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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Craig Eastman 

conducted by Whitney Dow on December 15, 2017. This interview is part of the Study on White 

People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



 

 

 

Q: So, let’s get started. We’re rolling now. Can you, first of all, tell me your name, where you’re 

from, and just a little about yourself? 

 

Eastman: [20:07:45:30] Yes. My name is Craig Eastman. I grew up in Kansas City, Missouri, in 

a small-town suburb south of Kansas City, and my wife and I moved here in 1995. So, we’ve 

been here, I don’t know, however long that is, [laughs] and I was a CPA as a profession, but 

lately, I’ve gone into the Ministry. I work specifically with kids in the City of Richmond Juvenile 

Detention Center, and out in the community. 

 

Q: And what drew you to Richmond originally? 

 

Eastman: [20:08:24:12] My wife’s mother, actually—we were living in Chicago [Illinois] at the 

time, and my wife’s mother got ovarian cancer. We knew she didn’t have too many more years 

to live, likely, because of that, and we wanted—they were in Pittsburg, but we wanted to get 

closer to Pittsburg, couldn’t find work there. So we found work here, and this put us within five 

hour’s drive of Pittsburg. So, that’s what brought us here. 

 

Q: So, what was your upbringing like? What sort of community did you grow up in Kansas City? 
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Eastman: [20:08:59:08] Well, I grew up in a small town forty miles south of Kansas City called 

Harrisonville, Missouri, and it had 3,500 people. It was, no offense to my friends in Harrisonville 

or my family, [laughs] but it was a very backwards, I would say, in a whole lot of ways. 

Educationally, racially, just a number of ways. And so, when I went to college, I actually, even 

though I was a Missouri resident, I opted to go to KU [University of Kansas], which was an out-

of-state school just across the state line, just because I wanted to get out of Missouri. [Laughs] 

 

Q: Do you remember, as a child—are you saying this in retrospect, it was backwards, or did you 

recognize at the time that there were certain things about it that you wanted to get away from? 

 

Eastman: [20:09:52:30] I would say both, to some extent. You know, when you’re a child or a 

young teenager, you don’t always recognize everything, every factor that’s gone into making 

your world what it is. But there were also other factors that I just knew that, you know, there are 

a lot of rednecks here. There was an incident that happened when I was sixteen, in my 

hometown, where a young man coming back from Vietnam actually killed two police officers on 

my town square, and this is a town of 3,500 people, so there was actually a war between the 

older people, the merchants, and the younger people who had long hair, just coming back from 

Vietnam. And so, this guy, his name was Charlie Simpson, he actually went up on our town 

square with an M1 [carbine] one day and killed two policemen, killed another citizen, shot up the 

bank, went down to the jail and shot the sheriff, and then committed suicide on the street. So, 

because of all of the generational divide, I guess I’d put it that way, I just knew that now this 
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isn’t the place I want to be. I want to get out of this small town. And for me, going to college and 

getting a degree in accounting was my ticket out, up and out. 

 

Q: But it didn’t sound like there was a racial component of that incident. 

 

Eastman: [20:11:27:01] There wasn’t really a racial component of that incident. That was mainly 

just intergenerational conflict, yes, sir. 

 

Q: And what was the racial dynamic like in the town where you grew up? 

 

Eastman: [20:11:37:13] There were very few black people, but I would say that the kids—as 

kids, we got along just fine. But I would say, like everywhere, probably, in America, there’s a 

racial divide that, as a kid, I wasn’t aware of or exposed to, simply because it was 3,450 white 

people and fifty black people. Yes. 

 

Q: And I’m guessing, because you said you work in the Juvenile, is the groups that you minister 

to mostly people of color, or are they mostly white kids? 

 

Eastman: [20:12:30:18] Yes, they’re mostly people of color. I have been a chaplain in three 

different Virginia regional jails, which normally combine two or three counties in the 

jurisdiction. I’ve also been a chaplain in three different juvenile detention centers, and most of 

the inmates and most of the children in the juvenile facilities are black. Overwhelmingly so. 
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Q: And why is it, what’s the population breakdown in Richmond? 

 

Eastman: [20:13:03:14] I’m just going to guess that Richmond’s probably about thirty percent 

black and seventy percent white or Hispanic or Asian, you know, the other races. But thirty 

percent black. And I think that the reason has to do with the whole mass incarceration thing, and 

the war on drugs, and just the whole systemic injustice that we have in our society, where the 

police, they don’t come out to my neighborhood and look for white people who are selling drugs 

and doing drugs. They really don’t. I rarely, if ever, see a policeman in my neighborhood. But 

when I go over to Mosby Court, I see policemen all the time over there, and so it’s a matter of 

where do you go to ply your trade. And in this country, since the war on drugs, typically they go 

into the poorer sections of town, and oftentimes, that’s a black section of town. 

 

Q: It’s a pretty big arc. I’m not asking you necessarily for your life story, but it’s a pretty 

incredible arc to go from a tiny town in Missouri that’s all white, all redneck, to ministering to a 

group of predominantly black youths in the inner city of Richmond. How does that arc happen? 

 

Eastman: [20:14:21:15] Well, it happened after I came to know Christ as my lord and my savior, 

at thirty-three years of age. I spent many years going to church and Sunday school and sitting in 

pews, and then I just said to myself, “You know, there’s got to be more reason why I came to 

know Christ than just going to church and Sunday school.” And so, I think God put on my heart 

that I need to serve in some way, and I was looking for a home for a young lady who was 

incarcerated, and she was a teenager—older teenager, but she was incarcerated, she needed a 

place to stay, and so I started looking around for a place for her to live, and in the process, I met 
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a chaplain at the Pamunky Regional Jail here in Hanover county, and he said, “Would you like to 

come in and do a Bible study in the jail?” And so, I said, “Sure.” And then, a little while later, he 

said, “Would you like to come to the juvenile detention center in Henrico county and do a Bible 

study and get to know the kids and see how things work over there?” and I said, “Sure.”  

 

So, basically, even though I don’t have a degree, I don’t have an MDiv [Master of Divinity] or 

anything like that, I’m just somebody who loves the lord and loves people and takes scripture 

seriously, and so as a door would open, I would walk through it, and that’s how I’ve gotten to 

where I am today. So, for the last twenty years, I’ve been able to talk to kids one-on-one. If 

you’ve gotten in trouble in the surrounding counties here over the last twenty years, chances are 

I’ve had at least an opportunity to talk with you.  

 

You know, the kids teach you themselves how to minister to them. You don’t have to be an 

expert. You don’t have to know. They will teach you what their needs are. And you learn that 

they’re all human, and that we’re all pretty much the same. We all have hopes and dreams. It’s 

just that some of us are better able, or better positioned to realize or work towards our hopes and 

dreams than other people are, due to our relative amounts of privilege I think that we have in this 

society. 

 

Q: What denomination are you? 

 

Eastman: [20:16:46:15] I’m a Southern Baptist. 

 



  Eastman – Session number – 8 
 

Q: Do you consider yourself an Evangelical? 

 

Eastman: [20:16:52:18] Well, now, that’s the 64,000-dollar question. [Laughs] Yes and no. The 

scripture says, “Endure a hardship, do the work of an Evangelist,” so in that sense, I think every 

pastor should be an Evangelist. But the word “evangelical” has, since the election of 2016, has 

taken on some very negative connotations. And rightfully so. And so, most pastors that I know 

are no longer describing themselves as “evangelicals”, and in that way, I certainly wouldn’t 

either. I actually bash conservative white evangelicals on Facebook on a daily basis, because 

they need it. [Laughs]  

 

Whenever you—last night, I put out a post on my Facebook, basically, it was talking about hate 

groups in America, and so it listed favorite twenty hate groups, I think this is a Newsweek 

article. And so, my post was, I said, “And to this, you should add President Trump. You should 

add Republicans, and you should add conservative white evangelicals.” The reason that I say that 

is because anybody who would cancel healthcare for thirty-two million primarily poor and 

working-class Americans, who would engage in minority voter suppression, and who would 

slash Medicare and Medicaid and Social Security by $1.5 trillion to give that money to the older 

wealthy is a hate group. [Laughs] That’s the way I view what’s going on politically, but at the 

same time, I don’t consider myself far left. I’m definitely not right. I consider myself biblical. 

The scriptures say, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” and to me, that’s very simple. You don’t 

cut off thirty-two million people’s healthcare, and you don’t mass-incarcerate one race, and 

things like that. 
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Q: Can you shed some light, someone who’s obviously spent a lot of time with religious people 

and people, Baptists—because I’ve heard this also, that evangelicals, there’s this big split in the 

evangelicals, because a lot of people, like yourself, don’t like what the connotation of 

“evangelical” means. How has it happened that Evangelicalism has found a home, or become a 

home, for certain types of viewpoints? How has it gotten this reputation, and how does that 

square with people of faith? 

 

Eastman: [20:19:48:25] Well, it doesn’t square at all with biblical faith. But the people in the 

pews don’t understand that, they don’t see the dichotomy there. The people that are sitting in the 

pews know all the Bible verses, and the pastors can preach the gospel pretty well. Except that in 

the conservative, white, evangelical denominations, typically they don’t preach the social justice, 

or the racial justice components that are in the scripture, which are ubiquitous throughout the 

whole bible. That part goes right over their heads.  

 

There’s an interesting quote by the Reverend Billy Graham, the famous evangelist, he said, I 

think in 1982 in a Parade Magazine quote, he said something along the lines—this is 

paraphrasing—that it would be a terrible thing if the church became wed to the far right, because 

he said the far right has no use for the church except to manipulate it. And, unfortunately, that’s 

what we have seen over the last fifty years at least, take place, is the conservative white 

evangelical church has been wed to the far right. Typically, the conservative white evangelicals, 

their favorite news source is Fox News, which is a very conservative, [laughs] to describe it 

kindly, news outlet. And when you listen to that day in and day out, every evening, sitting in 

your living room, for years and years, I think it wears grooves in your grey matter. [Laughs] And 
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those grooves get very deep. And so, they can even supersede what you’ve learned since you 

were a child in Sunday school, you know? Because the Bible says you love your neighbor as 

yourself. But that’s not what you hear on Fox News, and that’s not what you see when you look 

at the exit polls and learn that eighty-one percent of conservative white evangelicals voted for 

President Trump. And then you look at the policies of the Republican Party, and you look at 

trying to cancel healthcare for thirty-two million Americans, you look at the minority voter 

suppression that is ubiquitous in the Republican states right now, since they gutted the Voting 

Rights Act in 2012, you look at building a wall, anything you look at is antithetical to loving 

your neighbor as yourself. When they pass this tax law that they’re getting ready to pass 

probably this week, they’re going to have to cut Social Security and Medicare and Medicaid by 

$1.5 trillion, and they’ve already admitted that. But that seems to go right over the heads of most 

Americans. They just don’t realize that that’s going to affect their own grandchildren. It’s not 

just going to affect somebody else’s grandchildren. 

 

Q: It’s a pretty interesting time. 

 

Eastman: Yes. [Laughs] It is. 

 

Q: I want to talk a little bit about you, personally, a little bit. When you think about your identity, 

obviously faith is really important to you, your family, it sounds like it’s very important to you. 

 

Eastman: Yes. 
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Q: How would you sort of describe your hierarchy of your identity? What are the main 

components of your identity? 

 

Eastman: [20:23:28:11] Oh, that’s a good question. Well, I suppose one of the things that you’re 

born with, in our culture, you’re born with a skin color. And I was born white. And so, whether I 

like it or not, that’s a major part of my identity. And because I have a certain white privilege that 

I’ve been privy to all my life, it allowed me to go from being a very poor person in a very small 

town in the Midwest, to coming to Richmond, Virginia, living in Chicago, living in Austin, 

Texas, living in Boulder, Colorado, some very nice places, having a good career, making pretty 

decent money, able to retire early and go into the ministry, but really a lot of that is because of 

my white privilege. I could do things that my kids over in Mosby Court cannot do, do not have 

available to them to do. 

 

So, one thing is I have to admit my whiteness and how that has benefitted me throughout my life. 

I also identify as a person of faith, particularly the Christian faith, although I believe that we 

need to love all faiths. That’s what the Bible says. Love your neighbor as yourself, it doesn’t 

matter what faith you are or what color you are, or whether you’re rich or poor or young or old. 

And I think that message needs to be heard a lot more in our country today. 

 

Q: When did you come to this sort of recognition of privilege? Is that something that is a recent 

phenomena, it’s something that’s been happening over years? 

 

Eastman: [20:26:19:03] Well, I think it’s been recent. I would say within the past four years, for 
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me. I think that’s probably the way it is for most, if not every, white person, is we live, we’re fish 

in a fishbowl. And most of the people in our fishbowl are white, you know? [Laughs] We don’t 

realize that we’re living in a white fishbowl, so we don’t give it a second thought. But over the 

past four years, I think probably starting with the death of Treyvon Martin, was a big thing for 

me, because I saw how this kid—the same kind of kid that I minister to over in Mosby Court, 

over in the detention center—he’s just a kid going home from the store. And this guy, who, you 

know, is this vigilante-type guy decided to take it upon himself to confront the kid. Well, when 

you confront a kid, you never know what you’re going to get. So even if Treyvon Martin did turn 

and challenge him, and put up his fists and fight, that should have been expected. If you’re an 

adult, and you corner a kid, you should expect the kid to react as a kid. And so, I think that was 

an eye-opener for me.  

 

And then just all the killings of black men, you can see them on TV, you can see the videos of 

them, where the black men are running, and the police shoot them anyway, in the back, and that 

kind of thing, and not just that, because I don’t major on police brutality myself. I am more 

concerned about the other aspects of systemic racism and white supremacy that have historically 

brought us to the poor, impoverished, segregated black and Hispanic communities that we have. 

I’m more into those kind of issues, like housing and transportation and things of that nature. But 

certainly, I think Treyvon Martin was an eye-opener.  

 

Another thing, for me, that happened was two years ago, there was a Black Lives Matter activist 

in Columbus, Ohio, that committed suicide on the State House steps in Columbus. His name was 

MarShawn McCarrel. I became aware of that through news reports and reached out to his family 
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in a loving way, just as a concerned citizen. And since that time, I’ve gotten to know them. When 

I know this individual and his family, MarShawn McCarrel, and know that he was involved in 

Black Lives Matter because of his Christianity, because of his deep faith, because he wanted to 

fight oppression and make things better for his community. And I saw that he was doing it to 

love his neighbor as himself, and particularly the people in his own neighborhood, and I saw all 

the hate that he got, and the threats on his life and that kind of thing, and saw how that impacted 

him, and ultimately resulted in his suicide on the State House steps two years ago. 

 

So, when I see posts on Facebook where people will say, and in the comments sections, they’ll 

say, “Black Lives Matter is a terrorist organization,” but all the Black Lives Matter activists and 

members that I know are all deeply Christian. They’re deeply people of faith, and they’re doing 

it because they’re following the scriptures. Isaiah 1:17 says, “Learn to do good, seek justice, 

correct the oppressor.” And so that’s a very clear, commanding scripture, and all they’re doing, 

all the Black Lives Matter people are doing is asking for our understanding and asking for a little 

bit of racial justice. That’s all they’re doing. 

 

That’s another thing that impacted me a couple of years ago, was when I saw that difference 

between what I know this individual and his family to be, strong Christians with their heads 

screwed on very, very tightly, versus what the public perception is, those kind of things 

contributed to my awakening, if you will. 

 

Q: It’s really interesting, I think the idea of religion, it’s very interesting, because it seems like 

there’s a real split in it now, and that there’s a lot of ministries that I know that are working 
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actively to deconstruct white supremacy, and yet there’s also a lot of ministries that are working 

hard to deny the existence of white supremacy. 

 

Eastman: Right. 

 

Q: It’s almost like, it parallels the history, the movements in this country. You sort of have two 

movements of it going. Can you tell me a little about your own church, where you pray, what’s it 

like? Is it a diverse church? Is it a monolithic church? What does the congregation look like? 

 

Eastman: [20:30:39:12] Yes, I’ll be happy to. I don’t want to mention their name, because I don’t 

want to—I just don’t want to do that. But I go to a very large southern Baptist church that is very 

well-known not only in Richmond, but nationally, as well. It’s primarily white. We do have a 

number of black members in the church. Sometimes they sing in the choir and that kind of thing, 

we’ve had a black head of the deacon body a few years back. So, we do have some racial mix in 

the church, but it’s primarily white. And the interesting thing is that, if you would judge it based 

on my Facebook posts, back about four years ago, when I became awakened, and Treyvon 

Martin was killed and that sort of thing, and I started putting out social justice posts, particularly 

racial justice posts, on my Facebook page. And most of my Facebook friends were church 

members, at that point in time. And I would get the most racist comments and memes put in my 

Facebook threads. And typically, what I would do is I’d take a news story, and then I would go 

out and find a scholarly study, like a study from Harvard or Princeton, you know, one of the 

respected schools, and I would attach a copy of that study, and then I would put in a Bible verse 
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or two, and just a little, brief comment. And I would get the most racist comments on my threads 

from people who are Sunday School teachers, one member was on the pulpit committee. 

 

I experienced that, the fact that the people in the pews, honestly, they hate minorities, and 

honestly, they hate the poor. In the United States of America, I think that if you look at a number 

of different polls, you’ll find out that the conservative white evangelicals like to blame the poor 

for their own condition that they’re in. They like to shame the poor, they like to say, “Okay, 

you’re poor because maybe you’re lazy, or you have some other moral failing, and that has 

impacted your life.” Not, “You’re poor because of mass incarceration, and we’ve put two-thirds 

of your black men in jail, and then once they get out of jail, we have 44,000 Second Prison Laws 

in this country that keep poor, black high school graduates in the lower quartile of our income in 

this country.” That kind of stuff goes right over their heads. And they believe what they hear on 

Fox News, which, of course, is coming from a political direction. 

 

Q: Were you getting those comments from your church members, the church that you belong to? 

 

Eastman: [20:33:54:30] Yes, yes. Not only the church I belong to here, but also in Pittsburgh 

[Pennsylvania]. My father-in-law lives in Pittsburg, he belongs to a very conservative, 

independent Baptist church, and the people there that are on my Facebook friends, they would 

put racist comments as well, on my Facebook posts. And it’s not limited to Baptists, by any 

means, so I don’t mean to bash Baptists and let everybody else off the hook. [Laughs] But you 

know, there are certain denominations, primarily white denominations that have a very robust 

social justice and racial justice ministry. I think of the UU [Unitarian Universalism] Church, and 
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the United Churches of Christ, and there are some others. So, there are some church 

denominations that do a great job in racial justice. And then there are others where it just goes 

right over the tops of their heads. 

 

Q: So, would you say that your congregation is not making—are you an outlier in your 

congregation, or are you someone who’s a leader in a particular thing, or is your church engaged 

in deconstructing white supremacy? 

 

Eastman: [20:35:04:30] No. My church is—they wouldn’t say this, but they’re one-hundred-

percent in favor of white supremacy, and if you think about what went on in Charlottesville this 

summer, back on August the 12th, there were certain denominations, like the UU and the United 

Church of Christ, that were very active in being a public witness for Christ, and for loving your 

neighbor as yourself, and against hate, and against racism, and then there were church 

denominations that were just absent. I believe that if you go out and you ask the average member 

in the pews at my church which side they agreed with, they’d probably agree with the white 

supremacists, honestly. More so than they would agree with the social justice side of things. 

 

Q: Why have you stayed in that church? Why have you not joined a church that is more in line 

with your views? 

 

Eastman: [20:36:03:50] Well, that’s a great question. Number one, my wife belongs to that 

church, she plays keyboards there every single Sunday, she has for twenty years, so I’m kind of 

stuck with it. Number two, they ordained me, and that’s very important for me, being able to get 
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my foot in the door of youth prisons and adult prisons and jails. The first question they’ll ask, 

because they try to keep ministers out. It’s a hassle to allow ministers to go into jails and prisons, 

because you have to assign a guard to them—or, they think they do. And so, they try to keep us 

out, and so the first hurdle you have to meet is showing them your ordination papers. That’s the 

church that ordained me, that was before Donald Trump was elected, [laughs] and before I had 

my awakening, before I really knew the extent of the racism that exists in the pews.  

 

I could go out and find a different denomination. I actually am involved in a number of different 

denominations since Charlottesville this summer, because I finally gave up on convincing the 

people in my own church not to hold the racist views that they hold. I had to just give up on 

them. And I had to go out and seek greener pastures, people of like-minded faith that are into 

social justice and into racial justice. And, quite frankly, not only did I have to find a different 

faith community, but I also had to find just activists, just atheists, and Hindus, and Muslims, and 

Jewish people of faith, and lots of different faith traditions that came together in Charlottesville 

to say no to racial hatred. So, I learned a lot about loving your neighbor as yourself in 

Charlottesville this summer, just seeing all the different faith traditions, and like I say, even 

atheists come together, and actually do a far better job than the people in my own church would 

do, with respect to racial justice. 

 

Q: That sounds like it must have been incredibly painful for you to say, “I gave up on my 

congregation,” the people that you’ve been with. Is that— 
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Eastman: [20:38:32:23] Yes. It’s been very painful, yes. And not only my congregation, but 

several family members have basically—I’ve become estranged from several family members 

who have put racial comments and memes and things on my Facebook posts. So, yes, it’s been 

incredibly painful. I would almost say, as a result of the violence that I saw in Charlottesville this 

summer, and the estrangement from family members, and the reaction of my church family, I’d 

almost say that I have a degree of PTSD [post-traumatic stress disorder]. [Laughs] And I think a 

lot of people from Charlottesville actually do suffer from PTSD, from the things that they’ve 

witnessed this summer. 

 

Q: That’s really—because one of the things that I think is interesting is, I work with a group 

called Auburn [phonetic] Seminary out of [unclear], I don’t know if you know them. 

 

Eastman: Excellent group. 

 

Q: Yes. I, myself, am an atheist, but I have really good friends there, and trying to always 

understand how the church has these dual roles, both, it’s like it’s at war with itself. How can it 

both be the road map for social justice, and also the road map for division at the same time? 

Because I see a lot of this incredible work that’s happening in churches to deconstruct white 

supremacy, and yet a lot of those same churches that you talk about, they’re also just as 

segregated as your church, that you would say is perhaps anti-social justice. 

 

Eastman: [20:40:29:17] Right, right. You’re right, and for instance, Robert E. Lee has—I think 

he’s a grandson, maybe he’s a grand nephew, but I think he’s a grandson, that is a pastor in the 
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UCC, the United Churches of Christ, which has a very robust racial-justice ministry. I’m very 

proud of them, they took a very active role in the resistance in Charlottesville this past summer. 

But he himself was a pastor in a UCC church, and he himself had to step down this summer, 

because of the pushback that he got from people in his own congregation. And in the Southern 

Baptist Convention, we’ve got Russell Moore, who’s the head of our religious liberty—I’m not 

sure exactly what it’s called, but the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission, I think, he’s the 

head of that, and he was very outspoken during the run up to the election, on some of the 

blatantly non-Christian things that President Trump was coming up with on a daily basis, and 

many of the largest churches in the Southern Baptist convention started withholding their 

donations to the convention for worldwide missions work, because they were offended at the 

stance he took for racial justice. 

 

So, you have that in the more liberal denominations that support racial justice ministries, and you 

also have it in the more conservative. Racism is racism, and you’re going to find it in pews in 

any church you go to. But by and large, I would say nothing has changed for hundreds of years. I 

think Constantine in the fourth century combined the church and the state, and that was the start 

of white supremacy in a big way, in the world. And you see that coming down through history 

with the European Empire and colonialism, and the fact that one hundred million indigenous 

peoples were killed during the European colonial period. And then chattel slavery came along, 

and because all of the indigenous people were killed off, so they came up with chattel slavery to 

make their money and produce the cotton and the tobacco. And the church supported all that. 

There were theological reasons given, manifest destiny, you know? It was taught when I was a 

young kid in school, that it’s our manifest destiny. God said this is the way it’s supposed to be. 
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And Martin Luther King, he said in 1963, in his “Letter from the Birmingham Jail,” he said, “It’s 

not the people that hate us, it’s the white moderates that are the biggest problem, because they 

will not stand up, they will not speak out.” The church today is no different. Most of the white 

church, with the exception of maybe three or four different denominations, some of our more 

liberal seminaries, thank God for them, they’re speaking out and they’re doing great work. 

Thank God for them, because the scripture says if nobody says anything, the rocks will cry out. 

[Laughs] 

 

But overall, you have to say that the white church has failed. And there’s some verses in 

Matthew that say, “What good is your faith, what good is the church if it loses its salt? It’s 

worthless for anything, and it will be trodden under the feet of men.” And I think that’s what we 

are seeing today, is the church has lost its salt. It’s not good for much of anything. The white 

conservative evangelical churches, who are they going to evangelize today except themselves? 

Their own choir members? Because they’ve irritated the entire black community, the entire 

Hispanic community, the entire atheist community. They’re preaching basically to themselves at 

this point, and if they don’t repent and return to their first love and start loving their neighbor as 

themselves, then they probably are going to die, and they deserve to die. 

 

Q: It sounds like, in some ways, this awakening that you have around white supremacy and 

racism has parallels in your awakening in finding Jesus Christ. Is it a similar process? How are 

those two related? 
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Eastman: [20:45:12:05] That’s a good question. I would say that they can be related, and it’s also 

difficult, oftentimes, for those two to be related. An awakening towards social injustice, which is 

ubiquitous throughout the scripture, versus a salvation experience. You typically can have a 

salvation experience because of the way it’s preached. It’s preached that God so loved the world 

that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him shall not perish, but have 

eternal life, so you go forward when an invitation’s given, you pray the prayer of salvation with a 

preacher, and quote, unquote, you’re “saved.” Now, we all know it doesn’t really work that way, 

it’s not that simple, but that’s the way it is presented most frequently in our country today, in 

Christendom. So, a lot of people, and they’re not necessarily overt racists, they would tell you 

themselves. They would tell you how much they loved Jesus. They can quote all the scriptures. 

They’re, in some cases, very nice little old ladies, [laughs] or that kind of thing, and they really 

are loving people. But they’re not “woke” people, to use that term, if you’re familiar with that. 

They’re not woke, as far as racial injustice. They believe that if you’re poor, it’s because of a 

moral failing. 

 

Q: I’m talking more about you, personally, that coming to know Jesus Christ as your savior, 

personal savior and lord, was a transformational experience, and it seems also that becoming 

woke, or becoming recognizing [of] dynamics of structural racism and white supremacy has been 

similarly transformational for you, personally. 

 

Eastman: [20:47:13:05] That’s right. You’re absolutely right. Both of those have been extremely 

transformative events in my life, and processes in my life. They’re related in my life, in my 

experience, by my taking Jesus seriously, by my taking scripture seriously. When it says love 
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your neighbor as yourself, if you meditate on that long enough, it should come to you, [laughs] 

what that really means. Just things like that. So, I’m a person that takes the scriptures literally for 

myself. I try not to bash other people with them. Yes, I do preach the gospel, it’s part of what I 

do, but I try not to shove Jesus down anyone’s throat. I realize that if they’re going to come to 

Christ, they’re going to come based on the drawing of the Holy Spirit, based on a lot of factors in 

their lives. They’re not going to come necessarily because I gave an imitation on a Tuesday 

night, and bam, that’s done.  

 

So, yes, they’ve both been transformative in my life, and there’s a link in my life between what 

the scriptures say and how I’m to apply them. And I’ve allowed them to change my heart. But 

that link isn’t mandatory, unfortunately. [Laughs] It doesn’t happen that way in most 

everybody’s experience. The process of having a salvation experience and the process of 

becoming aware of systemic racism and systemic injustice in this country are two entirely 

different bags of beans. 

 

Q: It’s funny, now, as you were talking, and this is apropos of nothing, but it’s this idea that 

“love your neighbor as you love yourself” is very, very similar to if you’re a secular humanist, 

you believe that all men are equal, so you have as much responsibility to anybody. And I’m just 

wondering how the tension between “love your neighbors, love yourself’ versus “it’s God’s 

will,” and how those two things—because for a long time, “it’s God’s will” was what allowed 

people to perpetuate racism. 

 

Eastman: Right. 
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Q: How does “it’s God’s will” and “love your neighbor as you love yourself” live next to each 

other? 

 

Eastman: [20:49:53:35] Well, it’s kind of unfortunate that they do, in a lot of ways, because 

people like to speak for God, and they like to speak for  God in ways that are contrary to the 

scriptures that they’ve read all their lives. And we see that with very many preachers and 

denominations and people that sit in the pews. They want to speak for God, but what they say is 

completely different than what the scriptures say. So, there’s a definite dichotomy that exists in 

this world between. You’ve got to be careful when you say you’re speaking for God. If you 

speak for God in the wrong way, that’s taking his name and his being and his purposes and his 

character in vain, and people don’t realize that, but they do it all the time.  

 

So, I think that it’s very hard, because I can tell my Facebook friends, “Maybe this isn’t God’s 

will, all this racism, all these opinions you have. Maybe it’s contrary to this scripture or that 

scripture.” But will they sit there and say, “Okay, I can understand that”? No. They won’t. What 

happens is, because of cognitive dissonance theory, I think you have a tendency to double down. 

You can either do one of two things. You can either repent of your racist belief, and believe what 

scripture says, or you can do what ninety-nine percent of the people do, and you can double 

down on your racism to try to get rid of your cognitive dissonance, and try to say, “See, I told 

you.” 
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Q: Why do you think white people feel so much trauma around addressing white supremacy and 

racism? 

 

Eastman: [20:52L04:15] That’s a great question. I think that white people feel a lot of trauma 

around addressing white supremacy and white privilege and racism because A., it’s a foreign 

concept to them, because they’re white people living in a white fishbowl, so number one, it’s a 

foreign concept to them. They have to be introduced to it. And they’re resistant to that; some 

people, and an awful lot of people are resistant to it because they don’t want to give up their 

privilege. Other people are resistant to it—for me, I’d love to give up all my privilege. I would 

love to exist like the scriptures say I should exist, and treat my fellow men exactly as I want to be 

treated. But that’s not what most people want to do. Most people do not want to give up their 

privilege.  

 

Secondly, I think most people believe the fear mongering that white supremacy has put out there 

for centuries, and in this country for the last fifty years in particular. White supremacy wants to 

divide us so that the older wealthy, you want to describe them as the one-percent or the 

oligarchs, or however you want to describe them, they have the money, they control society, and 

they wanted to divide us. And we’re an easily divided people, we humans are. 

 

Q: Are you happy that you’re white? 

 

Eastman: [20:53:47:15] Yes. But I’m also embarrassed sometimes, to be totally honest with you, 

that I’m white. I love black people. I love Hispanic people. I love everybody. I love the black 
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culture. A lot of people are fond of saying, “Well, I don’t see color.” Well, that’s problematic, to 

say the least. You should see color. You should see the differences in the cultures and how 

beautiful they are, and what everybody brings to the table, and you should enjoy the different 

cultures and the different ethnicities and the different religious beliefs, and all of that.  

 

So, sometimes I wish I were black. [Laughs] I could maybe enter into their suffering a little bit 

more, if I were. I’d like to enter into their suffering, because how can you minister to somebody 

if you don’t love them, and if you can’t feel and identify with their suffering? So, I like to enter 

into other people’s suffering. In a way, I would like to be black, but I’m white. [Laughs] So, here 

I am. 

 

Q: Well it’s funny, I was just going to ask you that question, I ask people this, this idea of how 

attached you are to your whiteness. And if you, at the end of this interview, you could leave, and 

you could walk through one door and you would emerge just as you are, and the other door, 

there’d be a fifty-fifty chance you would emerge as a black American, which door would you 

walk through? 

 

Eastman: [20:55:23:12] I would walk through the black door. I’d walk out of here and take on 

that different experience, take on that different identity, and try to enjoy life and suffer through it 

in that new identity, yes. 

 

Q: One of the things, you know, it’s funny, you were talking about—I was trying to understand 

this, because what always confuses me, especially in the context of religion, when you post that 
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stuff on Facebook, saying, “Look at this injustice, and look at this study,” I also noticed that 

when you mentioned the reputable institutions, you said Harvard and Princeton, you didn’t 

mention Columbia, which I— 

 

Eastman: [Laughs] I’m sorry, I knew I should have mentioned Columbia. And I really appreciate 

what you guys are doing. 

 

Q: No, no, I’m just joking. [Laughs] 

 

Eastman: I’m serious, though. 

 

Q: But you’re not wrong, not to mention. But they don’t respond and say, “Oh, I don’t agree.” 

They don’t respond and say, “This is,” whatever it is, they respond with racist memes. So, it’s 

not just disagreement, it’s attack. It’s attack. 

 

Eastman: Yes. 

 

Q: And that’s what I mean about trauma. 

 

Eastman: Right. 

 

Q: Like, it’s so traumatic for you to say to them, “This might be an injustice that you benefit 

from.” That’s so threatening that they’re not just saying, “Well, you’re a nice guy, I don’t agree 
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with you.” They want to come after it in a way. What is so threatening about just saying, 

“America was founded on white supremacy?” 

 

Eastman: [20:47:14:01] That’s the 64,000-dollar question, because for me, I love the truth. And 

whatever the truth is, I’ve decided, the best I know it, I’m going to tell the truth. And I don’t 

know why that’s so hard for white Americans. I think part of it is, first of all, they don’t believe 

it, because they’ve never been exposed to the other side, the way that black people have to live 

because of white supremacy. They don’t know. They honestly don’t know, most of them. And 

so, they make up things, saying, “Well, they’re that way”—because you’ve got to believe 

something. You’ve got to believe that impoverished, racially-segregated housing projects exist 

for some reason, other than that white people had to vote for them. No money changes hands 

without votes, and the black people, I like to tell people, they didn’t just wake up one day and 

say, “You know what, we’d like to live in racially segregated, impoverished, high-crime housing 

projects.” And even if they did wake up and say that, they only have thirteen percent of the vote, 

nationwide. So, it’s white people who have voted for our racially-segregated housing projects.  

 

In Richmond, our transportation system, our public transportation doesn’t extend out into the 

counties, so that the people who live in the housing projects that I minister to, they can’t go out 

into the county where the jobs exist, because they can’t get there. But white people haven’t 

experienced that. White people don’t go over into Mosby Court. They’re scared to go over there. 

It just escapes them. 
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Q: And what about with the whole monuments debate, where did you come down on this idea of 

the monuments? Like here we are with Monument Boulevard, you’re in the seat of the 

confederacy. Should they be removed? How do you deal, especially you’re so religious, do you 

have a real relationship to history? And then also, as a white American, you have a real 

relationship to history. 

 

Eastman: Right. 

 

Q: How do you feel about the monuments here in your town? 

 

Eastman: [20:59:47:18] Well, regarding the monuments on Monument Avenue in Richmond, 

Virginia, and also the monuments in Charlottesville, and throughout the south, I think they 

should come down. They were not erected right after the Civil War. They were erected after 

reconstruction, during the construct of Jim Crow. They were erected from 1890 to 1910, when 

Jim Crow was being solidified and put into place. So, I think they should come down. They’re 

monuments to a failed history, thank God, and quite frankly, I know a lot of my black friends are 

offended by them. A lot of them also say, “Well, they don’t bother me, I’ve lived here for twenty 

years and they haven’t bothered me yet.” But for the ones that do, for the ones that are bothered. 

Just for that reason, I believe they should come down.  

 

Now, I was active in Charlottesville on August the 11th and 12th, and I was right behind the 

preachers on the front line over there. I was in a caring role, delivering food and water to them, 

so I saw all the hatred, all the violence, right up close, and so, yes, I’ve taken part in efforts to 
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bring the statues down. But that’s not my favorite area of emphasis, either. That’s just me. I tend 

to focus on far broader aspects of systemic racism, like mass incarceration, like our school-to-

prison pipeline, like the segregated housing complexes, like public transportation that won’t go 

out into the counties. I like to deconstruct white supremacy by seeing if I can have a legislative 

or an activist impact on those things. The statues, if they stay up, but we could get rid of the 

housing projects, [laughs] and get transportation out to where the jobs are, I’d be so happy. And 

then we can take the statues down. So, yes, I think they should come down. But that’s not what I 

personally major on. I think there are other systemic issues that need to be attacked legislatively. 

 

Q: So, what is the narrative that you offer white people? If you have a narrative if you’re a black 

American or a Latino American, or an oppressed minority [phonetic], there’s a narrative of, 

“We’re coming up, things are getting better, we’re overcoming.” What is the narrative that is a 

livable narrative that you can offer white Americans? It’s a righteous narrative, and what does it 

give them back in return? 

 

Eastman: [21:02:53:10] Well, what can I offer white Americans as a narrative? Well, first of all, 

I would want to take a little bit of exception with the thought that black America is coming up. I 

suppose maybe in some ways, you might look at certain statistics and say they are, but in other 

areas, all the housing projects are still here, we don’t have enough— 

 

Q: No, I’m not saying that, what I’m saying is a narrative of struggle is a righteous narrative. 

 

Eastman: Right, right. 
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Q: So, whether or not that’s a successful struggle, whether or not, whatever it is, that’s saying, if 

you’re black, you say, “Well, I can say I’m fighting for this.” And what are you telling white 

people they’re fighting for? Are you asking them to fight to come down? What is the narrative 

that you’re offering? 

 

Eastman: [21:03:49:09] That’s a great question. I am asking white people to repent of their sins, 

to deconstruct white supremacy, and to do it today. Martin Luther King wrote his letter from 

Birmingham Jail in 1963, and here we are, fifty years after that, and not too much has changed, 

honestly. And so, delay is a terrible thing. To delay justice is to perpetuate injustice, so I’m 

asking white America to get busy, to repent of our sins, to get busy and deconstruct white 

supremacy as quickly as humanly possible. And I know that’s not going to happen overnight, 

and we need to be about that business, and we need to be about it quick. 

 

And will it bring us down to do that? No. I don’t believe for a second it will. I believe you can 

float all boats, and that if we don’t float all boats, then the white people’s grandchildren are 

going to live in a terrible society. It’s going to be crime-ridden, there’s going to be impoverished 

cities, there’s going to be not only cities, but if you look at the poverty in the surrounding 

Richmond counties, since the Great Recession started in 2007, poverty has exploded in the 

counties, that were relatively, and still are relatively wealthy, but poverty has exploded, if you 

look at the maps of poverty. 
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So, I’m trying to tell white people, “Look, we need to repent of our sins, and we need to 

deconstruct white supremacy. That means”—what’s that mean? People don’t know what that 

means. That means let’s free those people in prisons who are there for lower-level drug offenses, 

non-violent drug offenses. Let’s open up the prison doors and let them go. Let’s stop the school-

to-prison pipeline. Let’s stop the voter suppression, the minority voter suppression that is 

rampant in the Republican-controlled states right now. Those are all national racial sins of our 

day, and people like to say, “Well, if I lived back in Martin Luther King’s day,” or “If I lived 

back during slavery, I never would have agreed to that.” We live today, and we have these huge 

national racial sins that oppress people and keep them locked into impoverished inner cities 

today, and people, it goes right over their heads. 

 

So, I’m asking white people to get involved. Be careful how you vote. Stop voting for parties or 

individuals who tell you, [laughs] with their voices, that they’re going to increase mass 

incarceration, they’re going to build more prisons, they’re going to build more walls. Stop voting 

for those people. Stop constructing white supremacy, and let’s start to deconstruct it by our 

votes. 

 

Q: And what does that do for me, as a white person? 

 

Eastman: [21:06:45:10] Well, it will, number one, if you’re a person of faith, you need to be 

prepared to go to heaven or hell. [Laughs] If you’re a person of faith as a white person, and you 

read the scriptures and see what it says, what it says in Matthew, chapter seven, verses twenty-

one through twenty-three, that many people will say it to me on that day, “Lord o’ Lord, didn’t I 
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teach in Sunday School for thirty years? Didn’t I do many miracles in your name? And I’ll 

confess to them, I never knew you, depart from me, you who continue to live in sin.” So, if 

you’re a white person of faith, it really does make the difference between where your eternal 

destiny is going to be. 

 

Now, if you’re not a white person of faith, or even if you are a white person of faith, if you don’t 

look at it in terms of eternal destiny, if you look at it in terms of your temporal existence, don’t 

you want a better society? Don’t you want a better country to live in for your children and your 

grandchildren? Do you really want to pass what we have now, and make it even worse, and pass 

that on to your grandchildren? I would hope that if they thought about it, the answer would be 

no. 

 

Q: So, we’ve covered a lot of ground. This was a really interesting talk. Is there anything that we 

didn’t talk about that you think is important to say in this context? 

 

Eastman: No, I think it’s been a great conversation, I think it’s been a wide-ranging conversation. 

We’ve talked about deconstructing white supremacy, and I’ve tried to give some examples of 

what that would mean, and how you can do that by voting differently. Because I think you’ve got 

to get it down into bite-sized chunks that people can understand. And that’s not an easy thing to 

do, given Fox News, and our media today. But no, I think we’ve had a great discussion, and I 

appreciate it very much. 
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Q: Well, I really appreciate how forthright and direct you are, and being honest with this 

conversation. This was a great conversation to end the day on. So, I really appreciate you coming 

in and staying late with us and talking with us. 

 

Eastman: I appreciate the opportunity; I appreciate what you guys are doing. Thank you very 

much. 

 

Q: Oh, thank you. What we’re going to do is, we’re going to take some stills of you now. This is 

the hardest part of the whole interview: not talking. So just look at the— 

 

Eastman: All right. 

 

Q: Now just relax your face. You can smile if you want. [Laughs] I told you this would be the 

hardest part of it. Great. Thank you. 

 

Eastman: All right. 

 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 


