
 

 

 

 

STUDY ON WHITE PEOPLE 

The Reminiscences of 

Judith Engelhart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INCITE 

Columbia University 

2018



 

 

 

PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Judith Engelhart 

conducted by Whitney Dow on May 14, 2018. This interview is part of the Study on White 

People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



Engelhart – 1– 3 

 

 

Q: So first of all, tell me your name, where you’re from, and a little about yourself. 

 

Engelhart: [01:01:09] My name is Judy Engelhart. My maiden name is Sharp, so I kind of 

remember myself in very different set of ways. I’m from Durango, Colorado, and what else 

did you want to know? 

 

Q: Well, just that you live in Cheyenne [Wyoming] what you do for a living, what kind of a 

car, are you working, do you have kids sort of little, small, mini bites.  

 

Engelhart: [01:01:33] Sure. I was born and raised in Colorado. We moved to Wyoming in 

about 1996—Laramie, to Green River, and finally to Cheyenne. And I worked off and on. I 

was more of a stay-at-home mom, but when my kids went into kindergarten, one of them 

really did not like school. So by working outside the home, I was able to say, “But I can’t 

help you today, I’m working,” and so that helped, but I—you know, nothing, no major 

career.  
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I really enjoyed my last job. I worked for a bookstore, B. Dalton [Bookseller], which is no 

longer in existence, but it was the orphan child of Barnes & Noble [Inc.] as I call it. And so, 

since I really enjoy reading that was just an easy job to go to everyday.  

 

When we moved to Cheyenne, we were working on our house and that was a time period 

here where there weren’t a lot of jobs available. So, my skills were somewhat superfluous 

because you have the kids from LCCC, [Laramie County Community College] and you’ve 

got UW [University of Wyoming] kids, and such. So, I just stayed at home and just 

continued in my primary career, which is volunteer extraordinaire. So that’s what I do 

[laughs] with my time. 

 

Q: What sort of originations do you volunteer for? 

 

Engelhart: [01:02:48] Well, let’s see. I belong right now to a woman’s club called X-JWC 

[Ex-Junior Woman’s Club]. I won’t go into the reasons for the initials, but it’s part of the 

General Federation of Women’s Clubs [GFWC]. And they’re a group of women who—like 

all women’s organizations—they come together and as a group, they accomplish probably 

more than an individual could, but still, you work individually within the group. So, right 

now currently, I’m volunteering down at Jessup Elementary [School] in the fourth-grade 

classroom. And they actually did make that one a little bit easier because background checks 

for people who go into the schools, I can pass what I have before but they make that pretty 

easy. 
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And then I’m also part of the local genealogical society, and that’s, kind of, my primary love 

and then I’m currently the vice president. I find all the programs and do that kind of stuff. 

And I’m also the chapter member and officer for the Wyoming State DAR, Daughters of the 

American Revolution, and Cheyenne has a chapter here, the chapter—Cheyenne Chapter. 

Those are the main things I do, but I do a lot of things on my own.  

 

Like I said, I’ve been on TV. That’s because last year out of the blue, I just decided to ring 

the bells for the Salvation Army, and I just happen to be there the day CBS News wanted to 

interview it. So, my face is on there, and I’m just—people said, “That was a really great 

interview,” and I’m saying, “I haven’t even seen it,” because I don’t watch local TV, so. 

Anyway, I’m told it was good because she talked to me for about five minutes, and I’m sure 

I blathered on about something important. So, I do little things like that when the will strikes 

me. 

 

[INTERRUPTION] 

 

Q: So, I thought that everybody in Colorado and everybody in Wyoming, and you know, like 

if you’re from Colorado, you were much better than Wyoming, and if you were from 

Wyoming, you feel [unclear]. So, how do you make [crosstalk]— 

 

Engelhart: [01:04:59] Oh, sure. 
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Q: —[crosstalk] from Colorado to Wyoming? 

 

Engelhart: [01:05:01] Well, I was born and raised in Colorado, so I am a proud native. And 

in fact, I helped my mom get pioneer native status because our family moved there in 1885. I 

can’t remember. But she’s from Durango, and—but the thing is, is you have to realize the 

Colorado I was born into. I was raised in Boulder, Colorado. I went to the University of 

Colorado. It’s a little bit different than the Colorado that you now associate [laughs] with 

what Wyoming people call Greenies, you know, and it’s the idea of the front-range politics, 

kind of, as you say [makes air quotes] infesting Wyoming, but I don’t see it that way. And I 

just call myself a Greenie. The idea of when you have potential pejoratives, you just pull it 

out first and then there’s no ammunition for an attack, so.  

 

When we first moved, we were in Summit County, Colorado, which is where the ski areas 

are, Breckenridge, Dillon, really beautiful. My kids grew up there. It was a great place. So 

when we moved to Wyoming, it was through my husband’s work. We went first to Laramie, 

and I’ve always said that the transition from Colorado to Wyoming through Laramie is easy 

because Laramie is a university town. It’s a really open, easy society. My kids liked it there, 

and actually, I probably had more problems…when you move up to the mountains in 

Colorado, there are people there that wouldn’t give you their Z license plate because those 

were the original Summit County license plates. And the state of Colorado actually bowed 

down and said, “Sure,” because they didn’t want to fight it anymore. So, it took me longer to 
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integrate into that community than it did into Wyoming, so anyway. But then I’m just a 

generally nice person, so it’s pretty easy [laughs]. 

 

Q: And we’re going to find that out.  

 

Engelhart: [01:07:01] Yes, you’ll discover the truth of this.  

 

Q: [Crosstalk] 

 

Engelhart: Yes [laughs]. 

 

Q: This is kind of a weird project and we recognize that, you know, a project on whiteness. 

What made you interested to participate? What motivated you to take the survey and then 

come speak here? 

 

Engelhart: [01:07:18] I’m a Facebook friend with [clears throat] my favorite, weird, 

millennial Richard Johnson, who’s a city council member. And he and I agree on probably 

thirty-five percent of life, but it’s an interesting thirty-five percent. I knew this group was 

coming, and most of my friends were like—well, I won’t state some of the statements I heard 

about this particular study and coming to Cheyenne. So, he just put it—the survey on his 

Facebook page and said, “They’re having a terrible time finding conservatives and 

libertarians to fill this out,” so I thought, “What the hell,” and I just filled it out, so.  
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Q: I would love to hear those statements.  

 

Engelhart: [01:08:02] [Laughs] Oh, no. They weren’t nasty in that sense, but they were just 

very generally dismissive. I mean like what’s the reason for it? Because I would say I have 

two differing—I do not call myself a Republican. I’m a Republican by ballot because I want 

to vote in the primaries. But if I don’t like who’s in the primaries, I’ve been known to change 

my party affiliation. I did that in Summit County because sometimes there would be so few 

candidates. I remember one time, all the sheriffs were on the Democratic ballot, so I went 

down, changed the Democrat, voted, then went straight over, and changed back to—because 

I don’t care. And now, I really don’t associate with Republicans per se. I would call myself a 

fiscally conservative libertarian, socially perhaps less liberal than the current millennial 

generation of which my children are a part. But I also really believe in the libertarian point of 

view of it neither breaks my leg nor picks my pocket, I don’t care.  

 

I’ve never thought that abortion should be anything, especially at the beginning, except 

between a woman, and her doctor, and her family group. The government should have never 

gotten involved. The same with so-called gay marriage, I was always like, “Well, why don’t 

you just frame it as a civil union?” The church does marriages. The government does civil 

unions. What? And we all when—I don’t know how if you’re married [unclear]. I was 

married in the Catholic Church; I had to sign both documents. I had to sign one that said, 

“I’m a Catholic, I’ll bring my kids up Catholic, yes,” blah, blah, blah. The other one was 
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[the] State of Colorado: we formally recognize this marriage. That’s the civil side. The other 

is the religious side. So by creating a war, everybody, I think, lost in the argument because 

now, it’s now it’s a full-out war. I don’t believe it had to be that way except for driving 

forces on both the left and the right. Well, I just never would have done it that way, so.  

 

But my daughter and I have agreed to disagree on certain issues. And I have a friend who 

believes that abortion is so wrong that it’s practically the only sin in the world that’s 

unforgivable, but she and I have agreed to disagree on that and I don’t—I discuss, but I find 

modern people, especially ones that are younger than I am, don’t know how to discuss. They 

fight, and everything immediately becomes an article—you know, an argument. So why 

even bother with the discussion in the first place? Of course I have the same issue with my 

sisters-in-law, so [laughs]. We just we’re in a little luncheon, and we all made an agreement, 

“No politics, no religion, and if Pat starts to talk about it, just—” Because she’s a total 

cannabis person for the medical relief. But she goes on crusades, and we’re all just kind of—

she starts, and you just feel your mind start to wander off, but anyway, so. I’m just— 

 

Q: While we’re talking politics, did you vote in the last election? 

 

Engelhart: [01:11:36] Of course. You can’t complain if you don’t vote [laughs]. 

 

Q: And who did you vote for? 
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Engelhart: [01:11:40] [Rafael Edward] Ted Cruz. But see, I— 

 

Q: [Unclear] you shouldn’t vote Ted Cruz, yes. 

 

Engelhart: [01:11:46] Right. I mean, this election to me was very, very interesting. I thought 

the true election would have been Ted Cruz versus [Bernard] Bernie Sanders because I felt 

they both more appropriately represented what was going on in the dialogue in the United 

States, but and I—this is for all worth, and I don’t care if the whole word knows it because 

most people do—I abhor Hillary [Rodham] Clinton. To me, she ruined feminism way back. 

Because I remember I was a young kid—a young woman voting during the days of the 

Clintons and everybody. So I got to watch all that unfold, you know, all the Monica [S.] 

Lewinsky, and, well, just general bad behavior, and then we’ve discovered so much about 

our politicians, and it’s a miracle any of them [laughs] survived. So, I would have never 

voted for her.  

 

So perhaps if I had been still living in Colorado, I might have held my nose and voted for 

Donald [J.] Trump because overall, I believe the institutions of government, i.e., the 

Supreme Court and some of the other issues are more important. So, therefore sometimes, 

you do have to choose over Republican over Democrats since we don’t really have a viable 

third party in the United States. You know, we have splinter groups but, no, it was an 

interesting election. So, I didn’t have to vote for Donald Trump because I knew Wyoming 

would vote for Donald Trump, and I think it was the largest pro–Donald Trump vote in the 
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entire United States was from Wyoming. I mean— 

 

Q: How do you connect the support for Donald Trump to the support of the independent, 

libertarian, do-it-yourself ranchers to a billionaire who lived in a golden penthouse with 

Playboy Bunnies and hot—and, you know, lots of weird business things he’s doing? Why do 

you think there was such a big support for him when it seems on the surface—as someone 

who’s just  an observer—that there would almost be no commonalities in the people 

that…really salt of the earth, conservative people that I’ve met here? 

 

Engelhart: [01:14:09] Because the Democratic Party put up the absolute worst candidate 

possible. Hillary Clinton, I think, is more generally loathed and disliked by conservatives—

they’re willing to overlook Donald Trump’s obvious negatives because they believe hers are 

much, much worse. And then when she goes on her speeches—and you don’t make any 

speech now without the world hearing about it immediately—but her “basket of deplorables” 

statement. I remember listening to that thing and I thought, “This woman is just tone-deaf. I 

mean does she really think that insulting half of the people in the United States is going to 

get you anywhere?”  

 

But at first, I couldn’t exactly explain it either because on my scale of valuable people in the 

world that you want your children to admire, Donald Trump is hardly even on my list. I 

mean I never liked him when he was, you know, the playboy in New York, and I never 

watched The Apprentice. I could care less about shows like that.  
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But I’ve read a lot since then and there’s two, I think, valuable pieces of work about the 

whole thing. One is a set of articles by Salena Zito who—she’s kind of an independent 

journalist. I do not remember which paper she works for. I mean it’s a big paper. You would 

know it if—but I don’t always memorize things like that. But she was in the Midwest where 

it was assumed Hillary was going to win because that’s a Democratic, as you say, [makes air 

quotes] lower class if you’ll excuse the concept of lower class versus upper class. But people 

who make less money maybe not white-collar workers and stuff like that. Blue-collar 

workers, that’s the word. She was seeing all these Trump signs in people’s yards, and that 

just doesn’t happen in Pennsylvania, in Ohio, and that. And so, she was one of the ones 

before the election who actually said she thought Donald Trump had a chance to win because 

she’s listening to these people talk.  

 

And then there’s an excellent book—I can’t recommend it highly enough. It’s not really a 

political book, even though since he wrote it and then he had a chance to add an addendum 

because it was right after the election when it was published—by [James David] J. D. Vance 

called The Hillbilly Elegy: [A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis] where he talked 

about the people in Virginia and Appalachia. And how they have been failed by the supposed 

policies that were going to lift them up. And you even see [Joseph] Joe Manchin [III]—

which state is he from? West Virginia, Virginia? You know coal country. And even he 

supports Trump on half of the blue-collar labor issues.  

 



  Engelhart – 1 – 13 
 

So, when you start to read these things then you start to realize—I cannot remember being 

more surprised in my entire life. I checked in [laughs] on election night just to see what the 

local elections were because, actually, they impact me much more quickly and gravely than 

our national election does [laughs]. And watching the faces of the newscasters when they 

started to say, “Donald Trump is winning this election,” and then it never changed after that. 

All of a sudden, the votes just went like this. I have to admit I turned it over to MSNBC for 

about fifteen minutes for a little schadenfreude, whatever that word is, because [laughs] I 

just—and I looked at their faces then I went back to CNN [Cable News Network] and then 

Fox [News] and looked at all their faces. And I thought, “Nobody believes this, and I’m not 

sure I do either. I’ll check it again in the morning.” But I was completely and totally 

surprised. My husband already had a joke going. He says, “Well, when Hillary wins, I’ll just 

get out my checkbook and send it to Washington,” you know? So that was kind of the typical 

look at things.  

 

But Trump is not going to be that much different. He’s not a Republican. He’s not an 

ideologist or whatever they call him. He cares about him and his ideas, and sometimes they 

work for the United States, sometimes they don’t, but I guess we’ll have to wait and see. I 

guess North Korea will be a great, great—as you can see, I pay a lot of attention to politics, 

so.  

 

Q: Where do you get most of your news? 
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Engelhart: [01:18:43] It’s kind of a mix. I don’t watch hardly any TV news at all. I get a lot 

of blog feeds. I use the Drudge Report because it’s—what do they call it—an aggregator – 

because they have articles from all over the place. We subscribe to the Wall Street Journal 

and that you know is not a pro-Trump paper at all, and our local paper, which is very anti-

Trump, but I just read the opinions anyway. I get all my main international news from 

online. And I try to see it—read a variety of sources. I like “National Review,” the blog and 

Jonah [Jacob] Goldberg is my favorite author and his new book called the Suicide of the 

West is probably one of the best books I’ve read recently about everything. The guy has a 

great look at history and he didn’t like Trump either. I mean he was—[laughs] “National 

Review,” in fact the whole crew of them were like, “Don’t let this guy anywhere near,” but 

then they’d say, “Yes, but Hillary,” and then they’d say, “Don’t elect Donald Trump, yes, 

but Hillary.” So, you never knew what they were thinking.  

 

Q: Now you talked a little earlier about being a Daughter of the American Revolution?  

 

Engelhart: Yes.  

 

Q: And so, you can you tell me a little bit about your relationship to it, why it’s important to 

you, what makes you—how you’re connected to it, and how it makes you feel about 

yourself?  

 

Engelhart: [01:20:11] I like it. It’s— 
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Q: Can you put my question into your answer, please? 

 

Engelhart: [01:20:14] Yes. The Daughters of the American Revolution is important to me. 

It’s probably more important now that I’ve actually grown up a little bit more into the actual 

society. I joined, I think, was 2006, and it was really more of an addendum to my genealogy 

because when we lived in Green River, there was no real local genealogy society. And so, I 

still—you can do a lot of research online and stuff like that. So I was still doing it but then 

this—they came and said, “We’d like to see if we can organize a chapter here in Green 

River.” So, I went to the meeting, and I thought, “Sure, this sounds like fun,” and did all the 

work and you have—it’s a lineage organization, so you have to be able to trace little me in a 

bloodline descent all the way to someone who fought, supported; was an integral part of the 

American Revolution. Okay.  

 

And this can go back as far as the French [and] Indian War because, as you know—well, I 

shouldn’t say that. George Washington fought in that war, and the whole revolutionary ideas 

just slightly – they started to grow at that point in time. And it really was a movement against 

an overarching tyranny of monarchy because, as we know, Europe is—then especially was 

still very futile. You had a king, and you have his aristocracy, and then you had everybody 

else. And France, and Japan, and a lot of those countries take it to the nth. You know, the 

divine right of kings was really true. That’s what people believed. You know, what the king 

wanted, the king got. So, you have documents that start to go against this.  
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And that’s why that Jonah Goldberg’s book was so good because he really talked about what 

it was—what’s the difference between the United States and Great Britain or England as we 

would have called it back then. And the real idea is it is the difference between [Jean-

Jacques] Rousseau—and I am not a big political theorem person. I know of these people, but 

I have to read about them vicariously because I’m not real great with some of the older 

language. I can read it but, yes, you know, sometimes—and so, versus John Locke. So, we 

have the enlightenment side, which really speaks to the individual person as being in and of 

themselves. Kind of, you know, the whole Martin Luther nailing the treaties to the Catholic 

church doors saying, “I don’t have to go through you to get to God because I’m an 

individual. I talk to God myself.” Rousseau, I guess, the whole concept was romanticism, 

which believes in a more over leaning government that takes care of its children. You know, 

so we have a father figure versus the lone figure, marching bravely into the future.  

 

So, when the Stamp Act and all of those acts of taxation occurred—and the American 

colonists are not seeing how they’re benefitting from this. And most of them weren’t unless 

they were part—you know, had a position of power within the British government. And they 

wanted the money for themselves. They went into that damned forest, and they chopped 

down those trees, and they built that cabin, and taking care of their stuff, and they wanted 

their money. And so, when you trace yourself back, and you can put yourself into the shoes 

of some really intrepid people who did not know if they were going to win or not. And it 

wasn’t the entire United States. Maybe a third wanted it, a third totally didn’t want it and 

they were loyalists, and then the rest were just like, “Eh, whatever side wins.”  
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And so, a friend and I were talking about that the other day, and we decided what we do in 

the national society, Daughters of the American Revolution is we celebrate that spirit and 

honor ourselves because I didn’t do it, but I can look back at old Boston Grace [phonetic] 

who paid his—what is it—? I think he paid his nephew three times to fight for him because 

you could do that because he was a blacksmith, and so he’s shoeing horses and doing all that 

stuff. And then the fourth time they came for him, he went to battle, and was immediately 

captured, and put on a British ship. So I feel sorry for him.  

 

But anyway, big thing now is all the ladies in the society are trying to find their female 

patriot, you know? So that’s kind of the women’s movement of the DAR is finding your 

female patriot, but you have to prove it. You can’t just have your grandmother’s Bible that 

says, “Your grandfather fought for so and so in the New York Militia.” You have to have 

actual paperwork to prove that they had done this. 

 

Q: But why is it important? I guess one of the things that we talk a lot about here with people 

is history. This is a project about race, a project about whiteness, and then this idea that is the 

past—how does the past manifest itself in the present? That we have a complicated 

relationship with race in this country; that is complicated both with black Americans, with 

Native Americans. So, we have a connection to this idea of—this very compelling idea of 

the—of the settler came here and built something on the land. But we also have a 

complicated parallel story of the settler who came and displaced people that were here. We 
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have a complicated story of people who came and became slave-owners and developed the 

economy using slaves. How do those two stories come together into the present now where 

we have—as I’m sure you would agree it’s in a lot of news—a lot of racial conflict right 

now? How do you then marry those two stories together? 

 

Engelhart: [01:26:25] I don’t think it is a marriage. I think it’s a family situation. So, you’re 

describing in your question about how the past interacts with the present with the racial 

problems that we have. Everybody has to just come together, like I say, to agree to disagree. 

And there are winners, and there are losers in history. When you come in, and you’re landing 

at Plymouth Rock—well not Jamestown—and you’ve got guns and they don’t, who’s going 

to win if you have a fight? The guns are going to win. So, history is full of victors and full of 

losers. The question is what happens afterwards to the Native Americans first. 

 

And then of course, slavery was so rampant at that time. Great Britain did have the pleasure 

of being the first country to just, “We don’t like this.” But it was because normal people like 

me started to look at slavery, and read their Bibles, and say, “This doesn’t seem to be exactly 

what we were being told by Jesus, by God,” depending on what religion you’re in. Because 

the United States has a lot of founding based on the concept of Israel, of those that were 

thrown away or left Pharaoh, and forged their way through the Red Sea and the desert, and 

survived.  

 

And I think a lot of the early philosophers that were working on this concept saw themselves 
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as kind of a lost tribe that really did not want to separate from Great Britain. I mean we had 

Benjamin Franklin there. We had all those people trying to make it work. But [laughs] when 

you have a crazy king like George III, I mean who—from what all they say, I don’t know—

was pretty crazy and weird, it just didn’t work. So you have all these people that found this 

nation based on equality and then they’re trying to forge a nation. And so the forging of that 

nation is all those same powerful people that controlled the money, that controlled the land, 

having to create a relationship.  

 

And that compromise with the southern states that sticks in the craw of so many people—

you know, the three-fifths of a person—because they did not want the southern states to 

control everything because if they gave every slave a single vote, they would never be 

voting. But South Carolina could say, “Well we have a hundred thousand people,” probably 

2000 of them were actually making any decisions, so you know? They’re working for the 

best compromise they can come to and then as we came forward as a nation, you see those 

compromises going away.  

 

And you see the abolition movement happening in the north. And people who think there 

was no slavery in the north are just wrong. And there wasn’t only black slavery, there was 

indentured slavery. There were Irish slaves. Anybody who was poor that could be sold to 

somebody else by someone else who had more power could be sold. And then, of course, 

Great Britain’s dumping all of its, you know, people that have stolen a loaf of bread. You 

know, Georgia was a penal colony when it first was created, and that’s where they all were 

sent. And so, the Native Americans, I don’t think—at the beginning when you look at some 
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of the—like the Cherokee, for instance, that were on the East Coast, the quote, unquote Five 

Civilized Tribes, you know, the Iroquois, there was a lot of non-tension between the white 

settlers and that—those particular groups of people. And the tension was more, especially as 

they moved west and you started to encounter the— 

 

Q: So [crosstalk] Saint John’s war [phonetic]. 

 

Engelhart: [01:30:36] Yes. 

 

Q: In, fact, Saint John’s war in the east was a pretty— 

 

Engelhart: [01:30:39] Oh, it was a terrible war, but you know—and the Native Americans 

were just pawns in that war too. You had the British, and the French, and the United States, 

which we weren’t then but you know what I mean. And you even have the Spanish coming 

up there, and playing their little games, and paying this tribe to attack that tribe. They were 

always pawns, but there were some very clever people in there and one of the reasons—you 

know, why it’s so hard to trace your Cherokee heritage? Because most of the Cherokees 

intermarried with these white settlers and the blood is all over the place. And there were 

Native Americans who fought in revolution, there were black people, there were Jewish 

people. And that’s another thing. The society had to take a big step forward. I don’t know if 

you know— 
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Q: Well [crosstalk]—  

 

Engelhart: [01:31:31]—Marian Anderson for instance, they had to cut their—they had to cut 

their racism or lose their value as a society.  

 

Q: I want to talk a little bit about you, and a little about your personal experience.  

 

Engelhart: Okay.  

 

Q: Tell me your history. 

 

Engelhart: [01:31:44] I didn’t fight in the revolution [laughs]. 

 

Q: How often do you think about your own race?  

 

Engelhart: [01:31:54] I don’t have to. The only time I seriously—  

 

Q: Will you put that—this question into your answer? 

 

Engelhart: [01:32:00] Oh, I’m sorry. I don’t have to think about my own race especially here 

in Wyoming, unless I feel kind of negative. And that’s more because I see somebody else 
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being pejorative towards someone who’s not white, even though that doesn’t even always 

hold true.  

 

Q: Do you think that you’ve gotten benefits from being white?  

 

Engelhart: [01:32:25] Probably but I don’t—I also grew up poor, and Irish, and Catholic in a 

time when John F. Kennedy’s elected to the presidency, and his picture was in every Irish 

household. You know, there’s a picture of Jesus, and there’s a picture of John F. Kennedy. I 

personally don’t do worship of people. I— 

 

Q: You don’t have a picture of Ted Cruz up in your house? 

 

Engelhart: [01:32:50] Heavens, no [laughs]. I got one from—yes, well anyway. I’ve had him, 

and I keep him as a memento of a time period in my life. And I listened to Ted Cruz when he 

came to Cheyenne, and I thought he was—I liked his ideas. But even then when I was 

listening to him talk over at the [Wyoming] Hereford Ranch, he wasn’t really good at 

drawing people in, unless they already believed in what he said. Unlike Donald Trump who 

seem to have this magic ability to pull all these people toward them that really—you know, 

evangelical Christians and Donald Trump? You know, I’m kind of like, Okay, well I’m not 

quite seeing this. But he has a different ability. Ted Cruz is very smart, and very smart 

people sometimes don’t make it, but anyway, where were we on this? Me and race.  
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Q: The things we ask that really come in are like, are there any recognizable benefits to being 

white? Are there any recognizable drawbacks of being white?  

 

Engelhart: [01:33:51] Now, there could potentially be drawbacks but I think that would be 

because I’m still something you’re not and that’s female, so I still have one little click— 

 

Q: You answer my questions before I get to them! Keep going.  

 

Engelhart: [01:34:04] I have one little click above you because I can claim the female part. 

And the thing is I can, honestly, say that I grew up in Boulder, Colorado. And no matter what 

Boulder is now, you are not talking a more white-bread community than Boulder. And the 

University of Colorado is there, so you do have influx. Empire, [Colorado] was up the hill, 

and they had a lot of international scientists there. The only black people I knew were two 

kids, and one was the cheerleader, a major cheerleader, and the other one was a super 

football player. And both of them were the nicest kids you’d ever hope to meet.  

 

And I just remember you know, the whole Martin Luther King [Jr.] thing because my parents 

internalized that. And, you know, content of your character, that’s where you go. And you do 

try—you know, how does a person act? I judge people on how do you treat people if they 

can give you nothing. And actually that’s probably one of the reasons I’ve heard that Donald 

Trump, supposedly, gathers people in because he has so much power that he doesn’t have to 

treat anybody differently. And I’m not like that. 



  Engelhart – 1 – 24 
 

 

Now, there are people I meet that I shouldn’t dislike, but I do because I feel like they’re just 

talking to me. For instance when my husband was—we came here; he was at Bank of the 

West which is the primary sponsor of Cheyenne Frontier Days. And so, he was the regional 

manager and had total control over the booth and everything there. So, you have the parade 

of politicians, all they want to do is talk to the people who have power. They don’t care 

about anybody else.  

 

Q: Do you think that your race or your gender has had a bigger impact on your life?  

 

Engelhart: [01:36:01] I don’t know, race or gender? Probably gender from the time period I 

was growing up because—so, I’m born in 1954 in just the burgeoning feminist movement, 

which my mother totally embraced. My mother was a great, little anarchist. She was 

protesting at the University of Colorado during the Vietnam War. It was great [laughs]. I 

think she has her own FBI [Federal Bureau of Investigation] file. I need to do a [unclear] if I 

can get a hold of it.  

 

Remember I made that statement a long time ago that Hillary Clinton ruined feminism for 

me? Because she was supposed to be the embodiment of feminist power in a woman who did 

all these things because she’s smart, and intelligent, and blah, blah, blah. And then her 

husband goes and gets involved with old Monica Lewinsky and all the other—the [makes air 

quotes] “bimbo eruptions,” James Carville called it. And Hillary Clinton who had told us she 
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didn’t stay home and baked cookies, all of a sudden, is protecting her husband in a stand-by-

your-man movement. And even then, I am young, I am not politically savvy, even I 

recognized that the only reason she was in that was to make sure that she stayed powerful 

herself. She didn’t care about females. She only cared about her.  

 

So, we had her egotism versus Donald Trump’s egotism, what a lovely choice for the United 

States of America that came from George Washington who said, “I don’t want to be king,” 

and didn’t even want to be president, and we come to this. This is where we are now. So, it’s 

actually kind of a very—but anyway. 

 

So as a young girl, I wanted to be a doctor. But it wasn’t the fact that I was a female that kept 

me back. It was my own intelligence level. I’m smart, but I can’t do organic chemistry and I 

hate calculus. You’ve got to do those if you’re going to pass into it. But I know women who 

have become—were discouraged from becoming doctors because they were girls. So they 

should be nurses because that’s what women do is they take care of people and leave the 

doctoring to the guys. I know I couple of people that—and my grandmother, I remember, 

told me once. She said, “Well, if you want to be in medical care—” She was an RN 

[registered nurse]. She said, “You go for the doctor because the nurses do all the work and 

the doctors get all the glory.” And that was what she told me when I was about fifteen years 

old, and that’s probably why I chose a medical career, so.  

 

Q: So, is there anything in the context of the conversation around whiteness that you think is 



  Engelhart – 1 – 26 
 

important to say?  

 

Engelhart: [01:38:52] The only time I ever felt white as a [makes air quotes] negative sort of 

thing was I flew down—and this would be in the, probably, early ’70s—to my uncle, great 

uncle who lived in Atlanta, Georgia. And so my grandmother and I went down to visit him, 

and we flew to Atlanta. She took me to Martin Luther King’s grave, and we were the only 

white people in that entire area, and I had never been in that situation before in my entire life. 

I didn’t feel especially wanted, but that could have just been my own kind of like, “Whoa, 

[laughs] these people are all black and I’m all—and Grandma and I are a little—” I didn’t 

feel I was going to be attacked or anything like that.  

 

But you know, I have a dislike of trying to rewrite history, which is what I think a lot of 

people are doing now, you know, when they tear down statues of southern generals or they 

want to name this—a Princeton School a different name, or something like that. Because 

when you erase history, you erase something that’s really important. Because the old adage, 

you want—don’t want to repeat it again. So, if we go and we get rid of all these evidence of 

people who triumphed—I didn’t say they have to be in the middle of the square, but you 

don’t topple them, and you find a new home for them.  

 

We have to look at our past with all of its negatives, and there are a lot of negatives, but you 

also have to—I get tired of being told that we never do anything right because I think we 

have done more right than we’ve done wrong but—and so there is not, I wouldn’t say, 
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resentment. But every now and then, I get a little peeved with the whole, “The United States 

is evil, the United States has to do this, the United States has to take care of that.” And I’m 

going, “It seems to me, you know, already been there and done that,” because we have— 

 

Well, look at the pollution. Do you remember what pollution was like when you were 

growing up? I mean haze in Boulder, haze in Denver. It’s coming back now. I don’t know 

why, maybe three million people. We solve problems. We shouldn’t create new ones that 

really, in a way, don’t have to be re-battled if we could all just talk, and people don’t talk 

anymore. They really don’t.  

 

Q: Thank you. That’s a great place to leave it. We have the next person coming in, but I 

really, really, really appreciate you [crosstalk]— 

 

Engelhart: [01:41:27] Oh, you’re welcome  

 

Q: —it’s really nice meeting you and speaking with you. We’re going to take a few stills of 

you now, so you just relax your face.  

 

Engelhart: [Laughs] Okay. Pictures, I—I’ve given up ever trying to be beautiful so just take 

one.  

 

Q: Well, you’re very beautiful. We’ll take your picture.  
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Engelhart: Okay. 

 

Q: Just look at me. You don’t have to feel like you have to smile. Just relax your face.  

 

Engelhart: Okay.  

 

Q: You can smile if you want.  

 

Engelhart: [Laughs] 

 

Q: I mean— 

 

Engelhart: Don’t make me laugh [laughs]. 

 

Q: [Crosstalk]  

 

Engelhart: Yes, I don’t mind smiling. It doesn’t matter to me. I just don’t worry about it 

anymore, so, you know.  

 

Q: Just a little more, just relax your face.  
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Engelhart: [Laughs] 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW]  


