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PREFACE 

 

 The following oral history is the result of a recorded interview with Garrett Brantz 

conducted by Whitney Dow on May 11, 2018. This interview is part of the Study on White 

People.  

 The reader is asked to bear in mind that they are reading a verbatim transcript of the 

spoken word, rather than written prose. 
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Q1: So, first of all, can you tell me your name, where you’re from, and a little about yourself?  

 

Brantz: [01:00:40] My name is Garrett Brantz [phonetic], then I’m from Cheyenne [Wyoming]. 

That I’ve lived here most of my life, and that I moved out for a little bit when I was a teenager 

and just, kind of, bounced around the country for a minute, and then I’ve been back here now for 

about six years.  

 

Q1: And so then, were you born here as well? 

 

Brantz: [01:00:59] Yes, sir. Oh, well, no. I was born in Casper, Wyoming, but I’m a Wyoming 

native for sure.  

 

Q1: And— 

 

Brantz: [01:01:06] I was born in Casper because Lusk [Wyoming] didn’t have a hospital.  

 

Q1: Was that where you lived, Lusk? 
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Brantz: [01:01:13] No, like, I live here, but that my parents lived in Lusk, and so they had to 

drive an hour to get me to a hospital, I guess.  

 

Q1: And can you tell me a little about your childhood? What the community was like, you grew 

up in Lusk was like? Was it—the size of that, what your family was like, what the neighborhood 

was like that you grew up in?   

 

Brantz: [01:01:37] I grew up in a pretty great neighborhood that—this was here in Cheyenne 

that—I’m not—I’m not from Lusk at all. And had a bunch of kids that were all in our 

neighborhood that we’re all right around the same age. That me, my brother, my sisters that we 

all grew up together, and playing sports, running around, getting into trouble together, that like— 

 

Q1: And what was the neighborhood like? Because one of the reasons that—I’m sure Sam told 

you—we’re here is because Cheyenne has very, sort of, marginalized population in town. What 

are the ways your community reflect that? Was it diverse, was it mixed up, was it blue collar, 

upper class? What was it? What was the community like that you grew up in?  

 

Brantz: [01:02:38] I would say that most of us were like upper-to-middle middle class. And that 

a lot of us were white growing up that I didn’t have too many friends that were racially diverse. 

Not that we had anything against anybody that might have been racially diverse, but it just 

wasn’t something that we grew up around.  

 

Q1: Do you remember a time or a moment when you became aware of your own race?  
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Brantz: [01:03:13] No, not really. I don’t really remember ever being a time where—that race 

was actually an issue with anybody. When I was growing up, that I had friends that they might 

have been different. That we might have had some things, like, with talking about that difference 

that like—that they didn’t necessarily fit into the same demographic that we did. Race was never 

a thing that came into it. That it, usually, tended to be more something along the lines of just 

being from a different family set necessarily than we were. That race was never a thing with it.  

 

Probably the biggest time that I ever came into it with race was about two years ago. I found out 

that I’m a lot more Native American than I thought that I was, and that has never been once a 

thing that I ever really identified with. 

 

Q1: And how did you find that out? Like real quick.  

 

Q2: So, that mic up there is pretty sensitive, I know you’re probably nervous, that’s why 

you’re— 

 

Brantz: [01:05:16] Oh, I’m sorry. 

 

Q2: No, that’s cool, but it just picks up that sound. Also, if you’re somebody who talks with your 

hands, you can tell—you don’t have to sit totally still, man, if you want to talk with your hands 

during, or whatever. Yes.  
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Q1: How did you find out about your Native American heritage? 

 

Brantz: [01:05:33] Because my biological grandfather died not that long ago, and that never was 

a person that I was ever attached to or even really recognized. That, like, the guy that I called my 

grandfather is not related to me at all, but that I never once has been that he is my grandfather as 

far as I’m concerned. I don’t even really know where it came from, but found we out that I was 

more related to this guy. Like I could probably get some casino rights if I wanted to, and that 

never once been a real—been really a thing that I’ve wanted to pursue at all.  

 

Q1: Did it change the way you felt about yourself when you discovered you had a good portion 

of Native American in you? 

 

Brantz: [01:06:38] No. No, not really.  

 

Q1: And can you put my question into your answer because my voice won’t be on the tape. 

 

Brantz: [01:06:45] Oh, got you. No. That pursuing my Native—my Native American ancestry 

was never really a thing that I ever considered because I don’t identify as such. And that I feel 

that Native Americans, that they have a lot of trials and tribulations that they’ve had to deal with 

for a long time. And that was never anything that I had to deal with myself in growing up, that—

so, I don’t feel like I should get the benefits of having Native American ancestry when I’ve never 

had to deal with the trials that they’ve also had to deal with.  
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Q1: How do you— 

 

Brantz: [01:07:28] Does that help?  

 

Q1: Yes, it totally helps. I’m just trying to understand all that. How do you identify yourself 

racially? 

 

Brantz: [01:07:35] Pretty much white [laughs]. That I’m Native American enough that I’ve got 

cheekbones and that I don’t burn all the time when I’m out in the summer, but beyond that, that 

I’m pretty much white.  

 

Q1: And what does it mean to be white? What makes someone white?  

 

Brantz: [01:08:00] That’s a good question. I would say that one of the main things that makes 

somebody white is just the fact that you’re Caucasian and, like, somewhere from Europe at least 

ancestry based and—For the most part, that if you’re—  

 

Q1: I know it’s a weird question, right? I mean— 

 

Brantz: [01:08:57] It really is.  

 

Q1: [Unclear] 
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Brantz: Like I’m trying to sit and think about ways that I can make this not sound like I’m just 

being a shithead [laughs].  

 

Q1: What would you say that would make you seem like a shithead?  

 

Brantz: [01:09:20] Well, I mean, I’m white and from America. That, kind of, seems like the 

genetic lottery to an extent. Plus I’m male. Then like all those things at once, and I’m just like, 

“Fuck, I had all the chances.” [Laughs]   

 

Q1: Do you feel like you’ve benefitted from being white? 

 

Brantz: Absolutely, yes.  

 

Q1: And can you talk a little about that?  

 

Brantz: [01:09:45] Benefitted how? 

 

Q1: Well, that’s what I’m asking you. You said you feel like you benefit. How have you 

benefitted?  

 

Brantz: [01:09:55] There are plenty of ways that people that are not white male or from America 

that have managed to find themselves on the wrong side of a circumstance. And that I have 
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managed to find my way into better circumstances just because I’m a white male and from 

America.  

 

You know, I can’t really comment for anybody that may find themselves on any of that side that 

isn’t mine. But I know for a fact that I’ve messed up enough in my life that I could be in prison 

or dead if I happened to be on that other side of things, and so that I definitely benefit from it. I 

don’t think that it’s right, but I’ve definitely benefitted from time to time over it.  

 

Q1: Have you ever consciously taken advantage of the fact that you’re white to get something 

that you want or to create an outcome that you wanted?  

 

Brantz: [01:11:17] No, never. Honestly, I feel like I have fucked up more than I should have up 

until this point. If I wasn’t white then I would not have been able to as much, and that, like, 

I’m—that that leads this whole feeling of guilt that I’ve had before.  

 

So, to answer your question, no, I’ve never felt like I’ve tried to use it to my advantage. That I 

feel like it has been something that I’ve been able to get away with, and that it makes me feel, I 

guess, less responsible than I should have been. 

 

Q1: Talk to me a little about these feelings of guilt. You feel guilty that you’re white?  

 

Brantz: [01:12:30] No, no, not at all. I mean it, kind of, goes back to what I was saying earlier. 

It’s like lottery and just really lottery, like, that I just happened to be. 
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Q1: But you said you felt guilty before. So, what is it do you feel guilty about?  

 

Brantz: [01:12:51] I feel guilty about the fact that I’m from this area, and that I have a family that 

are fairly well known in this area, and that like nepotism would be the best way to put it. That 

I’ve gotten away with shit that I necessarily shouldn’t have, and that it just—it works out for me. 

But that I feel guilty about it just because if I was anybody else, I don’t know necessarily that it 

would have worked out that way. Like I’m glad that it did, don’t get me wrong, but—[laughs] 

 

Q1: Are you happy that you’re white?  

 

Brantz: [01:13:45] Yes, I mean that, like, I’m a white male and from America. That I don’t know 

necessarily that there would be a better way to be. 

 

Q1: And we’re just talking about it before you came in that—and can you talk a little about your 

family? Like growing up, was race discussed in your family? What was the view of people who 

weren’t white to white people? I know this is a very, sort of a tight community; how did your 

parents talk about race when you were growing up?   

 

Brantz: [01:14:27] Never once a thing that we discussed. That— 

 

Q1: Can you put my question to your answer?  
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Brantz: [01:14:33] Oh, I’m sorry. That race was never once a thing that we discussed when we 

were growing up. That when it comes to anybody of a different ethnicity, it wasn’t anything that 

we really considered whether or not somebody can be friends or not—not a problem. Honestly, 

when we talked about race, it was talking about who somebody was and where their family came 

from. Like that, you know, we’re Polish and Native American, that was always the way that we 

looked at things. It wasn’t anything about color or anything like that. It was just more that like 

our family is Polish, so we get weird sometimes [laughs].  

 

Q1: Can you talk to me about the community of Cheyenne? What’s it like? Is it diverse, 

homogenized? What’s sort of like its own internal narrative? How do the people of Cheyenne 

think about themselves? 

 

Brantz: [01:16:01] The people in Cheyenne that—like I can’t really speak for most of them. 

Most of the people in Cheyenne, I think that they really don’t have the same perspective as my 

family does. Like that my family is very much homogenized in the idea of trying to incorporate 

other people, and that’ I don’t necessarily think that that’s a Cheyenne thing.  

 

Q1: What’s the average Cheyenne mindset?  

 

Brantz: [01:16:43] I don’t know because I’m not average Cheyenne [laughs]. I’m like— 

 

Q1: Well, what’s the community like? Is it an open community? Is it a community that’s—I 

mean one of the reasons why we came here because we’ve been in Richmond, which was very 
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evenly split up between black and white. We’re really interested into going to a community that 

was mostly white, and that’s Cheyenne, And Wyoming is a very white state, a very white 

community, and just, like, being—talking to white people who don’t have a direct interaction on 

a daily basis with a big community of people who are not like them. And so, I guess what I was, 

sort of, asking what’s—we’ve talked to a number of people today, and they’ve talked about this 

idea that Cheyenne is very connected to the history of the west and the cowboys, and very 

connected to this idea that is, kind of, a white story. And I’m wondering if that’s something that 

you also experienced growing up here?  

 

Brantz: [01:17:42] I definitely know like growing up here, Wyoming is a very white state just 

like you said. It’s not too far away from that. I honestly believe the only reason that we weren’t 

part of the Confederate war isn’t just, like, we weren’t a state that like—[laughs] You know, that 

one of the only reasons that we are a state is that we started letting women vote because 

otherwise we wouldn’t have enough landholding voters to qualify for statehood. And I don’t 

know. We’re a rectangular state in the ass end of nowhere, for the most part, and—[laughs] 

 

Q1: What compelled you to come in, and talk to us, and be involved in the project? It’s kind of 

an odd project. What was—maybe interested you about it to get involved there?  

 

Brantz: [01:18:47] Because I have brothers and sisters that are both highly involved with the 

theater, and drama, and just all these kind of things. And so, I really like the idea of being able to 

help out with somebody that is trying to do one of these sort of projects. They tend to do more 

theatrical productions than I do. I’m more of a visual artist that I draw, I paint, and stuff like that. 
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But that it’s kind of cool being a part of the research side of things too. Like my brother works in 

film doing set and prop design for a candid-cameras-type show. And that things get really 

interesting when you’re doing this live, like see-people-where-they-live production, so.  

 

I wanted to come out and help out with it just because I, honestly, don’t feel that I am your usual 

Wyoming native. I mean I am a Wyoming native, but that I feel like I’m not necessarily one of 

the people that you would usually think of when it comes to people from Wyoming.  

 

Q1: Tell me an example of a story of a time sometime in the last—you know, in the relatively 

recent past where you became aware of your race? 

 

Brantz: [01:20:36] Yes. It was about three or four years ago when I found out that my biological 

grandfather died. That that was right around—like we got some mail and shit that was telling us 

who he was and what tribe he came from in Montana. So, my mother is originally from Montana, 

and so that’s where his Native American ancestry comes from. And so, we started getting some 

mail, and just—I don’t know—dredged up some old stuff that were not necessarily things that 

anybody was thinking about. But so, it happened to be a thing that we were talking about, and 

yes, found out that I was a lot more Native than I thought.  

 

Q1: Do you have any involvement or connection to the Native American community?  

 

Brantz: [01:21:36] No, not at all. I have relatives that some of them are tutors on some of the 

reservations and some of them are teachers that have also been connected to the reservations. But 
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it’s not anything that we’ve ever, like, pursued membership with in any way, shape, or form. 

Like I said earlier, it’s like I haven’t shared with their trials so that there’s no reason that I should 

be able to get their benefits either.  

 

Q1: And how much contact did any—do you have on a day-to-day basis with people who aren’t 

white?  

 

Brantz: [01:22:26] Yes, decent enough that like probably—oh, shit, every day. That, like, I have 

probably three or four people that all belong to different races that I see in classes and I see in 

programs that I’m involved in that yes, we talk regularly, probably at least, I would say, four 

times a week if not more.  

 

Q1: And what about your social circle? You talk about having like a relatively homogenous 

social circle growing up, is that different now that you’re older? Like your close friends, people 

that you—you know?  

 

Brantz: [01:23:16] I would say that’s a skewed statistic because that, recently, I haven’t really 

been talking to anybody because I’ve been pretty much isolated over the last little bit. But for the 

most part, no. That most of the people that I talk to, they come from many different walks and 

many different economic and ecological backgrounds that I, really, don’t think that that’s a thing 

that we talk about really at all.  
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Q1: I mean one of the things when I do these interviews and I talk to people about, is that I’m 

interested in—you know, I’m really interested in the difference between public and private 

spaces. And I find that a lot of times, people—and I’m one of them—have very diverse public 

life, but my private life isn’t as diverse. One of my most—my close friends are white people. 

Even though I work on race, my business partner is black. That even though I believe in all those 

stuff, I seem to be drawn to my closest friends who seem to be white. And I always wonder—I 

always question myself about that. Like why is that? Why is it though I believe one thing, and 

yet, the way I live my life doesn’t necessarily— 

 

Brantz: [01:24:36] Once again, I feel that’s, kind of, skewed because like we said earlier that 

Wyoming is a very white state. And so that whether or not you want your personal life to be 

monochromatic, that it will tend to be just because there’s not that much—there’s not that much 

variety here. There really isn’t.  

 

That was a big chunk growing up here is that, like even if you wanted a Mexican friend, good 

luck finding one [laughs]. And that it was never anything that I was opposed to or never anything 

that I wasn’t looking for, but that yes, it tended to be when I was growing up here that most of 

my friends were white because almost everybody in the state is.  

 

Q1: When you heard about the project and we knew you were coming in to talk to us, is there 

anything specific that you wanted to talk about that you thought would be important to talk about 

in the context of a conversation like this? 
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Brantz: [01:26:00] One of the things that I thought would be important about talking in this 

project or just in general to anybody is that not everybody from Wyoming is some—is just some 

corn pone, white-bread mother fucker. That was the important part to me about coming and 

being a part of this project is trying to let people know, believe it or not, that we can—you know, 

we can be diverse, and that we can be—we can be accepting of new ideas, and that we can be 

more than necessarily where we’ve been in the past.  

 

Q1: You know, we didn’t have any preconceived notions other than what we knew what the 

population was like. But one thing that has been most interesting in this project is that, you 

know, even though people just—it’s our first day of interviews, the five people we’ve talked to 

today, really all white, really diverse in how their worldview and everything, and they’re atheist, 

hardcore religious people, all kinds of things. So, I think, that we didn’t expect that but—well, I 

guess so that’s—because, well, that’s actually—you answered [phonetic] a question I was going 

to ask, which was going to be what is it—what is the misconception about Wyoming that you 

think the rest of the world, the rest of the country has?  

 

Brantz: [01:27:36] That we don’t hate our gay cowboys, I guess [laughs].  

 

Q1: Do you feel connected to that cowboy culture, that history? In the past, you said most of 

your family has been here a long time, lots of generations. 

 

Brantz: Yes.  
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Q1: So, do you feel connected to that, that— 

 

Brantz: [01:27:56] Very much so. My grandad was a cowboy up at Montana for a really long 

time, and that I went and spent a summer with him doing some ranching. And basically, I learned 

that a real man rolls his own cigarettes and drinks beer for breakfast. That like not the best 

example that my parents wanted, but that, yes. No, I very much do feel a connection to the 

Wyoming history. That my mother was in rodeo, most of my uncles were in rodeo. That cowboy 

lifestyle is a real thing, and that it really is a lifestyle. It’s not just a thing that people do for 

money, but like it really is a lifestyle. And so, I do feel that connection to this place, and I always 

have. Like I love the history of Wyoming. That I love the heritage that comes with it. It’s like, 

hell, not far north from here, that we had an outlaw fortress that was here up until, like, the 

1920s. It’s like that’s kind of cool. I don’t care who we are.  

 

Q1: And how do you feel like that that culture manifests itself in you?  

 

Brantz: [01:29:57] Wyoming is very big on individuality and a person trying to make their own 

way through the world. And I feel that that is something that is very serious in a lot of people 

from out west, and then, like, Colorado has it too. Utah, Nebraska, it doesn’t matter where you 

go, anywhere out west, that like a lot of those places, kind of, pride themselves on being isolated 

and very individualistic. I feel like that that is something that all these places try to emulate in 

everything that they’re doing.  
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Q1: It’s interesting also that you have this Native American past, do you feel connected? 

Obviously, Wyoming has a complicated relationship to its Native American past, how do you 

feel connected to that and, sort of, the things that happened between the original settlers or the 

Indians and American military?   

 

Brantz: [01:31:06] That me personally, I don’t feel very much connected to my Native American 

ancestry at all. You know, it’s never once been something that I was—that I was told to pursue 

or tried to pursue. You know, for personal reasons, that the one that would connect me to my 

Native American ancestry, though, like, not necessarily one that I wanted to go into. So, I never 

have. 

 

But I do feel like Cheyenne, as a whole, does try to connect with it at least a little bit. All you 

have to do is just go down to the depot and then, like, that you can see Native American artwork 

and stylistics just all over that building.  

 

Q1: And what about the rest of the country? Do you feel a connection to the rest of the country? I 

mean, Wyoming seems, kind of, like out there and this, sort of, individualistic place, how do you 

feel that you fit into the equation of America?  

 

Brantz: [01:32:26] I would say pretty much about the same than anybody else does trying to 

fill—fit into the American equation. But like in the end, I’m just one person in a big old country 

and a big, old population set,. 
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Q1: But when you watch the news and you see the things that are happening, let’s say Ferguson 

[Missouri], or Philadelphia [Pennsylvania], or the big protests in New York, do you feel 

connected to that, the country that, sort of, is in a pretty good state of upheaval a lot of time over 

the last couple of years?  

 

Brantz: [01:33:09] Kind of, I guess. That would be the best way to put it. Just that, like, I feel 

somewhat connected to it from time to time. That like when something is downright evil, just 

like yes, I have a feeling. When somebody is bringing up an issue that I never even knew was an 

issue, and that has apparently been a problem for years, and I’ve never once heard of it, just that 

I’m not interested really. And it’s not because that I want to take away from the people that 

actually feel the emotions that are dealing with said issue. It’s just more about the fact that I’m in 

a rectangular state in the ass end of nowhere. That it is something that I’m pretty isolated away 

from. Like, I don’t want to take away from people that actually do feel these—feel these 

emotions and actually do think that this is a problem. It’s just one of the things that really doesn’t 

affect me too horribly much.  

 

Q1: Do you expect that you’ll stay here for your whole life?  

 

Brantz: [01:34:30] No. I haven’t so far, so.  

 

Q1: Do you think you’ll move at some point?  
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Brantz: [01:34:37] No. If I were to guess then I would say that I would move away for a while 

and then probably come back. I love Wyoming, and that I really do enjoy what the state has to 

offer, especially for people that have families and that are trying to make a life for themselves 

that like, you know, it pretty much has nothing but room to spread out in. And that I love 

Wyoming for a lot of reasons. I think that it’s very backwards from time to time, and I feel like 

it’s—that it is—now, how do I want to put this? Yes, I guess backwards is the best way to put it, 

but that it’s very backwards and old-fashioned. That Wyoming is very backwards, very old 

fashioned in a lot of ways, but that when it comes to trying to make families and trying to just 

make people, really more than anything else, that it really does have a whole lot to offer.  

 

Q1: Is there anything else that we didn’t touch on that you think is important to say?  

 

Brantz: [01:36:16] I don’t think so necessarily. 

 

Q1: Well, we really appreciate you coming in and talking to us. We’re going to take just some—

a couple of stills of you now. So, you just look at me and watch your face in the camera. We’re 

just going to roll the camera a very—this is the hardest part of the interview just like—[laughs] 

 

Brantz: [01:36:34] I hope I helped. 

 

Q1: No, you helped so much. We really appreciate you coming in and giving your perspective on 

it. And, you know, you’re the exactly the right person we wanted to meet, like the native 

Wyominger [sic] is the—Wyomingite?  
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Brantz: [01:36:46] Wyomingite, I think, is the right word but— 

 

Q1: So, you just look at me for a second and just relax your face. You can smile if you want 

[laughs]. Okay. You look funny.  

 

Brantz: [Laughter] 

 

Q1: You’re from [crosstalk]. Just relax your face and just for like ten seconds. Okay. Gary’s 

going to take a couple of stills. 

 

[END OF INTERVIEW]  

 


