures of you. So 

just look at the camera. 
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Erickson: [13:04:27] I feel like I’m taking my passport picture. 

 

Q: That’s right. 

 

Erickson: [13:04:34] Am I supposed to smile? 

 

Q: Well, you have a great smile. I like your smile, but then—now just relax your face for me. 

That’s hard for you, I know. 

 

Erickson: [13:04:43] It is. I had a patient the other day, told me all about my wrinkles. 

 

Q: You have no wrinkles. What are you talking about? 

 

Erickson: [13:04:53] No. She was like, “Honey, that cream would help.” And I’m like, “Oh.” 

 

Q: You would have been like, “What are you saying?” 

 

Erickson: [13:05:00] I know. I was like, “Oh, I thought those were just laugh lines.” [laughs] 

 

Q: Okay. So now I’m going to try and do something that’s going to be the hardest thing. Just 

totally relax your face. 
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Erickson: [13:05:08] Okay. 

 

Q: Just like— 

 

Erickson: [13:05:13] This is hard. Okay. 

 

Q: Great. Thank you. 

 

Erickson: [13:05:33] Cool. 

 

Q: Don’t stand up. We’re going to take that wire off you. 

 

Erickson: [13:05:36] All right. 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 


