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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Tiffany Dickey 

conducted by Whitney Dow on May 11, 2018. This interview is part of the Study on White 

People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that s/he is reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 



Dickey – 1 – 3 

 

 

Q: Okay, can you tell me your name, where you’re from, and what you do for a living generally? 

 

Dickey: [01:00:14:12] Sure. My name is Tiffany Dickey [phonetic]. I’m originally from 

Massachusetts. I grew up in West Springfield, Massachusetts and spent much of my adult life in 

eastern Mass [Massachusetts]. I am a registered nurse. I’ve been a nurse for about fifteen years. 

Currently I work as a forensic nurse. A forensic nurse is a nurse who does work caring for people 

who are victims of violence. 

 

Q: And can you tell me a little bit about your childhood? Where did you grow up? What was the 

neighborhood like? What was your family like? 

 

Dickey: [01:00:49:08] Yes, as a child I grew up in West Springfield, Massachusetts, the majority 

of my childhood. We moved around western Mass for quite a few years. My neighborhood was 

your typical American middle-class neighborhood. Lots of kids running around on the streets 

between the stop signs. Lots of bikes out there. My parents both worked full time, hard jobs. My 

mom was a teacher. And my dad was a laborer. He was a subcontractor painting houses. 
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Q: And what was the ethnic or racial makeup of your neighborhood? Was it a homogenized 

neighborhood? Was it a diverse neighborhood? What was the community like you grew up in? 

 

Dickey: [01:01:32:23] Throughout my childhood we moved probably about—maybe three or 

four times. As I got older, the neighborhoods that we moved to were a little more upper middle 

class. My mom—when I was young she divorced my biological father. And she and I were in 

subsidized housing for several years. And then when she married the wonderful man I call my 

daddy, we moved then to a more blue-collar type neighborhood. There were some whites. There 

were some Hispanics, some African Americans. It was a pretty safe neighborhood. Everybody 

worked and took care of their families. Lots of kids. The kids didn’t really see in color. It was 

pretty neat. 

 

And then we moved to another area of West Springfield where it was mostly a white 

neighborhood. There were very good schools in that area. I think that’s why my parents wanted 

to move there at that time (because of the good schools). 

 

Q: Do you remember race being talked about in your house when you were young? Was it a 

topic of discussion? Was it not a topic of discussion? Was it something that came up? 

 

Dickey: [01:02:41:18] Yes, it was definitely something that came up. I think both of my parents 

opinions were kind of out there in the household. We were always very accepting and loving of 

our neighbors around us. Although I do remember my parents expressing frustration, sometimes, 

when there was crime in the area that typically involved minorities.  
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Q: When you say that their opinions were sort of out there and very much in your life—what 

were those views? What were those opinions on race? 

 

Dickey: [01:03:18:26] I remember my dad expressing a lot of frustration when we had some 

crime in the area that involved some gangs. And I kind of saw a different side of him when that 

happened. It was pretty funny, this story. When I was eight years old, I had a hamster. His name 

was Buffy. I was devastated, because he got cancer, and he was really sick. So the vet actually 

advised us that we take him and have him put down. And at that time, money was a little bit 

tight. So we took him to the downtown area, in the downtown Springfield area, which is a pretty 

high crime area. But that’s where the MSPCA [Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals] was. 

 

While we were in there putting poor Buffy down, our car got stolen. And it was actually used in 

a drive-by shooting that killed a seventeen-year-old boy. And then my parents, when the car was 

found and impounded, my parents were called to testify and identify different aspects of the 

vehicle in the trial. And the lawyers of the defendant actually came to our house and knocked on 

our door. And I remember my dad just getting very irate and upset about the crime. 

 

And so I clearly remember being very afraid. And I think that kind of triggered something in me 

as a child that wasn’t there previously, that when I saw people that were potentially associated 

with gangs, I was a little more afraid of them than before. 
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Q: And when you say potentially associated with gangs, when you saw people of color? 

 

Dickey: [01:04:58:03] People of color in certain contexts and situations. But in western 

Massachusetts, the gangs have very specific insignias. You’ll see their signatures on the 

highway. You’ll see them in different parts of town. Certain types of tattoos, tears on their faces. 

Things like that. Not necessarily a well-dressed or well-mannered person of color. No, not at all. 

But more along the lines of running into people on the subway or the bus that you might see have 

those markings on their body or that type of dress made me a little more fearful. 

 

Q: And was that the first time you became aware of your own race? Or was there another time 

that you really became aware of your own race? 

 

Dickey: [01:05:41:18] I guess I had always kind of considered myself white. But at the same 

time, my mother always made it more so that our identity was that we were Greek. And while I 

think that the majority of Greeks are associated with being Europeans, who are typically white, 

the part of Greece where my family comes from is actually closer to the Middle East. So I’ve 

always kind of been confused. What am I? Am I white? Am I Greek? Am I possibly Middle 

Eastern? 

 

Growing up in Western Massachusetts, there’s such a large Hispanic population. If you give me 

enough of a tan, they think I’m Hispanic. So I remember talking to little kids in kindergarten and 

them speaking Spanish to me thinking that I was Puerto Rican. So it was kind—I’ve always kind 

of been aware that I’m something maybe other [laughs]. 
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Q: And when you say that you always thought of yourself as white, what does it mean to think of 

yourself as white? What does that mean? 

 

Dickey: [01:06:46:23] I guess I don’t really know. I think being white maybe as a child of 

immigrants. I’m third generation to the United States of Greek descent. And purebred Greek 

[laughs], I guess, on both sides. I guess I associated that with being more of European descent 

than anything else. And that kind of is a large map right there. 

 

Q: So when you think of your identity, when you think about who you are, in a hierarchy, how 

would you sort of—what are some of the things that make you who you are? When you think of 

your race, your marriage, women, your gender? What’s the hierarchy of your identity that you 

think are the most important things about you? 

 

Dickey: [01:07:32:23] I think for me, especially now as a thirty-five-year-old adult, the biggest 

identifying factor for me is that I’m an Orthodox Christian. I am the wife of an Orthodox priest, 

and the mother of three children, and a woman, and an American. And I’m a nurse. 

 

Q: And how does the—do you think that—now, I noticed in that list, you didn’t mention your 

race. You mentioned—is that because it’s not important to you? Or that it doesn’t impact your 

life on a day-to-day level? Or these other things are just—the things that you really find are the 

most important things about you? 
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Dickey: [01:08:20:12] I think, for me, race isn’t really so much of a factor in my life. When you 

look at the godparents that I’ve chosen for my kids, my faith being the most important identifier 

in my life, they are from all different parts of the world. And they’re all different Orthodox 

Christians. My son’s godparents are Puerto Rican and Peruvian. My daughter’s godparents are 

from Palestine and Jordan. And my other son’s godmother is from Greece. So I kind of look at 

that factor and that we all have so many more things in common beyond our race, in that we 

identify under the same faith and the same God. 

 

Q: And do you think that—talking about your faith and talking about the fact that that’s the most 

important thing you have, these other people—do you think that your life would be different if 

you were the same woman, Orthodox, Greek, Christian, but like your godchild you were Puerto 

Rican or you were [unclear]. Would that have been a different experience than looking the way 

you do, do you think? 

 

Dickey: [01:09:36:07] I think that is very possible, especially dependent on the part of the 

country where you’re living. Having grown up in the Northeast where I feel like it’s maybe a 

little bit more liberal, a little bit more progressive, for lack of a better term, there are far more 

people in New England that have achieved a college level degree than in the state of Wyoming, 

perhaps. Not to say that folks here don’t possess some of those possibilities. But it’s just a higher 

percentage of those qualifications. Being here might be more different for me than it would be 

growing up in Massachusetts. 

 

Q: Can you tell me a little about the community you live in now? 
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Dickey: [01:10:24:03] Yes, so I live in Cheyenne, Wyoming. It’s the capital, obviously, of the 

state. The neighborhood that I live in is a pretty middle-class neighborhood. There’s a lot of 

military, police officers, people that work at the local hospital. And those three areas of work are 

the biggest industry, really, we have here: military, law enforcement, state workers, and hospital. 

It’s very safe there, for the most part. Although in my line of work as a forensic nurse, I kind of 

get to find out what’s happening in town versus what I might think is happening in town. But I 

trust my kids riding their bikes around the neighborhood. And I know my neighbors by first 

name and last name. And would trust them with the keys to my house if I was away. 

 

Q: And it is a homogeneous neighborhood? Is it a multiracial neighborhood? Is it mostly white? 

Is it mostly Greek Orthodox? What’s the neighborhood like? 

 

Dickey: [01:11:22:12] I think the neighborhood is kind of a mishmash of mostly whites from all 

over the country. There’s a lot of people in that neighborhood who didn’t grow up in this area 

who moved here for work. There are some blacks. There are some Hispanics. I think the 

neighborhood is probably more defined by the type of work that you do and where you are in 

your socioeconomic situation. 

 

Q: One of the reasons, I think, Sam told you we chose to come to Wyoming is just because 

we’ve been in Richmond [Virginia], which was very diverse; a big black population. We wanted 

to come to a place that really had—I think it’s up over eighty percent white in Cheyenne, 

Wyoming. And so we were interested to see how people think about race in a place that is much 
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more homogeneously white, as you talk about, than where you grew up. Do you see a difference 

in how people’s attitudes are about race here, based—different [than] where you grew up, where 

it was much more—[unclear]. 

 

Dickey: [01:12:27:01] It was more commonplace? 

 

Q: Yes, yes. 

 

Dickey: [01:12:29:16] Yes, I feel like here, perhaps, there is more of an association with people 

of minority or of color based on their socioeconomic class, or their job, or their level of 

education. I think people will often size one another up—size minorities up based on where they 

kind of lie in that stature. With the military base here, we see a lot of very successful minorities, 

blacks, Hispanics, working as officers. And they’re very well respected in the community, 

especially, also, in our law enforcement. 

 

But then again, I think if you go down to the south side of town where a lot of the trailers are, if 

there is one black family living in a more primarily white neighborhood, even though it’s a very 

low socioeconomic class, they might be seen as different from the rest of them, even though, 

socioeconomically, they’re the same. 

 

[INTERRUPTION] 

 

Q: So are you happy that you’re white? 
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Dickey: [01:14:00:00] [Laughs] I don’t really know how to answer that, honestly. Because I 

don’t really feel like I’m totally white. I will give the example, though, when living in western 

Massachusetts in the neighborhood and being a young child in kindergarten, first, second, third 

grade, where it was kind of blurry whether or not I was Hispanic versus white, I did feel like 

occasionally I was treated differently by teachers, principals, that sort of thing, people of 

authority, if they didn’t know that I was Greek versus being Hispanic. 

 

And so in that way, I feel like I was afforded a bit more opportunity just by the mere fact of how 

others identify me versus how I identify myself. And so I don’t know whether I’m really happy 

about that. I don’t feel happy about it, I guess. I just—I feel like I want to be seen as who Tiffany 

really is, versus the color of my skin associating something of my privilege I guess. 

 

Q: I mean, I always sort of wonder about it. Because I think it’s like—one of the things we’re 

always navigating is the difference between how we think of ourselves and how people see us. 

And your faith is the most important thing to you, you were saying earlier. But when I see you, I 

don’t see your faith. I don’t know until I’ve talked to you that your faith is the most important 

piece. What I see is I see a woman, so I see your gender. I see your skin color. I see that you’re 

dressed nicely and have a necklace on. I recognize you’re probably Christian because there’s a 

cross there and a lot of things. 

 

So there’s certain things that I process—if I never got a chance to talk to you that I would think 

about you or—and then when I get to know you, I get to know more about you. I always think 
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about how identity is kind of this intersection of how you perceive yourself and how the world 

perceives you. And a lot of times they don’t necessarily totally line up. Or the things that you 

think are important about yourself sometimes aren’t seeable.   

 

Dickey: [01:16:11:12] True. 

 

Q: Do you think your life would have been different if you weren’t born the way you are, Greek 

and—a white, Greek woman? If, let’s say, you were like your godchild, Puerto Rican? 

 

Dickey: [01:16:23:02] I think observing the life of my godchildren, three of the four are 

minorities according to the United States Census. I think that their parents work incredibly hard 

to raise them in a very similar way to the way, perhaps, I was raised. And I don’t think having 

seen them and observed them at their younger ages—six months, a year—I think the oldest now 

is eight—that they don’t quite see in color. I think they see in gray. So I think that has a big part 

to do with their parents’ education level and their ability to work very hard and provide good 

education and lifestyle for their children. And so I don’t know that with the age difference being 

almost thirty years between all of us, that them growing up now in this time won’t afford them 

the same opportunity that I had. However, if they were born thirty-five years ago, that may have 

been different. 

 

Q: Let’s talk a little bit about history. And that clearly, we’ve come a long way from our past. 

And now we have a sort of institutional bias, racism, structures in place that discriminate against 

people of color. Because of that, do you think that we, as white people, owe black people 
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something? Do you think that we’re responsible—that we somehow—are we still benefiting 

from the injustice of the past or not?  

 

Dickey: [01:18:17:19] I think that’s very—that it’s very dependent on the type—on the area of 

the country that you’re living in, whether or not we need to be cognizant of the past, of what 

happened with blacks and minorities in the United States. I think in Wyoming, we are far more 

cognizant of what has happened to our Native American population here. And so when we are 

dealing with working with minorities in this part of the country, we need to be incredibly 

cognizant of compensating for what has happened because many of the Native Americans have 

been isolated. They’ve been socioeconomically depressed. And so we need to work with the 

Native American nations to see what we can do to assist them, to afford their children the same 

opportunities that my children have. 

 

Q: Now, as someone who’s come from away – I don’t know how it is in Wyoming, whether 

you’re like, oh, if you haven’t been here for ten generations you’re not really from—I don’t 

know what the community is like here. But I know coming out here it seems like there’s a lot of 

cowboy imagery. There’s a lot of talk about the past. Can you talk to me a little bit about how the 

identity of Cheyenne, the identity of Wyoming mixes both its pride and sort of its frontier past—

mixed with also this concern for, perhaps, injustices that part of that—that that past participated 

and created? How do those two things intersect here? 

 

Dickey: [01:19:56:05] Well, I think back to what my husband has talked about in some of the 

challenges that we have encountered socially and as a town since moving to Wyoming. And 
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some of the difficulties that our own church, the Greek Orthodox Church here has encountered. 

Cheyenne, Wyoming was founded through the whole course of the laying of the railroad. And 

with the laying of the railroad brought a lot of rough and tumble folks to this part of the country 

when it was first being established. And so with that there was a lot of citizen-run law [laughs]. 

 

And I think in a way, still, this part of the country is very governed by the citizens that live here 

and the people that live here. It’s very clique-y in a sense. There’s a lot of social cliques. Not 

necessarily racial cliques, but really just social cliques of who knows who. And that’s how you 

get ahead, it feels like, with certain types of businesses. Small businesses don’t survive very 

easily here. There’s not a lot of competition. And so I often say I feel like a fish swimming in a 

bowl with a lot of bigger fish that are trying to chase me under the coral. It’s very difficult to 

often be seen as an outsider to this area and be accepted even after being here for six years. 

 

Q: Can you talk to me about some of those challenges that you face, both in the church and in 

your social? 

 

Dickey: [01:21:41:09] Yes. I think in talking about challenges socially, I feel like the majority of 

the day-to-day struggles that I deal with often have to do more so with my job and working at the 

medical center here. To kind of prove yourself at a facility where everybody has essentially gone 

to college together, grown up together, and graduated high school together. And to bring your—

and this is not my words—but your snooty Boston degree to a part of the country like this. That’s 

either seen as very valuable, or it’s seen—my experiences are seen as, well, we don’t have the 
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same opportunities here as far as finances for our facilities, or the manpower even to provide that 

level of care for people that you are constantly reflecting on. 

 

And so I find people that either engage in what I have to offer and see it as something hopeful 

and something we should strive for, or it’s immediately squashed. And so that can be very 

frustrating. And that sometimes is the case with the church as well. My husband was ordained 

and trained at a church where we had over 1,200 families in a large Midwestern parish where 

there was a lot of money and a lot of opportunity for youth programs, and cultural programs, and 

to put on banquets for various events. And at our parish here, we’re a smaller parish of about 

three hundred members, ninety-six families. 

 

And the advantage to that is everybody knows your name. Everybody gets to know each other 

very quickly. But if you’re not related to somebody, it’s kind of hard to infiltrate that sometimes 

as well, and that level of trust. The first couple years we were here, my husband and I had to 

really work to earn people’s trust. And I feel like we’ve made some accomplishments with that. 

 

Q: And what drew you here originally? 

 

Dickey: [01:23:54:21] We weren’t drawn here. We didn’t choose this area, really. We say God 

chose us to come here.  

 

Q: And what went through your head when you first heard you were being—you were moving to 

Wyoming? 
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Dickey: [01:24:43:09] I thought, wow, if you asked me ten years ago if I’d be married to an 

Orthodox priest and moving to Cheyenne, Wyoming, I would have said, “Are you crazy?” 

[Laughs] I thought I would probably spend the majority of my adult life in New England, like 

my parents had. That’s where my husband is also from. And so for us to kind of journey this way 

and keep coming farther west, it is an adventure. Although I think my grandparents that came 

here from Greece in the late 1800s and early 1900s would probably be pretty proud of me for not 

being fearful to go wherever I’m sent. 

 

Q: Are you happy here? 

 

Dickey: [01:25:30:02] Yes, I’m happy here. I miss my family. The biggest part for me of being 

in Wyoming and being out west is that I don’t have my mom, or my brothers, or dad, or siblings, 

aunts, uncles. Being part of a Greek descent family growing up, our average Thanksgiving had 

thirty people at it. And so now I can’t really have that because my husband’s responsibilities are 

to the church. And thus, so are mine. So we can’t take off for a week for Christmas or 

Thanksgiving like anybody else can. So I miss my family as far as my extended family. But I 

think what makes me happiest is that being here has made it so that my marriage is stronger and I 

rely more on my husband and my children. And we are a really tight unit. And we’ve found 

happiness in that and also in our friends that are here as well. 

 

Q: When you see the—I don’t know how much you follow the news. But the news in the other 

parts of the country, obviously discussions on race and diversity have dominated a lot of the 
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news, with Charlottesville and the discussions around monuments and some of the things around 

politics. How does it—does it feel connected to you being in this part of this country that is very, 

in some ways, separated from a lot of that? Or do you feel connected to that as an American? 

How does that stuff hit you? 

 

Dickey: [01:28:46:12] I definitely feel connected to it as an American. And seeing the violence 

in other parts of the country, and the segregation, and the racial wars that are still happening very 

frequently, makes me very sad. 

 

Q: And now sort of going back again to this idea of how you see the rest of the country and your 

connection to it or disassociation from it. 

 

Dickey: [01:31:27:03] Oh, yes. So when I hear about other types of violence that are happening 

in the country, I feel very sad. Because I feel like for the most part of my life, I don’t really 

understand the racial wars that are happening. I don’t really see in color. I was thinking back to 

the Easter dinner that we just had recently at our house. And I think if you had to put people into 

racial groups, there were probably four different racial groups represented around my Easter 

table. And I don’t really feel like that made any difference of how we related to each other. 

We’re all friends and family and we love each other. And so I just wish that that could be the 

case for the rest of the nation. 

 

I feel like a vast majority of the nation may feel that race isn’t such an important thing, but 

another portion is very much associated and hung up on it. And that’s frustrating. 
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Q: Do you have a connection to the Native American community? 

 

Dickey: [01:32:37:09] I do. Part of the reason that my forensic nursing program exists is through 

funding by the state and the federal government for service partly for Native American 

populations. My training as a forensic nurse was paid for and was actually conducted by the 

Native American (Tribal Forensic Healthcare) program for forensic nursing in the state. And so 

we do see and service several Native American nations, the Shoshone and the Arapaho nations, 

among several others, are very much present and alive here. And we do see them, especially 

during the Cheyenne Frontier Days rodeo every year the third week of July. They set up a Native 

American village, and they share their culture with us, which I think is wonderful because the 

tribes actually band together to present a united front, and show people who they, are and bring 

the reservation here for a week so we can see their culture. 

 

Q: Can you talk to me a little bit more about the Wyoming culture? You’ve talked about how the 

citizens run the laws, or it’s more citizen governed. What do you mean by that? And what are 

some examples of that? 

 

Dickey: [01:34:02:22] I think reflecting on how the law and the land is here in Wyoming—there 

is a lot more autonomy of the towns and the state, it feels like, versus other parts of the country, 

like Massachusetts, where I grew up, which seems a lot more in touch and unified under the 

federal government. Here, I feel like our day to day is far more affected by what’s happening in 

our city, in our town. The mayor race here was very vigorous and was a really big deal. And 
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when Mayor Marian Orr won, it was a huge victory, I think, for women in this town to see a 

woman sitting in the mayor office. 

 

And now we have a very big governor’s race that’s about to happen this next year. And that 

governor’s race could affect me personally. And it might actually affect my program that I’m 

running out of the hospital. Because our governor, Matthew Mead, had a huge say in working 

with the city and the state for producing forensic nursing programs. So I think living here, I’m a 

lot more acutely aware of local politics as well as national politics, although I try to only allow 

myself twenty to thirty minutes a day to engage in national politics because I find myself getting 

overwhelmed by it. 

 

Q: And what are some of the issues that were being debated in the mayor’s race? 

 

Dickey: [01:35:49:23] In the mayor’s race, a big issue that was brought forth was kind of the 

different areas of town where we don’t—we don’t have very good zoning here in Cheyenne. And 

so you might have a brand new business located next to an area where there are several run 

down, dumpy homes that have been vacant or abandoned for years. And then you might have a 

business going up in the middle of a residential neighborhood, which is also next to a very 

sketchy massage parlor. It’s just—the zoning isn’t very good. 

 

And so one of the big issues in the mayor race was to discuss cleaning out those areas that need 

to be rehabilitated, such as the broken down buildings. Bringing business to Cheyenne to fill 

those vacant buildings and shopping centers. Because like I said previously, small business here 
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is really hard to encourage because the local economy is very dependent on larger businesses 

such as the air force base. Walmart is a huge employer here. The mall that we had previously 

employed numerous people. But as the progression of larger online stores such as Amazon and 

other large stores offering online purchasing, the mall has almost completely shut down. So the 

mayor’s race was really big in talking about those issues, as well as education and improving our 

education here for our kids. 

 

Q: When you talk about national politics, are you connected to politics? Do you vote? Are you 

actively engaged? 

 

Dickey: [01:37:43:23] I definitely vote in every election. I usually spend about twenty to thirty 

minutes a day engaged in national news, whether it be watching it on television, or listening to 

podcasts, or reading it online. I like to feel informed so that I can make conscious, informative 

decisions as a citizen of the U.S. 

 

Q: Would you consider yourself liberal or conservative? Or do you identify as a Democrat, or 

Republican, or Independent? 

 

Dickey: [01:38:16:07] I’d say I’m pretty independent. I tend to be a more conservative 

independent. And I think that has more to do with my faith and my religious background. I think 

my religion and my faith far more influence my voting strategies, versus anything else. 

 

Q: And did you vote in the past presidential election? 
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Dickey: [01:38:42:23] I did. 

 

Q: Who did you vote for? 

 

Dickey: [01:38:44:23] I voted for Donald [J.] Trump. 

 

Q: And what were the things that sort of—because there’s a lot of talk about Trump and race, 

and Trump and culture. What were the things that motivated you to vote for Donald Trump? 

 

Dickey: [01:38:57:11] So I remember my husband and I sitting in our kitchen when we found out 

that he was the Republican nominee for the presidential race and that he would be going against 

Hillary [R.] Clinton. And the two of us were going back and forth. And this literally went on up 

until the day before we actually voted, whether or not we were going to vote in this election. And 

so for that reason, many reasons behind that as to what type of person President Trump is and 

what his background is, the things that he’s done both in his personal life as well as in his 

business world, and also some of the platforms that he stood on, I really didn’t want to vote for 

him in this last election. But I also felt that his position was more in line with my beliefs versus 

those of Hillary Clinton. And so that’s why I decided to vote for him. 

 

Q: What position, specifically, were the ones that you felt were in line with you? 
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Dickey: [01:40:06:11] I think his position more so on the support of the military, the preservation 

of life, and also a more independent America versus a larger government. Those were probably 

the top three reasons. 

 

Q: And a year and a half in, how do you feel—do you feel the same way, that you felt like it was 

a good decision? Are you happy with the decision? 

 

Dickey: [01:40:36:22] I’m not necessarily happy with the decision that Mr. Trump became our 

president. However, I do feel that for the nation and for our military, specifically—I’m very 

cognizant of the military, because my husband served seven years in the Special Forces and two 

tours in Afghanistan. And he is a disabled veteran. And we have many military members in our 

family, I feel like President Trump has been good for our military and good for our veterans. 

And so that has personally impacted me. 

 

However, I do feel like the turmoil that his presidency has caused has not necessarily been good 

for us as a nation socially. And so that is concerning to me. Although I also know well that the 

office of president is not dictator. They aren’t the king. There are several branches of the 

government. And so I think we have to trust and rely on our founding fathers and the way they 

designed our government, in that even if you have a president that you aren’t super comfortable 

with or super confident in, he can’t change it all. So I think—yes. 

 

Q: It’s funny, because I sort of—I know that Wyoming is much more conservative than where I 

live in New York City. But it’s funny that I’m more trepidatious about asking you about Trump 
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than about your religion. Which is kind of a weird thing, when you think about it. It used to be in 

the past, I’d be like—I’d be very careful talking about religion. It’s a private thing. But politics—

but Trump is someone who is such—he creates so many strong opinions. But I also think it’s 

really interesting to try and—because I think that he—you try and limit yourself to twenty or 

thirty minutes. I feel like the same way. I’ve never been so driven to look at politics now. And 

not because I’m happy with them. 

 

But I also—I guess the—it’s interesting when you talk about—you talked earlier about your 

efforts to bridge certain divides through your faith, through your community, through outreach. 

Whether it’s to Native Americans or whether it’s to people in your congregation and building up 

your congregation. What do you think is driving the division that is so evident in our country 

right now? 

 

Dickey: [01:43:28:23] I think a big driving force in the division in the country is the very poor 

education of people in my age bracket of the U.S. history and civics and geography of the nation. 

I remember being a twelve- and thirteen-year-old girl and sitting in U.S. history class and not 

feeling like I was actually learning anything. And I was a really good student. I graduated 

number two in my college class. And so I really felt frustrated. Because I wasn’t actually 

learning how our government ran or how our government was formed. 

 

And talking to other people in my kind of Generation X, Millennial cusp, whatever we are—

pretty much ages twenty-eight to thirty-eight, maybe, is kind of the bracket of people I talk to 

regularly. And then also seeing my younger brothers who are in their early twenties and kind of 
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identifying with their stance on politics and their stance on the country. I feel like I’m a little bit 

more optimistic than them. But I also feel like they don’t—my younger brothers and people ten 

years younger than me don’t necessarily understand how the government actually works. 

 

And there’s also a lot of clustering in the nation, where if you’ve grown up and lived your entire 

adult life on the East Coast or on the West Coast, and you’ve never driven cross-country and 

talked to people and seen neighborhoods that have been devastated economically by different 

decisions that have been made, both on the state level, but more so on the federal level, for the 

nation, you don’t have the same level of empathy or understanding as to why people chose to 

vote for who they vote for. It’s a lot more difficult, I think, in different spots of the country to get 

ahead and to find education for your kids than in others. 

 

Q: And do you feel like Wyoming is one of those places? 

 

Dickey: [01:45:49:08] Yes. Wyoming is definitely an area of the country where it can be very 

difficult for people to bridge and break out of their socioeconomic class that they were born into. 

Absolutely it is. 

 

Q: And do you think that’s some of the reasons that drove some of the political decisions in 

Wyoming? 
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Dickey: [01:46:11:15] Yes. I think many of the political decisions in Wyoming are based on the 

fact that it is difficult for people to break out of their socioeconomic status that they were born 

into. 

 

Q: I want to talk about just a couple of other things. I know we don’t have that much time with 

you. I wanted to talk a little about your job because it seems like a really interesting, 

complicated, difficult job that you do. And I was wondering if you could tell us a little bit about 

what it actually entails being a forensic nurse and also how it’s formed your view of your 

community? 

 

Dickey: [01:46:47:07] Being a forensic nurse—just to define the profession, a forensic nurse is a 

registered nurse. And to become a registered nurse, you can typically go one of two tracks. You 

can have an associate’s degree or a bachelor’s degree and then move beyond that if you wish. 

Forensic nurses are trained specifically in assessment and care of people who are victims of 

violence. The top three areas of people who I work with are sexual assault victims, domestic 

violence victims, and child abuse victims. Although, forensic nurses are also trained in 

assessment and collection of evidence, so we can work with law enforcement and with 

emergency rooms, and also taking photos and collecting evidence for people who have been 

victims of gunshot wounds, road accidents, you name it. If the police are involved, typically 

we’re involved as well. 

 

Q: And how has that changed—how has that formed your understanding of your community? 

Because you have on this one side this very sort of idealistic faith-based world where it’s God 



  Dickey – 1 – 26 
 

and community. And the other side of your life is this world that’s seen all these very, very hard 

things to look at and hard things to understand. And how do you put those two things together? 

 

Dickey: [01:48:16:15] I think what’s very beautiful about the Orthodox faith is that we feel, as 

Orthodox Christians, that it’s our responsibility to do God’s work in this world. And so being a 

forensic nurse and seeing the true evil that humans can do to one another, I feel like it’s a calling 

in a way to help people heal from that and move beyond that. I think it has opened my eyes and 

made me a little more fearful for the future of the world for my children. I have three children. 

And so to think of the possible types of violence and crime that I won’t be able to protect them 

from—it’s frightening. And so then it kind of circles back around to faith and just trusting that 

whatever they encounter in this life, that God will give them strength to get through it. 

 

Q: A few more questions to clean up other things we talked about. One is this idea—you said 

that faith is the most important thing in your life. And one of the questions I think that people are 

trying to understand: how very religious people have support for this administration that doesn’t 

seem to be very religious? And as someone who’s lost their faith, and I don’t—so I don’t really 

understand the equation. Trying to understand how you make that decision that if that’s the most 

important thing—how do you understand how to embody—how does what your desire to have 

this country do things that support your faith can be embodied in someone who, just in my 

opinion, clearly does not embody Christian values, his actions, [unclear]. 

 

Dickey: [01:50:38:04] I think in choosing political leaders, we have to almost do so on a sense of 

who lines up most with—who’s going to actually execute what you most believe in. I don’t 
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choose my political leaders necessarily based on their moral values alone, but the work that 

they’re going to actually accomplish. And so I think it’s almost like when you’re hiring someone 

for work, and you are not using bias based on their race, identity, or social—or religious 

interaction, I almost look at the political offices as a job interview. And obviously, if I’m going 

into a job interview for myself, I’m going to put on nice clothes and my best face and try to 

present myself in a way that I feel like the employer wants to hire me. 

 

But if you go digging, they might find things in my life that they don’t like. And so I feel like 

being the wife of a priest, I’m almost like a politician’s wife sometimes. People are looking at 

me, and assessing me up, and sizing me up, and saying, oh, you got a new dress. Or, oh, your 

husband bought a new vehicle and trying to figure out why we’re making certain decisions. And 

I think trying to remember at the source of all individuals, both in power and in the church, that 

we’re all human and that we all come from different backgrounds and have different brokenness 

in our life. I think that I have a little more forgiveness for that when it comes to my political 

leaders, as long as they are consistent in following through on their word and their promises. And 

I guess that’s just how I’ve had to make peace with it. Because I’m not going to find the person 

that I want to govern this nation otherwise. 

 

Q: [Unclear] If we had to take our political leaders on their morality, we wouldn’t have political 

leaders. 

 

Dickey: [01:53:06:23] Yes [laughs]. 
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Q: A couple of other things. One is do you feel that being a woman or being white has impacted 

your life more? 

 

Dickey: [01:53:18:15] I feel like being a woman has impacted my life more. I think when we 

went down the list; I think number three was mom. For me, that is a huge component of my 

identity. And I think the word mother is so associated with womanhood. Also in my 

opportunities as a young woman growing up in western Massachusetts where there was a big 

push when I was a child—twenty, thirty years ago—to help girls get a better education. I went to 

an all-women’s college. It’s now coed. But I feel like being a woman was actually an advantage 

growing up, in a sense, at the time when I was growing up. 

 

Q: And also two more questions. One would be how—and I ask this of everybody. How attached 

are you to your whiteness? Meaning, let’s say when you walked out that door, there were two 

doors. One you went out and you would emerge as you are, the same Tiffany that you are. And 

the other that you would emerge as a black woman. Would you choose one door or the other? 

Would it matter which one you walked through? Would that change who you were in the world? 

Would you make a conscious decision or not? 

 

Dickey: [01:54:52:12] I suppose I feel very strongly that, whatever color skin we are born into, 

that is the color skin that was chosen by our creator for us to live in. And I believe our creator 

doesn’t see in black, or white, or red, or yellow, or whatever terms you want to use. And so 

whatever challenges come with our race, if there are challenges associated with our race 
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throughout our lifetime, I feel like those circle back to the faith piece in that it is part of our 

growth as humans and what God wants us to become. 

 

Q: And why did you agree—why did you want to participate in this project? It’s not a project for 

everybody, obviously. What compelled you to come in, first to do the survey, then to come talk 

to us? 

 

Dickey: [01:55:50:08] Well, I was intrigued, first of all, by the association with Columbia 

University. I have great respect for Columbia University because I have family members that 

have attended there, as well as the fact that I travel twice a year to see a very well-respected 

neurologist who, without her care and her study at Columbia University, I probably wouldn’t be 

able to sit here and talk to you. So that was first and foremost, I want to support the studies that 

are associated with that school. 

 

I think also it’s very important to talk about these things. Because I often feel, like we discussed 

earlier, people don’t see me for the top three things I feel are most important in my identity. And 

I think that’s often the case for the majority of Americans. And so we need to get to know each 

other better. 

 

Q: Is there anything that we didn’t talk about in this conversation that you think is important to 

say or that you want to say in the context of this? 
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Dickey: [01:57:08:11] I’m not really sure, I guess. I feel like I’m more concerned about giving 

you what you’re looking for, obviously. Answering what’s pertinent to what you hope to achieve 

with this. But I’m just grateful to have a voice, in a sense. Because I feel like the Orthodox 

Church in the United States is a smaller sector of Christianity in this nation, although we are the 

second largest Christian body in the world. So I’m grateful to have an opportunity to talk about 

that. 

 

Q: The last thing we’re going to do is we’re going to take some stills. And what that just means 

is we’re just—like video stills. So just look at me in the camera. And just relax your face. 

 

Dickey: [01:58:27:37] Okay. Don’t smile, just— 

 

Q: Don’t smile. Just—  

 

[END OF INTERVIEW] 


